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To the RiCHT Hovo&ABLS . 

JOHN LORD HERVEY, 

Lord Keeper of His Majefty^s Privy Seal 
My Lord ^ 

HE public will naturally expei^ , that in 
chufing a Patron for tbe Life 0/ Cicero, I should 
addrefs myfelf to fome perfon of illuftrious rank, 
diftinguishe4 by his parts and eloquence, and 
bearing a principal share in the great affairs of 
the Nation; who, according to the ufual ftylc 
of Dedications, might be the proper fubjed of a 
comparifon with the Hero of my piece. Your 
Lordship^s name will confirm that expedation. 
and Your charader will juftify me in running 
fome length into the parallel; but my experienqe 
of your good fenfe forbids me the attempt- For 
Your Lordshij^ knows what a difadvantage it 
would be to any charader, to be placed in the 
fame light With that of Cicero ; that all fuch 
eomparifons muft be invidious and adulatory; 
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lY DEDICATION; 

and that the following Hiftory will fuggeft a 
reafon in every page , why no man now living 
can juftly be compared with him. ^ 

I DO not impute thi« to any fuperiority of parts 
or genius, peculiar to the Ancients ; for human 
nature has ever been the fame in all ages and 
nations , and owes the difference of it's improve- 
ments , to a difference only of culture , and of 
the rewards propofed to it's indufby : where 
thefe are the moft amply provided , there we shall 
always, find the moft numerous and shining ex- 
amples of human perfedKon. In old Rome 9 the 
public honors were laid open to the virtue of 
every Citizen ; which , by railing them in their 
turns to the command of that mighty Empire , 
produced a race of Nobles , fuperior even to 
Kings. This was a profped, that filled the foul of 
the ambitious, and roufed every faculty of mind 
and body , to exert its utmoft force : whereas in 
modern ftates men's views being ufually confined 
to narrow bounds, beyond which they cannot 
pafs , and a partial culture of their talents being 
fufEcient to procure every thing , that their am- 
bition can afpire to , a great genius has feldom 
cither room or invitation t6 ftretch itfelf to it^ 
fuU fize. 
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D E D I C A T 10 N. v 

. You Tee , myLord , how much I trnft to your 

good nature, as w^ll as good fenfe, when in an 

Epifile dedicatory ^ the ptoper place of Panegyric, 

I am deprcci^ng your abiKties, inftead of extoli 

Kng them : but I remember, that it i% a Hiflory^, 

which I am offering to Your Lordship, and it 

would ill become me, in tiie front of fudi i 

work, to expofe my yeradty to any hazard : aild 

my thead indeed Is fid w fo fiill of antiquity, that 

Icould wish to fee the dedicatory ftyle reduced 

to tbit<:bffical fimplicity, with which the ancifenf 

writers ufed to prefeht their books to their friendi 

orlpafrons , at whbfe defire they were written , 

or byr Whofe authority they were puNishfed :' 'for 

this was the firft ufe, and the fole purpofc of 5 

ID^dihatioH; and 'as this alfo is the real gtound 

of my pfefent addrefs to Your Lordship , (oii 

wdl be die beft ar^ment of my Epiftle , aridlhi 

tnoit agreeable td- tte charafter of a Hfflorian^ 

"to acquaint the public with *a plain faft, that it; 

<W^& Your L6rdship ,-wbd firft adVifedme; i6 

undertake the Lifk vfCici^Kb ;'^nd^}itn fromi 

cdiffidence of my fl^engtli, and i ifearfe^^view ot 

the task, I began to think myfelf unequal tb thfc 

'weight of i^ , -Your Lorghip ffill urged and 

aj 
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Xl' DEDICATION, 

exhorted me to perfift, till I had moulded it into 
^e form , iif which it now appears, . ; ^ 

^ Thus farYour Lordship was carried hy fbat 
love for ClCEHO^ wliich, as one of the beji Critki 
of antiquity afliires ijs, is the uridqubted proof of 
a true tafte. ; I wish only, that the ftvor, which 
yojo have fince shown to my E^lisb' Cicero , 
may not detraft frpm.that pratfe , which is diie to 
HoMT love of the Roman : but whaterir ccrifurc 
it jpay draw upon Your Lordship, I cannot prevail 
^itji myfclf to conceal, what dpes fo much honor 
Jo my work ; thst * ; before it went to the Prefs ^ 
Your Lordship not only faw 3nd approved , but 
fs thefincereft mark of Your approbation , cor^ 
j^t^^d it It adds no fmall credit to the Hiftory 
pf Poi-YBius, that \it profeffes to have been aififted 
in ^t by Sciyio^nd Ljelius; and even Tem;nc4?5 
^Ic was made the purer, fcfr it's b?ing retouched 
bytheiftme igreat hands, You muft pardon' pic 
tJier^fore, my Lord, if, after the c?carfiple «f 
j^ofeexcellcntjAutbors, I cannot forbear boafting, 
^hat/oijie parts of my .prefent work have beea 
brightened by thp ftrokes pf your Lordship's 
pencil, 
r It was the cuftom of thofe Romtin NoblfeSi^to 
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DEDIGATIONi yd 

fytnd &eir leilure» not in vicious pleafores^ oir 
triftingldiverfions, contrJred, as we truly call it;^ 
to kiM. the time ; but in converfing with the eele» 
brated Wits and Scholars of the age : in encoiK 
raging other people's learning , and improving 
&eir own : and here Your Lqrdship inufiifes them 
with fuGCcfs, and for love of letters and polite- 
nefs may be compared with the Nobl6ft of them.' 
For yonr houfe, like theirs , is open to men of 
parts and merit; where I have admired Youif 
Lord6hq)?$ agreeablemanntr of treating ^temall 
in their own Way, by introducmg qaefHdns in 
literature and varying theih fo artfully, as to give 
every one an opportunity , hot pnly of bearing s 
part , but of leading the cbnverfation in Ws turm 
In thefe liberal exerdfesYou drop the cares o^ 
the Stateffiian ; relieve Your fatigues in the Senate ; 
and feeii^faen Your mind, Vhile You relax it : 
- EiJC4>lwiiuiws,ctf thife kind, upon petfbns of Youi 
Lordship's quality, commonly pafs for woirds of 
courfe j or a fashionable language to the Great, 
and make little impreffion on men of fenfe, who 
loiow learning, not to be the fruit of wit or 
parts, for there Your Lorcfehip's title would be 
unquefHonable,^ but an'acqui^tion of much labor 

a 4 
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and Ipfcpciox ,of aii.eleyatgd fprtune, and generally 
leav^, torfiien p£ pr(>fefJio<i$< ahd ihftnrior Life . But 
YpHic JU>f dsfeip h^s^: different Vay of thinking, and 
W "JfPJWi^Vfi^cfn' ifi t public SchooLand Uniirci!4 
fityj; has , Jearnt froqiiY$>Hr:eftrii$fl: youthi^ that no 
f0jfbffii^r<:?p[e^^pt)a;ift»n!&pBiii pm^i who d&i 
fii;ep tQrdiftiffgftisVr hjmfejf from the jrtilgar: and 
tibat it fc. a rfoUy ,i^ ifinjr Qqijditioji ot Mfei, to aipire 
to, ^/yiyprioB f)ijiri^f?ia^!Wii(ih0Ut* 
^djn^ftfti^ to fupp^r>^it.,, I Wha.tr time.therefort 
9therj»)})gjftowupoftjihfiirrports, or |>leafurcs:, Qt 
^^ j|5}gg^;|D^oi.encp rpf^ %. :lu?curious life,. Your 
IfOf4sliW nPBptieBrtaivthe^^rimproyemwit of Your 
i^9QW?if!$Jg€ii^ and'inrtfeXffej^Jy holifp , fwheft aJl 
arpund^Ywiarehu^tee^, ift sleep, ;feige;jdl!e;'.op4 
porfpoitx Qjfytiiat qja(e[t ,.iias :the nioftr^ftj^ 
i^^fcpi^rpfiiJtidy, - a«^^&fiq(uently fpend an.itfeful 
l^^y^jWprje others begin tp.«njoy*it;r .r I 

^ ; I AM %ing no mQjfe> ftiy Lord, thwi what I 

ship in my^iiwrniflg.>5ifit8,i Ijeifor? jfOod liiaijnerl 
would permits rpe toypt!;? iqpt .ft 5^tia»y wliei?e 
fife ; i! whett I : .h5JjfcfifQil«4 'YoUi/ corfunooly 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



D E)DTG A TTON. ix 

^igageil ;with> tibe Claffical wrifers :u£ Greece' or 
iRbme ; and conrerfi^g with thofe very dead^ 
yritb \¥hom Sci^io and Ljelivs ufed to conYerfi§ 
fo f amiliarLy wHen ibfing. Nor. does Yottr Lord! 
€hip afliime this pact for oftentatioh or'armufemedt 
only, .but for the. real benefit both of Yourfelf 
end others; for 1\ have feen the fdlid efi^ of 
Your reading I in ybur judicious rdkdionsi^on th< 
']iolioy of thofe[ dncient Governlnents , and have 
fedr Your weight even in controverfy i on fome of 
the moft delicate parfe of their Hiftory^ 
' i TttERE is another drcumftance peculiar to Yow 
liord^hip, which makes this task of Study thtt 
eafier to Yoo, by ^ving You not only the gfeWi 
er health, but thfe greater leifuie to piirfiie it-; I 
ftikn tliat fingiil^ tiemperance in diet, in whidb 
Youn Lordship pe#fe*eres with a ^onftancy , fu** 
pe!(|OF to every 'teftiptation^ that cata excite ait 
^tppititt to rebel ; and shows a firmliefe df mirfd ; 
^t fubjefts every gratification <y( lenfe to «hi 
iSifc ^ right ^rcafdn. Thus vrlth' kll the accom-. 
^fehttiiiilts of thefToblcman;, You lead the life of 
ti Philbfopher ; and ^^^hile You ishinfe a principal 
eraamwit of the Court, You pfadife the dffGt* 
•p&ie of theCollfege. 
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xi DED I C ATI O N. 

: Ik old Rome there were nb hereditary hoims i 
but when the virtue, of a family was extind, iti 
honor was exdnguislied too; fo. that no man> 
How nobly foever horn , cbxM arrive at any 
dignity, who did not win it by his perfonal mc* 
rit : and here again Your Lordship feems to, have 
emulated (that aQ<iient fpirit; for though bom to 
the firft honors of Your country ; yet difchiming 
tsiit were Your birthright, and piitdng Yourfclf 
lUpon the foot of a Roman, You wier« not content 
with inheriting, butrefolved to import new dig^ 
tuties into Your family; and after the example 
cf)YQur Noble F^dxer, to open Your own way 
into the fupf^me Council of the Kingdom. In 
this . auguft 'Aflemhly , Your Lordship difplays 
Aofe. fining: talents , by whieh'You acquijcied a 
feat in it, in ^e defence of our exccjllent Bftal}- 
Jishment; in maintaining the rights of ^epeop^^ 
yfct affertidg the prerogative of the Crown; mear 
fiaang th?nj ib^p^, t>y. the equal bajance ofjth? 
l»ws>; which Jby the provid^jut cwe of our A^ 
iceftprs , and the happy fetdement at the Revolu- 
tion , have fo %e4 their jufft Jimits , and mpdo- 
Jiafed ^5 A#Wt ef their infiuence, that they 
mutually defend and preferve , but can never de- 
ft roy each other without a general ruin. 
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DEDICATION; xi 

I In a nation like ours, which from the natural 
effed of freedom , is divided into oppofite parties-, 
daough particular attachments to certain princi- 
ples, or friendships with certain men, will fome^ 
times draw die beii Citizens into meafiires of a 
fribordinate kind , which they cannot whoUj 
approve ; y^ whatever envy Your Lordship may 
incur on that account. You will be found, on 
lall occafiotis of trial, a true friend to oar cpi^ 
tution botli in Church and State ; which I have 
lieai;d You demooftrate with great fbrcp, to be 
. the bulwark of oyr common peace and profpcrity. 
From this fundamental point, no eng^eiiient^ 
will ever move , or intprefl draw You ; «nd 
tJbough ,m?ft. inflamed by oppofidon are apt t«> 
charg^i j^9di other with defigns , wluGh weiif 
liever dreatnt »of perhaps by either fide> yet if 
there be aiiy,j who know lb little of You, as to 
diftruft Your principles, they may depend at 
le^ OP your judgment , that ^ can never fuflfer 
a perfgo ofrYour Lordship's raqk, born to Jp 
large a s^arc . of iixe property , as well a^ the 
honors qf the; nation , to think any private intereft 
an equivalent j» for confenting to Ae ruin of the 
public. 
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Irii D EDIC A TIOU. 

' LMENTiorN this,, my Lord, as an additional 
reafonrfor prcfenting You -with the L^e dfCicera^ 
for were I not perfaaded of Your Lordship's fin- 
cere love of . libertjn, : and zeal for the: happineft 
of Yo«r fell0w-citi2eftsi.it woiild be a rtproach 
to You to put into Youir hands the 'Life of a 
man 5 wha in all the" variety of hi» adnurable 
talents', does not shine Yo glorious in any , as in 
iis Goiiftant attachment to the true interefts of 
liis cOuritryi and the noble ftraggfe^ that he 
fuftaihedi at the expenfe even of his Life, to 
avert" the impending tyiranny, th^t-firl^y op- 
pfefledit - . ^ '- ' " ■ ' 

: iBufi^I* 'oiight to ask Yout Lordship's parddil 
fer -dwelling fo long upon a chara^tcP, %hicli 
is fcno^Jv^n to the whole Kingdom ; ds weltas to 
myfelf ; not only by the high Office, which 
, You fill, and the eminent dignity that You beit 
ih it , but by the fprightly compofitiohs of various 
^kidk , with which Ybur Lordship has <)ften en- 
tertained it. It would be a prefuhlpfibii, Ub 
%hink of adding any honor to Your Lordship by 
•my ^n'; after You have ' acquired fo much by 
Y^irf'dwn. The chief derign of my^Epiftle is, 
to give this public teftimony of my thanks for 
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DEDI C AT- 1 ON. x«! 

Ae fignat mUks of friendsHip , with whtch Your 
Lordship has long honored me ; and to intereft 
Your name, as fer as I can, in the fete and 
fuccefs of my work; by letting the world know, 
what a share You had in the produftion of it ; 
that it owed if s being to Your encouragement J 
correflnefe to Your pencfl ; and what many wiU 
think the mod fubftantial benefit, it's large fub- 
icription to Your authority./ For thdugh, ik 
this way of publishing it , 1 have had the pleafurc 
to find myfelf fupported by a noble lift of ge- 
nerous friends, who without being folicited, oi 
even asked by me, have promoted my fubfcripi 
tion with an uncommon zeal, yet Your Lord- 
ship has diftinguished Yourfelf the mod emii 
nently of them ,^ in contributing not only to the 
number, but the fplendor of the names, that 
adorn it. 

Next to that little reputation, with which 
the public has been pleafed to fevor me, the 
benefit of this fubfcription is the chief fruit, that 
I have ever reaped from my ftudies, I am indebted 
for the firft to Cicero, for the fecond to Your 
Lordship : it was Cicero , who inftrufted me to 
write i Your Lordship , who rewards me for 
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xiv DEDICATION- 

writing : die fame motive therefore , which iil^ 
duced me to attempt the hiftory of the one^ 
engages me to dedicate it to the others that I 
^y exprefe my gratitude to you both , in the 
moil e&dual manner that I am able, by celebrating 
the memory of the dead, and acknowledging the 
generofity of my living Bene&dlor. 

I HAVE received great civiUties, on feveral oo- 
taGons, from many Noble perfons , of which I 
shall ever retain a molt grateful fenfe : bi^t your 
Lordship's accumulated £ivors have long ago rifen 
up to the charader of obligations, and made it 
my perpetual duty , as it had always been my 
ambition , to profefs myfelf with the greateft 
<FUth and te[peStf 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 

Moft obliged and 

Devoted Servant^ 

Conyers Middleton. 
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P R E F A C E. 



, i HERE is no part of Hiftory , which fcemi 
capable of yielding 'cither more inftrudion or en* 
tcrtainment , than that which offers to us the fele^ 
lives of great and virtuous men ^ who have made 
an eminent figure on the public ftage of the worlds 
In thefe we fee at one view , what the annals 6i 
a whole age can afford , that Is worthy of notice ; 
and in the wide field of univcrfal Hiftory , flcip* 
ping as it were over the barren places , gather all 
it's flowers y and ppfTefs ourfelves at once of evcrjf 
lliing that is good iti it. 

But there is one great fault, which is commonljr 
obfeived in the writers of particular lives , tb^ 
they are apt to be 'partial and prejudiced in favot 
of their fubjed , and to give us a panegyric , in* 
ftead of a Hiftory. They work up their charaders , 
as Painters do their Portraits ; taking the praife of 
their art to confift, not in cofxying, but in adorn* 
ing nature ; not in drawing a juft refemblance , 
but in giving a fine pidure ; or exalting the man 
into the Hero : and this indeed feems to flow horfx 
the nature of the thing itfelf ; where the very inr 
clination to write is generally grounded on a prcp» 
^offeflfion , and an affedion already contraded for 
the perfon^ ^yhofe hiftory vre arc attempting; and 
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xvi • : P R^E F A C;E. J 

when wc fit down to it with the difpofitlon of a 
friend , it is natural for us , to caft a fhade over his 
failings ; to give the ftrongeft «eJm4ng gto his vir- 
tues ; and out of a eood charader , to endeavour 



T'"V 



A 



to dra\^ a perfedl one. 

* I am fenfible , that this is the common prejlfdicc 
of Biographers , and have endeavoured therelForej 
to di veft myfelf of it , as far as I was able ; yet 
dare not take upon me to affirm , that I have kept 
myfelf wholly clear from it ; but fliall leave the 
decifiort of that point to the judgment of the 
reader ; for I muft be fo ingenuous as to own'; 
Uiat when I formed the plan of thi^ work ,1 was 
j>fevioufly poffeffed with a very favorable opinion 
X)f Cicero ^ which , after the ftridleft fcrutiny , has 
been greatly confirmed and heightened in me: and 
Sh the cafe of a fhining charader , fuch as Cicero's , 
I am perfuaded, will appear to be, it is certain!)^ 
tnoTC pardonable to exceed rather in our praifes of 
-it 5 out of a zeal for illuftrioiis merit , than to b^ 
referved in doing j^hftice to it, through a fear of 
l>eing thought partial. But that I might guard myfe|f 
isqually from both the extremes , 1 have taken car* 
always to leaye the fadte to fpeak for thettifelves \ 
and to affirm nothing of any moment without an 
authentic teftimohy- to fupport it ; which yet , if 
t:onfulted in the original at it's full length , will 
commonly add more light and ftrength to what i^ 
advanced, than the fragments quoted in the max> 
gia, ^d the bfevuy^ of notes \vbuld' admit. 

But 
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But whatever prejudices may be fufpeded to 
adhere to the writer, it is certain , that in a work 
of this nature, he would have many more to com» 
bat in the reader. The fcene of it is laid in a place 
and age , which are familiar to us from our child* 
hood : we learn the names of all the chief adlors 
at fchool , and chufe our feveral favorites according 
to our tempers or fancies ; and when we are lead 
able to judge of the merit of them , form diRindt 
ipharaders of each , which we frequently retain 
through life. Thus Marius , Sylla , Gxfar , Pompey, 
Cato , Cicero , Brutus , Antony , have all their 
feveral advocates, zealous for their fame , and ready 
even to quarrel for the fuperiority of their virtues: 
But among the celebrated names of antiquity , thofe 
of the great Conquerors and Generals attrad our 
admiration always the moft, and imprint a notion 
of magnanimity , and power, and capacity for do- 
minion , fuperior to that of other mortals : we look 
upon fuch , as deftined bv heaven for Empire , 
and born to trample on their fellow - creatures ; 
without refleding on the numerous evils , which 
are ncceffary to the acquifition of a glory , which 
is built ujpon the fubverfion of nations , and the 
deftrudion of the human fpecics. Yet thefe arc 
the only perfons , who are thought to Ihine in 
Hiftory , , or to merit the attention of the reader : 
dazzled with the fplendor of their vicSories, and 
the pon?p pf their Triumphs , we confider theme 
iiS the, pride and ornaments of the Roman name; 

b 
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while th'e pacific and civil charader , though of all 
others the moft beneficial to mankind , whofc fole 
aoabition is , to fupport the laws , the rights and 
liberty of bis Citizens , is looked upon as humble and 
contemptible on the comparifon , for being forced 
to truckle to the power of thefe Oppreflbrs of 
their country- 

In the following Hiftory therefore , if I have 
happened to affirm any thing, that contradicts the 
common opinion , and fhocks the prejudices of 
the reader < 1 muft defire him to attend diligently 
to the authorities on which it is grounded ; and if 
thefe do not give fatisfadlion, to fufpend his judge- 
ment ftill to the end of the work ; in the progrefs 
pf which , many fads will be cleared up ^ that may 
appear at firft perhaps uncertain and precarious ; 
and in every thing cfpecially , that relates to Cicero, 
1 would recommend to him , to contemplate the 
whole charader , before he thinks himfelf qualified 
to judge of it's feparate parts , on which the whole 
will always- be found the fureft comment: 

Quintilian has given us an excellent rule , in the 
very cafe ; that we fbould be modeft and circum- 
fpcd , in pafling a judgment on men fo illuftri- 
ous, left, as it happens to the generality of cenfur- 
crs , we be found at laft to condemn , what we do 
not underftand \ There is another refledion like- 
wife very obvious , which yet feldom has it's due 
vreight ; that a writer on any part of Hiftory , 
^hicb he has made his particular ftudy , may be 
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prefumed to be better acquainted with it, than the. 
generality of his readers ; and when he aflerts a 
lad, that does not feera to be well grounded, it 
may fairly be imputed , till a good reafon appears 
to cbe contrary , to a more extenfive view of his 
fubjed; which , by making it clear to himfelf , is 
apt to pcrfuade him , that it is equally clear to 
-every. body elfe ; and that a fuller explication of 
it would confequently be unneceffary. If thefe con- 
siderations , which are certainly reafonable , have 
but their proper influence , I flatter myfelf , that 
ithere will be no juft caufe to accufe me of any 
culpable biafs in my accounts of things or pcrfons , 
or of any other favor to the particular charadcr of 
Gicero,*than what common humanity will naturally 
beftow upon every charader, that is found upon 
the whole to be both great and good. 
' In drawing the charaders of a number of perfons , 
who all lived in the fame City, at the fame time ; 
trained by the fame difcipline , and engaged in the 
fame purfuits ; as there muft be many fimilar ftrokes , 
and a general refemblance in them all, fo the chief 
difficulty will be , to prevent them from running 
into too great an uniformity. This I have endea;. 
voured to do, not by forming ideal pidures , of 
fuch as would pleafe or furprife; but by attending 
to the particular fads , which hiftory has delivered 
of the men, and tracing them to their fource , o/ 
to thofe correfpondent affedions , from which they 
derived ^tbeif birtji : for thefe are the diftfriguiDling 
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features of the feveral perfons; which, when duly 
Tcprefented, and placed in their proper light, will 
not fail to exhibit that precife diflFerence , in which 
the peculiarity of each charader confifts, , 

As to the nature of my work , though the title 
of it carries nothing more , than the Hiftory of 
Cicero's Life , yet it might properly enough be 
called , the Hiftory of Cicero's Times : fmce from 
his firft advancement to the public Magiftracies , 
there was not any thing of moment tranfaded in 
the ftate^.in which he did not bear an eminent 
part: fo that, to make the whole work of a piece, 
I have given a fummary account of the Roman 
affairs, during the time even of his minority; and 
agreeably to what I promifed in my prjopofals , 
have carried on a feries of Hiftory , through a period 
of above fixty years , which for the importance of 
the events , and the dignity of the perfbns, concern- 
ed in them , is by far the moft interefting of any 
in the Annals of Rome. 

In the execution of this defign, I have* purfued , 
as clofcly as I could , that very plan , which Cicero 
bimfelf had iketched out, for the model of a com- 
plete Hiftory. Where he lays it down 'as a fondai- 
mental law , " that the writer ihould not dare to 
" affirm what was falfe , or to fupprefs what was 
^* true ; nor give any fufpicion either of favor or 
" difaffe&ion: that in the relation of fads , he ihould 
*' obferve the order of time , and fometimes add 
^^ thedefcription of places; ihould firft explain the 
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^ counfels ; then the ads ; and laftly the events of 
^^ things : that in the counfels , he fhould intcrpofe 
^' his own judgment on the merit of them ; ia 
^' the ads , relate not only what was done , but 
^* how it was done ; in the events , (how what 
" (hare chance , or rafhnefs , or prudence had in 
** them : that he fhould defcribe likewife the parti- 
^ cuIaV characters of all the great perfons , who 
^^ bear any confiderable part in dbe (lory; and 
^ fhould drefs up the whole in a clear and equable 
"ftyle, without affedipg any ornament, orfeeking 
** any other praife but of perfpicuity. ** Thefe were 
the rules that Cicero had drawn up for himfelf , 
vrhen he was meditating a general Hiftory of his 
Country , as 1 have taken occafion to mention 
more at large in it's proper place. 

But a$ I have borrowed my plan , fo I have 
drawn my materials alfo from Cicero : whofe works 
arc the moft authentic monuments that remain to 
us, of all the great tranfadions of that age; being 
the original accounts of one , who himfelf was not 
only a fpedator , but a principal ador in them. 
There is not a fmgle part of his writings , which 
does not give fome light , as well into his own 
Hiftory , as into that of the Republic : but his 
familiar Letters , and above all thofe to Atticus , 
may juftly be called the memoirs of the times; for 
they contain, not only a diftind account of every 
memorable event , but lay open the fprings and 
motives, whence each of them proceeded; fothat, 
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as ji polite writer , who lived in that very age , ancl 
perfedly knew the merit of thefe Letters , fays , 
the ipan who reads them , will have no pgcafion 
for any other Hiftory of thofp times *, 

IVly firli bufinefs therefore , after I had under- 
taken this taflc , was to read over Cicero's works , 
with no other view, than to extract from them all 
thepaffages that feeraed to have any relation to my 
defign : where the tedipufnefs of coUeding an infi* 
pite nnniber of teftimopies fcattered through many 
diflFerent volumes ; of forting them into their claffes , 
and ranging them i^ proper order ; the neceflGty 
of overlooking many in the firft fearch , and the 
ttoublc of retrieving them in a fecond or third ; 
^nd the final omiffion of feveral through forgetr 
fulnefs or inadvertency; have helppd to abate that 
wonder , which had often occjiatred to me , why 
no man Jiad ever attempted die fame work before 
me , or at lea(l in this enlarged and comprehenfivc 
form » in which it is now offered to the public. 

In my ufe qi thefe materials , I have chofen to 
infert as many of them as I could , into the body 
of my work ; imagining, that it would give both 
^ luftre and authority to a feqtiment, to deliver it 
in the perfon and the very words of Cicero: efpe- 
cially , if they could be managed fo , as not to ap* 
pear to be fewed on like fplendid patches , but 
woven originally into the text, as the genuine parts 
of it. With this view I have taken occafion to 
introduce feveral of his Letters, with large extrafts 
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fromfuch of his Orations, as give any particula^r 
Kght into the facfts , or cuftoms , or charadcrs de- 
fcribed in the Hiftory , or which feemed on any 
other account to be curious and entertaining. The 
frequent introdudion of thefe may be charged per- 
haps to Jazinefs , and a defign of Ihortening my 
pains , by filling up my ftory with Cicero's words 
inflead of my own : but that was not the cafe ; not 
has this part pf the taflc been the eafiefl: to me; as 
thofe will readily believe » who have ever attempt- 
ed to tranflate the Claflical writers of Greece and 
Rome : Vrhere the difficulty is , not fo much to give 
their fenfe , as to give it in their language ; that is ; 
in fuch as is analogous to it, or what they might 
be fuppofed to fpeak , if they were living at this 
time; fince a fplendor of ftylc, as well as of fen- 
timents ,. is neceffary to liipport the idea of a fine 
writer. While I am reprcfcnting Cicero therefore 
^s the moft eloquent of the ancients , flowing with 
a perpetual eafe and delicacy , and fullnefe of ex- 
preffion , it would be ridiculous to produce no 
other fpecimen of it , but what was ftiff and forced, 
and ofifenfive to a polite reader : yet this is generally, 
the cafe of our modern verfions ; where the firft 
wits of antiquity are made to fpeak fuch Engli/h , 
as an EngliDiman of tafte would be albamed to write 
on any original fubjed. Verbal tranflations arfe 
always inelegant ' , and neceflarily deftroy all the 
beauty of language ; yet by departing too^antonly 

from the letter , we are apt to vary the fenle, aiid 
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fningle fomcwhat of our own : tratiflators of lovi 
genius never reach beyond the firft ; but march from 
word to word, without making the lead excurfion , 
for fear of lofing themfelves ; while men of fpirit,' 
who prefer the fecond , ufually contemn the mere' 
taflc of tranflating , and are vain enough to think 
of improving their Author. I have endeavoured to 
take, the middle way ; and made it my firft care 
alway?, to preferve the fentimcnt; and my next ^ 
ta adhere to the words , as far as I was able to 
fixprcfs them , in an eafy and natural ftyle ; whicb 
I have varied ftill agreeably to the. different fubje<5l, 
or the kind of writing, on which I was employed ; 
and.Iperfuade myfelf , that the many original pieces; 
which I have tranflated from Cicero , as they are cer- 
tainly the moftihining, fo will be found alfo the 
moft ufefiil parts of my work , by introducing the 
reader the oftener into the company of one , with 
whom no man ever converfed , as a very eminent 
writer tells us , without coming away the bettep 
for it *. . 

After I had gone through my review of Cicero's 
writings , my next recourfe was to the other 
Ancients , both Greeks and Romans, who had 
touched upon the affairs of that age. Thefe ferved 
ine chiefly , to fill up the interftices of general 
Hiftory , and to illuftpate feveral paffages , which 
•were but flightly mentioned by Cicero ; as well as 
to add fome ftories and circumftances , which tra* 
4iition had prefcrved -, concerning either Cicera 
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i»nifelf , or any of the chief adors , whofe charaderi 
% had delineated. 

But the Greek Hiftorians, who treat profeffedl/ 
of thefe times , Plutarch , Appian , Dio , though 
they arc all very ufeful for illuftrating many im- 
portant fads of ancient hiftory , Avhich would other- 
wife have been loft , or imperfcdly tranfmitted to 
us , are not yet to be read without forae caution ;* 
as being ftrangers to the language, and cuftonns of 
Rome ; and liable to frequent miftakes , as well Z9 
fubjed to prejudices in their relation of Roman 
affairs. Plutarch lived from the reign of Claudius , 
to that of Hadrian ; in which he died very old , 
in the poffeflion of the Priefthood of the Delphic 
Apollo : and though he is fuppofed to have re- 
ftded in Rome near forty years at different times ^ 
yet he never feems to have acquired a fufficient 
{kill in the Roman language, to qualify himfelf for 
the compiler of a Roman Hiftory. But if we flioi^ 
silow him all the talents requifite to a Hiftorian^ 
yet the attempt of writing the lives of all the illuf- 
trious Greeks and Romans, was above the ftrength 
of any fingle man , of wjiat abilities and leifure 
foever ; much more of one , who , as he himfelf 
tells us, was fo engaged in public bufinefs, and in 
^ving ledures of philofophy to the great men of 
Rome , that he had not time to make himfelf mafter 
of the Latin tongue ; nor to acquire any other 
knowledge of it's words , than what he had gra- 
dually learnt by a previous ufe and experience of 
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things ^; his work therefore, from the very natord 
of it, muft needs be fuperficial and impeifed ^ and 
the (ketch rather than the completion of a great 
defign. . . ^ 

. This we find to be aAually true in his account oif 
Cicero's life , where befides the particular miftakes ^ 
that have been charged upon him by other writers ^ 
we fee all the marks of hafte, inaccuracy ; and want 
of due information , from the poverty and perplexity 
of the whole performance. He huddles over Cicero's 
greateft ads in a fummary and negligent manner ^ 
yet dwells upon his dreams and his jefts, which for 
tjie greateft part were probably fpurious ; and in the 
laft fcene of his life , which was of all the moft 
glorious , when the whole counfels of the Empire, 

. ^d the fate and Kberty of Ron>e rcfted on his 
fiioulders , there he is more particularly trifling and 
empty ; where lie had the ^reft opportunity of 
difplaying his charader to advantage , as well as of 
ilkiftrating a curious part of Hiftory ,^ which has not 
well been explained by any writer ; though there 
are the ampleft materials for it in Cicero's Letters 
and Philippic Orations, of which Plutarch appears 
to have made little or no ufe. 
' Appian flouriffied likewife in the reign of Hadri* 
an * , and came to Rome probably about the time of 
Plutarch's death , while his workij were in every 
body's hands ; which he had made great ufe of, and 
S^ms to have copied very clofely in the mdft confi- 

. dcrablc paffages (rf Jib hiftory^ 
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^ Di<j Caffius lived ftill later , from the time of tho 
Antonines to that of Alexander Severus ; and befides 
the exceptions ^ that lie againft him in common with 
the other two , i$ obferved to have conceived a 
particular prejudice againft Cicero ; whom he treatt 
on ajl occafions with the utmoft malignity. The 
moft obvious caufe of it feems to be , his envy to 
a man, who for arts and eloquence was thought to 
ccjipfe the fame of Greece ; and by explaining all the 
parts of Philofophy to the Romans in their owa 
language , had fup^rfeded in fome meafure the ufe 
df the Greek learning and ledlures at Rome , to 
which the hungry wits of that nation owed both 
their credit and their bread. Another reafon , not 
lels probable , may be drawn like wife from Dio*s 
charaaer and principles , which were wholly oppo^ 
fite to thofe of Cicero : he flourilhed under the moft^ 
tyrannical of the Emperors , by whom he was ad«» 
vanced to great dignity ; and being the creature of 
defpotic power , thought it a proper compliment to 
it , to depreciate a name , fo highly revered for it*s 
patriotifm ; and whofe writings tended to revive 
that ancient zeal and fpirit of liberty , for which the 
people of Rome were once fo celebrated : for wc 
find him taking all occafionsin his Hiftory, to prefer 
aSn abfolute and monarchical government , to a free 
and democratical one, as the moft beneficial to the 
Roman ftate ^. : 

Thefe were the grounds of Dio*s malice to Cicero, 
^hich is exerted often fo abfurdly , that it betrays^ 
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acid confutes itfelf; Thus in the debates of the fenate 
about Antony j he dreffcs up a fpeech for Fufius 
Calenus , filled with all the obfcenc and btutal 
ribialdry againft Cicero , that a profligate mind 
could invent; as;if it were poflible to perfuade any 
man of fenfe , that fuch infamous fluff could be 
ipoken in the Senate, at a time, when Cicero had 
an entire afcendantinit, who at no time ever fuffer- 
ed the lead infult upon his honor, without chaftit 
ing the aggreflbr for it upon the fpot : whereas 
Cicero's fpeeches in thefe very debates , which are 
ftill extant, (how, that though they were managed 
with great warmth of oppofition , yet it was 
always with decency of language between him and 
Calenus ; whom while he reproves and admonilhes 
with his ufual freedom , yet he treats with civility , 
abdfometimes even with compliments '. 

But a few paffages from Dio himfelf will evince 
the juftice of this cenfure upon him : ** he calls 
" Cicer6*s father , a Fuller , who yet got his liveli- 
" hood, he fays, by dreffing other people's vines 
** and olives; that Cicero was born and bred amidft 
** the fcourings of old clothes , and the filth of 
** dunghills ; that he was mafter of no liberal fcience, 
^* nor ever did a fmgle thing in his life , worthy 
" of a great man , or an Orator : that he proftituted 
"his wife; trained up his fon in drunkennefs ; com- 
^* mitted inceft with his daugtiter ; lived in adultery 
" with Ccrellia ; whom he owns at the fame time to 
" befeventy years old *: " all which palpable lies. 
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witli many more of the fame fort , that fac tells of 
Cicero , are yet full as credible as what he declares 
afterwards of himfelf , that he was admoniihed and 
Commanded by a vifion from heaven , ngainft his 
own will and inclination , to undertake the talk of 
writing his Hiftory **. 

Upon tbefe coUedions from Cicero and the other 
Ancients , I finilbed the firR draught of my HiRory , 
before I began to inquire after the modern writers, 
who had treated the fame fubjed before me, either 
in whole or in part. I was unwilling to look into 
them fooner, left they fliould fix any prejudice in- 
fenfibly upon me , before I had formed a diftind 
judgment on the real Rate of the fads , as they 
appeared to me from their original records. For in 
writing Hiftory, as in Travels, inftead of tranfcri- 
bing the relations of thofe , who have trodden the 
fame ground before us , we (hould exhibit a feries 
of obfervations, peculiar to ourfelves ; fuch as the 
fads and places fuggefted to our own minds from 
an attentive furvey of them , without regard to 
what any one clfc may have delivered about them : 
and though in a produdion of this kind , where the 
fame materials are common to all , many things muft 
neceffarily be faid , which had been obfcrved already 
by others; yet if the author has any genius , there 
will always be enough of what is new , to diftin^ 
guifli it as an original work , and to give him a right 
to call it his own , which 1 flatter myfelf will be 
allowed to me in the. following Hiftory. I;i this 
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inquiry after the modern pieces , which bad any 
connexion with my argument, I got notice prefent- 
ly of a greater number than I expcded , which bore 
the title of Cicero's life ; but upon running over as 
many of them as I could readily meet with, I was 
cured of my eagernefs for hunting out the reft ; fince 
I perceived them to be nothing elfe but either tri* 
fling panegyrics on Cicero's general charader , or 
imperfed abftrads of his principal aAs , thrown 
together within the compals of a few pages in 
^odecimo. 

There are two books, however, which have been 
t>f real ufe to me , Sebaftiani Corradi Quaeflura , and 
M. T. Ciceronis Hiftoria a Francifco Flabricio : the 
firft was the work of an Italian Critic of eminent 
learning , who fpent a great part of his life in ex- 
plaining Cicero's writings ; but it is rather an apolo- 
gy for Cicero , than the Hiftory of his life ; it's chief 
end being to vindicate Cicero's charader from all 
the objcdlioos , that have ever been made to it ; 
and particularly from the mifreprefentations of Plu- 
tarch , and the calumnies of Dio. The piece is learn- 
ed and ingenious, and written in good Latin ; yet 
the dialogue is carried on with fo harfh and forced 
an Allegory , of a Quaeftor or Treafurer producing 
the feveral teftimonies of Cicero's ads , under the 
iorm of genuine money, in oppofition to the fpurious 
coins of the Greek Hiftorians , that none can read 
it with pleafure , few with patience : the obferva- 
<^oas^ however, are generally juft and weUrgroundec^ 
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except that the Author's ztH for Ciccro^s honor get^ 
the better fometimes of his judgment , and drawl 
him into a defence of his conduA, where Cicero 
himfelf has even condemned it. ^ 

Fabricius's Hiftory is prefixed to feveral editions 
of Cicero's works , and is nothing more than a bare 
detail of his ads and writings , digefted into exaft 
order, and diftinguiflied by the years of Rome and 
of Cicero's life , without any explication or com* 
usent , but what relates to the fettlement of the time^ 
which is the fole end of the work. But as this ii 
executed' with diligence and accuracy, fo it has 
eafed me of a great fhare of that trouble , which I 
CQuft otherN^Me have had , in ranging my materials 
into their proper places ; in which taflc, however, I 
have always taken care to Confult alfo the Annals 
efPighius. 

I did not forget likewife to pay a due attentioii 
to the French Authors , whofe works happened td 
coincide with any part of mine ; particularly , the 
Hiftory of the two Triumvirates ; of the Revolu- 
tions of the Roman J[V>vernrtient ; and of the Exile 
of Cicero — which are all of them ingenious and 
ufeful ; and have given a fair account of ^he general 
ftate of the fadls , which they profefs to illuftrate. 
But as I had already been at the fountain - head , 
whence they had all drawn their materials , fo the 
(Chief benefit , that I received from them , was t6 
make me review with ftridler care the particuto 
paiTages , in -which I differed from them ; as well 
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as to remind me of fome few things, which I had 

omitted , or touched perhaps more flightly than they 

deferved. But the Author of the Exile has treated 

his argument the moft accurately of them , by fupr 

porting his ftory, as he goes along, with original 

tcftimonies from the old authors ; which is the only ^ 

way of writing Hiftory that can give fatisfa<^ion\ 

or carry con virion along with it, by laying open 

the ground on which it is built ; without which 

Hiftory aflumes the air of Romance , and make$ 

no other impreflion , than in proportion to our 

opinion of the judgment and integrity of the 

Clompiler. 

There is a litde piece alfo in our own language, 

called , Obfervations on the life of Cicero ; which 

though it gives a very different account of Cicero , 

from what I have done , yet I could not but read 

with pleafure , for the elegance and fpirit with which 

it is written , by one who appears to be animated 

with a warm love of virtue. But to form our notions 

of a great man , from fome flight paflages of his 

writings or feparate points ^f conduit , without 

regarding their connexion wiTh the whole, or the 

figure, that they make in his general charader , is 

like examining things in amicrofcope, which were 

made to be furveyed in the grofs : every mole rifes 

into a mountain , and the leaft fpot into a deformi' 

ty ; which vanifli again into nothing , when we 

contemplate them through their proper medium , 

and in their natural light. I perfuade myfelf there-^ 

^ ' ' ' fore 
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fore that a perfon of this writer's good fcnfe and 
principles , when he has confidered Cicero's whole 
Hiftory , will conceive a more candid opinion of 
the man , who after a life fpent in a perpetual ftrug- 
glc againft vice , fadion and tyranny , fell a Martyr 
at laft to the liberty of his country. 

As I have had frequent occafion to recopimend 
the ufe of Cicero's Letters to Atticus , for their 
giving the cleareft light into the Hiftory of thofc 
times ; fo I muft not forget to do juftice to the 
pains of one , who by an excellent tranflation and 
judicious comment upon them , has made that ufe 
more obvious and acceflible to all : I mean the 
Jearned Mr. Mongault ; who not content with 
retaining the remarks of other Commentators ,' or 
out of the rubbi(h of their volumes, with feleding 
the bcft , enters upbn his talk with'the fpirit of a tru^ 
Critic , and by the force of his own genius » ha? 
happily illuftrated many paffages ^ which all the in- 
terpreters before him had given up as inexplicable* 
But fince the obfcurity of thefe Letters is now in 
great meafure removed by the labors of this Gentle- 
man , and efpecially to his own Countrymen , for 
vrhofe particular benefit, and in whofc language be 
'wrrites; one cannot help wondering , that theJefuit^, 
Catrou and Rouille , ihould not think it worth whih, 
by the benefit of his pains , to have made them- 
fe] ves better acquainted with them ; which , as far as 
I am able to judge from the little part of their Hifto- 
ry , that I have had ^e curiofity to look iotp^.;, 

Vol. L c 
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v^ould have prevented fevcral millakes, whicli tlicy 
have committed , with regard both to tlte fads and 
perfons of the Ciceronian age. 

But inftead of making free with other people's 
miftakes , it would become me perhaps better to 
befpeak fome favor for my own A Hiftorian, lays 
Diodorus Siculus , may eafily be pardoned for flips 
of ignorance , fince all men are liable to them , and 
the truth hard to be traced from paft and remote 
ages : but thofe, who negledl to inform themfelves, 
and through flattery to fome , or hatred to others , 
knowingly deviate from the truth , juftly defervc 
to be cenfured. For my part, I am far from pretend- 
ing to be exempt from errors : all that I can fey, 
is, that I have committed none willfully, and ufed 
all the means , which occurred to me , of defend* 
ing myfelf againft them : but fmce there is not a 
fingle Hiftory , either ancient or modern , that I 
have confulted on this occafion , in which I cannot 
point out feveral , it would be arrogant in me to 
imagine , that the fame inadvertency , or negligence, 
or want of judgment, may not be discovered alfo 
in mine: if any man therefore will admonifli me of 
them with candor , I fhall think myfelf obliged to 
him , as a friend to my work , for aflifting me to 
make it more perfed , and confequently more 
ufefiil: for my chief motive in undertaking it was , 
not to ferve any particular caufe , but to do a ge- 
neral good , by oflfering to the public the example 
of a charadcr , yfhxch of all -, that I am acquainted 
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^kh in Antiquity , is the moft accompliflied with 
^very talent , that can adorn civil life ; and the bed 
fraught with leflbns of prudence and duty for all 
CQnditions of men , from the Prince to the p]:ivatQ 
Scholar. 

If my pains therefore fhould have the eflfed^' 
which I propofe, of raifing a greater attention to 
the name and writings of Cicero , and making them 
better underftood and more familiar to our youth; 
I cannot fail, of gaining my end : for the next ftep 
to admiring , is , to imitate ; and it is not poflible. 
to excite an affedion for Cicero , without inftilHng 
an a&dtlon at the fame time for every thing that is 
laudable : fince how much foever people may differ 
in their opinion of his condud , yet all have con* 
ftantly agreed in their judgment of his works; that 
there are none now remaining to us from the Hea^ 
then world , that fo beautifully difplay , and fa 
foDcibly recommend all thofe generous principles , 
that ^end to exalt and pcrfed human nature , the 
love of virtue , liberty , our country, and of all 
mankind. 

I cannot fupport this refledion by a bettejr author- 
ity, than/that of Eralmus; who, having contrad* 
cd fome prejudices againft Cicero when young ^ 
makes a recantation of them when old , in the toU 
lowing paffage of a Letter to his friend Ulattenus ''. 

^ When I was a boy ^, fays he , I was fonder of 
Seneca , than of Cicero ; and till I was twenty year$ 

old, cpu^ld not bear to fpead aqy time in reading 
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him ; wfiilc all the other writers of Antiquity ge* 
nerally pleafed me. Whether my judgment be im- 
proved by age , I know not ; but am certain that 
Giccro never pleafed nie fo much , when I was fond 
of thofe juvenile ftudies , as he does now , wheii 
Jam grown bid ; not only for the divine felicity 
6f his ftyle, but the fandity of his heart and morals: 
in fhort he has infpired my foul , arid made me feel 
inyfelf a better man. I make nofcruple therefore, 
to exhort our youth , to fpend their hours in read- 
ing and getting his books by heart , rather than in 
the vexatious fquabbles and peevifli controverfies # 
^ith which the world abounds. For my part , 
Aough i am now in the decline of life , yet as foort 
as I have finilhed what I have in hand , I Ihalt 
think it no reproach to me , to feek a reconciliation 
with my Cicero , and renew an old acquainunce 
•♦vrith him , which for many year^ has been unhap« 
pily intermitted. ** 

Before I conclude this Preface it will not be im- 
f roptfr to add a fhort abftradl , or general Idea of 
the Roman government , from it's firft inftitutioi^ 
by Romulus , to the time of Cicero's birth ; that 
thofe who have not been converfant in the afPair^ 
of Rottie , may not come entire ftrangers to the 
fiibjed of the following Hiftory. 
• The Conftitution of Rome is very often celebrat- 
ed by Cicero , and other writers , as the moft per- 
left of all governments ; being Happily tenipered 
and cohipofed of the three different f^rts^ that are 
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i^^uaHy diftiaguiihed from each other i the Mok 
narchicali the Ariftocratical,and the Popular "• Their 
King vfz$ eled^d by'the people, as the Head of the 
Republic; to be their leader in lyar, the guardian 
of the laws in peace : the Senate vras his council « 
chofen aUb t^ dbe people, by whofe advice he was 
obliged to govern himfelf in all his meafures : l^uf 
the fovereigflty Vras lodged in the body of the Citi- 
ztn$t or thfr general fociety ; whofe prerogative it 
was ^ to eilaia laws , create, Magiftrates , declare 
war '' I ^nd to receive appeals in all cafes both from 
the King and the Senate. Some vrriters have denied 
this right of an Appeal to the people : but Cicero 
expreisly mqptipns it among the Regsd conftitu- 
tions , as old as the foundation of the City '^ ; 
which he had demonftrated more at large in his 
Treatife on the Republic; whence Seneca has quot- 
ed a paflage in confirmation of it ; and intimate^ , 
'that the fame right was declared likewife in the 
Pontifical l^^ooks "• Valsrius Maj^'mus gives us 
an inllance of it , which is confirmed alfo by Livy , 
that Horatius being condemned to die by King 
Tullus y for, killing his fifter , was acquitted upon 
his appeal to the people ". 

This was the original cofiftltution of Rome , even 
under their Kings : for in the foundation of a ftate , 
where there was no force to compel , it was nece£> 
fary to invite men into it by all proper encouri|ge*>: 
TTisnts ; and none could be (b effedual , as the af» 
iiirance of lili^r^y ^ ajld the privilege of wikia§^ 
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Aei/oWh tews *'. Bkit the Kings , by gradual en;; ' 
croachment, having ufurped the whole adminiftraw 
tionito- themfelvcs, and by the violence of their 
government , bcifig growa intolerable to a City, 
♦rained tb liberty and ^m^s^/ were fin^y exj^ellcd b^ 
a general iniurrcdion o( the Senate and tUt People.^ 
This was the ground of that invinciMe fiercenefe,' 
and love of their couiWty in tlie old Romans, ^ by* 
which they conquered the world tfor the' fuperior-i^ 
jty of their civil rights /naturally mfymdt fliperidif 
virtue ancl courage to defend tfaetn i » ifttd madef 
thc?m of courfe the braved , as long!^ ihey tonti-^ 
nued the fireeft. of ^nations- ^ ' ^ 

By this revolutioh of the Government , their old' 
conftitiitibh was not fo much changed , as reftoretf 
to it^s primitive ftatet for though the ttahieofKin^ 
was abolifhcd, yet the ppwer was retained; with 
this only difference ^ that inilead of a fingle perfoa- 
ehofen for life , there were two chofen annually , . 
whom they called Conitils ; invefted with all the 
prerogatives and enfigns of Royalty , sutd pt*efiding- 
in the fame manner in all the affairs of the Repub-- 
lie *' : when to convince the Citizens , that nothing 
was fought by the change , but to fecurc their com-' 
mon liberty ; and to eftabliih their fovereignty again 
on a more folid bafls ; one of the firft Confuls , P. 
Valerius Poplicola , confirmed. by a new law, tJieir 
lundamental right of an appeal to them in all cafes; 
mihf a fecond law, made it capital for any man 
to cxercxfe a Magiftracy iii Rome , without their 
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^cial appointtnetit '*: anil as a public acknowlcdge- 
ihent of their fiipreme authority , the fame GonAd 
never appeared ia any affembly of the people , 
withbut bowing his fafces or maces to them; which 
1?va*5^ afterwards theconftantpradice of allfucceeding 
Confuls **. Thus the Republic reaped all the benefit 
^f a Kingly Government, without the danger Of it^; 
fince the Confuls , whofe reign was but annual and 
accountable ^ eould have no opportunity of invading 
StV liberty, and ercAing thbmfelves into Tyrants." 
By the expu^ion of the Kings , the City was di* 
vidcfd into two great parties , th^ Ariftocratical and 
the Popular ; or the Senate and the Plebeians *' . 
iiaturally jealoils of each other Vpower , and defirous 
to extend theirown : but the Nobles or Patricians > 
of wiiom the Senate was compofed , were the moft 
immediate gainers by the change , and with the 
<3otifeils at their head, being now the firft movers 
and adminiftrators of all the deliberations of the 
ftkte , had a great advantage over the people ; and 
within the compafs of fixtcen years became fo info- 
Jent and oppreffive , as \o drive the body of the 
Plebeians to that feceffion into the facred Mount, 
whence they would not confent tp return , till thejr 
had extorted a right of creating a new order of 
Magiftrates , of their own body, called Tribunes i 
invffted with full powers to proteA them from all 
injuries , and whofe perfons were to be iacred and 
invioUble !*. 
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The Plebeian party had ' hpw got a bead txsidty 
lliited'tp their p^irpofe; fubjedl to no control^ 
;wbofe bufmels it Vras to fight. their battles/with 
fht Nobility; to watch over t^e liberties of the 
'Citizejis ; aad to ^diftinguifh thetnfelves in their 
annual office , by a ^eal for the, popular intereft ^ 
ill oppofition to the Ariftocra^pal : . vrho , from 
their firft number five , being increased afterwards 
to ten , never left teafmg the Senate with frefli 
demands, till they had laid open to the Plebeian 
families , a pronpifcuous right to all the Magiftracies 
of the Republic, and by that mean^ a free admi^ 
fion into the Senate, 

Thus far they wefe certainly in the right , an4 
aifted like true Patriots ; and after many (harp 
contefts had now brought the government of 
Rome to it*s perfe^ ftate; when i^'s honors were 
no longer confined to particular families , but pro- 
pdfed equally and indiflferently to every Citizen ; 
who by his virtue and ferviccs , either in war or 
peace, could recommend himfelf to the notice apd 
favor of his Countrymen: while the true balance 
^nd temperament of power between the Senate and 
People , which was generally obferved in regular 
^mes , and which the honeft wilhed to eftabhlb ia 
all times, was that the Senate fhould be the Authors 
ind Advifers of all the public counfels, but the 
|)eoplc give them their fandion and jegal force. 

Thp Tribunes , bowe;ver , would not ftop here ; 
nor were content with fecuring the rights of the 
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CoTimions without dt ftroyi ng thofe oF the Senate; 

and as oftas they were dilappointed in their private 

views , and obRruAed in the courfe of their ambi- 

£on , ufed to recur always to the populace ; whom 

Aey could eafily inflame to what degree they 

tliought fit by the propofal of fadious laws for divi«. 

ding the pubKc lands to the poorer Citizens ; or 

by the free diftribution of com ; or the abolition 

of all debts ; which are all contrary t6 the quiet ^ 

and difcipline^, and public faith of focieties. ThisT 

abufe of the Tribunician power was carried to it's 

gfeateft height by the two Gracchi, who left 

nothing unattempted , that couW mortify the Senate^' 

or gratify the People ** ; till by their agrarian 

laws , and other feditious ads , which Were greedily 

received by the City, they had in great meafurd 

bvefturhed that equilibrium of power in the Re* 

|)ublic, on which it's peace and profperity depended. 

But the violent deaths of thefe two Tribunes ^ 

and of their principal adherents , put an cn6 to 

their fedition ; and was the firll civil blood , that 

was fpilt in the ftrects of Rome , in any of thcif 

public diffenfions ; which till this time had always 

been compofed by the methods of patience and 

mutual conceffions* It muft feem ftrange to ob-* 

ferve , how thefe two illiiftrious Brothers , Who ^ 

of all men , were the deareft to the Roman people^ 

yet upon the firft rcfort to arms , were feverally 

defertcd by the multitude , in the vety height of 

their authority, and fuflfered to be cruelly maflacred 
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in the face of the whole City : \Hjich flrows , vrliaP 
little ftrcfs is to he laid on the affiftancc of the. 
populace , when the difpute comes to blows ; an* 
ttatifcdition, though it may often fhake, yet wift 
never deftroy a free ftatc , while it continues uu-r 
armed , and unfupported by a military force. Bub 
this vigorous condud of the Seriate , though ib 
leemed neceffary to rthe.prefcnt quiet of the City j 
y^t foon aftjer proved fatal to it ; as it taught all 
the ambitious ,: by a m^ft fenfible experiment, that 
there was no way- of fiipporting an ufurped au- 
thority, but by force: fo that from this time, as 
we fliall find in thefoUowirig ftory • all thofe whor 
afpircd to extraordinary powers, and a dominion 
in the. Republic, feldom troublied themfelves witfe 
what the Senate or people were voting at Rome, 
but c^me attended by armies to enforce their 
preteni^ons, which ivere always decided by the 
longjeft fword. 

The popularity of the Gracchi was grounded oa 
the real affedions of the people, gained by many 
extraordinary privileges, and fubftantial benefits 
conferred ppon them : but when force was found 
neccHHry to control the authority of the Senate, 
and to fuppprt thatintereft , which was fal/Ty call* 
ed popular, inftcad of courting the multitude by 
real fervices , and beneficial laws ^ it was found a 
much Ihorter way, to corrupt them by moneys 
% ,methp<l whoUyi uhknown in the times of the 
Gracchi; by >yhich' thjc men of i)ower bad always 
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a number of mercenaries at their devotion , ready 
to fill the Forum at any warning; who by clamor 
and violence carried all before them in the public 
aflemblies, and came prepared. to ratify whatever 
was propofed to them ** : this kept up the form 
of a legal proceeding ; while by the terror of arms, 
andafuperior force, the Great could eafily fup- 
port , and carry into execution , whatever votes 
they had once procured in their favor l^ fadioa 
and bribery. 

After the death of the younger Gracchus, the 
Senate was perpetually laboring to refcind , ox to 
moderate the laws , that he had cnaded to their 
prejudice ; efpecially one that affedled thcn^ the 
moft fenfibly , by taking from them the right of 
judicature ; which they had cxc :ifed from the 
foundation of Rome , and transferring it to the 
Knights- This adl, however, was equitable ; for as 
the Senators poffeffed all the IVlagiftracies and 
Governments of the Empire , fo they were- thte 
men whofe oppreflions were the moft feverely 
felt, and moft frequently complained of; yet while 
the judgment of all caufes continued in theic 
hands , it was their common pradice , to favor and 
abfolve one another in their turns, to the general 
fcandal and injury both of the fubjeds and allies ; 
of which fome late and notorious inftances had 
given a plaufible pretext for Gracchus's law. But 
the Senate could not bear with patience, to be 
fabjeded to the tribunal of an inferior order ; which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xfiv F R E F A C E. 

had alvrays been jealous of their power, and wa$ 
fure to be fcverc upon their crimes : fo that, after 
many fruitlcfs ftruggles to get this law repealed , 
Q. Servilius Caepio , who was Conful about twenty- 
five years after, procured at lad a mitigation of 
it, by adding a certain number of Senators to the 
three centuries of the Knights or Equeftrian Judges : 
with which the Senate was fo highly pleafed , that 
they honored this Conful with the title of thdr 
Patron *\ Caepio's law was warmly recommended 
hy L. CrafTus , the moft celebrated Orator of that 
age, who in a fpecch upon it to the people, 
defended the authority of the Senate with all the 
force of his eloquence : in which ftate of things , 
and in this very year ofCaepio'sConfullhip, CicerQ 
was born : znd as Craffus's oration was publilhed , 
and much admired , when he was a bo)' , fo h^ 
took it, as he afterwards tells us , for the pattern 
both of his eloquence, and his politics *\ 
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THE LIFE OF 

M. TULUUS CICERO. 

S E C T. L 

Marcus tullius cigero was bom on coir. 

the third of January ' , in the , fix -hundred -forty- Q. Sbaviu- 
feventh year of Rome , about a hundred and feven ^^ Coepio, 
years before Cbrift *. His birth , if we believe PIu- ^' Atilius. 
tarch , was attended by prodi^es , foretelling the ***^*'"** 
future eminence and luftre of his charader, which 
might have paifed , he (ays , for idle dreams »had not 
the event foon confirmed the truth of the prediction : 
but fince we have no hint of thefe prodigies from Ci- 
cero himfelf , or any author of that age, yre may charge 
them to the credulity, or the invention of a writer, 
who loves ^to raife the folemni^ of his ftory by 
the introdudion of fomething miraculous. 

His mother was called Helvia ; a name, men* 
tioned in hiftory and old infcriptions among the 
honorable femilies of Rome. She was ricfa^ and 
Vol. I. B 
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well defcitnded , and had a fifter married to ^ Roman 
Knight of diftinguilhed merit, C. Aculeo , aa 
intimate friend of the Orator , L. Craflus , and 
celebrated for a fingular l^nowledge of the Law; 
in which his fons likewife, our Cicero's coufm*ger« 
mans , were afterwards very eminent '• It is 
remarkable , that Cicero never once fpeaks of his 
mother in any part of his writings ; but his younger 
brother Quintus has left a little ftory of her, which 
feems to intimate her good nianagement and houfe« 
wifery; how fhe ufed to feal all her wine-calte, 
the empty as well as the full, that when any of 
them were found empty and unfealed, (he might 
know them to have been emptied by (lealth ; it being 
the moft ufual theft among the Slaves of great fami* 
lies , to ^eal their mafter's wine out of the yeffels^. 
Ak to hjs fatlter's family, nothing was delivered 
of it but in extremes ' : which is not to be won* 
dered at, in the hidory of a man, whofe life Was 
fo expofed to envy , as CiceroV , and who fell a 
vidlim at laft to the power of his enemies. Some 
derive his defcent from kings , others from mecha- 
nics*; but the truth lay between both; for his 
family, thbngh it liad never bofn any of the great 
offices of the republic, was yet very ancient and 
honorable ' ; of principal diftindion and nobility 
in that patt df Italy , in which it refidcd ; and of 
Equeftrian rank ' , from it's firft admiflion to the 
freedom of Rome. 

' Some have infmuated, that Cicero affeded to fay 
but little of the fplertdor of his family, for the 
hkt of being confidcred as the founder of it; and 
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chofe to fupprefs the notion of his Regal exdrao- 

tion, for the averfion that the people of Rome had 

to the name of king; with which however he 

was fometimes reproached by his enemies *. But 

thofe fpeculations are wholly imaginary: for as oft 

as there was occafion to mention the charadcr and 

condition of his Anceftors , he fpeaks of them always 

with great franknefs, declaring them to have beea 

content with their paternal fortunes, and the private 

honors of their own City, without the anibitioa 

of appearing on the public ftage of Rome.- Thus 

in a fpeech to the people upon his advancement 

to the Confulfliip; **I have no pretence" lays- he , 

" to enlarge before you, upon, the praifes of my 

Anceftors ; not but that they were all fuch as 

myfelf, who am defcended from their blood, and 

trained by their difcipline ; but becaufe* they lived 

without this applaufe of popular fame, and. the. 

fplendor of thefe honors , which you confer '*. " It 

is on this account therefore, that we find him lb 

often called a New man ; iiot that his family was^ 

new or ignoble , ^but becaufe he was the firft of it^ 

who ever fought and obtained* the public Magiftra* 

cies of the State. 

The place of his birth was Arpinum; a City 
anciently of the Samnites, now part of the King* 
dom of Naples ; which , upon its fubmiflioQ to 
Ronie, acquired the freedom of the City, and. \vas 
iliferted into the Cornelian Tribe. It had the. 
l^onor alfo of producipg the Great C. Marius; 
which gave qccafion toPompey to fay in a public 
fpeech >^ :^ That llpnoe wa$ indebted to this Corpuo- 
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ration for two Citizens, who had, each in his turn, 
preferved it from ruin ". " It may juftly therefore 
claim a place in the memory of pofterity , for, 
giving life to fuch worthies , who exemplified the 
charadler which Pliny gives of true glory , " by 
doing what deferved to be written, and writing 
what deferved to be read ; and making the world 
ihe happier and die better for their having lived 
isiit"- 

^ The territory of Arpinum was rude and moun- 
tainous, to which Cicero applies Homer s defcrip- 
tion of Ithaca ; 

, i^Tp^fi' «6AA' dymiti K^fTfo(poCf &c. 

*Tis rough infictd^ yet breeds a generous race^*. 
The family feat was about three miles from the 
Town in a fituation extremely pleafant, and well 
adapted to the nature of the climate. It was fur- 
rounded with groves and fhady walks leading from 
die lioufe to a river, called Fibrenus; which was 
divided into two equal ftreams , by a little Ifland , 
covered with trees and a portico, contrived both 
for ftudy and exercife , whither Cicero ufed to 
redre« when he had any particular work upon his 
hands. The clearnefs and rapidity of the ftream 
murmuring through a rocky channel; the fliade and 
verdure of it's banks , planted with tall poplars ; 
the remarkable coldnefs of the water ; and ^bove 
* all , its falling by a cafcade into the nobler river 
Liris , a litde below the Ifland , gives us the idea 
of a moft beautiful fcene , as Cicero himfelf has 
described it. When Atticus firft faw it, he was 
charmed with it, and wondered that Cicero did 
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not prefer it to all his other houfes; declaring a 
conteiBptof the labored magnificence, marble pave- 
ments t artificial canals , and forced dreams of the 
celebrated Villas of Italy , compared with the natural 
beauties of this place '\ •*Thc houfe ," as Cicero 
fays, '^was but fmall and humble in his Grand** 
C^ither's time , according to the ^incient frugality , 
like the Sabine farm of old Curius ; till his father 
beautified and enlarged it into a handfome and 
fpacious habitation." 

But there cannot be a better proof of the do- 
lightfulnefs of the place , than that it is now pof^ 
iefled by a Convent of Monks , ajnd called the Vilht -5- _ / . , - v/i 
of St. Dominic**. Strange revolution! to fee "'^^^.yvf, 
Cicero's porticoes converted to Monkifli cloifters ! 
the feat of themofl refined reafon , wit, and learning, 
to a nurfery of fuperftition, bigotry, and enthu« 
iiafm ! What^ a pleafure muft it give to thefis 
J)ominican Inquifitors , to trample on the ruins of a 
man , whole writings , by fpreading the light of 
reafon and liberty through the world , have been 
one great inftrument of obftruding their unwea^ 
ried pains to enflave it« 

Cicero, being the firft-bom of the family # 
received, as ufual, the name of his Father, and. 
Grandfather « Marcus. This name was properly 
perfonal , equivalent to that of Baptifm with us, * 
and impofed witK ceremonies fpmewhat analogous 
to it, oathe ninth day, called the luftrical, or day 
of purification *'; when 'the child was carried to 
the Temple, by the friends and relations ,of the 
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family / and before the aJtars of the Gods , recom* 
mended tp the protcdion of fome tutelar Deity. 
• Tullius was the name of the family ; which in 
old language fignified flowing dreams , or dudls of 
water, and was derived therefore probably from 
.their ancient fituatioa; at the confluence of the 
two rivers ". 

The third name was generally added on account 
of fome memorable adlion, quality, or accident, 
which diftinguifli the Founder , or chief peribn of 
the family. Plutarch fays\ "that the furnaroe of 
IScero was owing to a wart or excrefceoce on the 
nofe of one of his Anceftors , in the fliape of a vetch , 
yrhich the Romans called Cicer " : *' but Hiny tells 
us more credibly , " that all thofe names , which had 
a reference to any fpecies of grain , as tbeFabii , Lea- 
tuli, &c. were acquired by a reputation of being the 
bed hufbandmen or improvers of that fpecies '•.** 
As Tullius therefore, the family name, was derived 
from the fituation of the Farm, fo Cicero the fur^ 
name , from the culture of it by vetches. This , 
I iay , is the mod probable , becaufe Agriculture 
was held the mod liberal employment in old 
Rome, and thofe Tribes, which redded on their 
farms in the country, the mod honorable; and this 
very grain , from which Cicero drew his name , 
was, in all ages of the Republic, in great requed 
wi^h the meaner people; being one of the ufual 
largefles bedowed upon them by the rich , and fold 
every where in the Theatres and Streets ready 
parched or boiled for prefcntufe". 

Cicero's Grandfather was living at the time of 
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-fcis birth, aod from the few hints, vrhich arc left 
of him , feem» to have been a man of bufidefs and 
xntereft in his country *\ He was at the head 
of a party in Arpinum, in^ppofition to a bnfy 
turbukntman, M. Gra^dius, whofe fifter he had 
married , who was paffiing forward a popular law, 
to oblige the town to tranfa<% all their affairs by 
ballot. The caufe was broikght before the Conful 
Scaunis^l in which old Cicem behaved himfelf fo 
well, that the Conful paid Mm the compliment to 
wilb , " th^t a man ofhisfpirieand virtue would come 
and ad with'tbem in the great Theatre of the Re* 
public , and not confine his talents to the nnarrow 
fpheire cfiiis own Corporation **• There ir a faying 
likewise recorded of this old Gentleman ^ **ihatth€ 
men 6t thofe times were like the Syrian (laves; the 
more Gteekr they knew, the greater knaves they 
were*' :" which carries with it the notion of aftt old 
Patriot, fcvere on the importation of foreigiv arts>, 
US' deftr«i6ive of the difci{^line and maniters^ bis 
countryj This* Grandfather had two fons; Marcos 
the eider ^' the father of our Cicero; and Lucius, ^ 
particular friend of the celebrated Orator* M. An- 
.t0nius,whonft he acconipaficdi to his goi^ernmeift 
of Cilicia^ '^ J jand' Kvho left a fofn: of the fame 
^ame, frequently mentioned by Cicero. -with great 
^t^opiti 9f ia youth of eitcellent virtue and ac- 
complilhments *-. * I 

His Tather Marcus alft) was a wife and learned 
man, wbofe merit recomhieoded him to the'fanii- 
liarity of t^ principal Magifirates of thtt Republic, 
<?fpeciallyiCato:, L, Craffua^ and U C«0ir*^; but 
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being iofiiri infirm \znd tcridcr confUcution , h^ 
fpept hi$.:lifc chiefly at Arpinura, in an clegani 
fetrtat and the ftudyl of poJite fctters *\ 

; But bi$ icfaicJ employipcnt , from the time of 
hi9 having Sons, yr^s to give them jtbc fccft edacat 
tion, whiph Rome coitid rafibrd , ia hopes tb excito 
in them an ambition, of breaking through the indot 
lenceof the family i. and afptnng totbe honors of 
the ftatc. They were bred up with their Coufins; 
the young Acuieo's, in a method approved^ ^nd di« 
reded . by L. Crafliis ; a man of the firft dignity , as 
-well as the firft eloquence in Rome, and by thofe 
very liiafters, whom CraSus himfelf made uXc6f**i 
The Romans were of all people the mroft carcfui atad 
€xad in the education of their* children i their 
attention to it began from the moment of their 
hirthi when they conimitted them to the. care of 
Ibme prudent matron* of reputable charader and 
condition, wliofe bufinefs it was to form their firft 
haHts ofnaAing and fpeaking; to ^v^tch their 
growing ^pafTions , and direfl; tKem td their pro 
iper objecfis ; to fuperintend' their fpoits ^ «and fuf- 
fer nothing JinmodeA 00* iodeceht to; eniier into 
them i;:- that the mdndpn^ferved id it's innQcenoc^ 
nor def>ra1^ed by a tafte of falle pleaRi re , might 
be at liberty to purfue, whatever waf> hudable, 
and apply it!s whole ftrength to that prpfeffion 10 
which it defired to excel **, 

It wai9 the opintoa of (fdme of the old Maftcrs , 
that'Gbildrenfhouldnotberinflruded inJetters, till 
thtywere feven years old; but the beft judges advit 
cdy ** that no time of culture fbouldbe loft v ^^ ^^^ 
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/Ebeir literary iDftrui^on (Bould keep pace with their 
moral; that three years pnly fliould be allowed to 
the nurfes , and when they firft began to fpeak, that 
they ihould begin aJfo to learn '*. It was reckoned a 
matter likewile o£ great importance , what kind of 
language they were firft accuftomed to hear at home^ 
and ip what noiannjer not only chejr njurfes, b^t their 
fathers and ey^n mothers fpoke; fioce their firft ha^ 
bits were then n^c^flarily formed , either of a pujrc 
pi^^^qr^upt elocujvon; thus the two Gracchi wete 
thought to owe that elegance of fpeaking, for 
.whic^ they w^T^ famous , to the inftitution of their 
jTiotb^r Cornelii : a woman of great politenefs, 
;whQfe. epiftles were rqadand admired long after 
Jher jdeath for the purity of their language *\, . - 
. Tbis probably was. a part. of. that domeftic difci-; 
p\it\t ^ rin which Cicero was trained, and of which he 
often fpeaks ; but as foon as he was capable of a 
more enlarged and liberal inllitution , his lather 
brought him to Ronae , where he had a houfe of 
fkis own'% and. placed hio^ in a public fchool, ^un- 
der an eminent Greek mafter, wbi^h was thought 
the beft way of ec^ucating one who was defigne4 
to appear on the.publiq ftagej and who, as Quint- 
tiJian pbferves , ** ought to be fo bred , as not to fear 
;thc fight of nien ; fince that can never be rightly 
learnt in folitude , which is to be produced before 
crowds **. '* Here he gave the firft fpecimen of thofc 
ihining abilities which rendered him afterwards fo 
illuftrious^ and his fchool- fellows carried home 
fuch (lories of his extraordinary parts and quickne^ 
in learning, di^t their parents lyere often induced 
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to vifit Acfchdol, for the fiikc of feeing a Youtk 
of fuch furprifmg talents '\ 

About this time a celebrated Rhetorician, 
'Plautius, firftfetup a Latin fchool of eloquence in 
Rome, and had a great refort to him": Young 
Cicero was very defirous to be his fcholar , but 
was over-ruled in it by the advice of tlie learned , 
Who thought the Greek mafters more ufeful in 
forming to the Bar, for which he was defigneA 
This method of beginning with Greek is approved 
by Qiiintilian ; becaufe the Latin would come of 
itfelf , and it feemed nioft natural t6 begin frotn the 
fountain, whence all the Rontan learning was dcS. 
rivedt yet ^*jthe rule," he fays, "muft be J)ra(3:ifed 
yrith fome reftridlion , nor the ufe of a foreign laii- 
giia^e puflied fo far to the rtegtedt- of the native, 
as to acquire with it a ^foreign accent ahd vicious 
pronunciatibn ' V - ' 

Cicero's Father encouraged' by the promffiirg 
genius of his Son, fpared no coft nor pains to im- 
prove it by the help of the ableft Mafters , and 
)imong the other inftrudors of his earjy Youth', 
put him under the care of the Poet Arcbias, who 
came to Rome with a high reputation for learrf- 
ing and poetry , when Cicero was about five years 
old, and lived in the faniily of Lucullus*': for ft 
was the cuftom of the great in'thofe days to enter- 
tain in' their houfes the principal Scholars and Phi- 
lofophers of Greece, with a liberty of opening a 
School, and teaching, together with their own 
children , any of the other young nobility and 
'gentry of Rome; Under this Matter , Cicero 
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applied himfelf chiefly to poetry, to which he 
"^as naturally addided, and" made fuch a proficien- 
cy in it , that while he was ftill a boy , he com- 
pofed and publilhcd a Poem, called Glaucus Pon- 
tius, which was extant in Plutarch's time". 

After finilhing the courfe of thefe puerile ftudies, 
it was the cuftom to change the habit of the boy, 
for that of the man , and take what they <^kA 
the manly gown , or the ordinary robe of the Citi^ 
zens : this was an occaGon of great joy to the young 
men , who by this change pafled into a ftate of 
greater liberty and enlargement from the power of 
their Tutors '*. They were introduced at the 
fame time into the Forum , or the great fquare of th^ 
City," where the Affemblies of the People were 
keld 5 and the Magfftrates ufed to harangue to them 
from the Roftra , and where all the public pleadings 
and judicial proceedings were ufually tranfaded: 
this therefore was the grand School of bufinefs and 
eloquence ; the fcene , on which all the a£Fairs o£ 
the Empire were determined, and where the foun- 
dation of their hopes and fortunes were to be laid : 
fo that they were introduced into Jt with much fo- 
lemnity , attended by all the friends and depend- 
ents of the family, and after divine rites pen. 
formed in the Capitol , were committed to the 
fpecial protection of fome eminent Senator, diC> 
tinguilhed for his eloquence or knowledge <rf 
the laws , to bc*inftru(5ed by his advice in th^ 
management oi civil affairs, and to form them- 
ftlves by his example fdr ufeful members anci 
Magiftrates of the Republic. ' 
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Writers arc divided aboiit the prdcife dmi o£ 
changing the puerile for the manly gowa : what 
feems the moft probable, is, that in the old Re** 
public it was never done till the end of the feven- 
teenth year; but when 'the ancient difcipline be- 
gan to relax , parents , out of indulgence to their 
children, advanced this xra of joy one year eaN 
Ker, and gave them the gown at fixteen , which 
was the cuftom in Cicero's time. Under the 
Emperors, it was granted at pleafuro, and at any 
age , to the great or their own relations ; foe 
Nero received it from Claudius, when he juft enter- 
ed into his fourteenth year , l^hich , as Tacitus 
feySj "was given before the regular feafon**." *- 
< Cicero, being thus introduced into the Forum, 
vras? phiccd undeir the care of Q, Mucins ScaevOsU 
the Augur, the principal Lawyer as well al 
Statefman of that age who had pafied through all 
tbe offices of the Republic, with a fmgular reputa* 
lion of integrity , atid was now extremely old : 
Cicero never ftirred from bis fide , but carefully 
treafured up in his memory all the remarkable fay* 
ings, which dropt from him, as fomany leffonsof 
prudence for his future condud **; and after his 
death applied himfelf to another of the (ame family, 
Seaevola the High-prieft, a perfon of equal cha- 
rader for probity and ikill in the law; who , though 
he <lid not profefs to teach , yet freely gave his 
advice to all the young ftudentf , who confulted 

Under thefe tfttfters^ he acquired a complete 
knowledge of the lawi .[of his country; a foun? 
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elation ufeful to all vrho defign to enter into 
public affairs ; and thought to be of fuch confe- 
quence at Rome, that it was the common exercife 
of boys at fchool, to learn the laws of the twelve 
cables by heart, as they did their Poets and Claffic 
authors ^\ Cicero particularly took fuch pains 
in this ftudy, and was fo well acquainted with the 
moft intricate parts of it, as to be able to fudain 
a difpute on any queftion with the greateft Law- 
yers of his age ** : fo that in pleading once againft 
bis friend S. Sulpicius, he declared by way of 
raillery , what he could have made good likewife 
in faft , that if he provoked him , he would 
profels himfelf a Lawyer in three days time *'. " 

The profcflion of the law , next to that' of 
arms and eloquence , was a fure recommendation 
to the firft honors of the Republic *' , and for 
that reafon was preferved as it were hereditary 
in fome of the noblcft families of Rome *'; 
who, by giving their advice gratis to all, who 

« anted it, engaged the favor and obfervance of 
eir fellow Citizens , and acquired great author!* 
ty in all the affairs of (late. It was the cuftom of 
thefe old Senators, eminent for their wifdom.and 
experience , to walk every morning up and down 
the Forum , as a fignal of their offering t!hemfelve8 
freely to all , who had occafion to confult them , 
not only in cafes of law , but in their private and 
domeftic affairs **. But in later times they chofe 
to fit at home with their doors open , in a kind 
of throne or raifed feat , like the Confeffors ih 
foreign Churches , giving accefs and audience t^ 
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all people. This was the cafe of the two Scxvolas^ 
efpecially the Augur, whofe houfe was ca%d the 
Oracle of the City **; and who, in the Maific 
war , when worn out with age and infirmities , 
gave free admiflQon every day to all the Citizens^ 
as foon as it was light , nor was ever feen by any 
^n his bed during that whole war **. 

But this was not the point that Cicero aimed 
at , to guard the eftates only of the Citizens : his 
views were much larger; and the knowledge of 
the law was but one ingredient of many, in the 
charaifler which he afpired to , of an univerfal Pa- 
tron , not only of the fortunes, but of the .lives 
and liberties of his countrymen : for that was the 
proper notion of an Orator or Pleader of caufes; 
whofe profeffion it was , to fpeak aptly , elegantly, 
and copioufly on every fubj^d which could be 
offered to him , and whofe art therefore included 
in it all other arts oJF the liberal kind , and could 
not be acquired to any perfedion , without a com- 
petent knowledge of whatever was great and laud^ 
ble in the Univerfe. This was his own idea m 
what he had undertaken '' ; and his prefent bufinefs 
therefore was, to lay a foundation fit to fufiain the 
weight of this great charader : fo that while he 
was fludying the law under the Scxvolas , he fpent 
a large fhare of his time in attending the pleadings 
at the bar , and the public fpeeches of the Magit 
trates, and never paffed one day without writing 
and reading fomething at home , conftantly taking 
notes , and making comments on what he read. 
He was fond, ^hen very young, of an exercifct 
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wliich bad been recommended by fame of the 
great Orators before him, of reading over 21 
number of verfes of foroe eft^emed Poet, or a part 
of an Oration ip carefully , as to retain the fubftance 
of them in his memory, and then deliver the fame 
fentiipents in different words, the mod elegant that 
occurred ta him. But he foon grew weary of 
this , upon refle<fling, that his authors had already 
employed the beft words which belonged to their 
fubjed; fo that if he ufed the lame, it would do 
bim no good, and if different, would even hurt 
him I by a habit of ufing worfe. He applied, himfctf 
therefore to another talk of more certain benefit, 
to tranflate into Latin the fele<St fpeeches of the 
bed Greek Orators , which gave him an opportUf 
nity of obferving and employing all the mod ele* 
gant words of hisoyyn language, and of enriching 
it at the fame time with new ones , borrowed or imit- 
ated from the Greek'*. Nor did he yet negled his 
|K>etical dudies ; . for he now tranflated Aratqs 
oiii the Phaenomena of the » heavens, into Latin 
verfe, of which many fragments are dill extant j 
and publilhed alfp an original Poem of the Heroic 
kind ,.in honor of his Countryman C. Marius. 
This was much admired and often read by Atti- 
cus ; and old Scxvola was fo pleafed with k, 
that in an Epigram, which he feems to havemad^ 
upon it, he declares, that it would live as longaf 
the Roman name and learning fubfided " : there 
remains dill a little fpecimen of it defcribing a 
memorable pmen given to Marius from the Oak of 
Arpinum , which from the fpirit and elegance of 
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the defcription (hows, that hisFoetic&l genius wa^' 
fcarce inferior to his Oratorial, if it* had been cul- 
tivated with the fame diligence **. He publifhed 
another Poem alfo called Limon ; 0f which Dona- 
tus has prefervcd four lines in the Life of Te- 
rence, in praife of the elegance and purity of 
that Poet's ftylc ". But while he wai employing 
himfelf in thefe juvenile exercifes for the improve- 
ment of his invention, he applied himfelf with 
no lefe induftry to Philofophy, for the enlargement 
of his mind and underftanding ; and among his other 
IMafters , was very fond at this age of Phaedrus 
the Epicurean : but as foon as he had gained a 
little more experience and judgment of things , 
he wholly deferted and conftantly difliked the 
principles of that fed^ yet always retained a par- 
ticular efteem for the man , on account of his 
learning, humanity and pohtenefs '*. 

The peace of Rome was now difturbed by a 
domeftic war , which writers call the Italic , Social^ 
or Marfic : it was begun by a confederacy of the 
principal Towns of Italy , to fupport their demand 
of the freedom of the City : the Tribune Drufus 
had made them a promife of it , but was afjailinat- 
ed in the attempt of publifhing a law to confer 
it : this made them defperate ; and refolve to ex* 
tort by force, what they could not obtain by en* 
treaty ''. They alledged it to be unjuft, to ex;- 
iciude them from the rights of a City, which they 
fuftained by their arms ; that in all it s wars they 
furniflied twice the number of troops, which Rome 
itfelf did; and had railed it to all that height of 

power , 
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p6itfrtty for vHhicli It now derpifed thctri *\ Thii 
War was carried on for above tWo years , with gre^ 
fiercenefs ori both fides ^ and various fuccefs : two 
Roman Confuls Were killed irt it, and their armies 
often defeated; till the Confederated, M^eakened 
alfo by flrequent loffes ^ and the defcrtion of one 
Ally -after another, were forced at laft to fubmit 
ko the fu^erior fortune of Rome **. During the 
liurry bf the war , the bufinefs of the Portim Was 
intern^itted ; the greateft part of the Magiftrates , as 
Well as th« Pleaders , being perfonally engaged in 
!t ; Hortenfius the moO: flourifhing young Orator 
ftt the bar, was a volunteer in it the firft year, atid 
t;omn^iitided a regiment the fecond '*. 

Cicero likewife took the opportunity to irtnke 
II campaign^ along with theCohfulCn. Pompeius 
iStrabOj the father of Pdftipey the Grdat r this was 
a conftaht park bf the education of the ybung 
i^obility ; to Icarh the art of War by perfotial fer- 
Vice , u^ider fome general of name ahd experience ; 
for in an Hmpire raited and fupported whdlly by 
arms, a riepatation of martial virtue was the ihort- 
eft and fureft Way of rifing \o it's higheft honors; 
and the conftitution of the gov^erilment was fuch, 
that as their Generals could not make a figure 
(tvert in Camps, without fome ihftitutibri in the 
politer arts , efpecially that of fpeaking gracefully "; 
fo thofe,'who applied thetiirelves to the peaceful 
iludies^ and the mariagement of civil affairs, 
Were obliged to actjuire a competent fhare of 
military flcillj for the fake of governing Pro- 
iVinceSi and commanding armies, to which they 
Vol. L C 
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all fucceeded of cotirre from the adminilfaratioa of 
the great Offices of tbe State. 

In this expedition Cicero was prefent at a confe* 
fence between Fompeius tbe Conful , and Vettius 
tbe General of tbe Marfi, who had given the Ro* 
mans a cruel defeat the year before, in which the 
Coriful Rutilius was killed '*. It was held in 
fight of the two Camps , and managed with great 
decency ; the Conful's brother Sextus, being an old 
acquaintance of Vettius , came from Rome on pur- 
pose to aifift at it ; and at the firft fight of each 
other, ^after lamenting the unhappy circumftance 
of their meeting at the head of oppofite armies, be 
aflced Vettius, by what title he {hould now 
lalute biro , of friend or enemy : to which Vettius 
replied , ^^ Gall me friend by inclination ^ enemy 
by neceffity *\ " 'Which Ihows , that thefe old War- 
riors had not lefs politenels in their civil » than 
fiercenefs in their hoftile encounters. 

Both Marius and Sylla ferved al Lieutenants to 
the Confuls in this war, and commanded feparate 
armies in different parts of Italy ; but Marius per- 
formed nothing in it anfwerable to bis great name 
and former glory : his advanced age had increafed 
his caution, and after fo many triumphs and 
Confulihips, be was jealous of a re verfe of for- 
tune ; fo that he kept bimfelf wholly on the de- 
fenfive, and, like old Fabius, chofe to tire out 
the enemy by declining a battle; content with 
fnatcbing fome little advantages , that opportunity 
threw into his hands ^ without fuffering them how- 
ever to gain any againft him '\ $ylla on the othor 
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hand was ever adlve and enterprifing: he had 
not yet obtained the ConfulQiip , and was fighting 
for it, as it were, in the (ight of his Citizens ; fo 
that he was conftantly urging the enemy to a 
battle , and glad of every occafion to fignalize his 
iniliury talents , and edipfe the feme of Marius ; 
in which he fucceeded to his wilb » gained many 
confiderable victories , and took feveral of their 
Cities by ftorm, particularly Stabse, a Town of 
Campania, which he utterly demolilhed *\ Ciceroi, 
who feems to have followed his camp , as the 
^hief fcene of the war , and the beft fchool for 
a young volutitcer, gives an account tf one tdion, 
of which he was eye«witnefs, executed with 
great vigor and fuccels; that as Sylla was lacrifi- 
cing before his tent in the fields of Nola , a (hake 
happened to creep out from the bottom of the altar» 
upon which Pofthumius the Harufpex, who at- 
tended ch^ facrifice , proclaiming it to be a fortunate 
omen , called out upon him to lead his army im« 
mediately againft the enemy: Sylla took the 
benefit of the admonition , and drawing out his 
troops without delay, attacked and took the 
llrong camp of the Samnites under the walls of 
Nola **. This adion was thought fo glorious, 
that Sylla got the ftory of it painted afterwards in 
one of the rooms of bis Tufculan Villa '^ Thus: 
Cicero was not lefs diligeuc in the army , than he 
was in the Forum, to obfervc every thing that 
paffcd y and contrived always to be near the per- 
fon qf the General , that no a(£tion of moment 
Ijaighl efcap^e his notice. 

C a 
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I Upon the breaking oilt of this war , the Ro- 
mans gave 'the freedom of the City to all the 
Towns which continued firm to them; and at the 
end of it, after the deftrudion of three hundred 
thoafand lives , thought fit for the fake of their 
&iture quiee to grant it to all the reft : but this ftep , 
which they confidered as the foundation of a per- 
petual peace was , as an ingenious writer has ob« 
ferved, on« of the caufes, that haftened their 
ruin: for the enormous bulk, to which the City 
was fwelled by it , gave birth to many new dil> 
orders, that gradually corrupted and at laft de* 
firoyed it ; and the difcipline of the laws , calcu- 
lated for a people , whom the fame walls would 
contain , was too weak to keep in order the vaft 
body of Italy ; fo that from this time chiefly , all 
affairs were decided-by fadion and violence, and 
tht influence of the great; who could brin^ whole 
Towns into the Forum from the remote parts of 
Italy; or pour in a number of flaves and foreign*. 
6rs under the form of Citizens; for when the 
Aam^s and perfons of real Citizens could rib longer 
be diftinguifhed , it was not pofEble to l^iow , 
whether any ad had paffed regularly ,* by the ge- 
nuine fuffrage of the people ^V ' 
' The Italic war was no fooner ended than ano^ 
ther broke out, which, though at a great dif- 
tafice from Rome, was *one of tht mbft diiBcult 
and defpcrate , in which it ever was engaged ; againft 
Michridates King of Pontus ; a martid 4ild power- 
fell Prince , of a reftlels fpirit and ambidon , with 
a capacity equal to tbcj, greateft defigfts:' who 
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dird^ining to fee all bl? hopes blaftcd by the ovcrr 
bearing poyrer of Rome , and confined to the nasr 
row boundary pf bis hereditary dominion ;, broke 
through his $Arrier at once, and over-rap the kffcr 
j^fia like a Torrent , and in one day cauied eighty 
thdufand Roman Citizens to be ipaflacred.in cold' 
blood *\ Hi$ forces were anfwerable to thi: 
vaftnefs of his attempt, and the mepcpiabb war, 
that he bad novr declared ^gainft the Republic: 
he had (i iflect of above four hundred Ihip?; Mrith 
an arrpy, pf two hundreji md fifty thouCgind foot^ 
and fifty tjhouf and horfe; all completely armed, 
and provided with military floreSy fit for the ufc 
of fo great a body [\ , / 

Syllaji "who had pow ohiained the ConfuIOiip^ 
9§ the reward of his Jaie; fexvices, had the Pro- 
vince of Afia aUotted to him ^ with tbctcomman^I 
of the war againft JVIitbddates '': but Md Ma- 
rius cnviou? of his growing. fame,, ^ind. defirous to 
engro& every commiflipn , which offered either 
power or wealth, en gaged. SuJpicius^- an eloquent 
and popular Tribun^, to, get th^t attetment ^e- 
-vcrfed, and the commaud transferred from Sylla to 
himfelf by the fuffrage of the people. This raifed 
great tumults in -the City between the. oppofitp 
parties, in which the Sop of Q^ Pompeius the 
Confulj^and the Son-rin-Jaw of Sylla was killed: 
Sylla happened to be abfcnt^ queliing ihf.<^i?n3taiiV^ 
pip the Jate corpmotioos neajf Nola ;.h;atuupj3a thp 
new?, of ihefe diforder?^ he haftened wit;b bi^ legi- 
ons to Jiome^ and having Qnter,cd it aftei: JDonje 
rcfiftance^ drove Marias and^/his accomplices. tp 
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the nccefllty of faving themfelves by a precipitate 
flight. This was the beginning of the firft civil 
vrar , properly fo called , vfhich Rome had ever 
feen ; and what gave both the occafion', and the 
example to all the reft that followed: the Tribune 
Sulpicius was taken and flain; and Marius fo 
warmly purfued, that he was forced to plungt* 
himfelf into the marfhes of Minturoum, up to 
the chin in water ; in which condition he lay concea- 
led for fome time , till being difcovered and dragged 
t)ut , he was preferved by the compaflion of the inha- 
bitants, who , after refreftiing Him from the cold and 
hunger, which he had fuffered in his flight, fur- 
nifhed him with a veflel and all neceflaries to tranf- 
•port hii;nfelf into Africa '*. ^ 

Sylla in the mean while having quieted the 
City , and profcribed twelve of his chief adyerfa- 
ties, fet forward upon his expedition againft'Mi- 
thridates : but he was no fooner gone , than the civil 
broils broke out afrefh between the new Confuls , 
Cinna and Odavius ; which Cicero calls the OAa- 
vian war '*. For Cinna , attempting to rcverfe 
all that Sylla had eftablifhed, was driven out of 
the City by his Colleague, with fix of the Tribune?, 
and depofed from the Confulfliip: upon this he 
gathered an army, and recalled Marius, who, 
having joined his forces with him, entered Rome 
•in a hoftik manner , arid with the moft horrible 
cruelty, put all SylWs friends to the fword, with, 
out regard to age, dignity, or former fervices. 
Among the reft fell the Conful Cn. Odavius ; the 
twb Brothers L. Caefarand C. Carfar ; P. Craffus , 
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and the Orator , M. Antonius ; wlfofe head , as 
Cicero fays, was fixed upon that Rbllra/ where 
he had fo ftrenuoufly defended the Republic when 
Conful , and preferved the heads of fo many Citi- 
zens ; lamenting, as it were ominoufly , the mifery 
of that fate , which happened afterwards to htmfelf « 
from the Grandfon of this very Antonius. Q. Catulus 
atfo, though he had been IVlarlus's Colleague in 
the Confulfbip and his vidory over the Cimbri , 
was treated with the fame cruelty: for when ha 
fnends were interceding for his life , Marius made 
them no other anfwer, but, ^he muft die; he 
muft die"; fo that he was obliged to kill himfelf '\ 
Cicero faw this memorable entry of his Coun« 
tryman Marius, who, in that advanced age « was 
fo far from being broken, he fays, by his tetf 
calamity, that he feemed to be more alert and 
vigorous than ever ; when he heard him reco6nting^ 
to the people, in excufe for the cruelty of his 
return, the many miferies which be bad lately 
fufFered ; when he was driven from fb*t country , 
which he had (aved from deftrudiion; when- all 
his eftate was feized and plundered by his eMmies ^ 
when he faw his Youiig Son alfo the partner of 
bis diftrefi^; when he was almoft drowned in the 
Marflies , and owed his life to the mercy of tbe^ 
MinturnenfianK; when he was forced to fly into 
Africa in a fmall bark, and become a fuppliant toi 
thofe to whom he had given kingdoms; but that 
fince he had recovered his dignity, and ail the reft, 
that he had loft, it ibobld be his care not to forfeit 
that virtue an|J cour^g^; which he had never loft '\: 

C4 
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Marias ^nd ^inna baviqjf thps got the Reipu^lio 
^nto tRcir bands, declared tbenifclvicsi Confuls^ 
^ut JVIaritis died uaexi>e;dedl)r, as foop almpft a$ 
be va^ inauigurated into his new dignity, , on tht 
latji §f January , in the jojth y^ai^ of his ^e ; and 
^ccqr^^ to the n^ojf^ p^^bab^e accoucit , of a pleu^ 
%ific fcycr '*. 

His birtl^ was pbfcure,: though foooe call it 
^quefirian ; and bis educatipa wholly in Camps j 
where ht i?arnt the firft ifudintents of war , under 
|be grcateft ni^ft^r of that age , the younger Scipio, 
who dcftroyed Car^ge;.tiU by long fexvice » dif* 
tin^uifbi^d valor, and a peculiar hardiqels and pa« 
^npe.ofdifcipline, ];ie advanced himfelf gradually 
tbrou^b aU the lleps of military honor , with tho 
reputatipQ of j^ fcraye and complete Soldier. The 
0b(curi?y. flf his extradi^n , whic^ deprcffcd hin^ 
with the nobility* xjO^^ hind the gres^ter favoi^itei 
^f the pf op]^ ; who , on 2^U pccafions qf danger « 
thought ^iq;i ^ the Only. maQ fit to he trufted with 
their live^ s^nd ^ortynes;; ^ to Ijiave the co^nmand 
of a diflicuH 2ind d^p^x9itt war; and in truths 
be twice defliver^d th^m from the n\pft delpci^atc , 
with wMfh. ^hey had eyer been threatened by a 
iorci^Q enen^yv S|cipio ^ fcoqi the observation of 
}»s martial talents, wbiie he had yet but, an infe- 
rior cpn)n(^and in tbe-anny , gave a kind of pro-* 
]lbetic teftimony of his future glory : for being 
aflced by fom? of his Officers , M^bo were fupping 
with him 2it Numantia, ^hat General the Repu* 
hWc would have 9 in cafet»bf »any accident to him-r 
felf; that man, replied hev pointing to Marius^ 
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9kt ihi Vatt^fri of the table: lo the fieM he was 
cautious and provident; and while he was watching 
ibe mod fav^n^e opportunities of adion , afifeded 
.to take all his meaSufes from Augurs and Diviners ; 
j9or ever gave battle, till by pretended omens 
and divine admonitions , he had infpired hisfoldiefs 
^vjjth a confidence of vidory : fo that his enemies 
dreilded him, asfomething more than mortal; and 
-bdth friends and foes believed him to adt always 
hy a peculiar iibpuUe and diredion from the GodsL 
His merit however was wholly military , void of 
^very accomplftfhment of learning, which he openly 
;^i3Feded to defpife; fo that Arpinum had the fio- 
gular felicity to produce, the moft glorious coo- 
icmner, as well as the moft ilhiftrious improver of 
ihe arts and eloquence of Rome. He made no 
figure therefocein the gown, nor had any other way 
of Aiftaining. his authority in the City, than by 
cheriibing the natural jealoufy between the Senate 
iu:id the ]>QOple; that by his declared enmity to the 
pne he might always he at the head of the other:; 
>vhoie favor ' he managed , not with any view to 
$he public good^Jor he had nothing in him of 
the Statefman # or the Patriot « but to the ad^ 
vaofliemecH oi his private intereft and glory. In 
ihort, he \i:as crafty ^ cruel, covetctus, perfidious; 
cdF.ft temper sind talents greatly ferviceable abroad , 
but turbuledt and. dangerous at home: an impla- 
cable enemy to the Nobtes,; ever feclcing occafroi\s 
to mortify then(k , r»nd ready to facrifice the Repub- 
lic » which he bad Aived, to his ambition and re- 
vaage. Aftct ft-iifc .fpent m $h« perpetual .toite 
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<^ foreign or domeftic wars, he died at laft hi 
his bed , in a good old age , and in his feventh 
Confulfliip; an honor that no Roman before hioi 
ever attained ; >vhich is urged by Cotta the Acsl- 
demic, as one argument amongft others, againft 
the cxiftencc of a Providence ^'. ' 

The tranfadions of the Forum were greatly 
interrupted by thefe civil diflenfions; in which 
fome of the bed Orators were killed, others bi- 
nifhed: Cicero however attended the harangues 
trfthe Magiftratcs, who poffcfled the Roftrain their 
turns ; and being now about thie age of twenty* 
one , drew up probably thofe Rhetorical pieces, 
which were publifbed by him , as he tells us , when 
'very young , and are fuppofed to be the fiime, that 
ilill reipain, on the ftibjed of Invention: butht 
condemned ^ and Tetraded them afterwards in hii 
advanced age , as unworthy of his maturer judg*. 
ment ,^ and the work only of a boy , attempting to 
tligeft into order the precepts , which he had brought 
away from .School ^•. In the mean while, Philoj 
a' Philofopher of the firft name in the academy ; 
H^itfa many of the principal Athenians , fled to Rome 
^rom the fury of Mithridates,' who had maiie 
himfflf Mafter of Athens, and all the neighbour* 
ang parts of Greece; Cicero immediately bccamti 
hh fcholar, and was exceedingly taken with' his 
Philofophy ; and by the help of fuoh a Profcflbr 
gave bimfelf up to thatiludy w^h the greater ini 
iilination , as there' Was caufe to apprtfecnd , that 
^be laws and judicial proceedings, which he had 
'deffgned for (be ground of bis hme imd fortupes. 
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nvouH be wholly overturned by the continuance 
of the public diforders **. 

But Cinna's party having quelled alt oppoHtion 
at home, whiler Sylla was engaged abroad in the 
Michridatic war, there was a ceflation of arms 
whbin the City for about three years , fo that the 
courfe of public bu(ine{s began to flow again in 
if s ufual channel ; and Molo the Rbodian , one 
of the prinqipal Orators of that age , and the moft 
celebrated teacher of eloquence , happening to coflie 
to Rome at the fame time, Cfcero prefently took 
the benefit of his leAures, and refumed his Ora- 
torical Ihidies with his former ardor **. But tht 
grcateft fpur to his induftry was the fame and 
fplendor of Hortcnfius , who made the firft figure 
at the bar, and whofe praifes fired him withfuch 
an ambition of acquiring the ikme glory, that he 
fcarce allowed himfelf any reft from his (ludies 
cither day or night: He had in the Houfe with 
him Diodotus the Stoic, as his preceptor in variouj^ 
parts of learning , ^ but more particularly in Logic ; 
which Zeno, as he tells us^ ufed to call a clbfe 
and contra Aed eloquence^ as he called eloquence 
an enlarged and dilated Logic; comparing the 
one to the fid, or hand doubled ; the other , to the 
palm opened •'. Yet with all his attention to 
Logic, he never fufFered a day to pafs , without 
fome exercife in Oratory ; chiefly that of declaiming, 
which he generally performed with his fellow 
ftudents, M. Pifo and Q. Pompeias, two young 
\Noblemcn, a little older than himfelf, with whom 
he had contraded an intimate friendlhip. They 
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Reclaimed fornetioies in Latin, but much ofteaerio 
Greek; becaufe the Greek furnilhed agreatcr variety 
of elegant expref^ons , and anoppoi^tuoity of iipitat- 
ing and introducing tbcm into the Latin ; and 
becaufe the Greek mafters, who were £ar the beft, 
could not corredt and improve them) unle(s ihey 
declaimed in that language **. 

In this interval Sylh was perfcMrmiog jr^at ^* 
ploits againfl Mithridaies, whofp he had dii^fl? 
out p£ Greece and Afia , ^nd confined once ndor^ 
to his own territo^y^ yet at Ronxe, where Cinna 
was mafter, he was declared ^ publ^, ^^i^y? ^^^ 
his eftate confifcated ; this infuk upon his honor 
and fortunes made him very defirous tp be a|: 
^ome again , in order to take bis revenge upoo 
his adverfairies : fp that after all his fuccefe jn the 
war, he was glad tp, put an end to it by an ho- 
norable peace ; the chief article ; of which was , 
that IVIithridates JbouM defray the whole expenfe 
of it, and content himfelf for the future with hi$ 
hereditary kingdonu On his^ return iiie brought 
away with him from Athens the famous Kbraryof 
Apellicon the Teian , in which were the works 
of AriRotle and Theophradus , that were hardly 
known before in Italy , or to be found indeed entire 
any where elfe ". He wrote a Letter at the fame 
time to the Senate , fctting fprth his . great fervices , 
and i^he ingratitude with which he had been treated; 
and acquainting them , that he was coming to* do 
juftice to the Republic, and to himfelf, upon theau- 
thors of thofe violences : this raifed great terrors in 
.the City; which having lately felt the horrible 
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cffeds df Mariu$*s entry , e^cpcded to fee the fame 
tragedy aded over again by SyJIa. 

But while his enemies were bufy in gathering 
forces to oppofe him , Cinna , the chief of them , 
was killed in a mutiny of his own foldiers : upon 
this Sylla haftened his march , to take the benefit 
of that diilurbance , and landed at Brundifiym 
with about thirty thoufand men : hither piUny of 
the Nobility prefently rcfoftcd to him , and among 
them young Pompey , about twenty three years old ; 
who without any public charader or commifEon, 
brought along with him three legions, which he 
had raifed by his own credit out of the Veterans, 
who had fcrved under his Father : he was kindly 
received by Sylla , to whom he did great fervicc 
in the progrefs of the war, and vras ever after 
much favored and employed by him '*. 

Sylla now carried all before him : he defeated 
one of the Confuls, Norbanus, and by the pretence 
of a treaty with the other Conful , Scipio , foun4 
means to corrupt his army, and draw it over to 
himfelf ** : he gave Scipio however his life , who 
went into a voluntary exile at Marfeilles". The 
new Confuls chofen in the mean time at Rome, 
were Cn. Papirius Carbo and young Marius ; the 
firft of whom , after feveral defeats , was driven 
out of Italy, and the fecond befieged in Prscnefte; 
where being reduced to extremity, and defpairing 
of relief, he wrote to Damafippus, then Prxtor of 
the City , to call a meeting of the Senators , as if 
upon bufinefs of importance, and put the principal 
of them to the fword: in thismafikcre many of 
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the Nobles peri(bed, and old Soaevola, the High 
Prieft , the pattern of ancient temperance and 
prudence, as Cicero calls him, was (lain before 
the altar of Vefta *': after which lacrifice of noble 
blood to the manes of his Father, young Marius 
put an end to his own hfe. 

Pompey at the fame time purfued Carbo into 
Sicily, and having taken him at Lilybeum fent 
his bead to Sylla, though he begged his hfe in. 
an abjedt manner at his feet : this drew fomc 
reproach upon Pompey, for killing a man, to 
whom he had been highly obliged on an occa« 
fion , where his father's honor and his own 
fortunes were attacked. But this is the conftant 
effed of fadtions in States, to make men prefer the 
interefts of a party , to all the confiderations , 
either of private or public duty ; and it is not 
ftrange , that Pompey , young and ambitious , 
ihould pay more regard to the power of Sylla, 
than to a fcruplc of honor or gratitude ". Cicero 
l^owever fays of this Carbo , that there never 
was.** a worfe Citizen, or more wicked man" :" 
which will go a great way towards excufmg 
Pompey 's adl. 

Sylla having fubdued all, who were in arms 
ogainft him , was now at leifure to take his full 
revenge on their friends and adherents ; in which^ 
by the deteftable method of a ProJfcription , of 
which be was the firft author and inventor , he 
exercifed a more infamous cruelty, than had ever, 
been pradifed in cold blood in that,: or perhaps 
in any other City**. The profcription was. not 
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coDfined to Rome, but carried through all the' 
towns of Italy; where befides the crime of party^ 
which was pardoned to none, it was faul to 
be poflefled of money, land^, or apleafant feat;* 
all manner of licence being indulged to an infolent 
army • of carving for themfelves what fortunes 
they pleafed". 

In this general deftrudion of th^ Marian fa(^on,* 
J. CteCir, then about Ceventeen years old, had* 
nmch difficulty to efcape with life: he was nearly > 
allied to old Marius ,, arid had married CinnaV 
daughter; whom he could not be induced to put 
away, by all the threats of Sylla; who confidering 
him for that reafonas irreconcileable to his interefts, 
deprived him of his wife's fortune and the Friefto 
hood , which he had obuined. C^far therefore , 
apprehending ftill fomewhat worfe , thought i& 
prudent to retire and conceal himfelf in the coun-' 
try, where being difcovered accidentally by Sylla's 
foldiers , he was for<:ed to redeem his head by a 
vety large fum: but the interceffion of the Veftal 
Virgin^, and the authority of his powerful rela* 
tions, extorted a grant of his life very unwillingly 
from Sylla ; who bad them take notice , that he , 
for whofe faf^ty they were fo folicitous, would 
one day be the ruin of that Ariftocracy , which 
be was then eftid>liihing with fo much pains , for 
that he (aw many Marius in one Cie(ar*\ The 
event confirmed Sylla's predidion ; for by the 
experience of the& times , young Csefar wa9 
inftruded both how to form, and. to execator 
ihatfcheme^ which was the grand purpofo of 
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his whole life, of opprefling tbe liberty of hU 
Country. 

As foon as the ptx>fctiptions Vrcrc over , im& 
the fcene grown a little calm, L. Flaccus, being^ 
chofen Interrex , declared Sylla t>idat}or for 
fettling the ftate of the Republic without any 
limitation of time , and ratified whatever he hsui 
done, or ifaould do , by a fpeciai law , that 
empowered him to pat any Citizen ^to' death ^ith^ 
out hearing or trial *^ This office of Didatcnr; 
which in early times had oft been of fmgular 
fervice to the Republic in cafes of difficulty and 
diftrels, was now grown odious and fufpededy 
in the prefent ftate of it^s wealth and power ^ ai 
dangerous to the public liberty, and for diat 
reafon had been wholly difufed and laid^ afidtf 
for one hundred and twen^ years paft**: fb 
that Flaccus's Law was the pure effed of fbro^ 
and terror; and though petended to be made by 
die people, was utterly detefted by them. Sylla 
however , being invefted by it: with i^folutc 
authority, made many ufeful regulations for the 
better order of the Government; and by the 
plenitude of his power changed in great mea&Nrd 
the whole conftitutlon of it, from a Democrat 
tical to an 'Ariftocratical form , by advancing the 
prerogative of the Senate, and depteffing that of 
the people. He took from the Equeftrian Ofd^f 
the judgment of all caufes, which they had enjoyed 
from the time of the Gracdhi,. and redored it to 
the Senate ; deprived the j>eo|)le of the right 
of chafing the Priefts;^ . s^nd repkced it in the 

Colleges 



Digitized by 



Google 



IVl T. CICERO. 3> 

Colleges ofPriefts, but above aU, he abridged 
the imrtioderate Power ef the Tribunes, which 
had been the chief fource of all their civil difleil- 
fions ; for he madb theto incapable of any other 
Magiftracy after the Tribunate ; rtftrained thi^ 
liberty of appealing to them ; took from them 
their capital privilege, of propofing laws to the 
people; and left them nothing but thtk negative; 
or, as Cicero foys, "the power only of helpings 
iiot of hurting any one ** "4 But that he might 
flot be fufpeded of aiming at perpetual Tyranny^ 
and a total fubverfion of the Republic, he fu£Fered 
the Confuls to be chofefb in the regular manner^ 
and to govern^ ds ufual, in all the ordinary affairs 
of the City: whilft he employed himfelf particu- 
larly in reforming the diforders of the State , by 
putting his hew law* irt execution; and in'diftri- 
buting the confifcated lands of the adverfe party 
among his Legions : fo that the Republic feemed 
to be once more fettled on a legal bafis , and the 
laws and judicial proceedings began to flourilDfi 
in the Forum. About the fame time Molo the 
Rhodian ' came again to Rome , to folicit the 
payment of what wa« dOe to his Country, for 
their fervices ia the Mithridatic war; which gave 
Cicero an opportunity of putting himfelf a fecond 
time under his diredion, and perfeding his Oratori- 
cal talents by his farther inftruAions of fo renowned 
a Matter ^*: whof^ abilities and charader were fo 
highly reverenced , that he was the firft of all 
Foreigners, who was ever allowed to fpe^k to 
the Senate in Gr^ek wiiboiic an interpreter ^% 
Vol- L D 
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Which (hows in what vogue the Greek learning, 
and efpccially eloquence, flourifhed at this time 
in Rome- 
Cicero had now run through all that courfe of 
difcipline, which he lays down as heceffary to form 
the complete Orator: for, in his treatife on that 
fubjedl, he gives us his own fentiments in the 
perfon of Craffus^ on the inftitution requifite to 
that charadler; declaring, ^* that no man ought to 
pretend to it, without being previoufly acquainted 
with every thing worth knowing in art or nature; 
that this is implied in the very name of an Orator; 
whofe profeflion it is to fpeak upon every fubjedk 
which can be propofed to him ; and whofe 
eloquence, without the knowledge of what he 
fpeaks, would be the prattle only and imperti- 
nence of children ". " He had learnt the rudiments 
of Grammar and languages from the ableft teachers; 
gone through the (Indies of humanity and the 
politer letters with the poet Archias ; been in* 
ftrudled in Philofophy by the principal Profeffors 
of each fed; Phxdrus the Epicurean, Philo 
the Academic, Diodotus the Stoic; acquired a 
perfedt knowledge of the law, from the greateft 
lawyers , as well as the greateft Statefmen of 
Rome, the two Scaevolas; all which accomplifti- 
ments were but minifterial and fubfervient to that 
on which his hopes and ambition were fingly 
placed , the reputation of an Orator: to qualify 
himfelf therefore particlilarly for this, the attended 
the pleadings of all the fpeakers of bis time ; heard 
ihe daily Ie(!%ures of the moft eminent Orators of 
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Greece, and was perpetually compofing fomewhat 
at home, and declaiming under their corredion: 
and that he might negledl nothing, which could 
help in any degree to improve and polifh his ftyle, 
he fpent the intervals of his leifure in the company 
of the Ladies; efpecially of thofe who were re- 
markable for a politenefs of language, and.whofc 
Fathers had been diftinguifhed by a fame and 
ireputation of their eloquence. While he ftudied 
the laW therefore under Scaevola the Augur, he 
frequency converfed with his wife Laelia, " whofe 
difcourfe, " he fays, "was tindured with all the 
degance of her Father Laelius, " the politcft fpeaker 
of his age ** : he was acquainted likewife with 
lier daughter Mucia, who married the great Orator 
L. Craffus ; and with her Granddaughters, the 
two Liciniae; one of them, the wife of L; Scipio; 
the other of young Marius; who all excelled 
Ml that delicacy of the Latin tongue, which was 
peculiar to their families, and valued themfelves 
on preferving and propagating it to their pofte- 
rity. 

Thus adorned and accomplifhed , he offered 
himfelf to the bar about the age of twenty- fix; 
pot as others generally did, raw and ignorant of 
their buiinefs , and wanting to be formed to it by 
ufe and experience '** , but finifhed , and qualified 
at once to fuftain any caufe, which fhould be 
committed to him. Ic has been controverted both 
by the aiicients and moderns, what was the firft 
caufe in which he was engaged; fome give it for 
shat of P. Quindius; others for S. Rofcius: but 
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neither of them are in the right; for in his OratiOn 
for Quindius he exprefsly declares , that he had 
pleaded ^^ other c^ufes before it ; " and in that for 
Rofcius, fays only, that it was ^^ the firft public 
or crimiqal caufe/' in which he was concerned: 
and it is reafonable to imagine, that he had tried 
his ftrength , and acquired fome credit in private 
caufcs, before he would venture ypon a public 
one of that importance; agreeably to the advice, 
, which Qiiintilian gives to his young pleaders "\ 
whofe rules are generally drawn from the pradice 
and example of Cicero. 

The caufe of P. Quindius , was to defend him 
from an adion of bankruptcy brought againft 
him by a creditor , who , on pretence of his 
having forfeited his recognizance , and withdrawn 
himfelf from juftice, had obtained a decree to 
^ize his eRate , and expofe ii to fale. The 
creditor was one of the public Criers, who 
attended the Magiftrates , and by his intereft 
among them , was likely to opprefs Qjiiindius, 
and had already gained an advantage againft him 
by the authority of Hortenfms , who was his 
Advocate. Cicero entered into the caufe, at the 
earneft defire of the famed Comedian, Rofcius, 
whofe fiftcr was Quindius's wife'** : be endeavoured 
at firft to excufe himfelf; alledging, *' that he 
fliould not be able to fpeak a word againft 
Hortenfius, any more than the. other Players could 
ad with any fpirit before Rofcius ; " bui Rofcius 
would take no excufe , having forntied Juch a 
judgment of him , as to think no man fp capabk 
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ei fupporting a defperate caofe, againU a crafty 
and powerful adverfary. 

After he- bad given a fpecimen of himfelf to iht 
City, in this, and feveral other private caufes, he 
undertook the celebrated defence of S. Rofcius, 
of Aroeria, in his 27th year; the fame age, as 
the learoed have obferved ^ in which Demofthenes 
fird began to diftinguifh himfelf in Athens ; as 
if in ibefe genios of the firft magnitude that was 
the proper feafon of blooming towards maturiiiy. 
The. cafe of Rofcius was this : ^' his father was 
killed in the late profcription of Sylla; and his 
eftate, worth about 60,000 1. (lerling, was fold 
among the confifcated eftates of the profcribed, 
for a trifling fum to L. Cornelius Chryfogonus, 
a young favorite flave, whom Sylla had mad^ 
free; who,, to lecure his pofleflion of it, accufed 
the fon of the murder of his father, and had 
provided evidence to convid him;" fo that the 
young man was like to be deprived, not only of 
his fortunes, but by a more villainous cruelty, of 
his honor alio and his life. All the old Advocates 
refufed to defend him , fearing the power of the 
Profecutor,. and the refentment of Sylla**'; fmce 
Rofcius's defence would neceffarily lead them into 
many complaints on the times, and the oppreflions 
of the great: but Cicero readily undertook it, as 
a glorious opportunity of inlifting himfelf into 
the fervicc of his country , and giving a public 
tedimony of his principles and zeal for that 
Jiberty, to which he had devoted the labors of 
his life. Rofcius was acquitted^ to the great honot 

D3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38 THE LIFE 'OF 

of Cicero, 'whofc courage and addrefs in defending 
him was applauded by the whole city; fo that 
from this moment he was looked upon as an 
advocate of the firft clafs, and equal to the greateft 
caufes'**. 

Havttng occafion, in the courfe of his pleading; 
to piention that remarkable punifliment, which 
their anceftors had contrived for the murder of 
a parent, of fowing the criminal alive into a fack, 
and throwing him into a river, he fays, "that 
the meaning of it was, to ftrike him at onqf as 
it were out of the fyftem of nature, by taking 
from him the air, the fun, the water, and the 
earth; that he who had deftroyed.the author of 
his being, fhould lofe the benefit of thofc elements, 
whence all things derive their being. They would 
not throw him to ^he beafts, left the contagion 
^f fuch wickednefs fhould make the beafts them- 
felves. more furious; they would not commit him 
naked to the ftream, left he fhould pollute the 
very fea, which was the purifier of all other pollu- 
tions : they left him no fhare of any thing natural, 
how vile or common foever : for what is fo com- 
mon , as breath to the living , earth to the dead , 
the fea to thofe who float, the fhore to thofe 
who are caft up ? Yet thefe wretches live fo , as 
long as they can , as not to draw breath frona the 
air; die f o , as not to touch the ground; are fo 
toffed by the waves, as not to be wafhed by 
them; fo caft out upon the fhore, as to find no 
reft even on the rocks "'• " This paffage was 
received with acclamations of applaufe ; yet fpeak* 
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ing of it afterwards himfelf, he callis^it ^ the redun- 
dancy of a juvenile fancy, which wanted the 
corredion of his founder judgment; and, like 
all the compofitions of young men , was not' 
applauded fo. much for it's own (ake, as for the 
hopes which it gave of his more improved and 
ripened talents'**." 

The popuhirity of his caufe , and the favor • of 
the audience, gave him fuch fpirits, that he 
cxpofed the infolence and villany of the favorite. 
Chryfogonus with great gaiety ; and ^ventured^ 
even to mingle feveral bold ftrokes at Sylla him- 
ielf ; which he took care however to palliate , by" 
obferving, ^'that through the multiplicity of Sylla's 
siffairs, who reigned as abfolute on earth, as Jupiter 
did in heaven, it was not pojGGble for him to* 
kpow , and neceffary even to connive at many- 
things , which his favorites did againft his will '*'. 
He would not complain," he fays, " in times, 
like thofe , that an innocent man's eftate was^ 
cxpofed to public fale ; for were it allowed to 
him to ^eak freely on that head, Rofeius was not 
a perfon of fuch confequence, that he Ihould make 
a particular complaint on his account; bi;it hemuO; 
infift upon it , that by the law of the Profcription 
itfelf, whether it was Flaccus's the Interrex, or 
Sylla's the Didlator, for he knew not which to 
call it, Rofcius's edate was not forfeited, nor liable 
to be fold*"." In the conclufion , he puts the 
Judges in mind, ^^ that nothing was £6 much 
aimed at by the Profecutors in this trial, as, by 
the condemnation of Rolcius, to gain a precedent 
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fox dcftroying the chitdcen of the profcribed;: h« 
cojajurciT them therefore by all the Gods » not to 
be the authoi-s of reviving a fecond profcriptioa, 
nioue barbarpus and cruel than the firft: that the 
Senate rcfeifed to beai: any part ia the 6rft:, left 
it Ifaauid be thought to be authorized by the 
public council; — that it was their* bufinels by 
this fentence to put; a flop to that fpirit of cruelty, 
which thep pofifeffcd the Gity, fo pernicious to 
the Republic, and fo contrary to the temper and 
charadler of their anceftors — ^. " 

As by tbiB defence he acquired a great reputa- 
tion in his youth, fo he refkds upon it with 
pleafure in old age, and recoromends it to his 
fon, as the fureft \yay to true glory and authority 
in his country; to "defend the innocent in diftrefs, 
efpecially when they happen to be oppi«fled by 
the power of the Great, as I have often done,'* 
feys he, "in other caufes, but particularly in Uiat 
of Rofcius , againft Sylla himfelf in the; height of 
liis power**'. " A noble Icffon to all advancers, to 
apply their talents to the protedidn of innocence- 
and injured virtue ; and to make juftice, not 
profit, the rule and end of their labors. 

Plutarch fays, " that prefently after this trial 
Gicero took occafion to travel abroad, on pretence 
of his health, but in reality to avoid the eflFeds 
of Sylla's difpleafure : " but there feems to be no 
ground for this notion: for Sylla's revenge wasi 
now fatiated, and his mind wholly bent on reftor-, 
ing the public tranquillity; and it is evident, that 
Cicero continued, a year after this in Rome 
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VFitboM gay appfchenfion of danger, engaged, 
as before, i9*tbe fame talk of pleading caufes "*; 
and in one efpecially , more obnoxious to Sylla's 
refentment, eveh than that of Rofcius: for in the 
cafe " of a woman of Arretium, he defended the 
right of certain . To wns of Italy to the freedom 
of Rome , though SylU him&lf had deprived 
them of it by anexprefe taw; maintaining it to be 
one of tbofe natural rights , which no law of 
power on earth could take from them : " in which 
alfo he carried his point, in oppofition to Cotta, 
an Orator of the firft character and abilities, who 
pleaded againft him "', 

But we hav€ a clear account from himfeTf of 
the real motive, of hij journey : " my body, " fays 
he , ^ at this time was exceedingly weak and 
emaciated ; my neck long and fmall ; which is a 
habit thought liable to great rifle of life, if engaged 
in any fatigue or labor of the lungs ; and it gave 
the greater alarm to thofe who had a regard foe 
me 9 that I ujed to fpeak without any remiffion 
or variation, with the utmoft ftretch of my voice, 
and great agitation of my body; when my fricndis 
therefore and Fhyficians advifed me to meddle no 
more with caufes , I refolved to run any hazard, 
rather than* quit the hopes of glory, which I 
propofed to myfelf from pleading: but when 1 
conAdered , that by managing my voice , and 
changing my way of fpeaking , I might both, 
avoid all danger , and fpeak with more eafe , I 
took a refblution of travelling into Afla , merely 
for an opportunity of eorreding my manner oi 
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fpcaking: fo that after I had been two years at 
the bar, and acquired a reputation in the Forum, 
I left Rome, &c. "*. " 

He was twenty-eight years old, when he fct 
forward upon his travels to Greece and Afia; the 
fafhionable tour of all thofe , who travelled either 
for curiofity or improvement; his firft vifit was 
to Athens, the capital feat of arts and tciences; 
where forae writers tell us, that he fpent three 
years"*, though in truth it was but fix months: 
he took up his quarters with Antiochus, the 
principal Philofopher *of the old academy; anc(^ 
under this excellent mafter renewed , he fays, 
thofe ftudies which he had been fond of frqm 
his earlieft youth. Here he met witH his fchool^ 
fellow, T. Pomponius , who from his love to 
Athens, and his fpcnding a great part of his 
days in it, obtained the furname of Atticus"*; 
and here they revived and confirmed that memoi> 
able friendQiip , which fubfifted between them 
through life , with fo celebrated a conftancy and 
affedion. Atticus, being an Fpicurean, was often 
drawing Cicero from his hoft Antiochus to the 
converfation of Phsedrus and old Zei^o, the chief 
Profeffors of that fedl , in hopes of making, him a 
convert; on which fubjed they ufed to have many 
difputes between themfelves: but Cicero's view 
in thefe vifits was but to convince himfelf nwire 
cffedlually of the weaknefs of that dodrine,. by 
obferving how eafily it might be confuted , when 
c^cplained eVen by the ableft teachers '". Yet be 
did not give himfelf up fo entirely to Philofophy, 
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as to ncgled his rhetorical excrcifes, which he 
performed ftill every day very diligently with 
Demetrius the Syrian , an experienced Inafter of 
the art of fpeaking"*. 
^ It was in this firft journey to Athens , that he 
was initiated mod probably into the Eleufinian 
myfteries : for though we have no account of the 
time , yet we cannot fix it better than in a 
voyage undertaken both for the improvement of 
his mind- and body. The reverence with wHich 
lie always fpeaks of thefc myfteries, and the hints 
that he has dropt of their end and ufe, feem to 
confirm what a very learned and ingenious writer 
has delivered of them, that they were contrived 
to inculcate "the unity of God, and the immor- 
tality of the Soul '". " As for the firft, after 
obferving to Atticus , who was one alfo of the 
initiated, how " the Gods of the popular religions 
were all but deceafed mortals , advanced from 
earth to heaven , " he bids him " remember the 
dodlrines of the myfteries , in order to recoUedb 
the univerfality of that truth:'* and as to the 
fecond, he declares "his initiation to be in fad, 
what the name itfelf implied , a real beginning of 
life to him ; as it taught the way , not only of 
living with greater pleafure, but of dying alfo 
•with a better hope"*." 

From Athens he paffed into Afia, where he 
gathered about him all the principal Orators of 
the country, who kept him company through 
the reft of his voyage ; and with whom he 
conftantly exercifed himfclf in every place, where 
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he made any ftay. ^* The chief of them, *' feys 
he , " was Menippus of Stratohica , the mod 
eloquent of all the Afiatics; and if to be neither 
tedious, nor imp€rtitient, be the charaderillic of 
an Attic Orator, he may juftly be ranked in that 
clafs: Dionyfius alfo of Magnefia, £fchylus o£ 
CnidoSy and Xenocles of Adramyttus were conti* 
nually with me , who were reckoned the firft 
Rhetoricians of Afia : nor yet content with thefe^ 
I went to Rhodes , and applied myfelf again to 
Molo , whom I had heard before at Rome ; who 
was both an experienced Pleader , and a fine 

^ writer, and particularly expert in obferving the 
faults of his fcholars , as well as in his method o£ 
teaching and improving them : his greateft trouble 
with me was to reftrain the exuberance of a 
juvenile imagination , always ready to overflow 
it's banks , within its due and proper dian- 
ncl"\" 

But as at Athens, where Ke employed bimfelf 
chiefly in Philofophy, he did not intermit his 
oratorical (ladies, lb at Rhodes, where his chief 

. ftudy was Oratory, he gave foa|e (hare alfo of 
his time to Philofophy with PoGdonius, the moft 
efteemed and learned Stoic of that age; whom 
he often fpeaks of with honor , not only as his 
mafter, but as his friend"*. It was his conftant 
care,, that the progrefs of his knowledge fhould 
keep pace with the improvement of his eloquence; 
he confidercd the one as the foundation of the 
other, and thought it in vain to acquire orna- 
ments,, before he had provided neccflary furniture: 
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lie declaimed here in Greek , becaufe Molo did 
not underftand Latin ; and upon ending his decla* 
mation, while the reft of the company were laviffa 
of their praifes , Molo , inftead of paying any 
compliment, fat filent a codfiderable time, tiH 
obfcrving Cicero fomewhat difturbed at it, ht 
laid , " as for you , Cicero , I praife and admire 
you, but pity the fortune of Greece, toffee arts 
ind eloquence , the only ornaments which were 
Jcfe to her , tranfplanted by you to Rome '". ^ 
Having thus finiflied the circuit of his travels, he 
came back again to Italy, aftei' an excurfion of 
two years extremely improved , and changed 
as it were into a new man: the vehemence of 
his voice and adion was moderated; the redun* 
dancy qf his ftyle and fancy corrected ; his lungs 
ftrengthened ; and his whole conftitution coit« 
firmed "\ 

This voyage of Cicero fcems to be the only 
fcheme and pattern of travelling, from which 
any real benefit is to be expcdled ; he did not ftir 
abroad, till he had completed his education at 
home; for nothing can be more pernicious to ^ 
nation, than the neceflity. of a foreign one; and 
after he had acquired in his own country what*. 
«ver was proper to form a worthy Citizen and 
Magiftrate of Rome, he went confirmed by k 
maturity of age and reafon againft the impreflions 
of vice , not fo much to learn as to polilh what 
he had learnt , by vifiting thofe places , where arts 
and fcicnces flourifhed in their grcatcft perfedlion, 
la A tour the mod delightful of tfa^ worlds Ub 
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faw every thing that, could entertain a curious 
traveller^ yet ftaid no where any longer than 
his benefit, not his pleafure detained him^ By 
his previous knowledge of the jaws of Roine^ 
he was able to compare them with thofe of other 
cities , and to bring back with him whatever he 
fouiid ufeful , either to^ his country or to himfelf. 
He was lodged, where -ever he came, ia the 
houfes of the great and the eminept ; not fo much 
for their birth and wealth , as for their virtue , 
knowledge , and learning ; men honored and 
reverenced in their feveral Cities^ as the principal 
Patriots, Orators, and Philofophers of the age: 
thefe he made the conflant companions of 1 his 
travels ; that he might not lofe the opportunity 
even on the road, of profiting bj their advice 
ind experience ; and from fuch a voyage , it is 
no wonder, that he brought back evei*y accom- 
pliihment, which could improve and adorn a man 
of fenfe. 

Pompey returned about this time vidorious 
from Africa ; where he had greatly enlarged the 
bounds of the Empire, by the conqueft and addi- 
tion of many new countries to the « Roman domi- 
nion* He was received with great marks of refpeft 
by the Didator Sylla , who w.ent out to meet him 
at the head of the nobility , and faluted him by 
the title of Magnus, or the Great; which from 
that authority was ever after given to him by all 
people. But his demand of a triumph difgufted 
both Sylla and the Senate; who thought it too 
ambitious in one, \v^ho had paffed jhropgh none 
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of the public offices, nor was of age to be a Se- 
nator, to afpire to an honor, "which had never 
•beep granted , except to Confuls or Prsetprs : but 
Ppmpey, infifting on his demand, extorted Sylla's 
confent, and was the firft whofe triumphal car is 
faid to have been drawn by Elephants, and the 
only one of the Equeftrian order who had ever 
triumphed : which gave an unufual joy to the 
people , to fee a man of their own body obtain fd 
fignal an honor ; and much niore to fee him de- 
fccnd again from it to his old rank, and private 
condition among the. Knights "'. 

Whilfe Pompey, by his exploits in War, had 
acquired the furname of the Great, J. Caefar , about 
fix years younger, was giving proofs likewife of his 
military genius, and ferving as a volunteer at the 
fiege of Mitylene ; a fplendid and flourifbing city 
of Lefbos, which had affifted Mithridates in the 
late war, and perfidioufly delivered up to him M. 
Aquilius, a perfon of Confular dignity, who had 
been fent Ambaffador to that King, and after the 
defeat of the Roman army had taken refuge iil 
Mitylene, as in a place of the greateft fecurity. 
Mithridates is faid to have treated him with the 
laft indignity; carrying him about in triumph, 
mounted upon an Afs, and forcing him to pro- 
claim every where aloud , that he was Aquilius, 
who had been the chief caufc of the war. But 
the Town now paid dear for that treachery , being 
taken by ftorm , and almod demolilhed by Q. 
Thermus : though Pompey reftored it afterwards 
to it's former beauty and liberty, at the requeft 
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of his favorite frccdman TIteophancs. In this 
fiege Caefer obtained the honor of a Civic crown; 
-which, though made only of oaken leaves, was 
efteemed the moft reputable badge of Martial 
virtue; and never bellowed, but for faving the 
life of a Citizen, and killing at the fame time 
an enemy '**. 

Sylla died while Cicero was at Athens, after 
he had laid down the Didlatoribip and reftored 
liberty to the Republic, and, with an uncommon 
greatnefs of mind , lived many months as a private 
Senator and with perfedl fecurity in that City 
where he had exercifed the moft bloody tyranny : 
but nothing was thought to be greater in his cha* 
radler, than that during the three years, in which 
the Marians were matters of Italy, he neither dif- 
fcmbled his refolution of purfuing them by arms, 
MOr negleded the war which he had upon his 
hands; but thought it his duty, firft to chaftife a 
foreign enemy , before he took his revenge upon 
Citizens'*'. His family was nobk and Patrician, 
which yet, through the indolence of hisAnceftofs, 
had made no figure in the Republic for many ge- 
nerations, and was almoft funk into obfcurity, till 
he produced it again into light, by afpiring to the 
honors of the State. He was a lover and patron 
of polite letters; having been carefully inftituted 
himfelf in all the learning of Greece and Rome ; 
but from a peculiar gaity of temper, andfondneCs 
for the company of IVIiraics and Players, was 
drawn, when young, into a life of luxuiy aud plea- 
furej fbthat \yben he was fenc Quaeftor to IVlaqus 
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in the Jugurthide war , Maritis coait>]aine(}t that 
in fo rough and defperate a fervice cbadce had 
given him fo foft and delicate a Quaeftdr, But 
ivhtther roufed by the example ^ or ftung by the 
reproach of his Oeneral^ he behaved himfelf in 
that charge with the greatefi vigor and courage^ 
laffering no man to outdo him in any part of 
military duty or .labor , making himfelf equal and 
familiar even to the loweft of the fqldiers, and 
obliging them all by his good ofik:e9 Aad his 
money ; fo that he foon acquired the favor of th/e 
mrmyi with the charader of a brave and^ilful 
Commander; and lived to drive Marius himfelf ^ 
banifhcd and profcribed, into that very province 
where he had been contemned by him at firft as 
liis Qij8cftor*'*4 He had a wonderful faculty of 
concealing his palfions add purplofes , and iwas fo 
different from himfelf in different ciroinn (lances « 
that he feemed as it were to be two men in onei 
no mto Was ever more mild and moderate ,hefoi^ 
vidlory j none more bloody and cruel aftqr it ^% . 
In war he pradifed the fame art, that ht bad feeti 
fo fuccefsful to Marius^' of rai(kg a kind oC 
•cnthufiafm and contempt of danger in his army^ 
Jby the forgery of aufpices and divine adm^ni;- 
tions : for which end he carried alwaysi about 
With him a little (latue of Apollo taken from the 
Temple of Delphi t and Whentvcr he bad refolvcd 
<to give battle , ufed to embrace it in fight of the 
£>IdierS4 and beg the fpeedy confirmation of it's 
promifes to him "^ From an uninterrupted courfe 
iof iMcdM.Jind prolpefity. bf ^affamed a inmame^ 
Vol, L E 
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unknown before to the Romans , of Felix or the 
Fortunate; and would have been fortunate indeed, 
fays Velleius , if his life had ended with his 
vidories/'*. Pliny calls it a wicked title,, drawn 
from the blood and oppreflion of his country; 
for which poAerity would think him more unfor* 
cunate, even than thofe wh6n^ he had put to 
death"*. He bad one felicity however peculiar 
to himfelf ) of being the only man in hidory, in 
trhbm the odium of the moft' barbarous cruelties 
v^as extinguiflied by the glory of his great ads. 
Cicero , though he had a good opinion of his 
i::auTe, yet detefted the inhumanity of his vidory, 
and never fpeaks of him with refped , nor of bis 
government , but as a proper tyranny ; callii^g him 
"a mafter of three moft peftilent vices , luxury , 
avarice, cruelty "*'. He was the firft of bis 
family , wbofe dead body was burnt : for b^ving 
ordered Marius's remains to be, taken out of his 
grave, and thrown into the river Anio, he 
was a^prehenfive of the fanoe infult upon his 
own, if left to the ufual way of burial'**., A 
little before his death , be made his own Epitaph, 
the fum of which was, "that no man had ever 
gone beyond him , in doing good to his friends , 
or hurt to his enemies'"/* 

As foon as Sylla was dead, the old.diflenfions, 
that had been fmotbered a white by the terror of 
his power , burft out again into a flame between 
the two fadions, fupported feverally by the two 
Confuls, Q. Gatulus and M. Lepidus, who were 
vhoUyoppofite to each other in party and politicsw 
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Lcpidus tefolved at all adventures to rcfcind the 
a<9^ of Sylla ^ and recall xhe exiled Marians ; and 
began openly to folicit the people, to fnpport him 
in that refolucion : but his attempt , though plau« 
fible, was factious and unfeafonable , tending to 
overturn the prefent fettiement of the Republic ^ 
Avhich after it's late wounds asid lofs of civil bloody 
>yanted nothing to much as reft and quiet ^ to re* 
cover a tolerable degree of ftrength. Catulus's 
father » tl^e ableft Statefman of his timei and the 
f:hief ifTertor of the Ariftocratical intereft i had been 
condemned to die by Marius: the foii therefore^ 
who inherited his virtues » as well as his.principles, 
ajid was confirmed in them by a refentment of 
that injury^ vigoroufly oppofed and effectually 
dJfappointed all the defigns of his Colleague ; who 
finding himfelf unable to gain his end without re- 
curring to arms I retired to his government of 
Gaul , with intent to raife a force fufficient to fub- 
due all oppofitioil; where the fame of his levies 
and military preparations gave fuch umbrage tf> 
the Senate^ that they foon abrogated his command. 
Upon this he came forward into Italy at the head 
of a great armyi and having poflefTed himfelf of 
£truria without oppofition ) marched in a hodile 
Uianner towards the City , to the demand of a fe;- 
cond Confulfhip. He had with him Several of th^ 
* chief Magiftrates , and the good wiihes of all the 
Tribunes^ and hoped by the authority of the Ma. 
riad caufe , which was always favored by the po. 
pulace, to advance himfelf into. Sylla's place, and . 
uiurp the fovereign power of Rome.' Catulus ia 
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tlie mean time upoh the expiration of hi^ office^ 
vras ' invcftcd with Proconfular authority , and 
charged with the defence of the government ; and 
•Pompcy alio, by a decree of the Senate, wa$ 
joined ^ith him in the fame commiflion; who 
•having united their forces before Lepidus could 
reach the city, came to an engagement with him 
near the Milvian bridge, withiti a mile or two from 
the walls , where they totally routed and difperfed 
liis whole army. But the Cifalpine Gaul being 
ilill in the pofTedion of his Lieutenant, M. Brutus, 
the father of him who afterwards killed Caefar^ 
Pompey marched forward to reduce that Pro- 
vince: where Brutus, after fuftaining a (iege in 
Modena, furrendered himfelf into bis hands; but 
t>eirig conducted, as he defired, By a guard of 
borfe to ^ certain village upon the Po , he was 
there killed by Pompey's orders. This adl was 
cenfured as crue! and unjuft , and Pompey gene- 
rally blamed for killing a man of the firft quality, 
Svho had furrendered himfelf voluntarily and on 
the condition of his life : but he aded probably 
l)y the advice df ' C^tulus , in laying hold of the 
pretext of Brutus*s treafon , to dcftroy a man , who 
from {lis rank and authority, might hive been a 
dangerous Head to the Marian party , and capable 
of difturbing that Ariftocracy, which Sylla had 
eftabliCbed;; and which the Senate and all the 
better fort were very defirous to maintain. Le- 
pidus efbaped into Sardinia, where he died food 
after of grief, to fee bis hopes and fortunes fo 
Inferably blafted : and thus ended th« civil war 
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of Lepidus , as dio Roman writers call it , which,, 
though but fhort lived » was thought confiderable 
enough by Salluft to be made the fubjed o( a 
cfiftind Hiftory, of which feveral fragments are 
ftill remaining "*. 

As Cicero was returning from his travels towards 
Rome^ full of hopes, and afpiring thoughts, his 
:unbition was checked , as Plutarch tells us , by 
the Delphic Oracle; for upon confulting Apollo^ 
i^y what means he might arrive at the height of 
glory, be was anfwered, ^^by making his owi^ 
genius and nojt the opinion of the people, the 
guide of his rlifc ; '' upon which he quri^ bimfetf 
afrer his return with ^reat caution^ and was vtry, 
ihy of pretending to public honors* But though 
the rule be very good , yet Cicero was certainljir 
too wife, and had fpent too much of his time 
with Fhilofppheirs ^ to fetch it from an Oracle^ 
which according to his owa account, had bceci 
in the utmoft contempt for many ages^ and was 
^nfidered by all men of fenfe as a mere im'^ 
pofturc'". But if he really went to Delphi,, of 
yrhich wc have not the lead hint in any of his 
writings, we mu(V impute it to the (ame motive^ 
that draws to many Travellers at this day to the 
Holy Houfe of Loretto; the curioGty of feeing 
a place fo celebrated through the world for it'{ 
iandity and riches. After his return, however ,ht 
was fo far from, bbferving that caution whic^ 
Plutarch fpeaks of, tluit he freely and forwardly 
refumed ^is former employ mc^it of pleading j^an^ 
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after one year more li>cnt at the Bar, obtained in' 
the next the dignity of Quaeftor. 

Among the caufes 'which he pleaded before hi^ 
Quseflorlhip \eas that of the famous Comedian 
Kofcius, Mrhom a fingular ^lerit in his art had re- 
commended to the femiHarity and frieridOiip of^ 
the greateft men in Ronie'^'. The caufc Mras^ 
this; one Fannius ^*had made over to Rofcius a 
young flave , to be formed by him to the ftagc , 
on condition of a partnerfbip in the profits, which 
the flave fliould acquire by ading: the flave Mra» 
Afterwards killed, and Rofcius profecuted the 
Ktui^derer for damages, and obtained, by a com- 
{Sofition, a little farm worth about eight hundred 
pounds, for his particular fliare: Fannius alio fued 
feparately, and was fuppofed to bavc gained as 
iftiuch , but pretending to hi^ve recoycred nothing , 
fued Rofcius for the moiety. of what he had re^ 
ceived. ** One cannot but obferve from Cicero's 
pleadmg the wonderful eftcem and reputation in 
which Rofcius then flouriflied, of whom be draws 
a very amiably pi£{ure. — "Has Rofcius thenl,*^ 
lays he, *' defrauded his partner ? Can fucH a flairi 
ftick upon fuch a man? who, I fpeak it with 
confidence, ha.s more integrity thari^ flcill, mor? 
veracity than experience: whom Ihe people ot 
Rome know to be a better man than he is an 
Alftor; and while he makes the firft figure on the 
ftagc for his art, is worthy of the Senate for bis 
virtue "\ ** Iii another place he fays of bim , " that 
ne was fudh an artift, as to feein the only one 
fit to coiHe upon the flage; yet fuch a man, as to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M. T. Cil C E R a 5Sr 

feem tbe only one unfit to come upon it utall *'*: \ 
and that bis adion was fp perfed and admirable, 
that Mfben a man excelled in any other profeflioa^ 
it Was 2^wn into a proverb to call him a Rof; 

cjus "*. '' His daily pay for ading is laid to have 
been about thirty pounds fterling'^*. Pliny com* 
putes his yearly proAt 9/t four ]Lhou(and^p{>uqds'*'; 
but Cicero feems to rateiit at five thou&qd.- ,He 
was geoorous^ benevolent, and a conteipnf r j of; 
money; and after he had raifed an ample forqunc 
igrom the ftage, gave his pains to the publjic for^ 
many years without any pay : whence Cicero urget 
it as incredible , ** that he who in ten years pad. 
might honeftly have gained fifty thouland pfi^lfidst: 
which he refufed , (bould be tempted to copmit a 
fraud tor the paultry fum qf four hundred/*?/' . 

, At the fame of Cicero's return froii^ Greece, 
diere reigned in the Forum, two ^Orators of nqblo 
birth and great authority, Cotta and Hprtpafius^ 
who£e glory inflamed him with an emulation of 
their vif^s^ Cottars way of fpeakiog was falnv 
and (|fa|y lowing with great elegance and propriety, 
pi didion j Hortcnfuis's fprightly , elevated , an4 
warming both by his words and adion ; who beings 
tjhe nearer to him in age, about eight years olderi^ 
^d excelling in his own cafte and manner, was 
confidered by him more particularly as his pattern, 
or competitor rather in glory'*'. The bufinels o^ 
pleading, though a profcOBqn qf all others the moft 
laborious, yet was. not mercenary, or i^nckrtakei^ 
(or any pjiy ; for it was i]ilcgal ,to take mdnfy, pjj 
to accept ^ven a prefent for k: but theri^heft, 

E4 
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the greaieft , and the nobleft of Romor freely offer* 
ed cbeir catent$ to the fervice of their citizens, as. 
the common Guardians and Protedtors of the in* 
nocent an<t diftpeffed ^*\ Tbi» was a conftitutioit 
as old as Romulus, who afligned the patronage 
of the people to the Patricians or Senators , with* 
out Fee or reward : but in fucceeding ages, when, 
through' the avarice of the Nobles , it was become 
a cuilofii for all Clients, to make annual prefents 
t6 their Patrons , by which the body of the Citi* 
zens was made tributary as it were to the Senate, 
]VI*^Cinciusj a Tribune, publilbedalaw, prohibits 
in^Iall' Senators **to take money or gifts on any 
nfetbttrttl, 'knd efpecially for pleading caufes."* In 
Ae cotitdft about this law , Cicero mentions a fmart 
reply made by the Tribune to C. Cento, one of 
the Diistars who oppofed it ; for wheti Cento aflced 
Bim with fome fcorn, ♦^What is it, my little 
Cincios , liiat you are making all this ftir about?** 
Cininw replied , '* that you , Caius j*^ may pay iof 
what you life '^*. *^ We miift not imigirJe however, 
that 'this gencrofityof the Great was wholly difc 
interefted,- or without any cxpeftatiort "df fmit; 
firf'lt ^^otight the nobleft which a liberal t»ind 
could^recc'ive, the fruit of praife and honor from^ 
the public voice of thcii* country : ft Was the proper 
inftrumcnt of their ' ambition , and the fure means 
of a^ildng them to the firft dignities of the 
St2(te: they gave tBeJif labors to the people, and 
the pidple repaid them M^ith the honors and pre- 
fetmfeflts which*^ they had the power <6 beftow^ 
thk^Vr^ ^ wife aridf K^ppy conftituttbn ^ where by 
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a ncccflary coonexibn betw^il vhtUe and hbnor, 
tbey ferved mutoally to produce and perpetuau 
each other; where the reward of honors eycjte^ 
uacrit, and merit never failed to procure honoris 
Uie only policy which can make a nation greal 
and prdTperous. 

Thus the three Orators ju(^ mentioned , record* 
ing to the cuftom and con(Utiii^o^ of I^omc^ 
were all feverally employed this fummer in filing 
for the different Offices, to which their differeii^ 
age and rank gave them a Tigbt to : pretend { 
Cottsi for the Co^fulfliip, Hortenfijiis the i£di« 
lefbip, Cicero the Quaeftorfhip; in ^^hiph they; 
all fucceeded : and Cicero efpeci^lly had ^ hanoi; 
to be chofen the firft of all his coaipecilt0xs by 
the unaninaous fu^rage of the Tribes; s^nd in tb^ 
^rft year in which he was ca^b't^ of k by iaWf 
the thirty firft of his age '*^ r „ 

The Quaeftpi^ were the general Receivejrj^ pi; 
Treafprers of thf Republic; whoSt number h^ 
been gradually enlarged with ^ bptf^ds and^^P^ 
vehii^ of {d>e Empire from twp> tp twenty , ik it 
TOW flood from:Dhe laft regulation of $y^a. Th^ 
l¥ere fent ani|u,aUy into tbe feveral Prpvii^ees, on? 
with every Proconful or Governor > to whogi they 
were the next in authority, .^nd )^a4 tlfc prc^fM^ 
cciuip^e of IVUgiAr^tcs , the Li^oi^ oKrying tfaff 
Fafces before theno^; which was not however allowf 
fd to tlbem a^Romc• Befides the c^re oi thp 
twmuts ^ it was their bufinefe alfo tQ pr^ide f:cuf^ 
andajl forts of gr^in for the life €>f 4li,e arn|ici( 
^ozd^ and the publij:; co^fionpt^ M hornet 
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This was the firft ftep in the legal afcent and 
^adacion of public honors , vrhich gave an imme- 
diate right to the Senate, and after the expiration 
^f the oiBce an H^lual admiflion into it during life : 
and though ftridly fpeaking none were held to h€ 
complete Senators, till they were enrolled at the 
next Luftrum , in the lift of the Cenfors ^ yet that was 
only a matter of form , and what eould not be 
denied to them , unle6 for the charge and notoriet]^ 
of fome crime, for which every other Senator was 
equally liable to be degraded* Thefe Quaeftors: 
therefore, chofen annually by tjie people, were the 
regular and ordinary fupply of the vacancies of 
the Senate, which confifted at this time of about 
five hundred : by which excellent inftituticn the 
way to the higheft Order of the State was laid open 
to the virtue and ihduftry of every private citizen; 
and the dignity of this Sovereign Council maintaiti- 
ed byafucceffion of members , whofe diftinguifhed 
merit had firff recommended them to the notice 
and favor of their Country**'. 

The Confuk of this year were Cn. Odbiviusi 
and C. Scribobius Curio; the firft was Cicaro'Sl 
jpai^iculair friend , aperfon of fingulaf- humanity and 
benevolence, but cruelly afflicted with the goutf 
whom Cicero therefore urges as an example againft 
the Epicureans « to ^fhow that a life fupported by 
innocence could not be made miferable by pain '*'* 
The fecond was a profefled Orator, or Pleader at 
the Bar, where he fuftained fome credit, without 
any other accomplifliment of art or nature, thai| 
a certain piirity and fplendor of IjiDguage, deriveid 
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from the inftitution of a Father , who was e(leem« 
ed for his eloquence: his adion was vehement j 
with fo ablurd a manner of waving his body^ 
from one (ide to the other , as to give ocoafion 
to a jeA; upon him , that be had learnt to fpealc 
in a boat. They were both of them however 
good Magiftrates; fuch as the prefent ftate of the 
Republic required $ firm to '- the interefts of the 
Senate, and the late eftablifiiment made by Sylla , 
which the Tribunes were laboring by all their arts 
to overthrow. 'Thefe Confuls therefore were called 
before the people by Sicinius, a bold and fadlious 
Tribune, to declare their opinion about the revo- 
cation of SyJIa's ads, and the reftbraticxh of the 
Tribunician power, which vras now the' only 
queftron that engaged the 2cal and attentioil of;th'c 
City: Curio fpoke much againft it with his ufual 
Vehemence* and agitation of bddy; wbil^ '0<ftaVius 
fat by, crippled with the gout ^ and wrapped up 
in plaifters and ointments: when Cu^io had done, 
the Tribune, a man of a humorous wit, told 
Odavius, ''that he cQuld never make amends to 
his Colleague for the fervice of that day ; for if he 
had not taken fuch pai^s to beat away the flies, 
they would certainly have^ devoured him '**." But 
while Sicinius was purfuing his feditious practices , 
and ufing all endeavours to excite the people to 
fome violence againft the Senate, he was killed 
by the management of Curio, in a tumult of his 
own raifing"*. 

We have no account of the precife time of 
Cicero's marriage; which was celebrated moft 
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probAly in the end of the preeedlo;^ year , im^ 
IMcliatcly after his return to Rome » when be vras 
al^out tbiity years old : it cannot be placed later , 
^caufe bis daughter >Vas married tbe year before 
1^ ConfuUbip, at the age only of tl^een^ 
though we fuppofe her to be born this year on 
the fifth of Auguft , which is mentioned to be her 
birth -day "*. Nor i$ theric any thing ceruin 
delivered of tbe family and conditiqn of his wife 
Terentia; yet from hst name, her g^eat foi^tune, 
fjifl her ^epr Fab^> being one of the Vefta) 
Virgins*'*, we may .conclude , that ihe was nobly 
de^ce^deid. This year therefore was particularly 
fortupate to him, j^ it brought an iacre^ not 
o^Y dFaflUe;, but. of idignity into his family^ 
by^n^fi^ptfrpm t^e^ueftrian to the Senatorian 
rairk; aifd by;this«arly tjafteof popular faypr gave 
him arliire prefage oi .bis fnture advancei^ent tp 
tljfkc (ujpenof hoiiprf of t^^ Republic, > 
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SECT. II. 



HE Provinces of the Qpae^ors being diftri- 
buted to them always by lot , the Ifland of 
Sicily happened to fall to Cicero's ihare \ Thif 
was the firft country , which , after the redudioa 
of luly , became a prey to the power of Rome * , 
and was then thought confiderable enough to be 
divided into two Provinces of Lilybeuni and 
Syracufe ; t|ie former of which was allotted to 
Cicero : for though they were both united at 
this time under one Praetor or fupreme Governor^ 
S. Peducaeus , yet they continued ftill to have 
•each of them a diftin(^ Quacftor '. H^ received 
this Office, not as a gift , but a truft; ^ and 
confidered it," he fays, ^asa public Theatre, in 
which the eyes of the world were turned upon 
him;"and that hemighta^hispiift with the greater 
jcredit , refolved to devote his whole attention t0 
it ; and to deny himfelf every pleafure , every 
gratification of his appetites , even the moft inno- 
cent and natural , which could obftriidk the laud- 
able difcharge of it ^. 

Sicily was ufually called the Granary of thte 
Republic ' ; and the Quaeftor's ^bief emplojT* 
ment in it was to fupply corn and provifions for 
the ufe of .the City : but there happening to be a 
peculiar fcarcity this year at Rome, it made the 
people very clamprous » and gave the TriJ^un^s an 
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opportunity of inflaming tbem the more eafily « by 
charging it to the lols of the Tribunician power ^ 
and their being left a prey by that means to the 
oppreffions of the great '. It was heceffary there, 
fore to the public quiet , to fend out large and 
speedy fupplies from Sicily i by which the Iflatid 
Was like to be drained ; fo that Cicero had a dif* 
ficult taflc to furnifh what was fufficient for the 
demands of the City , without being grievous at 
the fame time to the poor natives : yet he ma- 
naged the matter with fo much prudence and ad- 
dre(s, that he made very great exportations , with- 
out any burden upon the Province ; (bowing 
great courcefy all the while to the dealer^ « juftice 
to the merchants , generofity to the inhabitants « 
humanity to the allies ; and in (bort ^ doing all 
manner of good offices to every body ; by which 
he gained the love and admiration of all the Sick 
lians , who decreed greater honors to him at his 
departure , than they had ever decreed before to 
any of their Chief Governors *. During his refidcnce 
in the Country , feveral young Romans of quality , 
who ferved in the army , having committed fome 
great diforder and offence againft martial difd- 
pline, ran away to Rome for fear of punifhm^ent; 
where being feized by the Magiftrates, they were 
fcnt hack to be tried before the Praetor in Sicily : 
but Cicero undertook their defence , and pleaded 
for them fo well , that he got them all acquitted ' ; 
and by that means obliged many confiderable 
fifunilies pf the Citj^. 

In the houri of leilare from hii Provincial 
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affairs ^ he employed himfelf very diligently , aa 
he ufed to do at Rome , in his rhetorical ftudies 4 
agreeably to the rule vrhich he conftantly incut- 
cates , ^ never to let one day pafs without fome exes- 
cife of that kind *' : fo that on his return from Sicily 
his oratorical talents were , according to his owQ 
judgment, in their full perfection and maturity \ 
The Country itfelf , famous of old for it s fchool 
of eloquence , might afford a particular invitatioa 
to the revival of thofe ftudies : for the Siciliani^ 
as he tells us , being a ibarp and litigious people , 
and after the expulfion of their Tyrants , having 
many controverfies among thenifelves about pro- 
perty , which required much pleading , were the firft 
who invented rules and taught aaartoffpeaking, 
<^ which Corax and Ty fias were the firft Profeffors : 
an art which , above all others , owes it's birth t0 
liberty, and can never flourifii but in a free air '\ 

Before he left Sicily he made the tour of the 
Ifland , to fee every thing in it that was curious , 
and efp^ciaNy the city of Syracule , which had 
always isade the principl figure in it's hiftory. 
Here his firl^ re2}ueft to the Magiftrates , who wer^ 
Ihowing him the curiofities of the place , was to 
let him fee the tomb of Archimedes whofe name 
had done fo much hoqor to it ; but to his furprife 
he perceived , that they knew nothing at all of the 
matter , and even denied that there was any (uch 
tomb remaining : yet as he was affured of it be- 
yond all doubt by the concurrent teftiiQony of 
writers « and remembered ^e verfes infcribed , and 
that there v^ras a Sphere with a Cylinder engraved 
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on foiM part of it , be would not be diffiiailed 

from the pains of kzrch'wg it out. When they 

4iad carried him therefore to the gate ^ where tbi^ 

^reateft number of their old Sepulchres flood, he 

obferved in a fpot overgrown with fbrubs and 

briars , a fmall Column , whofe head juft appeared 

above thebulbes, with the figure of a Sphere and 

"Cylinder upon it; this, he prefently told the com-. 

))any « was the thing that they were looking for ; and 

lending in fome men to clear the ground of the 

brambles and rubbl(h , he found the infcription alfo 

which he expeded , though the latter part of all 

the verfcs was effaced. Thus, fays he, one of the 

«ob}e(l Cities of Greece, and once likewife the 

«hoft learned , had known nothing of the Monu* 

ment of it's mod defierving and ingenious Citizen^ 

if it had not berti difcovered to them by a Native 

of Atpinum '\ At the expiration of his year he 

took leave of the Sicilians by a kind and affedionate 

speech , afluring them of his protection in all their 

affairs at Rome ; in which he was as good as his 

•word , and continued tver after their conflant 

patron , to the great benefit and advantage of 

the Province. 

He camfe away extremely pleafed with the foe- 
cefs of his adminiflration ; and flattering himfelf « 
that alt Rome was celebrating his praifes , and that 
*the people would readily grant him every thing that 
be defired ; in which imagination he landed at 
Puteoli, a confiderable port adjoining to Baiae, the 
chief feat of plesiure in Italy , where there was a 
'|>etpctual refort .of all the ridi and the great , as wdl 

for 
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foV tlie delights of it's fft'uation , as the ufe of it's 
baths and hot waters. But here, as hehimfelf plea* 
iantly t^Us the ftory , he vras not a little mortified by 
the firft friend whom he met ; who ^ afked him » 
How long he had left Rome, and what news there? 
when he anfwered. That he came from the Provinces: 
From Africa , I fuppofc , fays another ; and upoA 
his replying with fome indignation , No ; I come 
from Sicily : a third , who ftood by , and had a 
mind to be thought wifer , faid prefently. How! 
did you not know that Cicero was Quaeftor of 
Syracufe ? Upon which , perceiving it in vain 
to be angry , he fell into the humor of the place ^ 
and made himfelf one of the company who came 
to the waters. This mortification gave fome little 
check to his ambition, or taught him rather, how 
to apply it more fuccefsfulJy ; and did him more 
good , he fays , " than if he had received all the 
compliments that he expeded; " for it made him 
refle<ft , " that the people of Rome had dull ears , 
but quick eyes ; and that it \Yas his burin6fs to keep 
himfelf always in their fight ; nor to be fo folici- 
tous how to make them hear of him , as to make" 
^em fee him : fo that from this moment he refolved 
to flick clofe to the Forum , and to live perpetually 
in the view of the City ; nor to fufifcr either his 
porter or his fleep to hinder any man's accefs to 
him "". 

At his return to Rome he found the Conful, 

L. Lucullus , employing all his power to repel the 

attempts of a turbulent Tribune, L. Quindlius, 

who had a manner of fpeaking peculiarly adapted 

Vol- L F 
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to inflame the multitude , and >¥a^ J>efrpetually 
exerting it , to pcrfuade them to reverfe Sylla*$ 
ads ". Thefe ads were odious to all who afifeded 
popularity , efpecially to the Tribunes , who could 
not brook with any patience the diminution of their 
ancient power ; yet all prudent men were defirous 
to fupport them ^ as the beft foundation of a lading 
peace and firm fcttlement of the Republic, The 
Tribune Siqinius made the fir(l attack upon themfoon 
tifter Sylia's death, but loft his life in the quarrel i 
"which , inftead of quenching , added fuel to the 
flame ; fo that C. Cotta, one of thenextConfuls^ 
a man of moderate principles and obnoxious to 
neither party , made it his bufincfs to mitigate thefe 
heats , by mediating between the Senate and the 
Tribunes , and remitting a part of the reftraint that, 
Sylla had laid upon them , fo far as to reftore them 
to a capacity of holding the fupcrior Magiftracies. 
But a partial reftitution could not fatisfy them; 
they were as clamorous ftill as ever, and thought 
it a treachery to be quiet , till they had recovered 
their whole rights : for which purpofe Quindiua 
was now imitating his predeceffor Sicinius , and ex- 
citing the populace to do themfelves juftice againft 
their oppreffors, nor fuffer their power and liber- 
ties to be extorted from them by the Nobles. But 
the vigor of LucuUus prevented him from gaining 
any farther advantage, or making any impreflion 
this: year to the difturbance orf the public peace '*. 

C. Verrcs , of whom we fhall have occafion 
to fay more hereafter , was now alfo Praetor of the 
City , or the fupreme Adn^iniftrator of Juftice % 
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whbfe decrees were not reftrained to the ftriftlettei* 
6f the law , but formed ufually upon the princi-' 
pies of comnjon equity; which', while it gives a 
greater liberty of doing what is right , gives a 
greater latitude withal of doing wrong ; and the 
J)ower was never in worfe hands , or more cor- 
ruptly adminiftered than by Verres : •* for there was 
hot a man in Italy , " fays Cicero , " who had a law-fuit 
at Rome , but knew , that the rights and properties 
of the Roman people were determined by the will 
and pleafure of his whore *\ " 

There was a very extraordinary Commiffiort 
granted this year toM. Antonius , the father of the 
Triumvir ; the infpedion and command of all the 
doafts of the Mediterranean : a boundlefs power , 
as Cicero calls it " , which gave him an opportunity 
of plundering the Provinces , and committing all 
kinds of outrage on the Allies. He invaded Crete 
•without any declaration of war , on purpofe to en* 
flavc it, and with fuch an afTurance of vidory , that 
He carried more fetters with him than arms". But 
he met with the fate that he deferved : for the 
Cretans totally routed him in a naval engagement , 
and returned triumphant into their ports , with the 
bodies of their enemies hanging on their mails. 
Antonius died foon after this difgrace , infamous 
in his charadler, nor in any refped a better man, 
fays Afcanius, than his fon ". But Metellus made 
the Cretans pay dear for their triumph , by the 
entire conqucft of their country : "in which war/' as 
Florus fays ,** if the truth niuft be 'told , the Romans 
were the aggteflbrs ^ and though they charged tbtf 

ft 
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Cretans with favoring Mithr^atcs^ yet their re4 
n;iotive was ^ the defire of conquering fo noble ac^ 
ifland"." 

IMithridates alfo had now renewed the war 
againft Rome ; encour^cd to it by the diyerfioa 
V^hich Sl^torius^ was giving at the fame time k| 
Spain to their beft troops and abieft Generals « 
JMetcUus and Pompjcy : fo that Lucullus , wbq 
on the expiration of his CpnfuIIhip had thd^ 
Province of Afia allotted to him , obtained witb 
it of courfe the command of this war. But while 
their arms were thus employed in the dififerent 
extremities of the Empire , an ugly difturbanca 
broke out at home , which , though contemptible 
enojugh in it's origin , began in a fhprt time to. 
fpi^^ad terror and confternation through all Italy. It^ 
took it*s rife from a few Gladiators, fcarce above, 
thiifty at the firft , who broke out of their fchool 
at C^pua» and having feized ^quantity of arms ^ and 
drav^n a number of flave^ after them^ polled 
themfelves on Mount Veluvius : here tbey. were 
prefently furroundcd by the Praetor Clodi^s Glaber^ 
with a good body of regular troops ; but forcing 
their way through them with fword in hand, they 
aflaulted and took his camp , and made themfelves 
ipailers of all Campania. From this fuccels their 
npmbers prefently increased to the fize of a juft 
army o^ forty thoufand fighting men : with which 
they made head againft the Roman legions , and 
fp^aincd a vigorous war for three years in the very 
bowels of Italy ; where they defeated feveral Com* 
iBi^nders of Confular andfrap.tQr^ar^nH ; and^ puffed 



Digitized by 



Google 



M. T. C I C E R a ^ 

tp with t^ieir Vidldrics , began to talk of attacking 
Rome. But M. Craflfas the Praetor, to whom the 
vrar wals committed , having gathered about him 
all the ifbrces which were near home , chaftifed 
tli€ir infoleiice, and drove theni before him to the 
extremity of Rhegium; where, for want *6f *ve& 
fels to roake their cfcape, the greateft part v^a^ de^ 
firoyed , and among them their General Spartacus, 
fighting bravely to the laft at the head of his det 
perate troops**. This was called the fcrvilc war, 
for which CratTus had the honor of an Ovation ^ il 
being thought beneath the dignity of the Republic 
to grant a full Triumph for the conqueft of flaves : 
but to bring it as near as poflible to a Triumph , 
CrafTus procured a fpecial decree of the Senate to 
authorize hira to wear the I^Urel Ctown , which wass 
ihd prober ornaniient of thp Triumph , as myrtle 
•virsls of the Ovation *\ 

' The Sertorian war happened to be finiffiedalfo 
fdrtunsltely hfcar the feme time. Thfe author of it , 
JSertorius , Ws' Bred under C. IVTarius , with whoni 
he had ferved id istU his wars , with a iinguYar re- 
futation, not only of martial virtue, but of juftice 
^fid clemency ;^ for though he was firm* to the 
Marian party , he always diflikcd and oppofed their 
cruelty , and advifed a more temperate ufe of their 
J)ower. Aftet the death of Cinna , he fell int6 
Sylla's hands, along with the ConfulScipio, vvheii 
tne army abandoned them : Sylla difmiffed hinii 
Ivrith life , 6n the account perhaps of his knowa 
tfioderation : yet taking him to be an utter tnimy 
td his caulfe ,- hid foori after pfbfcribed and dfovi 
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him to the neceflity of feeking his lafety in foreign 
countries. After feveral attempts on Africa and 
the coafts of the Mediterranean , he found a fettle- 
ment in Spain , ^yhithe^ all who. .fled from Sylla's 
cruelty reforted to hini , of whqm h$ formed a 
Senate , which gave laws to the >vrhole Province,^ 
Here , by his great credit and addref^, he raifed 
a force fufficient to fuftain a war of eight years 
againft the whole power of the Republic ; and to 
make it a qucftion , whether Rome or Spain 
Diould poflefs the empire of the world. Q, Metellus , 
an old experienced Commander , wa^ (eat againfti 
him fiogly at firfl;; but was fo often baffled andl 
circumvented by his fuperior vigor and dexterity ,f 
lb at the people of Rome were forced to fend their^ 
favorite Pompey to his afliiftaace^ with the bell; 
troops of the Empire, Sertorius maintained his. 
ground againft them both ; an^, after many en- 
gagements, in which he generally came off equal, 
oftfen fuperior, was bafely paur.dcred at a privat^ 
Feafl: by the treachery of PerppiTOaj^ -Who , being 
the n^xt to him in comrpand , wa$ inyious, of hi^ 
glpry, and wanted to ufurp his pow.er, Perperna 
was of noble |>irth , and had been^ Pr^tor ofRome^ 
where he took up arms with the Conful Lepidus 
to |-everfe the afts of Sylla , and; fe<:jil the pro- 
fcribed Marians , and after their defeat carried off 
the befl: part of their troops to the fupport of Ser* 
torius/** : but inftead of gaining" what he c^- 
peded from Sertorius's death, he ruined thqcaufe, 
of which he had made himfelf the chief, and put; 
?in end to a war that was wholly fiipported by th? 
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vepUtatibn of the General : for the re^^h^d Prcv 
vmccs prefently fubmitted ; and the army havings 
no confidence in their new kader , was cafily* 
l^roken and difpcrfed,.and Perperna htmfelf taken 
prifoner. 

Fompey is celebrated on this occafion {or an 
a<i of great prudence and gencrofity : for 'when 
Perperna, in hopes of (aving his life; ofifered to 
make fome iaiportant difcoveries , wd to put into 
bis handa all Sercorius's papers , in which wero 
feveral . letters from the principal, Senators of Rome ^ 
prefling him to bring his army into Italy for the fake 
of overturning the prefent Gbvernment , he ordered 
die papers to be burnt without reading tbem , and' 
Perperna to be killed without feeing' him **. He 
knew, that the beft way of healing the difcoment9 
ef the City, where fadionw^ perpetually at work 
todifturb the public quiet, was, to eafe people of 
tbofe f<^rs .which a confcioufnefs of guik would 
fogg^ft > rather than piifli them to the neceffity of 
fceking: tbeif fccurity from a change of affairs, and 
the Qveribrow of the* State **. As he returned 
into Itajy;at *ihe head of his Victorious army^he^ 
happened to fall in luckily with the remains? of 
thofe fugitives , who, after the deftruAion of Spar-i 
tacus , had efcaped from, Craffus , and were making* 
their way in a body towards the Alps ^ whom he 
intercepted .and entirely^ cut off to the number off^ 
five th^feind j ami in a lejtter upon it to the Senate , 
faid , ^*i that Craffus indeed bad defeated the 
Gladiators , but that he bad plucked up the war by* 
the rqpjts**^'' Cicero. Jikewiie , from a particular 

F4 
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diflikd td CrtffuBi «0eddd ia his {^btio fpe^fciiM 
to givt Poinpey the hohot of finifhmg this ww^ 
declaring, '' tbat the very fame of his coming bad 
l^rokea the force of it ^ and bis prefencQ extingaifbecl 
it*'." 

For this vidory in Spain Pompey obtairi^d a 
{ecdnd Triumph, "while he was ftill only i& private 
Citizen, and of the Equeftrian rank: but the next 
day be took poffeilian of the Confutfbipi eo which 
he had been ekded in his abfence { atid as if he 
l^ad beeii born to command, made his firll entry* 
into the Senate in the proper pod to preBde in it. 
He.\*ras not. yet full thiity -fix years old ^ but the 
Senate, by a decree, difpenfed with the incapacitj^ 
of his ;dge arid abfence ; and cfualified bim^ to b<^ tho 
t igheft Mtagiftracy ^ before he was capable by latr ol 
pretending even to the loweft ; and by his authority- 
M. Crafftjs was eleded alfo for his Colteague *'. 

Craffiis's father and elder brother loft theii^ 
lives in the maflacres of Mafius and Cinaa ; but 
be himfelf efcaped into Spain , and lay there con-- 
<ealed till Sylla's return to* Italy, AVhither he pf6^ 
fently reforted to bimi ; in hopes tO «venge the 
ruin of his fortunes and family on the oppofite' 
faction. As he was attached to Sylhs caufe both' 
by intereft and inclination , fo he was xiiudh con» 
fidered ia it; and being extremely greedy and rav 
pacious , made ufe of all his credit to enrich himfelf 
by the plunder of the enemy, and the purchafe of 
confifcated eftates , which Cicero calls bis *harveft. 
By tbefe methods he raifed an immenfe wealth ,' 
computed at many millions^ gathered fromr tht^ 
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^olte iitid catatnittes of his courfciy. He ufed tcr 
iky^ ^ that no ilian ccmld be reckoned rich , vrho was^ 
net alble to mam tain an army out of bis owrt rents "; " 
ami if the accounts of Antiquky be true ^ the numbei' 
of bis flaves vrtK9 fearce inferior to tbat of a full army ; 
wbicb , inftead of being a burden , made one 
j^rt of his revenue ; being all trained to fome 
nfefbl art or profdBon , Mrhicb enabled them not 
^oly to fuppdrt ihemfelves , but to bring a Aare^ 
Af profit to their ttaftet; Attibng the other traded 
iif his family , h^ is faid t6 have had above fiv^ 
livindred mafofis and architects conftantly employed 
ibbuildmg or repairing the botifes of the City*'*' 
He had contradl^ art early envy to Pompey, for 
toB fupcffior credit both with 8yUa and the people ^ 
vrhich was ftill aggravated by Pompey's late at«^ 
tetnpt t^ rob him of the horidr of ending thefervile 
^Ira]? ; biit findirt^ bimfelf vrbdlly unequal to bi^ 
Rival in miliCary fame , he applied bimfelf to the 
aits of peace and eloquence ; in which he bbtameil 
lAi«f chara^Ur of tk good fpe,aker , 2ind fey bis| 
#afy an^ familiar addrefs , and a readinefs to aftifll 
att, who "Vented ekher his prdtedtion or his money, 
^q«^d a grea^t authority m alf the public affairs y 
t& tbat Pottpey was glad td €trbfsde and bblige 
IWto , by takkifg him 101* his partner itt the 
€^H*ilibip. 

Five yi<ari were how alhioft elapfed , fihce' 
Cidera'selc?aie>fr to the Quaeftfcfrihip r virhich was the 
proper intirV^ pr^fcribcd by law ^ before he could 
^d the Kffc^^t office of Tribune or^dile ; and it 
^tt^ u^eflWiy to* pa6 through one of tbcfe irf ln» 
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way to the fupcrior dignities : he cbofc thereforo 
td drop the Tribunate , as being ftript of it's ancjenfi 
power by the late ordinance of Sylla , and begm 
to make int^reft for the ^dilefhip , while Horten- 
fms at the fame time wa$ fuing for the Confulibip.. 
He had employed all this interval in a clofe attends 
ance on the forum » and a perpetual couife ol 
pleading **., which greatly advanced his intcrefli 
in the City; efpccially when it was obfcrved, thai* 
be (Iridlly con>plied with the law , by refuting pob 
Qi^ly to take fees, but to accept even any prcfent$i 
in ^hich the generality of patrons were l^fe fcru-j 
pulous *'. Yet all his Orations within, this pertOjci^ 
arelqft ; of which numberwere thofe for M. TulliUs[ 
and L. Varenus , mentioned by Quintiliau ai^ 
Prifciao, as extant in their time. ./ 

> Sonfie writers tell us i that he imptoved an^^^F^ 
|e($ed his adion by (be inftrudions of Rofcius %v^ 
ESo\xu^ \ the tY^o nioftaccomplifhed Adlors in th^ti 
or. perhaps in any other age, the.qne/.in Comedy «; 
the other in Tragedy"'*. He had a great efteeolt 
indeed for them both« and admired the ungommpr^ 
perfedion of. their art : but though he conjfe* 
fcended to treats th^m- ^s friend , be would bav^ 
difd^ed to ufe them as maftcrs,^ He- bad formedl 
^lirafelf upon a no|)ler, plan ,.; draw.ft bis rulies ol 
adion from nature and philofophy , and his prac-* 
tice from the mpft ^perfed fpeak^jrs then living in 
tlie^ world, ami decj^^es the Theatre to be an inaV 
proper fchool for the inf^nutioti of ^n Oratpr^j^ s^^ 
teaching gefture^ too mTniite f^nd , unmanly > ';ao4[ 
l^i^prjpg more, abpii^;the e¥prefl59%pt >yords ,• tji?|^ 
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of things 'V; nay , he laughs fometitncs at Hortcn- 
fiusfor an adion too foppifh and theatrical '^ , who 
ufed to be rallied on that very account by the 
other pleaders with the title of the Player ; fo that, 
in thecaufe of P, Sylla , Torquatus, a freefpeaker. 
OD the other fide, called him by way of ridicule, 
Dionyfia , an ailrefs of thofe times , in great 
requeft for her dancing ". Yet Hortenfius himfelf 
was fo far from bo^ro^ying his manner from the 
Stage , that the Stage borrowed from him; and 
the two celebrated Aftors juft meptioned , Rofcius. 
and JEfopus, are faid to have attepded ajl the trials^ 
in which he pleaded , in order to perfect the 
aftion of the Theatre by that of the Forum: \yhich, 
fccras indeed co be the more natural method of the^ 
two J that they who ad in feigned life fhould take^ 
their .pattern froqa the true ; ^ot thofe , who 
rcprcfent the true , copy from that which is 
feigned ". We, arc told however by others, what 
doth not feem wholly jpiprobable-, that Cicero^^ 
nfed to divert hin^felf fometin^es with Rofcius , 
and make it an exercife, or trial of fkill bctweea 
them , whicl^ « could exprefs the fame paffion the 
moft varioufly , the one by words , the other by^ 
geftures *'. 

As he had now devoted, himfelf to a life of 
bufinefs and ambition , fo he omitted none of the 
ufual arts .o^ recommending himfelf to popular, 
fevor , and facilitating' ^is^ adyancenjent to the 
ifuperior hor^or^. Re thought it abfurd, that when 
every little Artificer knew the name and ufe of all hiS; 
|ooIs , a Statefman Ihbuld negled the knowledge of. 
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hi was to Wrk : he mad* it his bitfitieft there- 
fore to learn the namie , the plttce , and th* 
condition of ^very eminent Citizen; what eftate^ 
Mrhat friends , ^*^hat ndghbours ht had ; and 
could readily point out their feveral houfes, zi 
be (ravelled through Italy *'• Thii knowledge, 
"which is ufehil in all popular Governments, \l^a^ 
peculiarly neccflary at Rome ; wherfc the people 
having much to give , cxpeded to be much 
courted ; and where their high fpirits and privileges 
placed them sis much above the r^tik of all other 
Citizens, as the grarideiir of the Republic exceifded 
that of all other Stiateis ; fo that eVeiy iHan , AVhdr 
aipired to any public dignity , kept i, uaVfe br twd 
in his family , whofe fole bilfineCs it ^as iti karhf 
the flames arid know the pkrfons df ^cry Citizeri 
Ht fight , fo as to be able to vhifpef them to hi^ 
Mafter, as he paffed through thS ftreets, that hi 
ihight be ready td faliite them all faiViiflarly and 
ihake hands with them, as his p^^ticul^r at- 
i^atntance '*. 

Plutarch fays . •♦ that the tife of thfefe ^bmencla; 
tors was contrary to the laws; and thit'Cato foif 
that reafon , in fuing for the public offices, tirould 
not employ any of them, but took allthat tifoublc 
upon himfelf**." But that notion isj fully cdnfuteci 
by Cicerb , who, in his Oration f6r Mm^etia, 
rallies the abfurd rigor of Gato's ftdical principles . 
amd their inconfiftency with common life, froni 
the very circumftatice df his having a Nomenclai 
tor -- " What dojou mean ," fays he, ^^ by keeping i 
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*• l^on^^ncl^tor ? The K\nng itfclf is a mere cheat: 
** for tf it l^ yp\ir duty to call the Citizens hjr 
** th^ir n^mest it Ua fliame for your flave to know 

" theip l)6tt^r thjm yourielf. Why do you 

** not fptc^ to thepA before he has whi(pered you ? 
" pJf , after h^ b^S y^hiipered , why do you falutc 
•* th^to, a^ if yo^ knew them yourfelf? Or, when 
** yoi| hayc gained your election, why do you 
" grow careless about ftluting them at all ? All 
** this, ifi fxa^^in^d by the rules of facial life, is 
** right i but if biy this precepts of your Philo* 
" fophy, vety wicked *'." As for Cicero hira- 
f^if , whatever pains he is (aid to have taken in this 
W^» it appears from (eyeral pafi&iges in his letters, 
that he conftantly had a nomendator at his elbow 
^ 2(}1 public occ8ifions^\ 

lie vif^s now in his thirty-fipventb year, the pro. 
p^r age for holding the^dilelhip, which was the 
^rft pubiic preferment that was properly called a 
IVtagiidra^ ; the Qpaeftoribip being an office ontf 
or place of truft 9 ^¥ithout any jurifdidion in the 
C^ty, as 4he ^diles had *^ Tbcfe -Ediles , as well as 
all the inferior officers. Were chofen by the people 
Voting in their Tribes; a manner of eledling of 
all the ijnoll free and popular : in which Cicero 
was declared, ^dile, as he was before eleded 
Quseftor by the unanimous fuffirage of all the tribes^ 
4nd preferably to all his competitors ^\ 

Th^re were originally but two JEdiles chofeti 
Irom the body of the people on pretence of eafing 
the Tribunes of a fliare of their trouble : whofe chief 
4M^y% i^oM vrbiqh th^^^mn^ itifiU was deriv^^ 
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was to take care of the ^Edifices of the City ; and 
to infped the markets, weights, andmeafures; and 
regulate the fhows and games, which were publicly 
exhibited on the feftivals of their Gods *\ -The 
Senate afterwards , takingan opportunity when the 
people were in good humor, prevailed to have two 
more created from their order and of fuperior rank , 
called Curule ^diles , from the arm-chaif of Ivory, 
in which they fat *' : But the Tribunes prefently 
repented of their conceflGon , and forced the Senate 
to confent, that thefc new JEdiles fliould be chofen 
indifferently from the Patrician or Plebeian fami- 
lies *'. But Whatever difference there might be at 
firft between the Curule and Plebeian ^diles, 
their province and authority feem in later times to 
be the /fame , without any diftindion but what was 
nominal; and the two who were chofen the firft, 
were probably called the Curule ^diles , as we find 
Cicero to be now ftyled. This magiftracy gave a 
precedence in the Senate, or a priority of voting 
and fpeaking, next after the Confuls and Praetors; 
and was the firft that qualified a man to have a 
pidlure or ftatue of himfelf , and confequently en- 
nobled his family *': for it was from the number 
of thefe ftatues of anccftors , who had born Curule 
Offices , that the fanjilies of Rome were efteemed 
the more or lefs noble. 

After Cicero's eledion to the ^dilefhip , but 
before bis entrance into the office, he undertook 
the famed profecution of C. .Verres , the late Prse- 
tpr of Sicily; charged with many flagrant adls of 
injuftice^ rapine^ and cruelty ^ during his triennial 
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government of that Ifland. And fince this was 
one of the memorable tranfadtions of his life , and 
for which he is greatly celebrated by Antiquity, 
it will be neceflary to give a diftin^ and particular 
relation of it 

The public adminidration was at this time , ia 
every branch of it, moft infamoufly corrupt: the 
great, exhaufted by their luxury and vices, made 
no other ufe of their governments , than to enrich 
themfSlves by the fpoils of the foreign Provinces i 
their bufinefs was to extort money abroad , that 
they might purchafe offices at home , and to 
plunder the allies, in order to corrupt the Citizens, 
The oppreffed in the mean while found it in vaia 
to feek relief at Rome, where there was none who 
cared either to impeach or to condemn a noble 
criminal ; the decifion of all trials being in the 
hands of men of the fame condition , who were 
ufually involved in the fame crimes , and openly 
proftituted their judgment on thefe occafions for 
favor or a bribe. This had raifed a general dit 
content through the Empire, with a particular 
difguft to that change made by Sylla , of transfer* 
ring the right of judicature from th€ Equeftrian to 
the Senatorian order, which the people were now 
impatient to get reverfed ; the profecution therefore 
of Verres was both feafooable and popular , as it 
was likely to give fomc check to the oppreflions^ 
of the nobility , as well as comfort and relief, to the 
4iftre(red fubjeds. ; 

All the cities of Sicily concurred in the im* 
^^e^chment, excepting Syracufe and Meflanai iat 
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thefe two being the moft confidertble of thePro^ 
vince , Vcrres had taken care to keep up a fair cof. 
refpondcncc with* them. Syracufe was the place 
of his refidence, and Mcffana the repofitory of hh 
plunder whence he exported it all to Italy : and 
though he would treat even thefe on certain occa* 
fions very arbitrarily, yet in feme flagrant inftante^ 
of his rapine , that he might eafe himfelf of a part 
of the envy, he ufed to oblige them with a ihare 
of the fpoiP*: fo that partly by fear, and' partly 
by favor , he held them generally at his devotion ; 
iind at the expiration of his government procured 
ample teftimonials from them both in praife of hi$ 
adminiftration. AU the other Towns were zea- 
lous and active in 'the profjccution , and by a com* 
mon petition to Cicero implored him to undertake 
the management of it; to which be confented, 
out of regard to the relation which he had bom 
to them as Quaeftor ^ and his'promife niade at part* 
ing, of his protedion in all their affairs. Verres^ 
on the other hand , was fupported by the moft 
powerful families of Rome , the Scipios and the 
Metelli , and defended by Hortenfius , who was 
the reigning Orator at the Bar , and iifually ftyted 
the King of the Forum '* ; yet the difficulty of thi* 
caufe 9 inftead of difcouraging , did but animata 
Cicero the more, by the greater glory of the 
vidlory. ^ * 

He had no foonei; agreed to undertake it, than 
an unexpeded rival ftarted up , one Q. Caecilius , 
a Sicilian by birth , who had been Quaeftor to Ver- 
ses s and by a pretence of perfopal injuries receiveit 

from 
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£rom bioi) aod a particular: knowledge • t^njii^ 
crimes, claimed a preference to Ciceto in! cJbeiUAf 
pf accufing him, or atleaft to{)^r a;joiiE)C.0i^rirlirt 
it. But: this pretended eoeruy was in r^lity. ft fe-* 
crct friend , employed b^ Vcrres himfejf ^>get 
the caufe into bis hands in or^eif £o betray it ;j (his 
pretenfiQns however were to be preyioufly decidect 
by a kind oiprocefs called Divination , on account 
of it's being wholly conjedural; in whigi^ ;4ic 
j^udges , without the help pf witncires,,iK^jFf;,:to' 
divine, as it were, what was fit to be d^ners-'l^iut^ 
in the firft hearing Cicero eafily ihook. off^thi^ 
weak Antagonift , rallying his charader and pre** 
tenfions with a great deal of wit and hiimpr^ and 
fbowing) "that the proper patron ojf fufG^ a gaufe 
** could not be one who offered himfelf forwardiy^ 
*' but who was drawn to it unwillingly ft^qpi :tjie 
** mere fenfc of his duty ; ope wbofn the, pf:9fc*^ 
'* cutors defired , and the criminal dreaded ;. one 
" qualified by his innwcence, aswell as o^perj^^/ca 
** to fullain it with credit; and whom (he ciji^Qm 
" of their anceftors pointcfl out and pref^rfe4..jto» 
" it. " In this fpeech , after qpeiung the |fgfpn$ 
why , contrary to his former pra<5lip^ ^ ^nd t hf {r,yl^ 
which be had laid down to bipalflf ^^ of defiipatfpg;! 
his labors to the defence of the diClreiledj^ k^i^'^x 
appeared as an Accufer^be adds; "the .provinj:e», 
" are utterly undone; the allies jjnd jtrjbut^fies Xoj 
** miferably ppprefled , that they have; Ipft^ ^yett: 
** the hopes of rcdrefs, and fcekx)nly.fpnytjA;oxn-, 
"fort in their ruin: thofip ,>: wba wou^ .J^y^j 
^ the trials remain in the hands pf the, S^pate ^ 
VoL.1. G' 
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^xolApbui, that there are no men of reputatidtt 
^'t6'midertake impeachments , no fcvcrity in the 
- Judges: the people of Rome in the mean 
^ ^v4iite, 'though laboring under many other grie*« 
^ vaftte.^', yet defire nofliing fo ardently » as the 
^ aricitnt difeipHrie and gravity of trials. For the 
* vr^artt of trials, the Tribunician power is called 
•* for again ; for the abufe of trials , a new order 
" of Judges is demanded ; for the fcandalous be* 
•^ haviour of Judges ^ the authority of the Ccn-. 
" forij, hated brfdi»c is too rigid, is now defircd 
^and'gro^n popular. In this licence of profli* 
**' gate criminals, in the daily complaints of the 
•• Roman people, the infamy of trials, the dif- 
^^race of the' whole Senatorian order, as I- 
** thought it the only remedy to thcfe mifchiefs, 
^•'^fbr men of abilities and integrity to undertake 
^^thi^icaufe of the Republic and the laws, fo I 
•^ was incluced the more readily, out of tegard to 
•* mii: common faftty , to come to the relief of that 
*- ^part of the adminiftration , which feemed the 
*< nwrfl'to ftand innicd of it''." 
^ '^hij^ pt^vioni point being fettled in favor of 
GtcJi^V a hundi*ed arid ten days were granted to 
fflftt by law for^prfeparing the evidence; in which 
he "w^s bbliged to make a^oyage to Sicily , in order 
tO' e^amifle witnefTes , an'd colleft ifads to fnppotr 
thfe 1ndidlment.;^'fle'^was awiare, that all Verres's 
a¥t v?o&W be employed W gain time, in hopes to 
tiredift'the Pf-ofecutbri ', and allay the heat of the 
piittfit i^ft:ritmiftt:''fo that for the greater difpatch 
be te)o}^ aloAg tvitih him fiis couGn, L. Cicero, te 
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eafe btm of a part of the trouble, and finifhedliis 
pfogrcfs through he iflaod in fcfe than half the 
time which w^s^ allowed to him '*. ' . n , : 

In all the joUrneysof this- kind ,•• the Rroftfci!*- 
tors charges ufed tobie publicly defrayed by the 
Province , or the Citieft concerned in^ thfe ^n^each- 
ment : bat Gicero ,- to fliow 'his contempt 6i rtioncy *, 
and difintereftiednefs in diecnufe^refotveAi^b )^ 
the Ifland to no charge on bis account { dni^ih liR 
the places to which ho OMiie, tookup bis'qdatWrl 
with his particular frietids flnd acquaii^Mce^i)i^*li 
private manner, and at his own expenfe-'v * 

The Sicilians received him every where* 4^ith 
all the honors due to his^ncommon^'g^ner^fity; 
and the pains which he was^- taking -inidwiii^fti-* 
vice; but at Syracbfe be met with f^mef^ lktle^P> 
fronts from the influence of the Praetor JVletellu*^, 
who emj^^oyed all his power to obftrud his* irtt|ui*. 
ries, and difcourage the. people ketii'^ii/itig' him 
information. He was invited however by the Ma* 
giftr«te^ with great refped in to tto^if Senate , wher^ 
after he had expoftulated With them a little foi* the 
gik'Statue ofVcrres, which ftoodther^ before'his 
face, and the teftimonial-wbfch thej^ had !fent' to 
Rome k* his favor; they eicufed themTelves^ to 
himin their fpeeches , and alledgfed , ** that what they 
had beert induced to do ton tb^t occafioti #as'the 
elfedl of force and fear J obtained by thdirftfrigues 
of a few^ againft 4;he general inclinatiorf;" and to 
convince bim of their finceriSy ,- delivered irttd* hi^ 
baiYds the authentic accounts' of mariy robberfei una 
fcijopie^ V^rhifeb'Vbeir ow^t City vfead "^uffe/ed Ifrente 

a 
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.Vetrcs in cpmmo;i with the reft of the Province. 
As f€>Qn a^Cicero retired , they declared his coufui 
Lucius the public gueft and friend of the City, for 
liaving figniBed the fame good will towards them, 
which Cicero himfelf had always done ; and , by a 
fecond decree, revoked the public praifes which 
they had before given to. Verres. Here Cicero's 
old Anugooift, C'decilius, appealed againft them 
^to the.Prsetor; which provoked the populace to 
fuch. a degree, that. Cicero could hardly reftraia 
fh^mJrQm doing him violence: the Fnetor dif* 
miffed the Senate, and declared their ad to be 
if r^gukir , and would not fuffer a copy of it to be 
giv^p %Q Cicero ; wham he reproached at the fame 
tji^e.ior bejUraying the;., dignity of Rome, by fub- 
4|^tipg.not oply to fpeak in a foreign Senate, but 
in a foreign language , and to talk Greek among 
iGrei?iaQ$ *\^ ,But Cjcfrp anfwered him with luch 
fpir,it. and relblution , urging the landion of the 
laws, aiid tii# pjcnalty of condemning them, that 
^he Pr^tor was forced at laft to let hin^ cirry away 
all the vouchejs.and records which he required". 

But the City of Meflana continued obfti.nate to 
the laft, apd firm to -its engagements with Ver» 
res; fo that when Cicero came thither, he re* 
ceived no compliments from the Magiftrates , no 
offer of lefreihments or quarters ; but was left to 
Ibift for himfelf, and to be taken care of by private 
friends. An indignity, he fays, which had never 
beep offered before to a Senator of Ron^ ; whoai 
there was not a King or City upon earth , that was 
QOt proud to iuvite and acconiaodj^te with a 
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lodging. But be mortified them for it fev€rcly at 
the trial , and threatened to call them to an account 
before the Senate , as for an affront to the whole 
order '*. After he bad finilhed his bufmefs in Sicily, 
having reafon to apprehend fome danger in returning 
home by land, not only from the robbers, who 
inf efled all thofe roads , but from the malice and 
contrivance of Verres, he chofe to come back by 
fea , and arrived at Rome , to the furprife of his 
ildverfaries, much foorter than he was expeded *% 
ai^d full charged with mofl manifeft proofs of 
Verrcs's guilt 

On his return he found, what he fufpedled, a 
firong cabal fonned to prolong the affair by alt the 
arts of delay which intereft or money could pro* 
cure ** , with defign to throw it off at leaft to the 
next year , when Hortenfuis and IVIetellu; were to 
be Confuls , and Metellus's brother a Praetor , by 
whofe united authority the profecution might eafily 
be baffled : and they had already carried the matter 
fo far, that there was not time enough left within 
the current year to go through the caufe in the or- 
dinary forms. This put Cicero upon a new pro* 
jed, of ihortening the method of the proceeding**, 
fq as to bring it to an ifTue at any rate before the 
prefent Praetor M, Glabrio and his afTefTots, wh# 
were like to be equal Judges **. Inftcad there* 
foffc of fpendingany time infpeaking, or employ* 
ing his eloquence , as ufual , in enforcing and ag- 
gravating the f(;veral articles of the charge, he re- 
folved to do nothing more than produce his wit- 
neffes , and offer them to be interrogated : where 
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the novdtjr pf the thing, and the notoriety of the 
guilt , which appeared at once from the very re- 
cital of the depofitioos , fo confounded Hortenfius, 
that he had nothing to fay for his Client; who, de- 
fpairing of all defence , fubmitted, without expeding 
the fentence , to a voluntary exile **. 

From this account it appears , that' of the feven 
excellent orations , which now remain on the fubjedfc 
of this trial, the two firft only were fpoken, the 
one called the Divination , the other the firft adion; 
which is nothing more , than a general Preface to 
the whole caufe: the other five were publiibed af- 
terwards, as they were prepared and intended to 
be fpoken , if Verres had made a regular defence : 
for as this was the only caufe in which Cicero 
hsid yet been engaged, or ever defigned to be en* 
gaged as an accufer^ fo he was willing to leave 
thefe orations as a fpecjmen of his abilities in that 
•way, and the pattern of a juft and diligent im-r 
pcachment of a great and corrupt magiftrate **. 

In the firft conteft with Caqcilius he eftimatci 
the damages of the Sicilians at above eight hum 
dred thoufend pounds *' ; but this was a computar 
tlon at large , before he was diftindly informed of 
the .£g(fls: for after he had been in Sicily, and fcen 
<what the proofs adlually amounted to , he charges 
them at fomewhat lefs than half that fum **: and 
though the law in thefe cafes gave double damages , 
yet no more feems to have been allowed in this 
than the fmgle fum; which gave occafion, as Plu- 
tarch^ intimates, to a fufpicion of fonje corrupt 
tion, or connivance in Cicero, for fuffering fo 
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great an abatement of the fine : but* if there Was 
any abatement at all, it mud needs have bc^n made 
\^y the confent of all parses, out of regard perhaps 
to Verres s fubmilGon , and ibortening the trouble of 
the Profecutors : for it is certain; tjiat fofar from 
leaving any impuution of that fort upon Cicero , 
it highly raifed the reputation both of bis abilities 
and integrity, as of one, whom neither money 
could bribe , nor power terrify from profecoting 
a public opprefibr ; and the Sicilians ever after 
retained the highefl; fenfe of his fervices, and oa 
all occafions teftiiied the utmofl; zeal for his perfoa 
and interefts. j 

From the conclufion of thefe orations we • may 
cbferve , that Cicero's vigor in this caufe bad drawn 
upon him the envy and ill will of the Nobility: 
which was fo far however from moving him% 
that in open defiance of it he declares, " that 
^ the Nobles were natural enemies to the virtue 
- ^ and induftry of all new men ; ^nd , as if they 
^ were of another race and fp^cies, could wver 
^ be reconciled or induced to favor them, by 
** any obfervance or good offices whatfoever; 
^^ that for his part therefore, like many others 
*' before him, he would purfue his own courfe, 
** and make his way to the f^vor of the peopl.Q^, 
^^ and the honors of the ftate , by his diligenCjB 
^' and faithful fcrvices, without regarding thp 
^* quarrels to whicK he might expofe bimfelf. -r 
^' That if in this trial the Judges did not anfwoF 
^^ the good opinion which he had conceived 0f 
^ them, hevras refolved to profccute, not (mhf 
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^ tbofe who were adually guilty of corruption , 
•* but thofe too who were privy to it: and if any 
• fhould be fo audacious, as to attempt by power 
^ or artifice to influence the Bench, and fkreen 
^ the criminal , he would call hifn to anfwer for 
^ it before the people , and fhow himfelf more vi- 
^ gorous in purfumg him than he had been even 
^ in profecuting Verres ". " 

But before I difmifs the caufe of Verres, it 
win not be improper to add a (hort account of 
fome of his principal crimes , in order to give the 
reader a clearer notion of the ufual method of 
governing Provinces , and explain th€ grounds of 
thofe frequent impeachments and public trials , 
which he will meet with in the fequel of this 
Hiftory , for though few of their Qovemors ever 
came up to the fuU.meafure of Verres's iniquity , 
yet the greateft part were guilty in fome degree 
©f every kind of oppreffion , with which Verres 
faimfelf was. charged. This Cicero frequently in- 
timates in his pleading , and urges the neceflity of 
condemning him for the fake of the example, and 
to prevent fuch practices from growing too general 
to be controlled *'. 

The accufation was divided into four heads; 
I. Of corruption in judging caufes; 2. Of extor- 
tion in colleding the tithes and revenues of the 
Republic ; 3. Of plundering the fubjeds of their 
ftatues and wrought plate, which was his peculiar 
taftc; 4. Of illegal and tyrannical puniibments. 
1 fhall give a fpecimcn or two of each from the 
great number that Cicero has colic Aed , which yet. 
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«s he tcHs us, was but a ftnall extradt from an 
infinitely greater , of which Verres had been adually 
guilty. 

Th^re was not an eftate in Sicily , of any con- 
fiderable value » which had been difpofed of by 
will for. twenty years paft, where Verres had not 
bis emiffaries at work to find fome flaw in the title, 
or fome omiffion in executing the conditions of 
Ae Teftator , as a ground of extorting money from 
the Heir. Dio of Halefa, a n^an of eminent 
quality , was in quiet poffeflion of a great inherit* 
ance , kft to hma by the will of a relation , who 
bad enjoined him to cre<3 certain Sutues in the 
fi)€iare of the City , on the penalty of forfeiting 
the eftate to the Erycinian Venus. The Statues 
were ereded according to the will; yet Verres 
having found fome little pretence for cavilling, 
luborned an obfcure Sicilian, one of his own In- 
formers , to feie for the eftate in the name of Ve- 
nus ; and when the caufe was brought before him, 
forced Dio to compound with him for about 
nine thouland pounds , and to yield to him alfo 
a famous breed of mares, with all the valuable 
plate and furniture of his houfe ''. 

Sopater, an eminent Citizen of Halicix, had 
been accufed before the latrPractor C. Sacerdos of 
a capital crime, of which be was honorably ac- 
quitted : but when Verres fucceeded to the govern- 
ment , the Profecutors renewed their charge , and 
brought him to a fecood trial -before their new 
Praetor; to which Sopatcr, trufting to his inno- 
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, cence and the judgment of Sacerdos , readily fu1> 
xnitted without any apprehenfion of danger* 
After one hearing the caufe was adjourned , when 
TioQarchides , the freedman and principal agent of 
Verre$, came to Sopater, and admeniOied him as 
a friend , not to depend too muc)\ on the good- 
nels of his caufe and his former abfolution , for 
that his adverlaries had refolvcd to offer money 
to the Praetor, who would rather take it for fa* 
ving, than deflroying a criminal, and was uut 
willing likewife to reverfe the judgment of hi$ 
predecedor. Sopater , furprifed at this intima- 
tion, and not knowing what anfwer to make, proh 
mifed to confider of it; but declared himfelf un*> 
able to advance any large fum. Upon confultr 
ing his friends , they all advifed him to take tha 
)iint, and make up the matter ; fo that in a fecond 
meeting with Timarchides, after alledging his par- 
ticular want of money , he compounded tht affait 
for about feven hundred pounds , which he paid 
4own upon the fpot *'. He now took all his 
trouble to be over: but after anotheif hearing, 
the caufe was ftill adjourned ; and Timarchides 
came again to let him know , that his accufers h^d 
offered a much larger fum than what he had 
giveii, and advifed him ^ if he was wife, to con> 
fider well what he had to do. But Sopater, pro^ 
yoked by a proceeding fo impudent , had not the 
patience even to hear Timarchides , but flatly told 
him , that they night do what they pleafed , for 
he was determined to give no more. All his friends 
>ycre of the fame mind , imagining , that whatever 
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Vcrrcs himfelf might intend to do, he would not 
be able to draw^ the other judges into it , being all. 
men of the firft figure in Syracufe , who had judged 
the feme caufc already with the late Prsetor, and 
acquitted Sopater. When the third hearing came 
on, Verres ordered Petilius, a Roman Knight, 
who was one of the Bench , to go and hear a pri- 
vate caufe , which was appointed for that day , and 
of which he was likewife the Judge. Petilius re*> 
fufed, alledging that the reft of his affeflbrs 
would be engaged in the prefent trial But Verres 
declared , that they might all go with him too if 
they pleafed , for he did not defire to detain them ; 
upon which they all prcfently withdrew, fome to 
fit as Judges , and fome to ferve their friends m 
the other caufe. IVIinucius, Sopater's advocate, 
feeing the Bench thus cleared, took it for granted 
that Verres would not proceed in the trial that 
day, and was going out of the Court along with 
the reft; when Verres called him back, and or- 
dered him to enter upon the defence of his Client* 
^^Dfefendhimr* fays he, "before whom? Before 
me", replies Verres, " if you think me worthy to 
try a paultry Greek and Sicilian. I do not difputd 
your worthinefs ", fays IVIinucius, ** but with 
only that your Affcflbrs were prefent , who were 
fo well acquainted with the merits of the caufe. 
Begin , I tell you" , fays Verres, **for they can- 
not be prtfent." No more can I, " replied Minuciusj" 
*^for Petilius begged of me alfo to go, and fit 
with him upon the other trial. " And when Verres 
with many threats recjuircd him to ftay , he abfo- 
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lute]/ refufed to ad, fince the Bench was dif« 
mifled, and fo left the Court together with all' the 
reft of Sopater's friends. — This fomewhat difcom- 
pofed Verres; but after he had been whifpercd 
feveral times by his Clerk Tiibarchides , he com* 
manded Sopater to fpeak what he had to lay in 
his own defence. Sopater iraplored him by aM 
the Gods not to proceed to fentence , till the reft 
of the Judges could be prefent: but Verres called 
for the witnefles, and after he had heard one or 
two of them in a fummary way, without their 
being interrogated by any one , put an end to the 
trial , and condemned the Criminal '*. 

Among the various branches of Verres's illegal 
^ins , the fale of offices was a confiderable article : 
for there was not a Magiftracy of any kind to be 
difpofed of either by lot or a free vote , which he 
did not arbitrarily fell to the beft bidder. The 
Friefthood of Jupiter at Syracufe was of all others 
the moft honorable : the method of eleding into 
it was to chufe three by a general vote out of 
three feveral clafles of the Citizens , wbofe names 
were afterwards caft into an urn , and the firft of 
them that was drawn out obtained the Friefthood. 
Verres had fold it to Theomnaftus , and procured 
him to ,be named in the firft inftance among the 
three ; but as the remaining part was to be decided 
by lot , people were in great expedation to fee how 
-he would manage that which was not f^ eafily in 
his power. He commanded therefore in the firft 
place, that Theomn:aftus (bould be declared E^rieft 
without cafting lotsi but when the Syraculans 
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remonftrated againft it as contrary to their religion 
and the law, he called for the law, ^¥hich order- 
ed, that as maay lots fiiould be made, as there 
*were perfons nominated, and that he, whofe 
name came out the firft, ibould be the Prieft^ 
He alked them , How maiiy were nominated ; they 
anfwered , Three ; "and what more then", fays he , 
^Ss required by the law, than that three lots 
fbould be cad, and one of them drawn out?" 
They anfwered , Nothing: upon which he prcfently 
ordered three lots , with Theomnaftus's name upon 
every one of them , to be caft into the urn , and 
fo by drawing out any one , the eledion was de- 
termined in his favor ^'. 

The tenth of the corn of all the conquered 
Towns in Sicily belonged to the Romans , as it 
had formerly done to their own Princes, and was 
alwaya^ gathered in kind and fent to Rome: but as 
this was not lufiicient for the public afe , the Prae- 
tors had an appointment alfo of money from t^ 
treafury , to purchafe fuch farther (lores as were ne- 
ceflary for the current year. Now the manner of 
coJleAing and afcertaining the quantity of the 
tithes was fettled by an old law of King Hiero, 
the moft moderate and equitable of all their ai^ 
«eQt Tyrants : but Verres , by a ftrange fort of 
edid, ordered, "that the owner flioold pay whatever 
the Co)te(3or demanded; but ifheexaded more than 
his due , that he fliould be liable to a fine of eight 
times the value". By this Edicft he threw the 
property, as it were of the Ifland into the power 
o{ his o0icers, to whom he had funned out the 
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'titbes; who in virtue of the new law feized into 

their bands the whole crop of every Town , and 

obliged the owners to give them whatever fhare 

of it 9 or compofition in money they thought fit; 

and if any rcfufed, they not only plundered 

them of all their goods, but even tortured their 

perCons, till they bad forced them to a compliance '*. 

By this means Verres having gathered a fufficient 

quantity of com from the very tithes to fupply 

-the full demand of Rome , put the whole money, 

that be bad received from the treafury, into bis 

own pocket'' , and ufed to brag^ that he bad 

got enough from this fmgle article to fkreen bim 

from any impeachment: and' not without reafon; 

'fince one of bis Clerks , who bad the management 

of this corn-money, was proved to bavfe got above 

tea thousand pounds from the very fees which 

.were allowed for colledling it '*. The poor 

Hulbandmeo' in the mean time, having no remedy, 

were forced to run away from their boufes, and 

defert the tillage of the ground ; fo that from the 

tegifters, which were pundlually kept in every 

Town, of all the occupiers of arable lands in* the 

Ifland, it appeared, that during the three year$ 

government of Verres , above two thirds of th^ 

whole number bad entirely deferted their- farm#, 

and left their Jfaiuls uncultivated '\ 

Apronius, a man of infamous life and chara<^r, 

Vwas the principal farmer of the tithes: who when 

^prpacbed with the cruelty of his exadtions, made 

no ibrupk'to awn,ttbat the chief fbare of the 

^aia .'vras* placed eo ^tbeaccoufil of the Fttttof. 
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Tbcfc words were charged upon him in the pre*- 
fence of Verres and the JMagiftrates of Syracufe 
by one Rubrius, who oflfercd a* wager and tri'al 
upon the proof of them; but Verres, without 
ith owing any concern or emotion at it, privately 
took care to hulh up the matter, and prevent the 
Hifpute from proceeding any farther '*• 

The fame wager was offered afccond time, and 
m the fame* public manner, by one Scandifius, 
who loudly demanded Judges to decide it; to 
which Verres, not being able to appeafe the' cla- 
mor of the man, was forced toconfent, and nam?" 
cd them prefently out of his own band, Cornelius 
bisPhyfician, Volufius hisSoothfayer, and Valerius 
his Crier; to Avhom he ufually referred all dit 
pittes, in which he had any intereft. Scandilius 
infifted to have them named out of the Magif- 
tratcs of Sicily, ot that the matter fhould be re* 
ferred to Rome: but Verres declared, that he 
would not trutl a caufe in which his own reputation 
Was at ftake , to any but his own friends ; and when 
Scandilius refufed to produce his proofs before 
fuch arbitrators, Verres condemned him in th? 
forfeiture of his Wager, which. was forty poun4si 
to Apronius '^ ' ' /, " /^ ' > ' 

C. Heius was the .principal 'pitjzen of Meffana^ 
where he lived very fplendidfy in the moft mag- 
nificent houfe of the city , ai?d uled to receive all 
the Roman IV^agiftrates with great hofpita|ity/He 
liad a Chapelin his houfe, built by hisf anc^ftbrs^ 
and furnilhedAvitk certain images' gf the Gods, of 
^admirable Sculpture and intdimable value. ' t)A 
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one fick flood a Cupid of roarble , made by Praxi- 
teles : on the other, a Hercules of brafs, by Miron; 
^ith a little altar before each God , to denote the 
religion and fandity of the place. There were 
likewife two other figures of brafs of two young 
women, called Canephorae , with bafkets on their 
beads , carrying things proper for lacrifice after th^ 
manner of the Athenians, the work of Folycletus. 
Thefe flatues were an ornament not only to 
Heius, bpt to MefTana itfelf , being known to every 
body at Rome , and condantly vifited by all 
flrangers, to whom Heius's houfe was always open, 
3 he Cupid had been borrowed by C Claudius, 
for the decoration of the Forum in his £dilefhipy 
and was carefully fent back to Meffana; but 
Verrcs, while he was Heius's guefl, would never 
fuffer him to reft , till he had flript his Chapel of 
the Gods and the Canephorae; and to cover the ad; 
from an appearance of robbery, forced Heius to 
enter them into his accounts , as if they had been 
fold to him for fifty pounds; whereas at a public 
audion in Rome , as Cicero fays , they had known 
one fingle flatue of brafs , of a moderate fizc , fold a 
little before for a thoufand '*. Verres had fecn 
likewife at Heius^s houfe a fuit of curious Tapeflry. 
reckoned the befl in Sicily, being of the kina 
which was called Attalic, ridhly interwoven with 
gold , this he relolved alfo to extort from Heius^ 
but not till he had fecured the ftatues. As foou 
therefore as he left MelTana, he began to uifge 
Heiu5 by letters, to fend him the t^peftry to AgH* 
gehtum, for fome particular fervice which kc 

pretended; 
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jjrctendcd; but when he had once got it into his 
hands , he never reftored it '*. Now Meflana , 
as it is faid above, Was the only City of Sicily 
that perfcvered to thelaflin theintereft of Verres; 
Bnd at the time of the trial fent a pubhc teftimo- 
nial in his praife by a tleputation of it's eminent 
Citizens, of which this very Heius was the chief* 
Yet when he came to be interrogated ' and crofs* 
exanQined by Cieero^ he frankly declared', that 
though he was obliged to perform what the 
authority of his City had impofed upon him, yet 
that he had been plunderied by Verres of his Gods, 
which were left to him by his Anceftors, and 
which he never would have parted with on any 
conditions whatfoever, if it had been in bis power 
to keep thctn **. 

Verres h^d in his family two brothers of Cili- 
cia, the one a Painter, the other a Sculptor, on 
whofe judgment he chiefly relied in his choice of 
pidlures and ftatues, and all other pieces of art. 
They had been forced to fly from their country 
for robbing a Temple of Apollo , and were now em- 
ployed to hunt out every thing that was curious . 
and valuable in Sicily , whether of public or pri* 
vate property. Thefe brothers having given 
Verres notice of a large filver Ewer, belonging to 
Pamphilus of Lilybaeum , of moft fclcgant work , 
made by Boethus", Verres immediately fent for 
it, and feized it for his owii ufc: and while Pam- 
philus was fitting penfive at home, lamenting the 
loisof his rich veffel, the chief ornament of his 
fide -board, and the pride of his.feafl:s^ another 
Vol. I. H 
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rocflcnger came running to him , with orders to 
bring two filver cups alfo , which he was known to 
have, adorned with figures in relief, to be Ihowa 
to the Pnetor. Pamphilus, for fear of greater 
mifchief , took up his cups and carried them away 
himfelf ; when he came to the palace, Verres hap- 
pened to be afleep , but the brothers were walking 
in the Hall, and waiting to receive him; who, as 
foon as they faw him, alked for the cups, which 
he accordingly produced. They commended the 
work; whtlft he with a forrowful face began to 
complain, that if they took his cups from him, he 
fhould have nothing of any value left in his houfe. 
The brothers, feeing his concern, afked how much 
he woqld give to preferve them; in a word, they 
demanded forty crowns; he offered twenty: but 
while they were debating, Verres awaked and called 
for the cups; which being prefently fliown to 
him , the brothers took occafion to obferve , that 
they did not anfwer to the account that had been 
given of them , and were but of paultry work , 
i?ot fit to be feen among his plate; to whofe 
authority Verfcs readily fubmicted, and fo Pam- 
philus faved his cups '*. 

In the City of Tindaris there was a celebrated 
Image of Mercury, which had been reftored to 
therft from Carthage by Scipio, and was worfhip- 
ped by the people with fmgular devotion , and an 
annual Feftival. This flatue Verres refolved to 
have, and commanded the chief Magidrate , So- 
pater , to fee it taken down and conveyed to Mef- 
fana. But the people were fo inflamed and muti- 
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nous upon it, that Vcrres did not perfifl: in his de- 
mand at that time; but when he was leaving the 
place, renewed his orders to Sdpater, with feverc 
threats, to fee his command executed. Sopater 
propofed the matter to the Senate , who univerfally 
protefted againft it: in fliort Verrcs returned to 
the Town , and inquired for the fiatue ; but was 
told by Sopater, that the Senate would not fuffer 
it to be taken down, and had made it capital for 
any one to meddle with it without their orders. 
*' Do not tell me , " fays Verres , " of your Senate 
and your orders ; if you do not prefently deliver 
the ftatue , you (hall be fcourged to death with 
rods. " Sopater with tears moved the affair again 
to the Senate , and related the Praetor's threats ; 
but in vain; they broke up in diforder, without 
giving any anfwer. This was reported by Sopater 
to Verres, who was fitting in bis Tribunal: it 
was the midft of winter , the weather extremely 
cold, and it rained very heavily, when Vcrres 
ordered Sopater to be firipped and carried into 
the market -place 4 and there to be tied upon an 
Equedrian ftatue of C^ Marcellus, and expofed 
naked as he was, to the rain and the cold, and 
ftretched in a kind of torture upon the brazen 
horfe; where he muft neceffarily have perifhedi 
if the people of the Town , out ot compaflion to 
him , had not forced their Senate to grant the 
Mercury to Verres *\ ( 

Young AntiochuSi King of Syria , having been 
at Rome to claim the Kingdom of Egypt in right 
of his mother, paffed through Sicily at this time 

H 2 
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on his return home , and came to Syracufe ; vrhere 
Vcrrcs, who knew that he had a great treafurc 
vrith him, received him with a particular civility; 
made him large prefents of wine , and all refreih- 
ments for his table, and entertained him moft 
magnificently at fupper. The King, pleafed with 
this compliment, invited Verrcs in his turn to fup 
with him; when his fide- board was dreffed out 
in a royal manner with his richefl: plate , and many 
veffels of folid gold fet with precious ftones; 
among which there was a large Jug for wine, 
made out of one entire gem, with a handle of 
gold to it. Vcrres greedily furveyed and admired 
every piece ; and the King rejoiced to fee the 
Roman praetor fo well fatisfied with his entertain- 
ment. The next morning Verres fent to the King 
to borrow fome of his choiceft veffels , afad par- 
ticularly the Jug, for the fake of (bowing them, 
as he pretended , to his own workmen ; all which 
the King , having no fufpicion of him , readily 
fent. But befides thefe veffels of domeftic ufe, 
the King had brought with him a large Candle- 
flick , or Branch for feveral lights , of ineftimable 
value , all made of precious (lones , and adorned 
with the richeft jewels, which he had defigned for 
an offering to Jupiter Capitolinus; but finding the 
repairs of the Capitol not iiniOied , and no place 
yet ready for the reception of his offering, he 
refolved to carry it back without (bowing it to 
any body, that the beauty of it might be new and 
the more furprifing, when it came to be firft feen 
in that Temple. Vcrres having got intelligence 
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of this Candleftick , fent again to the King , to beg 
by all means that he would favor him with a fight 
of it, promifing that he would notfgffer any one 
cHe to fee it. The king fent it prefently by his 
fervants, who after they had uncovered and Ihown 
it to Verres, expeded to carry it back with them 
to the King ; but Verres declared , that he could 
not fufficiently admire the beauty of tlie work, 
and rauft have more time to contemplate it; and 
obliged them therefore to go away and leave it 
with him. Several days paffed, and the King 
heard nothing from Verres; fo that he thought 
proper to remind him by a civil meffage of fend- 
ing back the veffels : but Verres ordered ijifc fer- 
vants to call again fome other time. ^ In fliort, 
after a fecond meffage with no better fuccefs , the 
King was forced to fpeak to Verres himfclf : upon 
which Verres earneftly entreated him to make him 
a prefent of the Candleftick. The King affirmed 
it to be impoffible , on the account of his vow to 
Jupiter, to M'hich many nations were witneffes. 
Verres then began to drop fome threats; but find* 
ing them of no more efFedt than his entreaties, he 
commanded the King to depart inftantly out of his 
Province; declaring, that he had received intel- 
ligence of certain Pirates , who were coming from 
his Kingdom to invade Sicily. The poor King 
finding himfelf thus abufed and robbed of his trea- 
fure, went into the great fquare of the City, and 
in a public affembly of the people, calling upon 
the Gods and men to bear teftimony to the injury, 
made a folemn dedication to Jupiter of the Candle^ 

Ha 
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ftick , Mrhicb he had vowed and dcfigned for the 
Capitol , and which Verres had forcibly cakea 
from him **. 

When any veffcl , richly laden , happened to 
arrive in the ports of Sicily , it was generally fciz- 
ed by his fpies and informers, on pretence of its 
coming from Spain , and being filled with Serto- 
rius's foldiers ; and when the Commanders exhi- 
bited their bills of lading, with a fample of their 
goods , to prove themfelves to be fair traders , 
who came from different quarters of the world, 
ibme producing Tyrian purple, pthers Arabian fpi- 
ccs, fome jewels and precious ftones, others Greek 
wines J and Afiatic flaves ; the very proof, by which 
they hoped to fave themfelves, was their certain 
ruin: Verres declared their goods to have been ac- 
quired by piracy, and feizing the fhips with their 
cargoes to his own ufe , committed the whole crew 
to prifon, though the greateft part of them per- 
haps were Roman Citizens. There was a famous 
dungeon at Syracufe, called the Latoroiae', of a 
vaft and horrible deptjhi .dug out of. a folid rock, 
which having originally been a quarry of ftone, was 
converted to a prifon by Dionyfius the Tyrant. 
Here Verres kept great numbers of Rpman Citizens 
in chains, whom he had firft injured to a degree 
that made it neceflkry to deftroy them ; whence 
few or ndne ever faw the light again, but were 
commonly ftrangled by his orders **. 

One Gavins however, a Roman Citizen of the 
Town of Cofa, happened to efcape from this 
dreadful place, and run away toMeflfana; where 
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fancying himfelf out of danger , and being ready 
to embark for Italy, be began to talk of the inju« 
ries which be had received , and of going ftraight 
to Rome, where Verres ihould be fure to hear of 
him. But he might as well have faid the words 
in the Praetor's Palace as at MelTana ; for he was 
prefently feized and fecured till Verres's arrival, 
who coming thither foon after, condemned him as 
a fpy of the fugitives, firft to be fcourged in the 
market-place, and then nailed to a crofs ereded 
for the purpofe on a confpicuous part of the (bore , 
and looking towards Italy, that the poor wretch 
might have the additional mifery of fuffering that 
cruel death in fight as it were of his home '*. 

The coafts of Sicily being* much inverted by 
Pirates, it was the cuftom of all Praetors to fit out 
a fleet every year, for the protection of it's trade 
and navigation. This fleet was provided by a 
contribution of the maritime Towns , each of which 
ufually furnifhed a fhip , with a certain number of 
men and provifions: but Verres for a valuable 
confideration fometimes remitted the fhip , and 
always difcharged as many of the men as were 
able to pay for it. A fleet however was equipped 
of fev^n fhips ; but for fhow rather than fervice , 
without their complement either of men or flores , 
and wholly unfit to adl againft an enemy ; and 
the command of it was given by him, not to his 
Qiraeflor , or one of his Lieutenants , as it was ufual, 
but to Cleomenes a Syracufian, whofe wife was 
his miftrefs , that he might enjoy her company the 
more freely at home , while the hufband was 
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employed abroad. For inftead of fpendidg the Subw 
mer, as other Governors ufed to do, io a progreb 
through his provinces, he c^ultted the palace of 
Syracufe , aad retired to a little Ifland adjoiniog to 
the City , to lodge in tents , or rich pavilions » 
pitched clofe by the ibuatain of ArethuCi; v^here 
l[orbidding the approach of men or buGnefs.to 
difturb him , he pafSed two of the hot months in 
the conopany of his favorite women « in all the 
delicacy of pleafure that art and luxury could 
invent ". , 

The fleet in the mean time failed out of Syra^ 
cufe in great pomp , and faluted Verres and his 
company as it pafifed; when the " Roman Pnetor /* 
fays Cicero, "who had not been feen before for 
many days, fbowed himfelf at laft to tbb failors^ 
ftanding on the Ibore in Qippers , with a purple 
cloak and veil flowing down on his heels , and 
leaning on .the Iboulder of a girl , to view this, 
formidable fquadroo ": " which, infteadoffcouring 
the feas^ (ailed no farther after feveral days, thaa 
into the port of Pachynus. Here, as they lay peace- 
ably at anchor , they were furprifed with an 
account of a number of Pirate Frigates , lying ia 
another harbour very near to them: upon which 
the admiral 'Cleomenes cut his cables in a great 
fright, and with all the fail that he could make, 
fled away towards Pelorus , and efcaped to land : 
tjie reft of the (hips followed him as faft as they 
could; but two of them , which failed the floweft, 
were taken by the Pirates^ and one of the Captains 
killed : the other Captains quitted their fliips , as 
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Ckomencs had done i and got fafc to land. The 
Pirates finding the.ilups deferted, fct fire to them 
all that evening , and the next day failed boldly 
into the port of Syracufe, which reached into the 
very heart of the Town ; where after they had 
fatisfied their curiofity , and filled the City with a 
general terror , they foiled out again at Icifure, and 
in good order , in a kind of triumph over Verres 
and the authority of Rome "*. 

The news of a Roman fleet burnt, and Syracufc 
infulted by Pirates , made a great noife through all 
Sicily. The Captains, in cxcuf^ of themfclves^ 
were forced to tell the truth; that their (hips were 
fcaqdaloufly unprovided both with men and (lores, 
and in no condition to face an enemy j each of 
them relating how many of their failors had beea 
difcharged by Verres s particular, orders , on whom 
the whole blame was juftly laid. When this came 
to his ears , he fent for the Captains , and after 
threatening them very feverely for talking in that 
manner, forced them to declare, and, to te(lify it 
alfo in writing , that every one of their (hips had 
it's full complement of all things nece(rary : but 
finding after all , that there was no way of ftifling 
the clamor , and that it would necefTarily reach to 
Rome , he refolved for the extenuation of his own 
crime to facrifice the poor Captains , and put them 
aU to death, except the Admiral Cleomenes, the 
xnoft criminal of them all, and at his requeft the 
Commander alfo of his (hip. In confequence of 
this refolution , the four remaining Captains , after 
fourteen days from the adion, when theyfufpeded 
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no danger , were arrefted and clapt into irons. 
They were all young men of the principal fa- 
tnilies of Sicily , fome of them the only fons of 
aged parents, who came prefently in great con fter- 
nation to Syracufe , to folicit the Pr?etor for their 
pardon. But Verres was inexorable ; arid having 
thrown them into his dungeon, where no body was 
fuffered to fpeak with thera , condemned them to 
lofe their heads s whilft all the fervice that their 
unhappy parents could do for them , was to bribe 
the executioner to difpatch them with one ftroke , 
ixiftead of more , which he brutally refufed to do, 
unlefs he was paid for it, and to pUrchafe of 
Timarchides the liberty of giving them burial **. 

It happened however before this lofs of the 
fleet , that a fingle Pirate fliip was taken by Verres's 
Lieutenants, and brought into Syracufe, which 
proved to be a very rich prize, and had oh board 
a great number of handfome young fellows. There 
was a band of muficians among them , whom Ver- 
res fent away to Rome a prefent to a friend ; and 
the reft , who bad either youth or beauty , or (kill 
in any art , were diftributed to his Clerks and de* 
pendents, to be kept for hisufe; but the few who 
were old and deformed , were committed to the 
dungeon and referved for punifbment *\ The 
Captain of thcfe Pirates had long been a terror to 
the Sicilians; fo that they were ail eager to fee hi$ 
perfon, and to feed their eyes with his execution: 
but being rich , he found means to redeem his head, 
and was carefully kept out of fight, and conveyed 
to fome private cuflody , till Verres could make 
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the bcfl; market of bitn. The people in the mean 
time grew impatient and clamorous for the death 
of the Pirates, whom all other Praetors ufed to 
execute as foon as taken; and knowing the num^ 
ber of them to be great, could not be latisfied 
with the few old and decrepit , whom Verres wil- 
lingly facrified to their refentment He took this 
opportunity therefore to clear the dungeon of 
t^ofe Roman Citizens, whom he had referved for 
fuch an occafion , and now brought out to execu- 
tion as ^ part of the Piratical crew ; but to pre- 
vent the imprecations and cries , which Citizens 
ufed to make of their being free Romans , and to 
hinder their being known alfo to any other Citi- 
zens there prefcnt, he produced them all with 
their heads and faces fo muffled up, that they 
could neither be heard or feen , and in that cruel 
manner deftroyed great numbers of innocent men". 
But to finilh at laft this whole ftory of Verres : 
After he had lived many years in a mifcrable exile ^ 
forgotten and deCertcd by all his friends , he is faid 
to have been relieved by the generofity of Ci- 
cero " ; yet was profcribed and murdered after 
all by Marc Anthony , for the fake of his fine ftatues 
and Corinthian veffcls , which be refuCcd to part 
with **: happy only, as Ladantius fays, before 
hiis death , to have feen the more deplorable end 
of his old enemy and accufer Cicero *'. 

But neither the condemnation of this criminal , 
nor the conceflions already made by the Senate , 
were able to pacify the difeontents of the people 2 
they demanded ftill, as loudly as ever; the reftoh 
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ration of the Tribanician power , and tkc right of 
judicature to the Equeftrian order; till after variousi 
contefts and tumults, excited annually on that 
^account by the Tribunes , they were gratified this 
year in them both ; in the firft by Fompcy the 
Conful , in the fecond by L. Cotta the Praetor **. 
The Tribunes were ftrenuoufly aflifted in all this 
ftruggle by J. Csefar *^, and as ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed by all who wiflied well to the tranquillity 
of the City : for long experience had (hown , that 
they had always been , not only the chief dif- 
turbers of the public peace, by the abufe of their 
extravagant power ; but the conftant tools of all 
the ambitious , who had any defigns of advan- 
cing themfelves above the laws " : for by cor- 
rupting one or more of the Tribunes, which they 
were fure to effed by paying their full price, they 
could either obtain from the people whatever 
they wanted , or obftrudl at leaft whatever (hould 
be attempted againft them ; fo that this ad was 
generally difliked by the better fort , and gave a 
fufpicion of no good intentions in Porapey; who 
to remove all jealoufies againft him on this, or 
any other account , voluntarily took an oath , that 
oh the expiration of his ConfulQiip he would accept 
no public command or government , but content 
himfeif with the condition of a private Senator '*. 
Plutarch fpeaks of this, ad, as the efiFed of 
Pompey's gratitude to the people for the extraor- 
dinary honors which they had heaped upon him ; 
but Cicero makes the beft excufe for it after Pom- 
pey's death, which the thing itfelf would bear, 
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by obfervihg , that a Statefman tnuft always 
confider not only what is beft , but what is ne« 
ceffary to th€ times ; that Pompey -well knew the 
impatience of the people ; and that they would not 
bear the lofs of the Tribunician power much longer; 
and it was the part therefore of a good Citizen , 
not to leave to a bad one the credit of doing what 
was too popular to be withftood "*. But what- 
ever were Pompey'^ views in the reftitution of this 
power, whether he wanted the (kill or the incli- 
nation to apply it to any bad purpofe, it is certain, 
that he had caufe to repent of it afterwards , when 
Cxfer, who had a better head with a worfc heart, 
took the advantage of it to his ruin; and by the 
help of the Tribunes was fupplied both with the 
power and the pretext for overturning the Re- 
public '•'. 

As to the other difpute , about reftoring the 
right ^of judging to the Knights , it was thought the 
beft way of correding the infolence of the Nobles, 
to fubjed them to the judicature of an inferior 
order, who from a natural jealoufy and envy towards 
them , would be fure to punifli their oppreffions 
with proper fe verity. It viras ended however at 
laft by a compromife, and a new law was prepared 
by common confent , to veft his power jointly in 
the Senators and the Knights; from, each of which 
orders a certain number was to be drawn annually 
by lot, to fit in judgment together, with the Prae- 
tor upon all caufes '**. 

But for the more eflFedual cure of that general 
licence and corruption of morals, which had 
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infe<5led all orders , another remedy was alfo provid- 
ed this year, an eledion of Cenfors: it ought 
regularly to have been made every five years, but 
had now been intermitted from the time of Sylla 
for about feventeen. Thefe Cenfors were the guardi- 
ans of the difcipline and manners of the City '*', 
and had a power of punifh vice and immorality by 
fqme mark of infamy in all ranks of men, from 
the highefl: to the loweft. The perfons now cho&n 
were L. Geliius and Cn. Lentulus; both of them 
mentioned by Cicero as his particular acquaintance, 
and the laft as his intimate friend '**. Their au- 
thority, after fo long an intermiilion, was exer* 
cifed with that feverity which the libertinifm of 
the times required ; for they expelled above fixty- 
four from the Senate fdr notorious immoralities, 
the greateft part for the deteftabie pradice of taking 
money for judging caufes '**, and among them 
C. Antonius , the uncle of the Triumvir , fub- 
fcribing their reafons for it , that he had plundered 
the allies, declined a trial, mortgaged his lands, 
and was not mafter of his eftate '*' : yet this very 
Antonius was eleded jEdile and Praetor foon after 
in his proper courfe, and within fix years advan- 
ced to the Confulfhip : which confirms what Cicero 
fays of this Cenforian animadverfion , that it was 
become merely nominal, and had no other effed, 
than of putting a man to the blufh '*'. 

From the impeachment of Verrcs , Cicero en- 
tcred upon the jEdileffiip , and in one of his fpecchcs 
gives a fhort account of the duty of it: '' I am 
^ now chofen ^dilc /' fays he, "and am fenfible 
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^ of what is committed to me by the Roman peo- 
" pie : I am to exhibit with the greateft folemnitjr 
^^ the moft lacred fpom to Ceres, Liber, and 
^^ Libera; am to appeafe and conciliate the mo- 
** thcr Flora to the people and city of Rome by 
^* the celebration of the public games ; am to fur- 
^' nilh out thofe ancient fbows , the firft which were 
" called Roman, with all poflible dignity and 
** Religion, in honor of Jupiter, |uno, Minerva, 
" am to take care alfo of all the facred Edifices , 
« and indeed of the whole City, &c. '••, " The 
people were paiConately fond of all thefe games 
and diverfions ; and the public allowance for them 
being but fmall , according to the frugality of th^ 
old Republic, the £diles fupplied the reft at their 
own coft, and were often ruined by it. For e very- 
part of the Empire was ranfacked for what was rare 
and curious to adorn the fplendor of their (hows; 
the Fortim , in which they were exhibited , wag 
ufually beautified with porticoes built for the purr 
pofe, and filled with the choiceft ftatuesand pidures 
which Rome and Italy afforded. Cicero repcoach^s 
Appius for draining Greece and the Iflands of all 
their furniture of this kind for the ornament of hi^ 
£dile(hip '** : and Verres is faid to have fupplied 
his friends Hortenfius and Metellus with all th? 
fine ftatucs of which he had plundered thcv Pro.- 
vinces . 

Several of the greateft men of Cicero's time bad 
diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraordinary ex» 
penfe and magnificence in this magiftracy ; Lu» 
cullus, Scaurus, Lcntulus, Hortenfius "*, md 
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C Antoniuf ; who, though expelled fo lately from 
the Senate, entertained the City this year with 
ftage*plays , whofe fcencs were covered with filver; 
in which he was followed afterwards by Murena "* : 
yet J. Csefar outdid them all ; and in the fports 
exhibited for his Father's Funeral , made the whole 
furniture of the Theatre of folid filver,, fo that wild 
beafts were then firft feento tread on that metal "\- 
but theexcefs of his expenfe was but in proportion 
. to the excefs of his ambition ; for the reft were 
only purchafmg the ConfuKhip , he the Empire. 
Cicero took the middle way, and obferved the 
rule which he prcfcribed afterwards to his fon , of 
an expenfe agreeable to hiscircumftances "*; foas 
neither to hurt his charadler by a fordid illibetal- 
ity, nor his fortunes by a vain oftentation of 
magnificence; fmce the one, by making a man 
odious, deprives him of the power of doing 
good; the other, by making him neceffitous, 
puts him under the temptation of doing ill : thus 
Mamercus , by declining the JEdilefliip through 
frugality, loft the; Confulfhip "*: and Caefar, by 
his prodigality , was forced to repair his own ruin 
by ruining the Republic. 

But Cicero's popularity was built on a more 
folid foundation , th#aflFcdion of his Citizens , from 
a fenfe of his merit and fervices; yet in com- 
pliance with the cuftom and humor of the City, 
he furnilhed the three folemn fiiows above- 
mentioned , to the entire fatisfadion of the people : 
an expenfe which he calls little , in refped of the 
great honors which he had received from them "*. 

/ The 
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The Sicilians 4 during his £dile(hip, gavfe hinr 
effeduai proofs of their gratitude, by fupplying 
l^im largely with all manner of provifions , which 
their ifland afforded , for the ufe of his table, and 
the public feafts , which he was obliged to provide 
in this magiftracy : but inftead of making any 
private advantage of their liberality, he applied 
the whole to the benefit pf the poor; and by the* 
help of this extraordinary fupply contrived to reduce 
the price of victuals in the Markets '". 

Hortenfius was one of the Gonfub of thii 
year ; which produced nothing memorable but thc^ 
dedication of the Capitol by Q. Lutatius €atulus« 
It had been burnt down in Sylla's time , who under-' 
took the care of rebuilding it ^ but did not liver 
to fee it finifljed ; which he lamented ia his laft ilK 
nefs, as the only thing wanting to complete his* 
felicity "*. By his death that charge fdl to Ga^^ 
tulus, as being Conful at the time, whodedicate* 
it this fummer with great pomp and fdlemnity^ 
and had the honor to have his name infer ibed onr 
^he front *'*• . 

On the occafion of this FeftiVal , he is faid td 
Jiave introduced fdme inftances of luxiify not 
known before in Rome, of covering the area, ia 
' which the people fat , with a purple veil imitating 
the color of the flcy , and defending feom the 
injuries of it ; and of gilding the tiles of this 
noble fabric^ which were made of copper: for 
though the cielings of Temples had before beeoi 
iomeximes gilt^ yet this "Was the lirft ufe of golrf 
pn th? outfido^ of any building "*. Thus tfad 
Vol. I I 
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Capitol , like all ancient fl'ru'Aures , rofe the more 
beautiful from it's ruins ; vrhich gave Cicero an 
opportunity of paying a particular compliment to 
Catulus in Verres's trial , where be was one of the 
Judges : for Verres having intercepted , as it is faid 
ai)ove , the rich Candleftick of King Antiochus , 
which was dcfigncd for the Capitol , Cicero after be 
had charged him with it , takes occafion to fay , 
** I addrel^ myfelf here to you, Catulus, for I am 
*• fpeaking of your noble and beautiful rnonu- 
*^ ment: k is your part to fhow not only the 
•• fevcrity of a judge , but the ailimofity of an 
•^ accufer. Your honor is united with that of 
" this Temple , and , by the favor of the iSenate 
•* and people of Rome , your name is confecrated 
" with it to all pofterity : it muft be your care 
^ therefore that the Capitol , as it is now reftored 
** itiore fplendidly, may be furnifhed alfo more 
•* richly than it was before: as if the fire had 
*.* been fent on purpofe from heaven , not to de- 
•* ftroy the Temple of Jupiter, but to require 
*^ from us one more fhining and magnificent than 
»* the former"'." 

In this year Cicero is fuppofed to have defended 
Fontcius and Caecina. Fonteius had been Pnetor 
iof the Narbonefe Gaul for three years , and was 
afterwards accufed by the people of the Province 
and one of their Princes , Induciomarus , of great 
oppreflTion and exadions in his government , and 
efpecially of impofmgan arbitrary tax on the expor- 
tation of their wines. There were two hearings 
in the caufe 9 yet but one fpeech of Cicero's 
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remaining, ahd that fo imperfedl, that we can 

hardly form a judgment either of the merit, or 

the iffue of it. Cicero allows the charge of thc^ 

wines to be a hckvy one , if true '** ; and by his 

itiethod of defence one would fufpedl it to be fo , 

iince hi6 pains are chiefly employed in exciting an 

averfion to the accufers » and a compaflion to the 

criminal. Fbr, to deftroy the credit of the wit- 

ncffes^ h^ reprcfents the whole nation, ** as a 

" drunken , impious , faithlefs people , natural 

•* enemies to all religion, without any notion of 

^* the fanftity of an oath , and polluting the altars 

" of their Gods with human facrificcs : and what 

** faith , ^vhat piety , " fays he, " can you imagine to 

^ be in thofe , who think that the Gods are to be 

^* appeafcd by cruelty and human blood "' ? " 

And to raife at laft the pity of the Judges , he urges 

in a pathetic peroration , the interccffion and tears 

of Fonteiiis's fifter, one of the Veftal virgins, who 

was then prefent; oppofing, the piety and prayers 

of this holy fuppliant , to the barbarity and perjuries 

of the impious GaiiU ; and admonifhing the Bencb 

of th^ darigel' and arrogance of flighting the fuit 

oi one , whofe petitions , if the Gods fliould rejedl, 

they thcrafelves muft all be undone, &c. **\ 

The caufe of Caecina was about the right of 
fucceflion to a private eftate , which depended 
on a fubtile point of law "* , arifing from thp 
interpretation of the Praetor's iqterdidl : it fliows 
however , his exa<5l knowledge ai|^ flcill in thel civil 
law I and that his public charader and employ* 
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menc gave no interruption to his ufual diligence 
in pleading caufes. 

After the expiration of his ^dilcfhip he loft 
liis Coufm Lucius Cicero , the late companion of 
his journey to Sicily ; whofe death he laments 
Vfkh all the marks of a tender affedion , in the 
following letter to Atticus. 

*' You , who of all men know me the beft , will 
" eafily conceive how much I have been afflided , 
" and what a lofs"^ I have fuftained both in my 
'* public and domeftic life : for in him I had every 
** thing which could be agreeable to a man , from 
** the obliging temper and behaviour of another. 
^* I make no doubt therefore , but that you alfo 
** are affeded with it , not only for the fharc 
*' which you bear in my grief , but for your own 
" lofs of a relation and a friend , accomplifhed 
" with every virtue ; who loved you , as well 
" from his own inclination , as of what he ufed 
*' to hear of you from me , &c, '**. " 

What made his kinfman^s death the more un<« 
lucky to him at this jundure was the want of his 
help in making intercft for the Pretorfliip , , for 
which he now offered himfelf a candidate , after 
the ufual interval of two years **^, from the time 
of his being chofen ^dile : but the City was in 
fuch a ferment all this fummer, that there was like 
to be no eledion at all : the occafion of it arofe 
from the publication of fome new laws , which were 
utterly difliked i|ui fiercely oppofed by the Senate. 
The firft of them was propofed in favor of Pompey 
by A. Gabinius, one of the Tribunes, as a teftimony 
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of their gratitude, and the firft fruits as it were of 
that povrer which he had reftored to them. It 
was to grant him an extraordinary commiflion for 
quelling the Pirates, who infefied the coafls and 
navigation of the Mediterranean , to the difgrace 
of the Empire,, and the ruin of all commerce "*; 
by which an abfolute command was conferred upon 
him through all the Provinces bordering on that lea, 
as far as fifty miles within land. Thefe Pirates 
were grown fo ftrong , and fo audacious , that they 
had taken feveral Roman Magiftrates and Amba& 
iadors prifoners , made fome fuccefsful dcfcents on 
Italy itfelf , and burnt the navy of Rome in the very 
port of Oftia "*. Yet the grant of a power fo 
exorbitant and unknown to the laws was ftrcnuoufty 
oppofed by Catulus , Hortenfius , and all the other 
chiefs of the Senate « as dangerous to the public 
liberty , nor fit to be intruded to any fingle per- 
fon : they alledged , " That thefe unufual grants 
** were the caufe of all the mifery that the Re- 
•* public had fuffered from the Profcriptions of 
** Marius and Sylla , who , by a perpetual fuccef- 
•* fion of extraordinary commands , were made 
** too great to be controlcd by the authority of 
*' the laws ; that though the fame abufe of power 
** was not to be apprehended from Pompey , yet 
** the thing itfelf was pernicious , and contrary to 
•* the conftitution of Rome ; that the equality of 
** a Democracy required, that the public honors 
** fliould be ihared alike by all who were worthy 
^* of them ; that there was no other way to make 
••,racn worthy , and to furniih the City with a 
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^' number and cl^oice of experienced coniniahder$ \ 
** and if , as it was faid by Ibine , there were 
^* really none at that time fit to command but 
•' Pompey , the true reaibn was , becaufe they 
** would fuffer none to command but Pompey "%** 
All the friends of LucuHu? were particularly adivc , 
in the oppofition ; apprehending , that this new 
commiflion would encroach upon his Province 
and command in the Mithrldatic war : £o that 
Gabinius, to turn the, popular clamor on that fide^ 
got a plan of the inagoificent Palace, which 
%ucullus was buildinjg, painted upon a banner ^ 
and carried about the (Ireets by his mob ; to 
^ntimate , that he was making all tha( expenfe out 
of the fpoils of the Republic "'. 

Catulus , in fpeaking to the people againft thi$ 
law , demanded of them , " If every thing muft 
needs be committed to Pompey , what they would 
do if any accident 0iould be^l him ? " Upon which ^ 
as Cicero {ays , he reaped the juft fruit of his 
virtue, when they all cried out with one voice, 
that their dependence would then be upon him"*. 
Pompey himfelf , who was naturally a great 
diflembler, affedled not only an indifference, but 
a diflike to the employment , and begged of the 
people to confer it on fome body elfe ; and after 
all the fatigues which he had undergone in their 
fervice , to give him leave to retire to the care of his 
domeftic affairs , and fpare him the trouble and 
odium of fo invidious a commiflion *". But this 
feemingfelf-denial gave a handle only to his friends 
to extol his modefly and integrity the more 
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cffedually ; and fmce there had been a precedent 
for the law a few years before , in favor of a man 
much inferior both in merit and interell , M. An* 
tonius "*, it was carried againft the united authority 
of all the Magiflrates, but with the general inclination 
of the people : when from the greateft fcijrcity 
of provifions which had been known for a long 
time in Rome , the credit of Pompey^s name funk 
the price of them at once , as if plenty had beeti 
adlually reftored "^ But though the Senate could 
not hinder the law, yet they had their revenge on 
Gabinius, the author of it , by preventing his 
being chofen one of Pompey's Lieutenants , which 
was what he chiefly aimed at , and what Pompey 
himfelf folicited *'* : though Pompey probably 
made him amends for it in fome other way; fince, 
as Cicero fays , he was fo nedeffitous at this time , 
and fo profligate , that , if he had not carried bis 
law , he muft have turi^ed Pirate himfelf '". 
Pompey had a fleet of five hundred fail allowed 
for this expedition , with twenty four Lieutenants 
chofen out of the Senate"*; whom he diftributed 
fo fkilfully through the feveral Rations of the 
Mediterranean, that in lefs than fifty days he 
drove the Pirates out of all their lurking holes , and 
in four months put ^n end to the whole war : for 
he did not prepare for it till the end of winter , fee 
out upon it in the beginning of fpring, and finifbed 
it in the middle of fummer *'*. " 

A fecond law was publiflied by L. Otho, for 
the aflignment of diftind feats in the Theatres to 
the Equeftrian order , who ufed before to ftf 
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promifcuoufly vrith the populace : but by this law 
fourteen rows of benches , next to thofe of the 
Senators , were to be appropriated to their ufe ; by 
•which he fecured to them , as Cicero fays , both 
their dignity and their pleafure '*\ The Senate 
obtained the fame privilege of feparate feats about 
a hundred years before , in the Confulfhip of 
Scipio Africanus , which highly difguftetl the 
people , and gave occafion , fays Livy , as all 
innovations are apt to do , to much debate and 
cenfure ; for many of the wifer fort condemned all 
fuch diftindions in a free City, as dangerous to the 
public peace: and Scipio himfelf afterwards repented, 
and blamed himfelf for fuflFering it **', Otho's law, 
we may imagine , gave ftill greater offence , as it 
was a greater affront to the people, to be removed* 
yet farther from what of all things they were 
fondeft of , the fight of plays and (hows : it was 
carried however by the authority of the Tribune, 
and is frequently referred to by the Claflic writers^i 
as an aA very memorable, and '** what made 
jtnuch noife in it's time. 

C. Cornelius alfo , another Tribune , was pufliing 
forward a third law , of a graver kind , to prohibit 
bribery in eledions by the fandlion of the fevereft 
penalties: the rigor of it highly difpleafed the Senate, 
whpfe warm oppofition raifed great diforders in 
the City, fo that all other bufinefs was interrupted , 
tht eledions of magiftrates adjourned , and the 
Confuls forced to have a guard. The matter how- 
ever , was compounded , by moderating the feverity 
Xii the penalties in a new law offered by thip 
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fconfuls , which Avas accepted by Cornelius, and 
enaded in proper form under the title of the CaU 
^urnian law , from the name of the Conful C. CaK 
purnius Pifo '*'. Cicero fpeaks of it ftill as rigor- 
oufly drawn *** , for befides a pecuniary fine, it 
rendered the guilty incapable of any public office 
or place in the Senate. This Cornelius feems to 
have been a br^ve and honeft Tribune , though 
fomewhat too fierce and impetuous in afTerting the 
rights of the Citizens ; he publifhed another law, 
to prohibit any man's being abfolved fro * the 
obligation of the laws , except by the authority of 
the people ; which , though a part of the old 
conftitution , had long been ufurped by the Senate » 
who difpenfed with the laws by their own decrees, 
and thofe often made clandeftinely , when a few 
only were privy to them. The Senate being refol ved 
not to part with fo valuable a privilege , prevailed 
with another Tribune to inhibit the publication of 
it , when it came to be read ; upon which Corne- 
lius took the book from the Clerk , and read it 
liimfelf. This was irregular , and much inveigh- 
ed againft , as a violation of the rights of the Tribu- 
nate ; fo that Cornelius was once more forced to 
compound the matter by a milder law , forbidding 
the Senate to pafs any fuch decrees , unlefs when two 
hundred Senators were prefent '*'. Thefe diftur- 
bances however proved the occafion of an unex- 
pedled honor to Cicero, by giving him a more 
ample aud public teftimony of the people's aflFec- 
tion ; for in three different affemblies convened for 
the ch6iee of Pr?etors , two of which were diffolvedj 
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fwithout cffed, he was declared every time the firft 
Praetor , by the fuffrages of all the Centuries ***. 

The Prxtor was a magiftrate next in dignity to 
the Confuls , created originally as a colleague or 
affillant to them in the adminiftration of Juftice , 
and to fupply their place alfo in abfence '*'. At 
firfl: there was but one ; but as the dominion and 
afifairs of the Republic increafed , fo the number of 
Prxtors was gradually enlarged from one to eight- 
They were chofen not as the inferior magiftrates, 
by tile people voting in their Tribes , but in their 
Centuries as the Confuls and Cenfors alfo were. la 
the firft method, the majority of votes in each Tribe 
determined the general vote of the Tribe ^ and a 
majority of Tribes determined the eledion , in which 
the meaneft citizen had as good a vote as the bed : 
but in the fecond the balance of power was thrown 
into the hands of the better fort , by a wife con* 
trivance of one of their Kings, Servius TuUius; 
who divided the whole body of the Citizens into a 
hundred and ninety three Centuries, according to a 
Cenfus or valuation of their eftates ; and then reduced 
tbefe Centuries into fix Claffes according to the fame 
rule, afligning to the firft or richeft Clafs ninety 
feven of thefe Centuries , or a majority of the whole 
number : fo that if the Centuries of the firft Clafs 
agreed , the affair was over, and the votes of all 
the reft infignificant '**. 

The bufinefs of the Praetors was to prefide and 
judge in all caufcs , efpecially of a public or criminal 
kind , where their feveral jurifdidions were affigned 
to them by lot '*' ; and it fell to Cicero's to fit upon 
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aftlons of extortion and rapine, brought againft 
MagiArates and Governors of Provinces '*'. in 
"which , he tells us himfelf , he had adled as an 
ac<^ufer^ fat as a judge, and prefided as Praetor"*'. 
In this office he acquired a great reputation of 
integrity by the condemnation of Licinius Macer , a 
perfon of Praetorian dignity and great eloquence, 
vrho would have made an eminent figure at the Bar, 
if his abilities had not been fullied by the infamy of a 
vicious life '**. " This man y as Plutarch relates it ,. 
" depending upon his mtereft , and the influence of 
** CrafTus, who fupported him with all his power, 
" was fo confident of being acquitted , that without 
" waiting for a fentence , he went home to drefs 
" himfelf , and , as if already abfolved , was 
" returning towards the Court in a white gown ; 
** but being met on his way by CrafTus, and in- 
** formed that he was condemned by the unani« 
" mous fuffrage of the Bench , he took tp his bed , 
" ^rtd died immediately, " The flory is told 
differently by other Writers : " That Macer was 
" adually in the Court expeding the ifTue ; but 
" perceiving Cicero ready to give judgment 
" againft him , he fent one to let him know that 
** he was dead , ^nd flopping his breath at the 
" fame time with a handkerchief, inflantly ex- 
** ptred ; fo that Cicero did not proceed to fen- 
" tence, by which Macer's eftate was faved to his 
" fon Licipius Calvus , an orator afterwards of 
•• the firfl merit and eminence"'." But from 
Cicero's own account it appears, that after treating 
Macer in the trial with great candor and equity. 
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he adlually condemned him with tje univcrfal appro* 
bation of the people ; and did himfelf much more 
honor and fervice by it , than he could have reaped^ 
he fays , by IVIacer*s friendfhip and intereft, UF he 
had acquitted him "*. 

, M^nilius , one of the new Tribunes , no fooner 
entered into his office , than he raifed a frefli dif* 
turbance in the City , by the promulgation of a 
Jaw for granting to flaves fet free a right of voting 
among the Tribes; which gave fo much fcandal to 
all, and was fo vigoroufly oppofcd by the Senate^ 
that he was prefently obliged to drop it '" : but 
being always venal , as Vellcius fays , and the tool 
of other men's power, that he might recover his 
credit with the people , and engage the favor of 
Pompey , he propofed a fecond law , that Pompey ^ 
who was then in Cilicia extinguifliing the remains 
of the piratic war , Ihould have the government of 
Afia added to his commiflion , with the command 
of the Mithridatic war , and of all the Roman armies 
in thofe parts"'. It was about eight years fmce 
Lucullus was firft fent to that war , in which , by 
a feries of many great and glorious ads , he had 
acquired reputation both of courage and condud, 
equal to that of the greateft Generals : he had 
driven Mithridates out of his kingdom of Pontus, 
and gained feveral memorable vidories againft 
him, though fupported by the whole force of 
Tigranes, the moft potent Prince of Afia; .till his 
army , haraffed by perpetual fatigues , and debauched 
by his fadious officers , particularly by hi§ brother-in- 
law young Clodius'*', began to grow impatient- 
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of bis difcipline , and to demand their difchargCtf 
Their difaffedion was ftill increafed by the un- 
lucky defeat oi one of bis Lieutenants , Tdarius ; 
who, in a raih engagement with IVlithridates « was 
deftroyed with the lofs of his camp, and the beft 
of his troops : fo that as foon as they heard that 
Glabrio , the Conful of the laft year, was appointed 
to fucceed him , and adually arrived in Afia, they 
broke out into an open mutiny , and refufed to 
follow him any farther , declaring themfelves to 
be no longer bis foldiers : but Glabrio , upon the 
n^ws of thefe diforders , having no inclination to 
enter upon fo troublefome a command, chofe to 
flop (hort in Bitbynia , without ever going to the 
atmy 

This mutinous fpirit in Lucullus's troops , and 
the lols of his authority with them , which Glabrio 
was ftill lefs qualified to fuftain^ gave a reafonable 
pretext to Manilius's law ; and Pompcy's fuccefr 
againft the Pirates , and his being upon the fpot 
with a great army , made it likewife the more 
plaufible : fo that after a fbarp conteft and oppo- 
fition from fome oiF the be ft and greatcft of the 
Senate , the Tribune carried his point , and got the 
law confirmed by the people, Cicero fupported 
it with all his 4oquence , in a fpeech from the 
Roftra, which he had never mounted till thif 
occafion : where , in difplaying the charader of 
Pompey , he draws the pidure of a confummate 
General, with all the ftrength and beauty of colors, 
which words can give. He was now in the career 
af his fortunes , and in fight as it wer<j of tbe- 
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Confullhip , the grand objed of his ambition ; fo that 
his condud was fufpeded to flow from an interefted 
view of facilitating his own advaticem&nt , by pay* 
ing this court to Pompey's power : but the reafon^ 
Already intimated , and Pompey's Angular charadejf 
of modefty and abftinence , joined to the fuperio^ 
rity of his military fame , might probably convince 
him , that it was not only fafe ^ but neceffhry ad 
this time , to commit a war , which no body elfb 
could finifh , to fuch a Oeneral ; and a power, 
which no body elfe ought to be intruded with, to 
fuch a man. This he himfelf folemnly affirms m 
the conclufion of his fpeech : "I call the Gods to 
** witnefs ^ ^* fays he , " and efpccially thofe Who pre-^ 
** fide over this Temple , and infped the minds 
*^ of all who adminifter the public affairs , that I 
" neither do this at the defite of any one^ nor to 
" conciliate Pompey's favof , nor to procure from 
^ any man's grcatnefs , either a fupport in dan- 
** gers ^ or affiftance in honors : for as to danger^ 
'* I (hall repel them as a man Ought to do , by 
** the protedion of my innocence; and for ho- 
** nors , I fhall obtain them , not from any fingle 
" man, nor from this place, but from my ufual 
•* laborious courfe of life , and the continuance 
" of your favor. Whatever jjfciins therrfore I 
•* have taken in this caufe , 1 have taken it all , I 
** affure you , for the fake of the Republic ; and 
** fo far from ferving any intereft of my own by 
" it, have gained the ill will and enmity of many, 
•* partly fecret , partly declared ; unneceffary to 
•* myfelf, yet not ufelefs perhaps to you : bue 
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^^ after fo many favors received from you , and 
•' this very honor which I now enjoy , I have 
" made it my refolution , Citizens , to prefer your 
•■ will, the dignity of the RepubKc , and the 
** fafety of the Provinces, to all my own interefts 
*• and advantages whatfoever "*. " 

J. Csefar alfo was a zealous promoter of thi$ 
law ; but from a dififercnt motive than the . love 
cither of Pompey , or the Republic : his defign 
was, to recommend himfelf by it to the people, whofe 
favor , he forelaw , would be of mr?re ufe to him 
than the Senate's , and to caft a frefli load of envy 
on Pompey , which , by fome accident , might be 
improved afterwards to his hurt ; but his chief 
view was to make the precedent familiar, that, 
whatever ufe Pompey might make of it, he himfelf 
might one day make a bad one ***. For this is 
Ac common effed of breaking through the barrier 
of the laws , by which many ftates have been 
ruined ; when , from a confidence in the abilities 
and integrity of fome eminent Citizen , they 
invefthim, on preffing occafions, with extraordi- 
nary powers , for the common benefit and defence 
of the fociety : for though power fo intruded may 
in particular cafes be of Angular fervice , and 
fometimes even neceffary ; yet the example is 
always dangerous , furnifhing a perpetual pretence 
to the ambitious and ill defigning, to grafp at 
every perogative which had been granted at any 
time to the virtuous , till the fame power, which 
would favc a country in good hands , oppreffes it 
at laft in bad. 
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Though Cicero had now full eniplo)ancnt al^ 
praetor , both in the affairs of ftate and public trials ; 
yet he found time ftiJl to ad the Advocate , as well 
as the 7udge , and not only tp hear caufes in hi^ 
own Tribunal , but to plead them alfo at the Tri- 
bunals of the other Praetors. He now defended* 
A. Cluentius , a Roman Knight of fplendid family 
and fortunes , accqfed before the Praetor Q. Nalb,: 
of poifoning his father in law Oppianicus » who a few. 
years before had been tried and baniflied for an. 
attempt to poifon Cluentius. The oration , which is 
extant , lays open a fcene of fuch complicated, 
villany , by poifons , murder , inceflt , fuborning, 
witneffes , corrupting judges , as the Poets them-, 
felves have never feigned in any one family ; alL 
contrived by the mother of Cluentius ag^inft the; 
life and fortunes of her fon : " But what a mother ! '\ 
" iays Cicero ;" one , who is hurried blindfold by the, 
** rooft cruel and brutal paflions; whofe luft no fenfc, 
** of fhame reftrains ; who by the vicioufnefeof her 
** mind perverts all the laws^ of men to the worft ends;. 
** who adts with fuch folly, that none can take her 
** for a human creature ; with fuch violence , that 
*' none can imagine her to be a woman j with. 
V* fuch cruelty, that none can conceive her to be 
^ a mother ; one , who has confounded not only 
** the name and the rights of nature , but all the 
*^ relations of it too : the wife of her fon in law l 
'* the ftepmother of her fon ! the invader ,of her^ 
" daughter's bed ! in ftiort , who has nothing left^ 
^* in her of the human fpecics , but the merel 
*^form "\* 
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He is fuppofed to have defended fcvefal other 
criminals this year^ though the pleadings are now 
loft, and particularly M. Fundanius; but what 
gives the mod remarkable proof of his induftry^ 
is^ that duHng his FrastorCbip ^ as fome of the 
ancient ^Writers tell us « though he was in f\iU 
practice and exercife of fpeaking , yet he Crc-" 
quented the fchool of a celebrated Rhetorician^ 
Gnipho '"• We cannot fuppofe that his defigti 
Vras to learn any thing, new, but to prcfcrve and 
confirm that perfeAion Which he had already 
acquired ^ and prevent any. ill habit from grow- 
ing infenfibly upon him^ by exercifing himfelf 
under the obfervation of fo judiciotis a nfafler. 
But his chief view certainly was, to give/omc 
countenance and encouragement to Gnipho him- 
fclf, as well as to the art which he profeffedj 
and by the preferice and authority of one of the 
firft Magiftrates of Romt^ to inspire the young 
Nobles with an ambition to excel in it. 

When his Magiftracy was juft at ati endi 
Manilrus, whofe Tribunate expired a few days 
before^ ^^s accufed before him of tapine and 
extortidn : ancl though ten days wertf always 
allowed to the cHminal tb prepare for his defence^ 
he appointed the very next day for the triah 
This ftartled and offended the Citizens ^ who 
^generally favored ManiliUs , anci looked lipon the 
profecution as the effed of malice and refentment 
on the part of thial Senate, for his la'^r in favor of 
Pompey. The Tribunes therefore, called Cicero to 
an account before the people^ for treating ManiUos 
Vol. 1. K 
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forouglily; who in defence of faimfelf (aid, "That 
as it bad been his pradice to treat all criminals 
vnth humanity, fo he had no defign of ading 
otherwife with Manilius, but on die contrary had 
appointed that Ihort day for the trial, becaufe it 
was the only one of which he was mafter ; and 
that it was not the part of thofe , who wilhed 
*well to Manilius; to throw o£F the caufe to another 
Judge." This made a wonderful change in the 
minds of the audience, who applauding his con- 
dud, defired then that he would undertake the 
defence of Manilius , to which he confented; 
and ftepping up again into the Roftra, laid 
open the fource of the whole affair , with many 
fevere refleAion$ upon the enemies of Pompey "'. 
The trial however was dropt, on account of the 
tumults which arofe immediately after in the City, 
from fome new incidents of much greater imporN 
ance. 

At the Confufar eledUon, which was held this 
fummer, P. Autronius Pxtus and F, Cornelius 
Sylla were declared Confuls ; but their eledion 
was no fooner publilhed , than they were accufed 
of bribery and corruption by the Calpurnian law, 
and being brought to trial, and found guilty 
before their entrance into office, forfeited the 
Confulfhip to their accufers and competitors, 
L. Manlius Torquatus and L. Aurelius Cotta. 
Catiline alfo, who from his Prxtorfhip had ob- 
tained the Province of Africa, came to Rome this 
year to appear a candidate at the eledion, but 
htmg accufed of extortion and rapine in that 
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government, vra^ not permitted by the Confuls 
to purfue his pretenfions "*. 

This difgrace of men fo powerful and defperate 
engaged them' prefently in a confpiracy againft 
the State , in which it was refolved to kill the 
new Confuls, with feveral others of the Senate, 
and fhare the government among themfelves: but 
the effedl of it was prevented by fome informatioa 
given of the defign, which was too precipitately 
laid to be ripe for execution. Cn« Fifo , an 
audacious, needy, fadious young nobleman, was 
privy to it'*'; and, as Suetonius fays, two more 
of much greater weight, M. Craffus and J. Csefar; 
the firft of whom was to be created Dictator, the 
fecond his Mafter of the Horfe: but CrafTus's 
heart failing him, either through fear or repent- 
ance, he did not appear at the appointed time, 
fo that Caefar would not give the fignal agreed 
upon , of letting his robe drop from his fhouldcr"*. 
The fcnate was particularly jealous of Pifo, and 
hoping to cure his difaffedion by making him 
eafy in his fortunes, or to remove him at jeaft 
from the cabals of his afibciates, gave him the 
government of Spain , at the inftance of Craffus, 
who Rrenuoufly fupported him as a determined 
enemy to Pompey. But before his fetting out^ 
Csefar and be are faid ta havje entered into a 
i^ew and feparate epgagemem, that the one (hould 
begin fome difturbance abroad , while the other 
was to prepare and inflame ipatters at home: but 
this plot alfo was defeated by the unexpe^^d 
death of ^ifo j yfhtf ^yaj^ff^ffipated^ by tfef 
" K « 
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Spaniards , as fomc fay , for his cruelty , or, a$ 
others , by Pompey*s clients » and at the inftiga- 
tion of Pompey hirafdf **** 

Cicero , at the expiration of his Prxtorlhip, 
would not accept any foreign Province "', thcr 
ufual reward of that JVIagiftracy, and the chief 
fruit which the generality propofed from it. He 
had no particular love for money, nor genius for 
arms , fo that thofe governments had no charms 
for him : the glory which he purfued was to ibine 
in the eyes of the City , as the. Guardian of it*s 
laws, and to teach the Magiftrates how to execute, 
the Citizens how to obey them. But he was now 
preparing to fue for the Conlulfliip, the great 
objed of all his hopes; and his whole attention 
was 'employed how to obtain it in his proper 
year, and without a repulfe. Thefe were two years 
neceffariJy to intervene between the Pnetorfbip 
and Confulflrip! the firft of which was ufually 
fpent in forming a general intereft, and foficiting 
for it as it were in a private manner; the fecond 
in fuing for it openly, in the proper form and 
habit of a candidate. The affeAion of the City, 
fo fignally declared for him in all the inferior fteps 
of honor, gave him a ftrong prefumption of fuccefs 
in his prefent pretenfions to the higheft: but as' 
he had reafon to apprehend a great oppofition 
from the Nobility, who looked upon the public 
dignities as a kind of birth -right , and could 
not brook their being intercepted and fnatched 
from them by new men "** ; fo he refolved to put 
it out of their power to hurt liim^ by omitting 
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no pains which could be required of a candidatCi 
of vifiting and foliciting all the Citizens in perfon. 
At the eledion therefore of the Tribunes on the 
iixteenth of July , where the whole City was 
aflembled in the field of Mars, he cbofe to majce 
his firft effort, and to mix himfelf with the crowd, 
on purpofe to careCs and falute them familiarly 
by name; and as foon as there was any vacation 
in the Forum, which happened ufually in Auguf);, 
be intended to make an excurfion into the Cilkl- 
pine Gaul, and in the charader of a Lieutenant 
to Pifo , the Governor of it , to vifit the Towns 
and Colonies of that Province, which was reckoned 
very ftrong in the number of it's votes , and fo 
return to Rome in January following"*. While 
he was thus employed in fubg for the Confulfliip, 
L. Cotta, a remarkable lover of wine, was one 
of the Cenfors , which gave occafion to one df 
Cicero's jokes, that Plutarch has tranfmitted to 
IIS, that happening one day to be dry with the 
fatigue of his talk , he called for a glafs of water 
to quench his thirft; and when his friends ftood 
clofe around him as he was drinking « ^ You do 
well,*' feys hc^ " to cover rne, left Cotta Ibould 
cenfure me for drinking water ". 

He wrote about the fame time to Atticus, then 
at Athens, to defire him to engage all that hand 
of Pompey's dependents, who were fcrving under 
him in the Mithridatic war, and by way of jeft 
bids him tell Pompey' himfelf , that he would 
not take it ill of him, if he did not come in 
perfon to his eleSion V* Atdcus fpent many 
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years in this rcfidcncc at Athens , vrhtch gave 
Cicero an c^portunity of employing him to buy 
a great number of ftatues for the ornament of his 
feveral Villas , efpecially that at Tufculom , in 
vrbich be. took the greatcft pleaftire '^*, for it's 
delightful iitiiationin the neighbourhood of Rome, 
and the convenience of an eafy retreat from the 
hurry and fatigues of the City : here he had built 
leverai rooms and galleries, in imitation of the 
Schools and Porticoes of Athens, vrhidi he called 
likewiCe by their Attic names of the. Academy 
and Gymnafmm, and diefigned for die fame ufe of 
Fhik>fophical conferences with his learned friends* 
He had .given Attious k general commiffion to 
purcliafe for liim any piece of Grecian art or 
fculpture, which was elegam and curious, cfpeciaHy 
of the Kterary kind, or proper for the furniture 
of his Academy "* ; ^^^ich Atticus executed to 
hh igreat Catisfadibn , and fent him at different 
times feveral cargoes df flatues , which arrived 
fafe at the port of Cajeta, near to his Formiaa 
Villa"*; and pleafed him always fo weH, both 
in the choice and the price of them, that upon 
the receipt of each parcel he dill rene>yed his 
orders for more. 

^^ I have paid, "fays he," a hundred and fixty 
** four pounds, as you ordered, to your agent 
^^ Cincius, for the Megaric ftatues. The Mercuries 
*^ which jrou mentioned, of Pentclician marble with 
^^ brazen heads, give me already gr^t pkafure: 
^ Wherefdte I \vouid have ybu fend me as tnany 
^ of them as yoa can^ and as fd^ti as polBblt^ 
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^ vrith^ any other ftatues and ornaments vrhich 
^' you think proper for the place, and in my tafte^ 
*.* and good enough to pleafe yours; but above 
<^ all, fuch as will fuit my Gymnafium and Portico; 
^^ for 1 am grown fo fond of all things of that 
^ kind , that though others probably may blame 
^ me, yet 1 depend on you to affift me*^*, ** 

Of all the pieces which Atticus fent^ he feems to 
liave becii the moft pleafed with a fore of compound 
emblematical figures, reprefcnting Mercury and 
Minerva, or Mercury and Hercules jointly upon 
one bafe, called Hermathenx and Hermcraclse; for 
Hercules being the proper Deity of the Gymna- 
fium^ Minerva of the Academy, and Mercury 
common to both, they cxadly fuited the purpofe 
for which he defired them '^*. But he was .fo 
intent on embelliihing this Tufculan Villa with aU 
forts of Grecian work, that he fent over to A^^icu& 
the plans of his ceilings, which were of ^tuccor 
work, in order to befpeak pieces o^ fcuJpturebK 
painting to be inferted in the compartments ; with 
the covers of two of his wells or fountains, which 
according to the cuAom of thofe times. they u(ed 
i4LO form after fome elegant pattern, and adora 
with fibres iq relief '"• 

Nor was he lefs eager in making a colledlionof 
Greek books, and forming a library, by the fafne 
opportunity of Atticus's hejpu. This was Atticus's 
own paffion , who having free accefe to all the 
libraries of Athens, was employing his flaves in 
copying the works of their beft writers , not only 
for his own ufe^ but for fale alCp, and the common 
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profit both of the (lave and the mafter : for Atticuf 
was rcmarjcable above all men of his rank for si 
ikmily of learnec) flaves^ having fqarce a foot-boy 
in his houfe, vrho was not trained both to rea4 
^nd write for biip "'• By this advantage he had 
made a very large eolledion of choice and curious 
books, and fi^nified to Cicero his defign of felling 
them { yet feems to have intimated withal , thai; 
he expeded a larger fum for them than Cicero 
V^ould e?ifily fpare: which gave occasion to Cicero 
to be^ of him in feveral letters to referve the 
whole number for him , till he could raife money 
enough for the purchafe. 

" Pray Jcccp your books , ^ fays be , * for me, 
^ and do not defpair of my beipg able to make 
^ them mine; "which if I can compafi, I (hall 
^ think myfelf richer than Craffus , and defpife 
^ the ^|ie Villas and Gardens of them all"*. ** 
Again t « Tajce care th^t you do not part with 
^ your library to any paan, how ^ager foever 
^ he may be to buy it; for I am fetting apart 
^ all my little rents to purchafe that relief for 
♦* my old age "*. ** In a third letter, he £ays, 
^ That he had placed all his hopes of comfort* 
"^ and ple^fure, whenever he (I)ould retire from 
^ bpfincfs , on Af^icus's refcryipg thefe book$ 
^' for him '". ^ 

But to return to the affairs of the City, Ckero 
was now engaged in the defence of C. Cornelius, 
who was accufed aqd tried for pra<flices againft the 
ftate iQ his late Tribunate, before the Prscfor Q. 
Gallius. T))is trial » which lafted four days^ was 
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6nc of the moft important in which he had ever 
been concerned : the two Gonfuls prefided in it \ 
and all the chiefs of the Senate , Q. Catulus , L. 
Lucullus , Hortenfius , &c, appeared as witnelTes 
againft the criminal "* ; whom Cicero defended , as 
Quintilianfays, not only withftrong, but fliining 
arms, and with a force of eloquence, that drew 
acclamations from the people'*'. He publilhedtwo 
Orations fpoken in this caufe, whofe lo(s is a public 
detriment to the literary world, fince they were 
reckoned among the moft finifted of his compo- 
fitions: he himfelf refers to them as fuch"*; and 
the old Critics have drawn many examples from 
them of that genuine eloquence , which extorts ap« 
plaufe and excites admiration. 

C. Fapius, one of the Tribunes, publifbed a law 
this year to oblige all ftrangers to quit the City as 
one of his predeceffors, Peqnus, had done like- 
wife many years before him. The reafon, which 
they alledged for it , was the confufion occafioned 
by the multitude and infelence of foreigners , who 
afTumed the* habit and dfurped the rights of Citt 
zens : but Cicero condemns all thefe laws as cruel, 
and inhofpitable , and a violation of the laws of 
nature and humanity "*. 

Catiline was now brought to a trial for his 
oppreflion in Africa ; he had been foliciting Cicero 
to undertake his defence ; who at one time was 
inuch inclined, or determined rather to do it, for 
l3ie fake of obliging the Nobles , efpecially Caefi^r 
and-Craifus, or of m^ing Catilina at leaft his 
friend , as he fignifies in a letter to Attici^s : ^' I 
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• defign^" lays be^ "at prcfent to defend my com* 
^^ petitor Catiline ; We have judges to our mind , 
^' yet tacb as the accufer himfelfis pleafed with: 
^ I hope, if he be acquitted,, that be will be the 
5*. more ready to fcrve me in our common pcti* 
5< tion; but if it fall out otberwife, I (ball bear it 
" with patience. It is of great importance to me 

* to h^ve you here as foon as poflibk : for there is 
^ a general perfuaGon, that certain Nobles of youir 
5^ acquaintance will be againft me.; and you , I 
^^ know , could be of the greateft fervice in gain* 
^' ing them over '*'. " But Cicero changed his 
mind, and did not defend him '^'; upon a nearer 
view perhaps of his defigns and traiterous pradice^; 
to which he feems to allude, when defchbing (he 
art and dtflimulation of Catiline, he declares, "'that 
he himfelf was once almofl; deceived by him., fo as to 
take him for a good Citizen , a lover of honefi; meq^ 
^ -firm and faithful friend, &c '". *" But it is not 
fftrange, that a candidate for the ConfolHiip, in the 
/career of his ambition, ihould think of defending 
a man of the firfl; rank «nd intereft in the City, 
^hen all the Confular Senators, and even the Conful 
•Jbimfelf, Torquatus, appeared with him atthetrial^ 
and gave tcftimony in his favor. Whom Cicero 
excufed , -when they were afterwards reproached 
^with it, by obferviag^ that they had no notion of 
iiis treafoos , nor fuipicion at that time of his confpi- 
.racy; but out of mere humanity and compaflion 
.defended a friend in diftrefs, and.in thatcrifisof his 

* jdangcr overlooked the infamy of. his life ***. 
J ^jHis profccutor was P. Clodius, a youn^ Nohk- 



. Digitized by VaOOQ IC 



IVl T. t;iC ERO. n9 

man as profligate at himfelf ; fo that it was not 
difficult to make up matters with fuch an accufer, 
who for a fum of money agreed to betray the 
oaoiie , and fuflEer him to efcape ***: which gave 
Gocafion to what Ctcero faid afterwards in a fyeech 
againft hirp in the Senate , while they were fuing 
together for the X3on&jlIhip : " Wretch ! not to fee 
that thou art not acquitted^ but referved only to a 
fcverer trial and heavier punifhment '•'. " It was in 
this year, as Cicero tells us, under the Gonfiils 
Cotta and Torquatus, that thofe prodigies happen* 
ed, which were interpreted to portend the great 
dangers and plots , that were now hatching againft 
die State , and broke.out two years after, in Cicero's 
ConfuUbip^ when the turrets ol the Capitol, the 
Aatues of the Gods , and the brazen image of the 
iiiiant Romulus fucking the wolf, were (bruck down 
by lightning"'. 

• Cicero being now in bis forty -third year, the 
proper age required by law '*' , declared himfelf 
a candidate for the Confulfhip along with fix con^ 
i>etitors, P. Suipicius Galba, L, Sergius Gatiboa:^ 
C^Antonius, L. Caflius Longinus, Q. Comificius, 
C* Licinius Sacerdos. The two firft were Patri- 
cians, the two next Plebeians , yet noble; the two 
Jaft the fons oF fathers who had firft imported the 
'public honors into their families: Cicero was the 
only new man among them, or one bom ofEqutf- 
triantank"*. Galba and Gorniiicius were perfons 
iof great virtue and merit ; Sacerdos without any 
pta^ticukr blemifh upon him; Caffius lazy and weak ^ 
j)ut not thought fo wicked as lie fbon after appeaitd 
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to be; Antonius and Catilina, though idfamoiis in 
their lives and charaders, yet by intrigue and 
fedion , bad acquired a powerful intereft in the City 
joined all their forces againft Cicero , as their moft 
formidable antagonift , in which they were vigor* 
oufly fupported by Crafius and Cxlar '*'• 

This was the Rate of the competition ; in which 
the pradice of bribing was carried on fo openly and 
fiiamefully by Antonius and Catiline, that the Se- 
nate thought it necefiary to give fome check to it 
by a new and more rigorous law ; but when they 
were proceeding to publilh it, L. Mucins Oreftinus; 
one of the Tribunes , put his negative upon them. 
This Tribune had beenCicero'« client, and defend- 
ed by him in an impeachment of plnnder and rob- 
bery ; hot having now fold himfelf to his enemies ^ 
made it the fubjed of all his harangues to ridicule 
his birth and charader, as unworthy of the Con- 
lulfliip ; /in the debate therefore which arofe in the 
Senate upon the merit of his negative, Cicero, 
provoked to find fo defperate a confederacy againft 
iiim , rofe up , and after fome raillery and exp6f- 
tulation with Mucins, made a moft fevcre invec- 
tive on the flagitious lives and pradices of his 
two competitors , in a fpeech ufually called in Toga 
Candida, becaufe it was delivered in a white Gown, 
the proper habit of all Candidates , and from which 
the name itfelf was derived '**. 

Though he had now bufmcfs enough upon his 

hands to engage his whole attention, yet we find 

.him employed in the defence of Q. Gallius, the 

Praetor of the laft year, accufed of corrupt pradices 
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in procuring that inagiftracy. Gallius, it fcem^, 
vrhen chofen £dile, had difgufted the people by 
not providing any wild bcafts for their entertain- 
ment in his public (hows; fo that to put them iwto 
good humor when he flood for the Praetorihip, he 
cnteruined them with Gladiators, on pretence of 
giving them in honor of his deceafcd father "V This 
was his crime , of which be was accufed by M. 
Callidius, whofe father had been impeached before 
by Galiius. Callidius was one of the moft eloquent 
and accurate fpeakers of his time , of an eafy, 
flowing, copious ftyle, always delighting, though 
feldom warming his audience; which was the only 
thing wanting to make him a Complete- Orator. ' 
Befides the public crime juft mentioned, he charged 
Galiius with a private one againft himfelf, a defiga 
to poifon him ; of which he pretended to have 
manifeft proofs, as well from ihe teftimony of wife* 
oefles, as of his own hand and letters: but he told 
his ftory with fo much temper and indolence, that 
Cicero, from his coldnefs in opening* a fadl fo in* 
tercfting, and where his life h^d been attempted, 
formed an argumen,t to prove that it could not be 
true, "How is it poflTible, "lays he**, Callidius, for 
** you to plead in fuch a manner, if you did not. 
*• know the thing to be forged ? How could you, 
" who ad with fuch force of eloquence in other 
** men's dangers , be fo indolent in your own ? 
" Where was that grief, that ardor, which was 
** to extort cries and lamentations from the moft 
*VAupid? Wefawno amotion of your mind, non^ 
** of your body ; nq fktikjmg your forehcsjid , or 
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*• your thigh; no (latAping with your foot; fo thit 
'* inftead of feeling ourfelvcs inflamed , we could 
^ hardly forbear llccping, while you were urging 
•• all that part of your charge "'. ** Cicero-*s 
fpeech is lo(l, but Gallius was acquitted; for we 
find him afterwards revenging himfelf in the feme 
kind on this very Callidius , by accufmg him of 
bribery in his fuit for the Confulfbip '**. 

J. Caefer was one of the afliftant judges this 
year to the Praetor, whofe province it was to fit 
upon theSicarii, that is, thofe who were accufed 
of killing, or carrying a dagger with intent to kill. 
This gave him an bpportunity of citing before him 
as crimrnals, and cotldemning by the law of aflaC- 
finate all thofe , who in Sylla's profcription had been 
known to kill, or receive itooney for killing a pro- 
fcribed Citizen ; which money Cato alfo, when he 
was Quxftor the year before, had made them refund 
to the treafury ***. Csefar's view was, to mortify the 
Senate and ingratiate himfelf with the people, by 
reviving the Marian caufc , which had always been 
popular , and of which he was naturally the head» 
on account of his near relation to old Marius : for 
which purpofe he had the hardinefs likewife t6 
replace in the Capitol the trophies and ftatues of 
Marius, which Sylla had ordered to be thrown 
down and broken to pieces ***. But while he was 
profecuting with fuch feverity the agents of Sylla's 
cruelty, he not only fpared, but favored Catiline, 
who was one of the mod cruel in fpilling the blood 
of theprofcril5cd;^havmg butchered with hisoWn 
bands, andin a m^noer the nooft brutal, C. Marius 
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Graddianus, a favorite of the people , nearly related 
both toMarius and Cicero; wbofe head he carried 
in triumph through the ftreets to make a prefent df 
it to Sylla "*. But Cselar's zeal provoked L. Paullus 
to bring Catiline alfo under the lafli of the fame 
law, and tcraccufehim in form, after his repulfe 
from the Confulfhip , of the murder of many Citi- 
zens in Sylla's profcription : of which though he 
was notorioufly guilty, yet contrary ta all expeda* 
tion, he was acquitted **^ ' 

Catiline was fufpeded alfo at the fame time of 
another heinous and capital crime , an inceftu* 
ous commerce with Fabia, one of the Veftal Vir- 
gins , and fitter to Cicero's wife. This was charged 
upon him fo loudly by common fame, and gavt 
fuch fcandal to the City, that Fabia was brought 
to a trial for it; but either through her inno- 
cence, or .the authority of her brother Cicero, 
fhe was readily .acquitted : which gave occafion 
to Cicero to tell him , ^among the other reproaches 
on his flagitious life , that there was no place fb fa- 
cred , whither his very vifits did not carry pollu** 
tion , and leave the imputation of guilt, where ther6 
was no real crime fubfifting ***• 

As the eledion of ConfuJs approached, Cipro's 
intereft appeared to be fuperior to that of all the 
candidates $ for the Nobles themfelves , though 
always envious and defirous to deprefk him , yet 
out of regard to the dangers which threatened the 
City from \ many quartets , and leemed ready to 
burft out into a flame, began to think him the 
#nly man qualified to preferve the Republic, and 
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break the cabals of the defperate, by the vigor 
apd prudence of his adminiftration : for in cafes of 
danger , as Sallufl; obferves , pride and envy natu« 

' rally fubfide, and yield the pofl; of honor to vir- 
tue **'• The method of chufing Confulstwas not 
by ah open vote, but by a kind of ballot, or 
little tickets of wood , diftributed to the Citizens 
with the names of the candidates feverally infcribed 
upon each , but in Cicero's cafe the people were not 
content with this fecret and filent way of teftifying 
their inclinations ; but before they came to any 
fcrutiny, loudly and univerlaUy proclaimed Cicero 
the firft Conful; fo that, as he himfelf declared ia 
his fpeech to them after his eledion^ he was not 
chofen by ^e votes of particular Citizens < but 
the common fuffrages of the City; nor declared 
by the voice of the crier, but of the whole Roman 
people **'• He was the only new man who had 
obtained this fovereign dignity, or, as he expreOes 
it , had forced the intrenchments of the Nobility for 
forty years paft, from the firft Confullbip of G. 
Marius, and the only one likcwife who had ever 

' obtained it in his proper year , or without a re* 
pulfe **^ Antonius Was chofen his Colleague by 
the majority of a few Centuries above his friend 
and partner Catiline; which was efifeded probably 
by Cicero^s management « who confidered him as 
the lefs dangerous and more tradable of the two. 

Cicero's Father died this year on the twenty^ 
fourth of November **" , in a good old age 9 with 
the comfort to have feen his fon advanced to 
the iupreme honor of the City ^ and wanted 

nothing 
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nothing to complete the happinefs of bis life, but 
the addition of one year more, to have made 
him a witnefs of the glory of his Confulfhip. 
It was in this year alfo mod probably , though 
fome Critics feem to difpute it , that Cicero gave 
bis daughter Ttillia it matriage ^t the age of thir- 
teen to C. Pifo Frugi, a young Nobleman of great 
hopes , and 6rte of the beft families in Rome *** : 
it is certain at lead, that his fon vras born in this 
fame year, as he cxprefsly tells us, in the Conful*^ 
fcip of L. Julius Carfarand C. Marcius Figulus*'*. 
So that vrith the htgheft honor >vhich the public 
could beftow, he received the higheft pleafure 
which private life ordinarily admits , by the birth 
of a (on and heir to his family. 



Vol. I r. 
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V^ICERO was now arrived through the ufual 
gradatioo of honors, at the higheft which the 
people cppld regularly give, or an, honeft Ci* 
^zen defire. Thp offices which he had already 
born , bad but a partia;! jurifdidion , cgnfined to 
particular branches of the Government; but the. 
Confuls held the reins^ and dire(^$d the whole 
machine with an authority as extenfive as the^ 
Eipptre itfclf '. The fubordinate Magi(lracie» 
therefore, being the fteps only to this fpvereiga 
dignity, were not valued fo much for their own 
Cake, as for bringing the candidates ftill nearer 
to the principal objed of their hopes , who through 
this courfe of their ambition were forced to 
pradife all the arts of popularity; to court the 
little as well as the great , to efpoufe the princi- 
ples and politics in vogue, and to apply their 
talents to conciliate friends, rather than to ferve 
the public *• But the Gonfullhip put an end to 
this fubjedion , and with the command of the 
ftate gave them the command of thcmfelves; 
fo that the only care left was , how to execute 
this high office with credit and dignity , and 
employ the power intruded to them for the 
benefit and fervice of their country. 

We are now therefore to look upon Cicero in a 
different light, in order to form a juO: idea of 
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his charaflcr: to confider him, not as an ambi- 
tipus Courtier, applying all his thoughts and 
pains to his own advanccmertt; but as a great 
Magiftrate andStatefman , adminiftering the affairs 
and direding the counfel^ of a mighty empire : 
And according to the accounts of all the ancient 
writers, Rome never flood in greater need of the 
flcill and vigilance of' an able ConfLil than in this 
very year. For befidcs the tr^iiterous cabals and 
confpiracies of thofe who were attempting to 
fubvcrt the whole Republic, the new Tribunes 
were alfo laboring to difturb the prefetit quiet of 
it: forae of them were pnblilhins laws to abolifb 
every thing that remained of Sylb's eftablifhment, 
and to reftore the fons of the profcribed to their 
cftates and honors ; others to reverfe the punifh- 
ment of P. Sylla and Autronius, cbnd'emned fo^ 
bribery , and replace theni in the Senate ' : fom^ 
were for expunging afl debts,' and others, for 
dividing the lands of the pubHc to the* pobr^f citi- 
zens *: fo that, as Cicero decfared bbth to the 
Senate and thd people, the Itepublic was deliverecf 
into his hands full of terrors and alarms j (liftradled 
by peflilent laws and feditious harangues ;' citdan- 
gered not by foreign wars, but in teftine evils ^ 
and the tratterous defigns of profligate Citizens ^ 
and that th^e was no niifchief incident to a State 
which the honeft had not caiife to apprehend, the 
wicked to ^xpedl '. ' V 

What gave the greatbf'fjplrit to the authors of 
thefe attempts, was AntOnitis's advarictnfrent to 
the Coftfulflhip: they knevr hitn to be of Hh(j 

Lz 
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fame principles , and embarked in the lamp deflgns 
with therafelves , which by his authority they now- 
hoped to carry into cffedi. Cicero was aware o£ 
this; andforefaw the mifchief of a Colleague equal 
to him in power, yet oppofite in views, andpre« 
pared to fruftrate all his endeavours for the public 
fervice :. fo that his firft car^, after their eledion ^ 
was t6 gaip the confidence of Antonius, and ta 
draw him from his old engagements to the inte* 
yefts of the Republic; being convinced that all 
the fuccefs o^ his adminiftration depended upoa 
it. He be^an therefore to tftnpt him by a kind 
of argument which feldom fails of its effedl with' 
men of his charader , the offer of power to his 
ambition, and of money to his, pleafures: with 
thefe baits he caught him; and a, bargain was 
prefently agreed upon .between them, that Anto- 
3iius flipuld have the choice of the beft Province 
l^hich was, to be affigned to them at the expira- 
tion' of their year *. . It was the cuftom for the 
Senate to appoint what particular Proviirces wera 
to be diftributed every year to the feveral Magif* 
trates, who ufed afterwajxls to caft lots for them 
amoQg themjfclves; the Praetors for the Prcetorian, 
ttc Cojifuls for the Confular Provinces., In this 
partition therefore, when Macedonia, one of the 
moft (Jefirabie governments of the Empire , both 
lor command land wealth, fell to Cicero's lot^ 
he exchanged it immediately with his Colleague 
for Cif;^lpine Gaul, whipb he refigned alfo foon 
^fter.in favor of Q, MetcUus ; being refolved, 
as he. declared in bis inauguration « fpeech , tQ 
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^idminiSer the Gonfulfhip in ftich a manner , as to 
put it out of any man's power either to tempt or 
terrify him from his duty : fmce he neither fought, 
nor would accept any province , honor, or benefit 
from it whatfoever; the only way, fays he, by 
which a man can difcharge it with gravity and free- 
dom ; fo as to chaftife thofe Tribunes who wifh ill 
to the Republic , or defpife thofe who wifli ill to 
himfelf ' : a noble declaration , and worthy to be 
tranfmitted to pofterity for an example to all ma« 
giftrates in a free State. By this addrefs he en- 
tirely drew Antonius into his meafures, and bad 
him ever after obfequious to bis will ' ; or , as he 
himfelf expreffes it , by his patience and complai- 
fancy he fofteoedand calmed him , eagerly defirous 
of a Province, and projeding many things againd 
the State *a The eftablifliment of this concord be- 
tween them was thought to be of fuch importance 
to the public quiet, that in bis firft fpeech to the 
people , he declared it to them from the Roftra , 
as an event the moft likely to curb the infolcnce 
of the fadious, and raife the fpirits of the honeft, 
and prevent the dangers with which the City was 
then threatened '*. 

There was another projed likewife which he 
had much at heart , and made one of the capita) 
points of his adminidration , to unite the Equef* 
trian order with the Seriate into one common party 
and intereft. This body of men, next to the Sena*> 
tors, confided of the richeft and moft fplendid 
families of Rome, who from the eafe and influence 
of their fortunes were naturally well affcded to 
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the profpcrity of the Republic; and befng alfo 
the conftant iarmers of all the revenues of the 
Empire , had a great part of the inferior people de-^ 
pendent upon them, Cicero imagined^ that the 
united weight of th^fe two orders would always 
be an over balance to any other power in > the 
State , and a fecure barrier againft any attempts 
of the popular and ambitious upon the common, 
liberty ". He was the only man in the City 
capable of eflfcding fuch a coalition, being now 
at the head of the Senate , yet the darling of the 
Knight^ ; who confidered him as the pride and 
ornament of their order, whilft, he, to ingratiate 
himfelf the more with them, affe<fled always in 
public to boaft of that extradion, and to call 
himfelf an Equeftrian; and made it bis^fpecial 
care to proted them in all their af&irs , and to 
advance their credit and intered : fo that , as fome 
writers tell us , it was th€ authority of his Con* 
fulflhip jthat iird diftinguiflhed and eftabKlhed them 
into al third order of the State ". The policy 
was certainly very good , and the Republic reap- 
ed great benefit from it in this very year, through 
which he had the whole body of Knights at hiis 
devotion, who, with Atticus at their head, con- 
ilantly attended' his orders , and ferved as a guard 
to his perfon '\* and if the fame maxim had been 
purfued by aU fuccceding Confuls , it might pro- 
bably have preferved , or would certainly at leaft 
have prolonged , the liberty of the Republic. 

Having laid this foundation for the laudable 
difcbarge of bis GonfuUbip » he took poiOfeflion 
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6f it , as ufual , on the firft of January. A little 
before his inauguration , P. Servilius RuHus , oiie 
of the new Tribunes, who entered ^always int6 
their office on the tenth of December, had been 
alarming the Senate with the Promulgation of ad 
Agrarian law. Thefe laws ufcd to be greedily 
received by the populace , and were propofed 
therefore by fadious Magiftrates , as oft as they 
had any point to carry with the multitude againft 
the public good : but this law was of all others 
the moft extravagant, and, by a (how of granting 
inore to the People than bad ever been given 
before , feemed likely to be accepted. Tht 
purpofe of it was, to create a Decern virate, 6t 
ten commillioners , with abfolute power for five 
years over all the revenues of the Reppblio; to 
diftribute theiti at pleafure to the Citizens, to feH 
and buy what lands they thought fit; to determine 
the rights of .the prefent pofleflbrs; to require an 
account from all the Generals abroad , excepting 
Pompey, of the fpoils taken in their wars; to 
fettle colonies whercfoever they judged proper f 
and particularly at Capua; and in fhort, to cont« 
mand all the money and forces of the empire. 

The publication of a law, conferring po^wers fo 
exceffivc, gave a juft alarm to all who wiihed well 
to the public tranquillity: fo that Cicero's firft 
bufiniefs was to quiet the apprehenfions of the 
City, and to e^ert all his art and authority t6 
baffle the intrigues of the Tribune. As footi 
therefore as he was invefted with his new digmt% 
he raifed die fpirits of the Senate, by afltiriilg 

L4 
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tbem of bis refoludon to oppofe* the law^ and 
all it's abettors, to the utmoft of his power; nor 
fuffer the State to be hurt , or it^s liberties to be 
impaired, while the adminiftration continued in 
his hands. From the Senate he purfued the Tribune 
into his own dominion, the Forum; where in 
an artful and elegant ijpeech from the Roftra, he 
gave fuch a turp to the inclination of the people, 
that they rejeded this Agrarian law with asr 
much eagernefs , as they had ever before reqeived 

14 

one • 

He began, ^* by acknowledging the extraor* 
^^ dinary obligations which he had received from 
^^ them , in preference and oppofition to the 
^ Nobility; declaring himfelf the creature of their 
^ power« and of all men the moft engaged to 
^* promote their intends; that they were to look 
^^ upon him as the truly popular magiftrate; nay, 
^ that he had declared even in the Senate, that 
*' he would be the people's Conful '*. " He then 
fell into a commendation of the Gracchi , whofc 
name was extremely dear to them, profeffing^ 
^ that he could not be againft all Agrarian laws , 
^^ when he recoUeded , that thofe two moft 
** excellent men, who had the greateft love for 
^^ the Roman people , had divided the public 
^* lands to the Citizens ; that he was not one of 
•^ thofe Confuls, who thought it a crime to praife 
^* the Gracchi , on whofe counfels, wildom, laws, 
^ many parts of the prefent government were 
** founded", that bis quarrel was to this particu- 
^^ lar law> which, inftead of b^ing popular^ or 
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^* adapted to the true interefts of the City, was in 
" reality the. eftablifliment of a Tyranny, and a 
^' creation of ten Kings to domineer over t^eni. " 
This be difplays at large , from the natural eflfeft 
of that power which was granted by it"; and 
proceeds to infinuate, that it was covertly levelled 
againft their fevorite Pompey , and particularly 
contrived to retrench and infult his authority ; 
^ Forgive me, Citizens, *^fays he," for my calling 
^, fo; often upon fo. great a name; you yourfelvesr 
*^ impofed the taflc upon me, when I was Prxtor, 
^' to join with you in defending his dignity as far 
^ as I was able : I have hitherto done all that I 
* could do ; not moved to it by my private 
" friendfliip for th^ man, nor by any hopes of 
** honor, and of this fupreme magiftracy, which 
^* I obtained from you , though with his approba- 
" tion, yet without his help. Since then J perceive 
^ this law to be defigned as a kind of engine to 
*^ overturn his power , I will r^fift the attempts 
" of thefe men ; and as I inyfelf clearly fee what 
•^ they are aiming at , fo I will take care that you 
^^ alfo fliall fee , and be convinced of it too ". " 
He then ihows, " how the law, though it excepted 
" Pompey from being accountable to the Decem- 
^ virate , yet excluded him from being one of 
^^ the number, by limiting the choice to thofe 
" who were prefent at Rome ; that it fubjeded 
^ likewife to their jurifdidion the countries juft 
^ conquered by him, which had always been left 
« to the management of the General '* : Upon 
*^ which he draws a ptes^fant pidure pf thcTribyn« 
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Rullus, vrith all his train of Officers, Guards, 

Lidors , and Apparators ** , fwaggering in 
^* IVIithridates's kingdom, and ordering Pompey 
-^ to attend him by a mandatory letter, in the 
*' following drain: 

*• P. Servilius Rullus, Tribune of the people, 
** Decemvir, to Cnaeus Pompey the fon of Cnseus, 
^* greeting. 

•* He will not add, "fays he," the title of Great, 
*^ when he has been laboring to take it from hini 
« bylaw*'." 

" I require you not to fail to come prcfently to 
^ Sinope, and bring m6 a fufficient guard with 
" you, while I fell thofe lands by my law, which 
** you have gained by your valor. " 

He obferves, " that the reafon of excepting 
** Pompey was not from any refpcd; to him ^ but 
** for fear that he would not fubmit to the 
** indignity of being accountable t6 their will: 
*' but Pompey," fays he, " is a man of that temper, 
^^ that he thinks it his duty to bear whatever you 
" pleafe to impofe ; but if there be any thing 
^^ which you cannot bear yourfelves^ he will take 
" care that you (hall not bear it long againft your 
** wills **. " He proceeds to enlarge upon " the 
** dangers , which this law threatened to their 
^ liberties: that inftead of any good intended by 
** it to the body of the Citizens, it's purpofe was 
^* to eredl a power for the oppreflion of them; 
^' and on pretence of planting colonies in Italy 
" and the Provinces , to fettle their own creatures 
^ and dependents, like fo many garrifons, in all 
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* the convenient polls of the Empire, to be read/ 
** on all occafions to fupport tbeir tyranny : that 
?' Capua was. to be their head. quarters , their 
^* favorite colony; of all Cities the proudeft, as 
" well as the moft hoftile and dangerou?; ; in 
•* which the wifdom of their anceftors would not 
^ fu£fer tht fhadow of any powei" or magiftracy 
** to remain; yet now it was to be chcriflied and 
^ advanced to another Rome ** i that by this law 
** the lands of Campania were to be fold or given 
^ away; the moft fruitful of all Italy, the fureft 
^ revenue of the Republic , and their conftant 
^ refource when all other rents failed them; which 
^ neither the Gracchi^ who of aU men ftudied the 
^ people's benefit the moft , nor Sylla , who gave 
•* every thing away without fcruple, durft venture 
^ to meddle witb **. " In the conclufton he takes 
notice of " the great favor and approbation with 
^ which they had heard him, as a fure omen of 
<* their common peace and profperity ; and ac- 
^ quaints them with the concord that he had 
** eftabliflbed with his Colleague, as a. piece of 
^ news of all others the moft agreeable; and 
^ promifes all fecurity to the Republic, if they 
^ would but fhow the fame good difpofition on 
*' future occafioris, which they had fignificd on 
^ that day; and that he wotild make thofe very 
^* men, who had been the moft envious and averfc 
^ to his advancement, confefs, that the people had 
^^ feert farther, and judged better than they, in^ 
^* chufing him for their Conful. '* 
In the courfe of this conteft he often called upoa 
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tfi^ Tribunes to come into the Roftta, ^d debate 
the matter with him before the people *' ; but thejr 
thought it more prudent to de(:line the challenge, 
and to attack him rather by fiditious (lories and 
calumnies, fedulou(ly inculcated into the multi* 
tude; that his oppofition to the law flowed from 
nq good will to them, but an affedion to Sytla^s 
party, and to fecure to them the lands which they 
pQlTelTed by his grant; that \ie was making his 
court by it to the fcven Tyrants, as they called 
feven of the principal Senators , who were known 
to be the greatefl; favorers of Syllas caufe, and 
the greateft gainers by it; the two LucuUus, 
Craffus, Catulus, HortenAus, Metellus, Fhilippus. 
Thefe infinuations made fo great an impreffion 
on the City, th<^t he found it neceflary to defend 
(limfelf againft them in a fecond fpeech to the 
people *' , in which he declared , " that he looked 
^^ upon that law whiqh ratified all Sylla's ads , to 
*^ be of all laws the moft wicked and the moft 
^' unlike to a true law , as it eftabii(hed a tyranny 
^^ in the City ; yet that it had fome excufe from 
^' the times, and in their prcfent circumftances, 
** feemed proper to be fupported; efpecialiy by 
" him, who for this year of his Confulfbip profeffed 
" himfelf the patron of peace*'; but that it was 
^^ the height of impudence ip RuUus , to charge 
" him with obftruding theiir interefts for the fake 
^* of Sylla's grants , when the very law which that 
" Tribune was then urging, adually' eftabJilbed 
^ and perpetuated thofe grants; and (bowed itfetf 
^^ to* be drayrn by a (b^i-ii^law of V^lgius, who 
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^ pofleOed more lands than any other man by 
" that invidious tenure, which were all by this 
^^ law to be .partly confirmed^ and partly purchafed 
** of him *•. " This he dcmonftrates from the 
exprefs words of the law, *^ which he had ftudi- 
•* oufly omitted, "he lays," to take notice of before, 
*V that he might not revive 6ld quarrels, or move 
^ any argument of new difTenfion in a feafon fo 
^' improper**: that RuUus therefore, who accufed 
^< him of defending Sylla's ads , was of all others 
^^ the mod impudent defender of them : for none 
^ had ever affirmed them to be good and legal, 
^ but to have fome plea only from pofleflion 
^ and the public quiet; but by this law the eftate^ 
^ that had been granted by them were to be fixed 
^ upon a better foundation and title than any 
^ other eftates v^hatfoever. " He concludes " by 
^ renewing his challenge to the Tribunes to come 
^^ and difpute with hjm to his face. " But after 
fevcral fruitlefs attempts, finding themfel yes wholly 
unable to contend with him, they were forced at 
lad to fubmit, and to let the affair drop, to the 
great joy of the Senate. 

This alarm being over, another accident broke 
out, which might have endangered the peace, of 
the City, if the effects of it had not been prevented 
by the authority of Gicero. Otho's law, mentioned 
above , for the affignment of feparate feats to the 
Equeftrian^order, had highly offended the people^ 
who could not digeft the indignity of being thruft 
fo few back from their diverfioris; and whiie the 
grudge was ftill freih, Otho happening to come 
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into the theatre , was receiveH by the populace 
ivith an univerfal biis, but by the Knights MritK 
loud applauiie and dapping : both fides redoubled 
their clamor vrith great fiercenefs , and JFroni 
reproaches were proCfceding to bk>ws ; till Cicer<y, 
informed of the tumult , came immedtately to 
the Theatre , and calling the people out into the 
Tenple of Bellona fo tamed and fiung them by 
the power of bis words, and made them fo. afhamed 
of their folly and perverfcncfe, that on their return 
to the Theatre they changed tb^ir hiffes into 
applaufes, and vied with the Knights tbeinfelvei 
in demonftrations of their refped to Otho **. The 
fpeecb was foon after publiflied j though from the 
nature of the thing it mud have been ^ade upon 
the fpot, and flowed extempore from the occafion : 
und as it was much read and admired for feveral 
Hges after , as a memorable inftance of Cicero's 
command over men's paflions , fo fome have 
imagined it to be alluded to in that beautiful 
^flage of Virgil '*. 

jic vehtti magno in fopulo cumfrnft comrta eft 
Seditio^ favitqnt ononis Jgnobi/e vtdgupi 
Jamque faces ^ faxa volant^ furor or ma minifirafil 
• Turn fittalt gravem fef meritis Ji foru virum quem 
- Afpexire ^ JiUnt ^ arrfSifqite aurdbui adftant $ 
lUe ngit diSif animus ^ & peSora mutat. 

Virg. £n. i. i$i. 

As when fedition fires th* ignoble crowd, 
And^be wiJd rabble ftpripj ^d thirfts for blood: 
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Of ((ones and brands a mingled tempeft flies ^ 
With all the fudden arms that rage fupplies : 
If fomc grave fire appears amidft the ftrife, 
' Iti morals ftri<^ and innocence of life , 

Alt (land attentive, while the fage controuls 
Their wrath, and calms theiempeft of their fouIs« 

Mn Pitt. 

* One topic, which Cicero touched in this (pcecby 
and the only one of which we have any hint 
from antiquity, was to repnoach the rioters fot 
thenr want of tafte and good fenfe, in making fuch 
a difturbance while Rofcius was adling **. 

*« There happened about the (ame tkne 1 third 
inftance, not lefs remarkable, of Cicero's great 
power of perfuafion t Sylla had by an exprefs law 
excluded the children of the profcribed from the 
Senate and all public honors; which was certainly 
an ad of great violence, ^nd the decree rathel^ 
of a Tyrant , than the law of a free State " : fo 
that the peifons hijured by it, who were many^ 
and of great families, were now making all their 
efforts to get it reverlcd. Their petition was 
highly equitable, but from the condition of the 
times , as highly unfeafonable ; {or io the prefent 
diforders of the City , > the reftoration of an 
oppre(fed party mu(l needs have added (Irengtb 
to the old fadions ; fence the firft uie , that they 
would naturally make of the recovery of their 
power, would Jbe to revenge themfelves on their 
oppre(rors. It was Cicero's bufinefs therefore to 
prevent that inconvenience , and, as far as it was 
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po/lible, with the confent of the flifferers theffifel- 
ves: on which occafioo this great comoiander of 
the human affedions, as Quimilian calls him» 
found means to perfuade thofe unfortunate men , 
that to bear their injuty was their benefit ; and 
that the government itfelf couM i)ot. fland*. if 
Sylla's laws were then repealed , on which the 
quiet and order of the Republic were eftablifhed ; 
^Aing herein the part of a wife ftatefioan^ i^o 
will oft be forced to tolerate , and even maintain^ 
what he canilot approve , foc/the iake of , the^ 
common good; agr<eeably to what he Jayis down 
in his book of Offices ^ that naariy things which 
^e naturally right and juft^ . are yet by ceH^n 
CLro^milances and conjundures df . times made 
diflioneft and unjufl; '\ As to the inftance before 
ps, he declared in a fpeech made feVeral yt9x% 
after, that he had excluded frond honojts a number: 
of brave and honeft young men^, whom fortune 
had thrown into fo unhappy a fituatioui that i£ 
they had obtained power, they wotild probably 
have employed it to the ruin of the ftate". The, 
three cafes juft mentioned make Fliny break out 
into a kind of rapttirous admii'ation of the man, 
who could perfuade the people to give up the^i:^ 
bread, their pleafure and their injuries, to th^ 
charms of his eloquence '*i y 

The next tranfadioh of ihoment in which he 
was engaged was the defence of C. {labirius, a» 
aged Senator, accufed by T4 Labienus, one of 
the Tribunes , of treafon or rebellion , for having* 
killed L. Saturnious p a Tribune abopt forty year^ 

before, 
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before ^ who bad raifed a dangerous fedition ia 
the City. The* fad, if it had been true, was not 
only legal, but laudable, being done in obedience^ 
to a decree of the Senate, by which all the 
Citizens were required to take arms in aid of the 
Confuls C. Mafiusand L. Flaccus. 

But the punilbment of Rabirius^ was not the 
thing aimed at, nor the. life of an old msjn ,>yo^th 
the pains of difturbing the peace of the City: the 
defigu was to attack that prerogative of the 
Senate, by which in the cafe of a fudden tuipult 
they could arm the City at once, by requiring 
the Confuls to take care , that the Republic 
received no detriment : which vote was fuppoied 
to give a fandion to every thing that wa5.donp 
in confcquencc of it j fo that feveral traiterous 
magiftrates had been cut off by it , without the 
formalities of a trial, in the a<fl of ftirriag up, 
fedition. This pradlicei though in ufe from the 
earlieft times, had always been complained of by 
the Tribunes, as an infringement of the conftit,ution, 
by giving to the Senate an arbitrary power over 
the lives of Citizens, which could not legally. be 
taken away without a hearing and judgment oC 
the whole people. But the chjef grudge to it was, 
from it's being a perpetual check to the defigns 
of the ambitious and popular, who afpired to any 
power not allowed by the laws: it was not difficult 
for them^ to delude the multitude ; but the Senate 
was not to eafily managed ,.. who by .that finglq 
vote of committing the Republic to the Confuls, 
could fruftrate at once all the effodts oi their 
Vol. I. M 
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popiitarity , when carried to a point whicB wail 
dangevbus to the State: for fmce in virtue^ of it, 
the Tribunes thcn>fervcs, whofc perfons were held 
fecred, might be taken ofiF without fentenee or 
trial, when engaged in any traitcrous pradices, 
all attempts of that kind muft neceflfarily be 
hazardous and defperate. 

This " point therefore was to be tried on the 
perfon of.Rabirrds, in whofe ruin the fa<^ious of all 
ranks were intepeft«d. J. Cxfer ftiborned Labienus 
to profecute him' ; and procured himfelf to be 
appointed one of tht Duumviri, or the two Judges 
aHptted by the Prsetor to fit upon trials of treafon *'. 
Hortenfius pleaded his caufe, and proved by many 
witneffcs, that the whole accufation was falfe, and 
.that Saturninus was adually killed by the hand 
of a flave , who for that fervice obtained his 
feeedom from the public'*. Cwfar, however, eagerly 
coridemned the old man, whg appealed from hi* 
Sentence to the people ; where nothing, fays Sueto- 
nius, did him fo much fervice, as the partial and 
forward feverity of his judge '*. 

The Tribunes in the mean while employed all 
their power to cfeftroy him; and Labieniis would 
not fuifcr Cicero to exceed half an hour in his 
defence**; and to raife the greater indignatiott 
againft the criminal^ expofed the piAure of Satur« 
rfnus in the Roftra , as of one who fell a martyr 
to the liberties of the people. Cicero opened the 
defence with great gravity , declaring , ^ that in 
*' the memory of man there had not been a caufe 
^ of fuch importance j ekhcr undertaken by a 
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^ Tribune, 6r defended by ^ Cobfui: ttia't riothing 
^ fefs was fUeanC by it , than that for the futute , 
^ there fhairfd be no Senate oi*^ public' Cduncif in 
^ the City; na confent iiid cohcirVrence of the 
^^ honeft againft the rage and raihn^fs of the 
^ wicked; ito refource or refuge in tht extreme 
^ dangers of th6 Republic**. — He imp! of es the' 
^ favor of all the Gods, by whofe ptoSndeacc 
^^ their City was more {ignafly* go'^ern^cf idh^n 1^^ 
^ atiy wifdom of man to make that day propitious 
^ to the fecorfty of the ftate , and fo the Ijfe and 
^ fortun-es of an innocent man. " — And having 
poffeffed the minds of his audience with, the 
^ndity of t'hfe caufe, fre proceeds bbfcfly to vHfhy' 
tiiat be had been at ** liberty to confefe , what 
^ Hortenfiiis iiidbed had proved to bfe falfe, that 
.^ Siaturninus , the enemy of thfe Roman people ,' 
^* >;^as killed by the h^nd of RabiriuiSr** — that 
^ he fliould have proclaimed and bragged of it, 
^ as ah aA that merited rewafds, inffiead of punifti- 
^* ment/' — Here he Wais ihterruptedby the clanior 
6f the oppnfite fadion; but life obferves it to be' 
^ the feint effort of a fmall pan of the^ affembly ;* 
^ and that the body of the people, who were 

* filent, would* lievei* Have made hini Conful, i^ 
^ they had thought him capable of being difturbed 

* by fo feeble ah infult; which he advifed them 
^ to" drop-, fince it bfetrayed only th'eii' folly ahd^ 
^ inferiority of tHtir nUhibej's; " — Thfe aflcmbly 
being 'qiiieted, he goiis oil to declare, "that 
*^ though Rabirius did not kill Satui-nihiiS, yet he 
** took arms w^ith intent to kill him , togfether! 
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^ with the Confuls aod all the bed of the City. 

^ Xq which his honor « virtue ^ and duty called 

*^ hint. '* — He puts Labienus in mind, '* that he 

** was too young to be acquainted with the 

** merits of that caufe ; that he was not bora 

^^ when ^Saturninus was killed, and could not be 

^ apprized how odious and detellable his name 

** was to ^1 people : that fome had been baniihed 

^y for complaining only of his death ; others for 

** having a pidure of him in their houfes *' : that 

•' he wondered therefore where Labienus had pro* , 

**. cured that pidure, which none durft venture to 

^ k/eep even at home; and much more, that he 

*< had the hardinefs to produce, before an affembly 

*^ of the people, what had been the ruin of other 

•* men's fortunes — that to charge Rabirius with 

^* this crime . was to condemn the grcatcft and 

^ worth icft Citizens, whom Rome had ever bred; 

^* and though they were all dead , yet the injury 

*V was the &me, to rob them of the honor due to 

", their names aud memories. — Would C. Marius," 

£ays he, ^have lived in perpetual toils and dangers, 

^ if he had conceived no hopes concerning himfelf 

^ and his glory beyond the limits of this life ? 

•' When he defeated tbofe innumerable enemies in 

" Italy, and faved the Republic, did he imagine 

" that every thing which related to him would 

•* die with him? No; it is not fo. Citizens; there 

^.^ is not one of us who exerts himfelf with praife 

" and virtue in the dangers of the Republic, but 

** is induced to it by the expedation of a futurity, 

'^ As the minds of men therefore feem to be 
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* dtvine and immortal for many o^her reasons, to 
^ efpecially for this, that in all the beft and the 
** wifeft there is fo ftrong a fenfe of fomcthing 
" hereafter, that they feem to reliih nothing but 
•* what is eternal. I appeal then to the fouls of 
^* C. Marius , and of all thofe wife and worthy 
^* Citizens , who, from this life of men , arc 
** tranflated to the honors and fandity of the 
** Gods; I call them, I fay, to witnefs , that I 
•* think myfelf bound to fight for their fame, 
•* glory, and memory, with as much zeal, as 
•* for the altars and temples of my country; and 
^* if it were neccffary to take arms in defence of 
^*' their praife^ I fbould take them as ftrenuoufly, 
** y they then^felves did for the defence of our 
** common fafety, Scd **. ** 

After this fpeech the people were to pafs 
judgment on Rabirius by the fuffrages of all the 
centuries : but there being reafon to apprehend 
fome violence and foul play from the intrigues 
of the Tribunes, Metellus, the Augur and Praetor 
of that year , contrived to diffolve the affembly 
by a ftratagem before they came to a vote *': and 
the greater affairs that prefently enfued , and 
engaged the attention of the City, prevented' the 
farther profecution and revival of the caufe. 

But C^efar was more fuccefsful in another cafe, 
in which he was more interefted , his fuit for the 
High Priefthood , a poft of the firft dignity in the 
Republic ; vacant by the death of Metellus Pius. 
Labienus opened his way to it by the publication 
of a new law, for transferring the right of eleding 

Ma 
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from th^ college of prjefts to the people, agreeably 
to the tenor of a former la\y, which had been 
repealed by Sylla. Caefar's ftrcftgth lay in the favor 
of the populace, which by immenfe bribes and 
the profufion of his whole fubftance he had gained 
on this occafibn fo effedually, that he carried this 
Jbigh office, before he had yet been Prsetor, againft 
two Confular competitors of the firft authority in 
Kome, Q. Catulus and P. Servilius Ifauricus; the 
one of whom had been Cenfor, and then bore 
the title of Prince of the Senate; and the other 
teen honored with a Triumph; yet he procured 
inore votes againft them even in their own tribes,^ 
than they both h^4 out of the whole number *of 
the Citizens **. ^ 

Catiline was now renewing his efforts for the 
Confulfhip with greater vigor than ever, an4 
by fuch open methods of bribery, that Cicero 
publiflied a pew lavir againft it, with the additional 
penalty of a ten years exile , prohibiting likewife 
^11 (hows of Gladiators within two years from the 
time of fuing for any ipagiflracy, unlets they were 
ordered by the will of a perfon deceafed, and 
on a certain day tfierein fpecified*'. Catiline, who 
Jcnew the tat^ to be levelled at himfelf , formed 
a defign to kill Cicero, with fome other chiefs of 
the Senate*', on the day of ejedioti, >yhich was 
appointed for the twentieth of Odober^ but Cicero 
gave information of it to the Senate the day before, 
ppop which the eledion was deferred, that they 
fnight have time to deliberate on an affair of fp 
gteat iippprtance; and the day following, in 2^ 
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full houfe, he called upon Catiline to clear himfelf 
of this charge; where without denying or excufing 
it, he bluntly told them, that there were two 
bodies in the Republic, n^eaning the Senate and 
the People , the one of them inBrm with a weak 
head, the other firm without a head; which laft 
had fo well deferved of him , that it (hould never 
want a head while he lived. He had made a 
declaration of the fame kind and in the fame place 
a few days before, when upon Cato'f threatening 
him with an impeachment , he fiercely replied , 
that if any flame Qiould be excited in his fortunes, 
he would extinguiih it, not with water, but a 
general ruin **. 

Thefe declarations ftartled the Senate , and 
convinced them that nothing but a defperate 

' confpiracy, ripe for execution, could infpire fo 
daring an aflurance: fo that they proceeded imme? 
diately to that decree, which was the ufual refuge 
in all cafes of imminent danger, of ordering the 
Confuls to take care that the Republic received 
no harm '*. Upon this Cicero doubled his guard^^ 
and called fome troops into the city ; and when 
the eledion of Confuls came on, that he might 
imprint a fenfe of his own and of the public danger 
the more ftrongly, he took care to throw back 
his gown in the view of the people, and difcovered 
a (hining bread-plate, which be wore under it ** : 
by which precaution, as he told Catiline afterwards 

^ to his face, he prevented his defign of killing both 
bim and the competitors fqr the Confulfbip ^ oi 
• M 4 
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whom D. Junius Silanus and L. Liclnius Murena 
verc declared Confuls elcd'*. 

Catiline thus a fecond time repulfed, and breathe 
ing nothing but revenge, was now eager and im- 
patient to execute his grand plot ; he had no 
other game left ; his fchemes were not only fuf- 
peAed, but adually difcovcred by the (agacity of 
the Conful , and himfelf fhunned and detefted by 
all honed men ; fo that he refolved without farther 
delay to put all to the hazard , of ruining either 
his country or himfelf. He was fingularly formed 
both by art and nature for the head of a defpe* 
rate confpiracy ; of an illuftrious family , ruined 
fortunes , profligate mind , undaunted courage , 
unwearied induftry; of a capacity equal to the 
hardieft attempt, with a tongue that could explain 
and a hand that could execute it". Cicero gives 
us his juft charader in many parts of his works # 
but in none a more lively pidure of him than in 
^e following paffage '*• 

•* He had in him, *' fays he, "many, though not 
•* exprefe images, yet flcctches of the greateft vir- 
^V tues; was acquainted with a great number of 
•* wicked men, yet a pretended admirer of the 
•* virtuous. His houfe was furniflied with a vari-, 
•* ety of temptations to luft and lewdnefs, yet 
^ with feveral incitements alfo to induftry and la. 
•* bor : it waf a fcene of vicious pleafures , yet a 
** fchool of martial exercifes. There never was 
^* fuch a monfter on earth compounded of paffionsi 
** fo contrary and oppofite. Wljo was ever more 
^* agreeable at one time to the beft citizens? 
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•* who more intimate at another with the worft ? 
*^ who a man of better principles? who a fouler 
" enemy to the city? who more intemperate in 
^* pleafure? who more patient in I^bor ? who more 
^ rapacious in plundering ? who more profufe in 
**.fquandering? he had a wonderful feculty of 
** engaging men to his friendfliip, and obliging 
*^ them by his obfervance; (baring with them in conw 
•* mon whatever he was mafter of; fcrving them 
^* with his money, his intereft, his pains, and, 
'^ when there was occafion, by the moft daring 
** ads of villany; moulding his nature to his pur« 
**"pofes, and bending it every way to his will. 
*' With the morofe, he could live feverely; with 
•* the free, gaily; with the old, gravely; with the 
** young, chearfuUy; with the enterprifing, auda« 
•* cioufly; with the vicious, luxurioufly. By a 
^ temper fo various and pliable, he gathered about 
** him the profligate and the ralh from all coun« 
^' tries, yet held attached to him at the fame 
^^ time many brave and worthy men, by the 
** fpecious fhow of a pretended virtue.** 

With thefe talents, if h^ had obuined the Con* 
fullbip, and with it the command of the armies 
and provinces of the Empire, he would probably, 
like another Cinna, have made himfelf the tyrant 
of hb country : but defpair and impatience, un« 
der his repeated diiappointments , hurried him on 
to the mad refolution, of extorting by force what 
he could not procure by addreis. His fcheme hovF- 
ever was not without a foundation of probability, 
lind there yftvt feveral reafoi^<lor diinking the 
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prefent time the moft feafonable for the execution 

of it. Italy was drained in a manner of regular 

troops; Fompey at a great diftancc; with the beft 

army of the Empire ;» and his old friend Antonius, 

on whofe afliftance he dill depended *', was to 

have the command of all the forces that remained. 

But his greateft hopes lay in Sylla's veteran fol* 

diers,, whofe caufe he had always efpoufed, and 

among whom he had been bred; who, to the 

number of about a hundred thoufand » were fettled 

in the feveral diflrids and colonies of Italy, in the 

pofTeflion of lands affigned to them by Sylla ^ 

which the generality had wafted by their vices 

and luxury, and wanted another civil war to re. 

pair their (battered fortunes. Among thefe he em* 

ployed his agents and officers in all parts, to de<- 

bauch them to his fervice; and in £truria, had 

actually enrolled a confiderable body, and formed 

them into a little army under the command of 

Manlius , a bold and experienced Centurion , who 

waited only for his orders to t^ke the field '*. 

We mud add to this what all writers mention a 

die univerfal difaffedlion and difcontent , which 

pofleffed all ranks of the city, but efpecially the 

meaner fort, who from the uneafinefe of thiir cir- 

cumdances, and the prefTure of their debts, wilhed 

for a change of government; fo that if Catiline 

had gained any little advantage at fetting out, or 

come off but equal in the fird battle , there was 

reafon to exped a general declaration in his favor ". 

He called 01 council therefore of all the confpira- 

tors, to fettle the plan of their work, and divide 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



M. T. CICERO, %r% 

llie parts of it among themfelves , and fix a proper 
day for tbe execution. There >arer!e about thirty-five*, 
>¥faofe names are tranfmitted to us as principles iot 
the plot , partly of the Senatorian , partly of the 
Equeftrian order, with many others from the cor 
Jonies and municipal towns of Italy, men of fami- 
lies and interefl in their feveral countries. The 
Senators were P. Cornelius Lentq)us, C, Cethegus, 
F. Autronius, L. Caflius Longinus, P. Sylla, Serv, 
Sylla, L. Vargunteius, Q.. Curius, Q. Annius, M. 
Fortius Lecca, L. Beftia". 

Lcntulus was defcehded froip a Patrician branch 
of the Cornelian family , one of the moft; numer* 
pus, as well as the moft fplendid in Rome. His 
grandfather had born the title of Prince of the Se- 
nate , and was the mod adlive in the purfuit and 
deftruAion of C Gracchus, in which he received 
a dangerous wound**. The graqdfon , by the 
favor of his noble birth, had been advanced to 
the Confulfliip about eight years before,^ but was 
turned out of the fenate foon after by the C(?nfor^, 
for the notorious infamy of his life, till by obtain- 
jng the Prxtorfliip a fecond time, which he now 
^dually enjoyed, he recovered his former place 
and rank in that fupreme coui^cil'*. His parts 
were but moderate, or rather flow; yet the come- 
linefs of his perfon, the gracefplnefs and propriety 
of his adion , the ftrcngth and fweetnefs of his 
voice, procured him fome reputation as a fpeaker*". 
He was lazy, luxurious, and profligately wicked ; 
yet fo vain and ambitious , as to exped . from the 
overthrow of the government, to be the ^irfl onm 
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in the republic ; in vrhich fancy he vras ftrongly 
flattered by fonie crafty foothfayers, who aflfured 
him from the Sibylline book$, that there were 
three Cornelius deftined to the dominion of Rome; 
that Cinna and Sylla had already poflefTed it, and 
the prophecy wanted to be completed in him ^\ 
With tbefe views he entered freely into the con- 
fpiracy, trufting to Catiline's vigor for the execu- . 
tion , and hoping to reap the chief fruit from it's 
fuccefr. 

Cethegus was of an extradion equally noble , 
but of a temper fierce , impetuous , and daring^ 
to a degree even of fury. He had been warmly 
engaged in the caufe of Marius, with whom he 
was driven out of Rome; but when Sy]la*s af- 
fairs became profperous , he prefently changed 
fides, and throwing himfelf at Sylla's feet, and 
promifing great ferviccs, was reftored to the 
City '*. After Sylla's death, by intrigues and 
faAioo 1» ;acquired fo great an influence , that 
while f ompey was abroad , he governed all things 
at home; procured for Antonius , the command 
over the eoafts of the Mediterranean, and for 
Lucullus 9 the management of the Mithridatic 
war ^*. In the height of this power , he made 
an excurfion into Spain, to raife contributions 
in that province , where meeting with fome op* 
pofition to his violences , he had the hardinefs to 
infult, and even wound the Froconful Q- IMeteU 
lus Fius *\ But the infolence of his conduct 
and the infamy of his life gradually diminilhed^ 
aad at laft deftroyed his credit; when finding 
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himfelf controlled by the Magiftrates , and the 
particular vigilance of Cicero » he entered eagerly 
into Catiline's plot, and was intruded with the 
mod bloody and defperate part of it, the talk 6£ 
maOacring their enemies within the city. The 
reft of the confpirators were not lefs illufiriou» 
^ for their birth **. The two Syllas were ne* 
phews to the Didator of that name; Autronius 
had obtained the Confulihip, but was deprived 
for bribery ; and Caifius was a competitor for it 
with Cicero himfelf. In fhort, they were all of 
the fame ftamp and charader; men whom difap* 
pointments, ruined fortunes, and flagitious lives ^ 
had preparecr for any defign againft the State; 
^d all whofe hopes of eafe and advancement 
depended on a change of affairs, and the bxh* 
verfion of the Republic. 

At this meeting it was refolved , that a general 
infurredion (hould be raifed through luly ^ 
the diflferent parts of which were afligned to 
different leaders; that Catiline fbould put himfelf 
at the head of the troops in Etruria ; (hat^ome 
fhould bf fired in many places at once, aod a 
maffacre begun at the &me time of the whole 
Senate, and all their enemies; of whom none 
"Were to be fpared except the fons of Fompeyi 
who were to be kept as Hoftages of their peace 
and reconciliation with the father ; that in the 
confternation of the fire and mafiacre, Catiline 
fiiould be ready with his Tufcan army , to take 
the benefit of the public confufion, and make 
himfelf mafter of the City; vrhere Lentulus ia 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tu t He L I F E OP 

flfi'c mean ^hifc , a:s fifft in dignity , Was to pf cfidfe 
iti their general councils ; Caffius to manage the 
arfiair of firing it , Cethegus to difedl thfe rtaf- 
facrc *'. But the vigilance of Cicero being the 
chief obftacic to all their hopts, Catiline <fn% 
iftty defirous to fee him taken off before fre lefif 
Rome ; upon which two Knights of the company 
itindertook to kilt him the next ilaoi'ning iti hisr 
Bed , in an early vifit on pretence of bufmefs ^*. 
They were both of his acquaintance, and uferf 
to frequent Ms houfe; and knowing his cuftom^ 
of giving free accefe to all , made no dbdbt of 
lieing i^adtly admitted , as Cornelius^ one of the' 
two, afterwards confeffed **. 

The meeting was no fooner oVei*, than Cicero* 
Bad information' of all that paflcd in \% ; for hf 
the intrigues of a woman named Fulvia, he hacf 
gained* over Gurius hef gallant, one 6f thfe eonv 
i^irators of Senatorian rank, to fend him a punC-* 
tual account of all their deliberations. He pre- 
vfcntly imparted hiis ihtcUigencc to fomd of the 
chiefs t>f the city, who were aflem.bled thatdveni. 
ing ,* as ufual , at his houfe ; informing therti nOt 
only of the d'efign, but nartiing the men who' 
were to execute it, and* the very hour when they 
Would' be at hi^ gate : all which fell out exaftly 
as he foretold ; for the tWo Knights? catrtc before 
break of day, but had the mortification tb find 
the houfe Well guarded , and all admittance itfufed' 
tt> them '•! . 

Catiline Was dilhppointed likeWife iii akiothei^ 
«ffair of no lefs moment before he quitted* the 
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City; a rfcfignr to furprifc the town of Pr^nrcftc^ 
one of the ftrongcft fortrefies of Italy, within 
twenly-five miles of Rome ; which woald have 
been of fingu^lar ufe to hrm in the War f and a 
fure retreat m aU events i btrt Gicero was ftilf bc# 
forehand wkh hinn, and fironr the apprehenfioo^ 
of fuch an attempt, had pf^vioafty (ent orders 
to the place to keep a %ectal guard; fo that 
when CatiMn« came in th€ night Co make an af^ 
fiiuFt , he found them fo weH provided , that be 
durft not ven^ture upon the experiment '*- 

This was^ the ftate of the confpiracy, wheir 
Cicero delivered the firft of thofe four fpeecbes, 
which were fpoken upon the oecafion of it, and 
are ftill extant. The meeting of the confpirators 
was on the (Vxth of November , in the evening ; 
and an the eighth he fummentd' the Senate to- 
Ae Tempbe of J'upiter in the Cajiitol, where it was 
not ufuaHy held but in times of public alarm '*. 
There had been feveral debates before this on die 
feme fubjecft of Catiline's treafons, and' his dedgn 
of killing the Conful , and a dfecrec had* paflfed at 
the motion of Cicero^ to offer a public reward 
to the firft difcoverer of the plot; if a flaVc , his 
liberty y and eight hundred pounds ; if a citizen, his 
pardon, and fixteen hundred^ ^'. Yet GatiH'ne 
by a profound diffimulation , and the cooftant 
profeffions of his innocence, ftill deceived many 
of aH ranks ; reprefendng the whole as the fi^toil 
of his enemy Cicero, and offering to give fecuri* 
ty for his l^haviour, and to deliver himfelE to 
the cui^ody of any whom^ the Senate >yould n^me ; 
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of M LepiduSy of the Praetor MetelluSj or of 
Cicero liimfelf : but none of them would receive 
him y and Cicero plainly told him ^ that he ihould 
never think himfelf Me in the fame houfe , when 
he was in danger by living in the fame City with 
him ^*: yet he ftill kept on the maik^ and had 
the confidence to come to this very meeting in 
the Capital ; which fo (hocked the whole aflem- 
bly, that none eveii of his acquaintance durft venture 
to falute him; and the Confular Senators quitted 
that part of the houfe in which he hi , and left the 
whole bench clear to him *'. Cicero wasfo pro- 
~| voked by his impudence, that inftead' of enter- 
ing upon any bufmeis, as he defigned, addref* 
iing himfelf diredly to Catiline, he broke out 
into a mod fevere invedive againft him ; and 
with all the fire and force of an incenfed eloquence 
laid open the whole courfe of his villanies, and 
the notoriety of his treafons. 

He put him in mind, ^^ that there Was a d(- 
^ cree already made againft him, by which he 
^ could take his life ''; and that he ought to 
^ have done it long ago, fince many, far more 
^ eminent and leCs criminal , had been taken off 
^ by the fame authority for the fufpicion only 
•* of treafonable defigns; that if he fhould or- 
^ dcr him therefore to be killed upon the fpot; 
^ there was cau^ to apprehend , that it would 
^^ be thought rather too late, than too cruel. — 
" But there was a certain reafon which yet with- 

^ held him Thou (halt then be put to 

^ death I fays he, when there is not a man to 

be 
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^^ be found fo wicked, fo defperate, fo like to 
/* thyfelf , who will deny it to be done juftly. — 
, " As long as there is one who dares to defend 
" thee , thou (bait live ; and live fo , as thou 
" now doft, furrounded by the guards, which 
" I have placed about thee, fo as not to fuffer 
•* thee to ftir a foot againft the Republic ; whilft 
" the eyes and ears of many fhall watch thee, 
" as they have hitherto done, when thou little 
" thoughteft of it "• " He then goes on to give 
a detail of all that had been concerted by the 
confpirators at their feveral meetings, to let him 
fee, ^* that he was perfedly informed of every 
" ftep which he had taken, or defigned to take"; 
and pbfcrves , " that he faw feveral at that very 
" time in the Senate, who had aflifted at thofc 

^^ meetings. ^t preffes him therefore to 

** quit the City, and fince all his counfels were 
" deteded , to drop the thought of fires and mafla* 

« cres; that the gates were open, and no 

.^' body Ihould ftop him '*.'' Then running ovci:^ 
the flagitious enormities of his life , and the feries 
of his traiterous pradices, *^ he exhorts, urges ^ 
^^ commands him to depart , and if he would be 
^ a^lvifed by him , to go into a voluntary exile, 
** and free them from their fears ; that , if they 
^< were juft ones, they might be fafer; if ground* 
." lefs, the quieter ^*: that chough he would 
/' not put the queftion to the houfe, whether 
." they would order him into banifhment, or not, 
" yet he would let him fee their lenfe upon it 
" by their manner of behaving while he was 
Vouh N 
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^ utgirtg him to it ; for fliould he bid any othe^ 
" Senator of credit, P. Sextius, or MMVIarcellus, 
^ to go into exile , they would all rife up againfi 
^ him at once, and lay violent hands on their 
" Cbnfaf: yet when he faid it to him, by their 
" filchce they approved it 5 by theif fuffering 
*' it , decreed it; by laying nothing , proclaim- 
^ cd their confent **. That he would anfwer 
•* like wife for the Knights , who were theii 
^ guarding the avenues of the Senate ; and were 
^ hardly reftrained from doing him violence; 
^ that if he. would confent to go, they would 

" all quietly attend him to the gates. Yet 

^* after all , if in virtue of his command he Ihould 
^* really go into banifliment, he forefaw what a 
" ftorm of envy he fhould draw by it* upon 
" himfelf; but he did notivahie that, if by his 
" Own calamity he could avert tht dangers of 
** the Republic: • but there was no hope that 
" Catiline could ever be induced tcr yield to 
*• the occafions of the State, or moved with 
*^ a fenfe of his crimes , or reclaimed by (hame , 
** or fear, or reafon, from his madnefe ". He 
** exhorts him therefore, if he would not go into 
" exile ^ to go at leaft, where he was expeded, 
^* into Manlius's camp, and begin the war; pro- 
^* vidfcd only, that he would carry out with 
*• him all the reft of his crew : — That there he 
'^* might riot and exult at his full eafe , without 
•* the mortification of feeing one honeft man 
•* about him ". — There he might pradtife all 
"^ that difciprine to which be had been trained , 
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•* of lying upon the ground , rt<H only ki purfuit 
** of his lewd amours, but of bold and[ hardy 
^^ entei:prifes : there he might exett all that 
•* boafted patience of hunger, cold, and want-, 
*' by which however be would (hortly find him* 
" felf undone ". He then introduces an expofiu- 
lation of the Republic with himfelf, " for his too 
" great lenity , in fufferidg fucb a traitor to efcapcj 
** inftead of hurrying him to immediate death ; 
" that it was an inftance of cowardice and ingr2^i» 
^' titude to the Roman people, that he, a ncvj^s 
" man , who , without any recommendation from 
"'*' his anceftors^, had been raifed by them through 
" all the degrees of honor to Sovereign dignity, 
•* Ihould for the fake of any ^nger to himfelf; 
** negledl the care of the public fafety *'. To tjcih 
•* moft facred voice of my country", fays he, '** and 
** to all thofe who blame me after the fame manner ^ 
•* I fliall make this fliort anfwer; that if I had 
" thought if. the moft advifaWc to put Catiline 
*' to death , I would not have allowed that Gla* 
•* diator the ufe of one moment's life; for if, in 
** former days , our moft illuftrious Citizens, 
*• idftead of fullying, hav^e done honor to their 
*' memories^ by the deftrudlion of Saturninus^ 
*' the Gracchi, Flaccus, and many others; there 
•' is no ground to fear , that by killing this Par- 
*' ricide any envy wojuld lie upon me with ppt 
** terity ; yet if the greatcft w^as fure to befal 
** me , it was always my perfoafion , that envy 
*' acquired by virtue was really glory , not er>* 
V vy: but there are fome of this very order, 

N a 
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** who do not cither fee the dangers which hang 
** over us ^ or elfe diflembfe what they fee ; who 
*' by the foftnefs of their votes cherifli Catiline's 
" hopes, and add ftrength to the confpiracy by 
** not believing it; whofe authority influences 
•* ttiany, not only of the wicked but the weak; 
•* who, if 1 had punifhed this man as he dc- 
** fervied , would not have failed to cry out 
" Upon me for ading the tyrant '*. Now I 
** am perfuaded , that when he is once gone into 
" Manlius's camp, whither he adually defigns 
** to go, none can be fo filly, as not to fee that 
^* there is a plot , none fo wicked , as not to ac- 
•• knowledge it: whereas by taking off him alone, 
•* though this peftil^nce would be fomewhat 
** checked , it could not be fupprefled : but when 
" he has thrown himfelf into rebellion , and car- 
" lied out his friends along with him , and drawn 
** together the profligate and defperate from all 
-* parts of the empire, not only this ripened 
** plague of the Republic, but the very root 
" and feed of all our evils will be extirpated 
" with him at once. " Then applying himfelf 
again to Catiline, he concludes with a fhort 
prayer to Jupiter: "With thefe omens, Catiline, 
** of all profperity to the Republic, but of deftruc- 
" tion to thyfclf , and all tbofe who have joined 
•* themfelves with thee in all kinds of parricide, 
"go' thy way then to this impious and abomi- 
•* nable war; whilft thou, Jupiter, whofe reli* 
" gion was eftablilhed with the foundation of this 
** Gity, whom we truly <Jall Sutor, the ftay^md 
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** prop of this empire, wilt drive this man and 
'^ his accomplices from thy altars and temples^ 
" from the houfes and walls of the city, from 
** the lives and fortunes of us all ; and wilt 
*• deftroy with eternal punifhments, both living. 
** and dead , ail the haters of good men , the > 
"enemies of their country, the plunderers of, 
^^ Italy, now confederated in this deteftable league 
" and partnerfliip of villany. " 

Catiline, adoniflied by the thunder of this 
fpeech , had little to fay for hirofelf in anfwer to 
it; yet with downlead looks and fuppliant voice he 
begged of the Fathers , not to believe tod haftily . 
what was faid againft him by an enemy; that 
his birth and paft life offered every thing to him 
that was hopeful; and it was not to be imagined, 
that a man of Patrician family, whofe anceftors , as 
well as himfelf , had given many proofs of their affec* 
tion to the Roman people , ihould want to overturn 
the government; while Cicero, a {tranger, and late 
inhabitant of Rome , was fo zealous to preferve ,it« 
But as he was going on to give foul language, the 
Senate interrupted him by a general outcry , caltipg 
him Traitor and Parricide : upon which being fu- 
rious andliefperate, he declared again aloud what 
he had laid before to Cato , that fince he was cir« 
cumven^ed and driven headlong by his enemies , be^ 
would quench the flame which was raifed about him, 
by the common ruin ; and fo ruChed out of the affem- 
bly **. As fooh as he was come to his boufe , and 
began to refled on what bad pafled , perceiving it 
in vain to difTemble any longer, he refolved to 

' N3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



jSi T » B L I ? E O F 

enter inm a^ion immediately, l>eferc thetroopf of' 
the Republic were increafed; or any new levies 
made ; fo tbat after a fhort conference with Lentulus , 
Cethegus , and the red , about what had been 
concerted in the laft meeting , having given frefll 
orders and aflurances of his fpeedy return at the 
head of a ftrong army f he left Rome that very 
night with a fmall retinue , to make the beft of 
his way towards Etruria ". 

He no fooner dilappeared , than his friends 
gave out thafe he was gone into a voluntary exile 
at Marfeilles *' ; which was induftriouQy fpread 
through the City the next morning , to raife aa 
odium upon Cicero , for driving an innocent 
man into banifbment without any^previous trial 
or proof of his guilt : but Cicero was too well 
informed of his motions to entertain any doubt 
about his going to Manlius's camp, and into ac«> 
tual rebellion ; he knew that he had fent thither 
already a quantity of arms, and all the enfigns of 
military command, with that filver eagle , which he 
ufed to keep with great fuperftition in hishoufe, for 
it s having belonged to C. Marius in his expedition 
againft the Cimbri ". But left the ftory fhould 
make an ill impreflion on the City, he called the 
people together into the Forum , to give them 
an account of what pafTed in the Senate the day 
before , and of Catiline's leaving Rome upon it 

He began by " congratulating with them on 
<* Catiline's flight , as on a certain vidory ; fincc 
/^ the driving him from his fecret plots and in(i- 
^ dious ^tteiwpts on their lives and fortunes into 
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^ open rebellion , fwas in cffcft to conquer him : 

** that Catiline faimfelf was fenfible of it; whofe 

** chief regret in his retreat was not for leaving 

•* the City , but for leaving it (landing *\ — But 

" if there be any here," fays he, "who blame me 

" for what I am boafting of , as you all indeed 

** juftly may , that I did not rather feizc , than 

" fend away fo capital an enemy; that is not my 

** fault. Citizens, but the fault of the times. Ca« 

" tiJine ought long ago to have (uffered the laft 

" punilhment; the cuftom of our anceftors, the 

" difcipline of the empire , and the Republic itfelf 

" required it: but how many would there have 

** been, who would not have believed, what I 

" charged him with? how many, who through 

■* weaknefc would never have imagined it , or 

" through wickedneis would have defended it?*' 

— He obferves , '* that if he had put Catiline 

** to de^tth , he fhould have drawn upon himfetf 

** fuch an odium* as would have rendered hin^ 

*^ unable to profecute bis accomplices, and extir« 

" pate the remains of the confpiracy; but fo far 

** from being afraid of him now , he was forry 

" only that he went off with (o few to attend 

" him ** : that his forces were conteifiptible , if 

'* compared with thofe of the Republic ; made 

** up of a miferable , needy crew , who had wafted 

" their fubftancc, forfeited their bails, and would 

" run away not only at the fight of an army^ 

" but of the Pnetors cdid; — That thofe, who 

" had deferted his army and ftaid behind, >yere 

^* more to be dreaded than the army itfelf ; and 

N4 
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" the more fo , becaufe they knew him to be in- 
" formed of all their defigns ^ yet were not at all 
" moved by it: that he had hid open all their 
•* counfels in the Senate the day before , upon 
** whioh Catiline was fo difheartened , that he im- 
*• mediately fled: that he could not guefs what 
** thefe others meant; if they imagined that he 
^ fhould always ufe the fame lenity , they were 
** much miftaken *' : for he had now gained 
•* what he had hitherto been waiting for, to make 
*• all people fee that there was a confpiracy ; that 
^ now therefore there was no more room for cic- 
•* mency , the cafe itfelf required feverity ; yet 
" he would ftill grant them one thing, to quit the 
^' city and follow Catiline : nay , would tell them 
" the way, rt was the Aurelian road, and, if 
*^ they would make hade, they might overtake 
** him before night." Then after defcribing the 
profligate life and converfation jf Catiline and his 
accomplices ** , he declares it " infuflFerably im- 
** pudent for fiich men to pretend to plot; the 
** lazy againd the adlive , the foolifli againft the 
" prudent, the drunken againft the fober, the 
'* drowfy againft the vigilant ; who lolling at 
*^ feafts , embracing miftreffes , ftaggering with 
" wine, ftufFed with viduals, crowned with. gar- 
** lands, daubed with perfumes-, belch in their 
" converfations of maffacritig the hoheft , and 
** firing the city. If my Confulfliip ,'* fays he, 
" fmce it cannot cure , fhould cut off all thefe , it 
*' would add no fmall period to the duration of 
*' the Republic : for there i$ no nation , which 
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" wc have reafon to fear, no King, vfho can 
" make war upon the Roman people ; all difturb- 
•• ances abroad, both by land and fca, arc quel- 
" led by the virtue of one man; but a domedic 
•* war ftill remains ; the treafon , the danger , the 
" enemy is within ; we are to combat with luxury, 
" with madnefs , with villany : in this war I pro- 
" fefs myfelf your leader, and take upon myfclf 
" all the animofity of the defperate: whatever 
" can poffibly be healed, I will heal; but what 
"ought to be cut off, I will never fuffer to fpread* 
" t6 the ruin of the city **. " He then takes 
notice of the report of Catiline's being driven into 
exile, but ridicules the wcaknefs of it, and fays, 
** that he had put that matter out of doubt, by 
•* expofing all his treafons the day before in the 
" Senate •*. " He laments "the wretched con- 
** dition not only of governing , but even of prc- 
" ferving States: for if Catiline ," fays he, "baffled 
" by my pains and cbunfels , fhould really change 
"his mind, drop all thoughts of war, and be- 
" take hirpfelf to exile , he would not be laid to be 
^ difarmed and terrified , or driven from his pur- 
" pofe by my vigilance: but uncondemned and 
•* innocent to be forced into banifhment by the 
" thi'eats of the Conful ; and there would be 
^numbers, who would think him not wicked, 
^ but unhappy ; and me not a diligent Conful , 
" but a cruel tyrant. " He declares, " that though 
"for the fake of his own eafe or charader he 
" fhould never wifh to hear of Catiline's being at 
^^ the head of an army, yet they would certainly 
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^ bear it in three <lay*s time: — that if men; Vere 
*• fo perverfe as to complaid of his being driven 
*• away , what would tbcy have faid if be had 
*' been put to death ? Yet there was not one of 
" thofe who talked of his going to IVIarfeilles, 
" but would be forry for it if it was true, and 
^* wilhed much rather to fiee him in Manliuss 
^ camp**.'* He proceeds to defcribe at large; the 
ibrength and forces of Catiline , and the different 
forts of men of which th^y were compofed ; and 
then difplaying and oppofing to them the fuperior 
forces of the Republic , he (hows' it to be ** a 
^^ contention of all (brts of virtue agaihft all forts 
" of vice; in which, if all hunuin help Ibouid fail 
" them, the Gods themfelves would never fuffer 
^ the beft cayfe in the world to be yknquiihed by 
" the worft ". " He requires them therefore to 
^^ keep a watch only in their private houses, for 
^* he had taken care to (ecure the public, without 
^^ any tumult: that he had given notice to all the 
^^ colonies and great towns of Catiline's retreat, 
^^ fo as to be upon their guard againft him : that 
^ as to the body of Gladiators, whom Catiline 
always depended upon ^ his beft and fureft 
** band, they were taloen care of in fuch a manner, 
** as to be in the power of the Republic"; though, 
" to fay the truth, even thefe were better afieded 
*' than fome part of the Patricians : that he had 
" fent Q. Metellus the Praetor into Gaul and the 
" diftridt of Picenum , to oppofe all Catiline's 
^^ motions on that fide; and for fettling all matters 
** at home had fummoned the Senate to meet again 
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** tfiat morning, wliicb, as they few, was tlneii- 
^^ aflembling. As for thofe therefore who were left 
«, behind in the city , though they were now 
^ enemies , yet fmcc they w^rc born citizens , he 
*^ admoniihed them again and again, that his lenity 
** had been waiting only for an opportunity of 
^ demoaftrating the certainty of the p]ot: that 
^ for the reft, he ihould never forget that this 
*f was his country, he theii; Conful, who thought 
•* it his duty either to live with them , or die for 
" them. There is no guard", fays he, "upjon 
^ the gates, -none to watch the roads; if any one 
*^ has a mind to withdraw himfelf , he may go 
^ wherever he pleafes; but if he makes the leaft 
** ftir within the city, fo as to be caught in any 
^ overt ad againft the RepubKc , he (hall know, 
** that there are in it vigilant Confuls , excellent 
^ Magiftrates, a ftout Senate; that there are arms^ 
^ and a prifon , which our anceftors provided as 
*^ the avenger of manifeft crimes; and all this (hall 
'^ be trahfacled in fuch a manner. Citizens, that 
** the greatcft diforders fliall be quelled without 
*-* the leaft hurry; the gieateft dangers without 
<* any tumult; a domeftic war, the moft defperate 
*' of any in our memory, by me your only Leader 
^^ and General , in my gown ; which I will manage 
** fo, that, as far as it is poffible, not one even 
*^ of the guilty Ihall fuffer punifhment in the city : 
^ but if their audacioufneis and my country's 
•* danger fhould ncccffarily orive me from this 
*' mild refolution, yet I will cffe<a, what in fo 
'^ cruel and treacherous a war could hardly h% 
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'* hoped for, that not one honeft man fhall h\U 
*^ but all of you be fafe by the punifliment of a 
*• few/ This I proraife. Citizens, not from any 
^ confidence in my own prudence, or from any 
^ human counfels , but from the many evident 
•• declarations of the Gods , by whofe impuUe I 
^ am led into this perfuafion ; who affift us, not 
'* as they ufed to do, at a diftance, againd foreign 
** and remote enemies, but by their prefent help 
and proteAion defend their temples and our 
houfes : it is your part therefore to worlhip, 
^* implore, and pray to them, that fince all our 
'* enemies are now fubdued both by land and fea, 
** they would continue to prcferve this city, which 
*' was defigned by them for the moft beautiful, 
*[ the mod flourifhing , and moft powerful on 
^ earth, from. the deteftable treafons»of it's own 
" defperate citizens/' 

We have no account of thb da/s debate in the 
Senate , which met while Cicero was fpeaking to 
the people , and were waiting his coming to them 
from the Roftra : but as to Catiline , after ftaying 
a few days on the road to raife and arm the coun« 
try through which he pafled , and which his agents 
had already been difpofmg to his interefts , he 
marched diredly to Manlius's camp , with the Fafces 
and all the enfigns of military command difplayed 
before him. Upon this news the Senate declared 
both him and Maiyius public enemies, with offers 
of pardon to all ms followers , who were not con- 
demned of capital crimes, if they returned to their 
duty by a certain day ^ and ordered the Co/ifuls to 
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make new levies, and that Antonius (hould follow 
Catiline with the army ; Cicero ftay at home to 
guard the City '\ 

It will feemilrange to fome, that Cicero, whea 
he had certain information of Catiline's treafon , 
inftead of feizing him in the city , not only faf^ 
fcred but urged his efcape, and forced him as it 
were to begin the war. But there was good 
reafon for what he did, as he frequently intimates 
in his fpeeches ; he had many enemies among the 
Nobility, and Catiline many fecret friends^ and 
though he was perfcdly informed of the whole 
progrels and extent of the plot, yet the proofs 
being not ready to be laid before the public, Ca- 
Jtiline s diffimulation dill prevailed , and perfuaded 
great numbers of his innocence; fo that if he had 
imprifoned and punifhed him \^t this time , as he 
dcferved , the whole fa&ion were prepatred to raife 
a general clamor againft him, by reprefenting his 
adminiftration as a Tyranny , and the plot as a for* 
gery contrived to fupport it : whereas by driving 
Catiline into rebellion , be made all men fee the 
reality of their danger ; while from an exad account 
of his troops, he knew them to be fo^unequal to 
thofe of the Republic, that there was no doubt of 
.his being deftroyed, if he could be puQied to the 
neccffity of declaring himfelf before his other pro-' 
jeds were ripe for execution. He knew alfo, that 
if Catiline was once driven out of the city, and 
feparated from his accomplices , who were a lazy. ^ 
drunken, thoughtlefs crew, they would ruin them* 
{elves by their own raibnels,. and be eafily drawn 
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tnto any trap which he (&ouM lay for ^em: the 
event ihowed that he judged right ; and by wfaart 
happened afterwards both to Catiline and to hini- 
felf it appeared, that, as far as haman caution 
xxnild reach, he aded- with the utmoft prudsencfe 
in regard as well to his own , as to the poblic 
fafcty. 

In the midft of all this hurry , and foon after 
Catiline's flight, Cicero found leifiire, according to 
his cufiom , to defend L. Mureni, one of the Con* 
lub elcid , who was now brought to a trial for bri- 
bery and corruption. Cato had declared in the 
Senate, that he would try the forde of Cicero s 
late law upon one of the Confalar Candidates*^: 
and fince Catiline ^ whom he chiefly aimed at , was 
out of his reach , he refolved to fall upon Min*ena; 
yet connived at the fame time at the other Confbl , 
Silanus, who had married his fifter, though equally 
guilty with his colleague '** : he was joined in the 
accufation by one of the difappointed candidates, 
S. Sulpicius, a perfon of diflinguifhed worth and 
character , and the mod celebrated Lawyw «f the 
age, for whofe fervice, arid at whofe inftance Ci- 
cero's law againft bribery was chiefly provided '*'• 

Murena was bred a foldier^ and had acquired 
great fame in the Mithridatic war, as Lieutenaiit 
to Luculius'**; and was now defended by three* 
the great^ft men , as well as the grcateft Orators 
of Rome , Craflus , Hortenfius , and Cicero : fo 
that there had feldom been a trial of more expec- 
tation, on account of the dignity of all the parties 
coticern^d* Tlie cii^<^ler of th^ acdufejrs maki^s 



Digitized by 



Google 



M- % CICERO. 



191 



it reafonalilc" ta believe, that there was cleat proof 
of fome illegal pradices ; yet from Cicero's fpcech , 
which, though imperfedl, is the only remaining 
monument of the tranfadion, it feems probable, 
that they were fuch only , as though ftridly 
fpeaking irregular , were yet warranted by cuftom 
and the example of all Candidates ; and thoug!h 
heinous in the eyes of a Cato, or an angry com- 
{)etitor, were ufually overlooked by the magiftrate$ 
and expeded by the people. 

The accufation confifted of three heads; the 
fcandal of Murena's life ; the want of dignity in his 
cbarader and family ; and bribery in the late elec- 
ction. As to the firft, the greateft crime whic^ 
Cato charged him with was dancing ; to whicK 
CicJeros defence is fomewhat remarkable: "Hea^- 
" kn6ni{bes Cato not to throw out fuch a calumny 
•* fo inconfiderately , or to call the Conful of Rome 
** a dancer ; but to confider how many other 
^* -crimes a man muft needs be guilty of before 
** that of dancing could be truly objeded to him 
•* fince nobody ever danced , even in folitude., or 
•* a private meeting of friends j who was not ei* 
^ ther drunk or mad ; for dancing was always the 
** laft ad of liotous banquets , gay places,, and 
** much jollity : that Cato charged him therefore 
** with what was the efifcd of many vices , yet 
** with none of tbofe, without which that vice 
** could not poffibly fubfift ; with no fcandalous 
•* feafts , no an^ours , no nightly revels , no lew^* 
" qcfs, no extravagant expenfe, &c. '*'.'* 

As to the iccond article, the want of dignity, jt 
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was urg^d chiefly by Sulpicius » who being noble 
and a patrician , was the more mortified to be de- 
feated by a Plebeian, whofe extradion he con- 
temned : but ^ Cicero ridicules the vanity of 
^* thinking no family good, but a Patrician; 

/' (bows that Murena)s grand* father and great 
" grand -father had been Praetors^ and that his 
*' father alfo from the fame dignity had obtained 

/* the honor of a Triumph: that Sulpicius's no- 
" bility was better known to the .antiquaries than 
" to the people ; fince his grand-father had never 
*^ born any of the principal offices, nor his father 
** ever mounted higher than the Equeftrian rank : 
" that being therefore the fon of aRomanKtxight, 
** he had always reckoned him in ^ the fame clafs 
" with himfelf, of thofe who by their own iii- 
•* duftry had opened their way to the higheft 
" honors ; that the Curius ,: the Catos , the 
** Pompeius , the Marius , the Didius, the CaQlitts 
" were. all of the fame fort: that when he. had 
" broken through that barricade of Nobility , atfti 
" laid the ConfulQiip open to the virtuous, as well 
^' as to the noble, and when a Conful, of an an- 
" cient and illuftrious }defcent, was defended by 
" a Conful , the fon of a Knight ; he never im^- 
" gined , that the accufers would venture to fay a 
" word about the novelty of a family : that he 
'* himfe)f had two Patrician competitors , the one 
" a profligate and audacious , the other an excel- 
'^ lent and modeft man; yet that he outdid Ca* 
" tiline in dignity, Galbain intereft; and if that had 

;,'* been a crime ii|. a newinan, he.fI\oujd npth.ave 

wanted 
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^ granted enemies^ to objed it to hkn -**./* H© 
then Ihows , *^ that the fcience of arms , in >vhich 
^^ Murena excelled, had much more dignity and 
^ fplendor in it than the fciende of the law, beings 
** that which firft gave a name to the Romao 
•* people , brought glory to their city , and fub- 
*^ dued the world to dieir empire: that martial 
•* virtue had^ ever been the means of conciliating 
** the favor of the people, and recommending to 
•• the honors of the ftate ; and it was but rea- 
*^ fonable that it (hould hold the firft place in that 
** city, which was raifed by it to be the head of 
" all other cities in the world"*. " 

As to the laft and heavieft part of the charge « 
the crime of bribery, there was little or nothing 
made out againft him, but what was too common 
to be thought criminal ; the bribery of ibows , plays , 
and dinners given to the populace ; yet not fo much 
by himfelf, as by his friends and relations, who 
were zealous to ferve him ; fo that Cicero msikes 
very flight of it, and declares himfelf "more 
'V afraid of the authority , than the accufation of 
** Cato ;", and to obviate the influence which the 
reputation of Cato's integrity might have in the 
caufe, he obferves, ** that the people id general, 
" and all wife judgc$ had ever been jealous of the 
" power and intereft of an accufer ; left the crl- 
•* minal fliould be born down, not by the weight 
** of his crimes , but the fuperior force of his ad^ 
" verfary. Let the authority of the great prc^ 
•* vail," fays he, ••fdr the fafety of the innocent, 
^^ the protection of thp hclplefs, and the relief of 
Vol. L O 
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•^ the miferable ; but let it's influence be repelfecf 
^ from the dangers and dcflruAion of citizens: 
** for if any one fhould by , tb^t Cato would not 
** have taken the pains to accufe , if he had not 
" been afTured of the crime , he eftabliOies a very 
** unjull law to men in diftrefs , by. making the 
" judgment of an accufer to be confidered as a 
** prejudice or previous condemnation of the cri- 
** rnToal '*'. He exhorts Cato not to be fo fe- 
** Vere , on what ancient cuftom and the Republic 
** itfelf had found ufeful ; nor to deprive the peo- 
" pie of their plays, gladiators, and feads, which 
" their anceftors, had approved ; nor to take from 
" candidates ^n opportunity of obliginjg by a me- 
" thod of cxpenfe which indicated their genero- 
•* fity , rather than an intention to corrupt "^ '* 
' But whatever Murena's crime rtight be, the 
circumftance which cKiefly favored him Was the 
difficulty of the times , and a rebellion actually 
bn foot ; which made it neither fafe nor prudent to 
deprive the city of a Conful , who by a military edu- 
cation was the beft qualified to defend it in fo dange-* 
tons a crifis. This point Cicero dwells much upon, 
declaring , ** that he undertook this caufe , not fa 
** mucfh for the fake of Murena, as of the peace, 
•i the liberty, the lives and fafety of them all. 
"Hear, hear," fays he, "yourConful, who, hot 
** to fpeak arrogantly, thinks of nothing day and 
" night but of the Republic: Catiline does not 
** defpife us fo far, as to hope to fubdue this city 
** with the force which he has carried out with 
*• him : the contagion is fprcad wider than you 
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^* imagine t the Trojan horfe is within our walls; 
** which , while I am Conful , fliall never opprefs 
** you in your flecp. If it be afked then, what 
" reafon I have to feat Catiline ? none at all ; and 
^ ** I have taken care that no body elfc ndcd fear 
** him : yet I fay, that we have caufe to fegr thofe 
•* troops of his. Which I fee in this Very place. 
** Nor is his army fo much to be dreaded , as thofe 
" who are faid to have deferted its for in truth 
** they ate not deferted , but are left by him 
** only as fpies upon us , and placed as it were in 
** ambufh , to deftroy us the niore fccurcly : all 
** thefe want to fee a worthy Conful , an experi- 
*** enced General', a man both by nature and for- 
^* tunes attached to the interefts of the Republic, 
** driven by your fentence from the guard and 
** cuftody of the city '**. " After urging this topic 
with great Warmth and force, he adds, "We are 
" now come to the crifis and extremity of our 
^' danger ; there is no rcfource or recovery for 
*' us, it we now mifcany; it is no time to throw 
^* away any of the helps which we have, but by 
*' all means poffible, to acquire more. The enemy 
^ is not on the banks of the Anio, which was 
^* thought fo terrible in the Punic war, but in the 
*^ City aod the Forum. Good Gods ! ( I cannot 
^^ fpcak it without a figh ) there are fome enemies 
^ in the very fandluary ; fome , I fay , even in the 
^ Senate! The Gods grant, that my colleague 
^^ may quell this rebellion by our arms; whilft I, 
" in the gown , by the affiftance of all the honcft, 
*^ will difpel the other dangers with which the 

0^ 
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" dty Is DOW big. But what will become of |]9, 
* if they {houM flip through our hands into the 
^ new year; and find but one Conful in the Re- 
^ puMic, amd him employed not in profecuting 
^ the war, but in providing a colleague? Then 
** this pbgue of Catiline will break out in all it's * 
** fury , fjpreading terror ^ confufion , fire , and 
•• fwofd through the city, &c. '"•'^ Thi« con* 
fideration, fo forcibly urged ^ of the neceflity of 
having two Confuls for the guard of the city at the 
opening of the new year, had fuch weight with the 
judges, that without any deliberation they unani* 
moufly acquitted Murena , and would not , as Cicero 
fays, fo much as hear the acculation of men , the 
mod eminent and illuftrious"\ 

Cicero had a flridt intimacy all this while with 
Sulpicius, whom he had ferved with all his iutered; 
in this very conteft for the ConfuKhip'". He had 
a great friendfbip alfo with Cato, and the higheft 
efteem of his integrity; yet he not only defended 
this caufe againft them both , but to take off the 
prejudice of their authority, labored even to make 
them ridiculous; rallying the profeifion of Sulpicius 
as trifling and contemptible, the principles of Cato 
as abfurd and impradicable, with fo much hurod^ 
and witj that he made the whole audience very 
merry , and forced Cato to cry out , What a 
facetious Conful have we'"! but what is more 
obfervable, the oppofition of thefe great men in 
an affair fo interefting gave no fort of interruption 
to their friendfliip, which continued as firm as 
ever to the end of theif lives: and Cicero, Vfho 
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lived the lorigeft of diem, tfhowed the real vrfoe 

that be ha4 for them Both after lihcir deaths; bf 

procuring piublic honors: for the one,: and writing 

the hfeand praifes of tho. other j Murena too, 

though expdfed to (6 mbdi danger bp^the profecu- 

tion, yet feems to have retained ixj refentnuieiit 

<tf it; but during his Confulfbrp paid a goeiil: 

<kference to the counfels >of^Cato, and empio)^ 

all his power to fupport hira agamfl die violejUpe 

of IVlctellns, his Colleague in the Tribunate Thig 

vra$ a greatnefs of mind truly noble ,» and furtablk 

to the dignity of the peribns; not tb beiibdckeA 

by the particular contradidion of their friehdsy 

vwhcn their' general views on bothjifidesr v^ere 

laudable and virtuous I yet this muft liot t£ 

whoHy charged to the virtue of the ncreny but to 

the difcipline of the Republic^ itfelf , wfatdi^by^ 

wife poficyr impofed it as a duty x>n itV fitbjedU 

to defend their feiiow. cidzeiis in their dangers; 

without regard to any frieMibips' or engagement 

whatfoever"^ The e^tamples of this kind will be 

more or lefs frequent id dates; 'in proportion ras 

the public gpod< happens. to be the.ruling principle; 

for that is a bond of union too firm to be brokea 

by any little * differences abput >thc ibeafures of 

purfuing it : but where private'aml>ition and partyw 

^eal have the afcendant , . there every oppofition 

muft neceflarily^ create anitjiofity , a^ it obftruifts 

^he acquifttion of that good^ which is confii^h^ 

as the chief tsnd of life, priDtfate benefit aikl a^aiv 

. 'tage. I 

3efore the tri^l of MuFPna, Cicero hstd pte^e4 
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uibther oattfe 6f the "fame Kind in the dt&nce of 
Cj Fife-, who bad-been Oonful foui* jreats before, 
;incl acquired. the cbarader.of a bravd ^d vigorous 
^nagiftratr: hut/wii^havd n*' remains of the fpeecb^ 
jaor any thing norei tkid of it by Cicero, than 
that Pifo: was acquitted • on the account, of hif 
lamd^Ue behaviour in his GonfuJihip "\ We fe^ni 
iBDw^yer from Sailuft , that he was accufed of 
^pproffion iand extortion in his government; and 
^Ai^i tber profecittion was promoted chiefly by 
^jr/Gxftr*,: out of revenge for Pifos having arbi- 
krsHly : puni&ed pi^c of his friends, or clients in 
pifalpTne/Giaur"- . . : 

'i eSut-^to returd ta* the affair of the confpiracy, 
Uentuhis^ nnd thb tc^j^ who were left in the city, 
vcrcptcpariiig alff things for the exeaition of their 
^randrfiefign, and foiiditing men of all rauks^ who 
£;emhd Ubely tO; faVor their caufe, or to be of any 
t)fe,tOiit: acfaong the reft, they agreed to make 
itir:att£ixip.t on the Atefaafladors of the Allobroges^; 
a warlike riiutinoUs , . £itthlefs peoplle , inhabiting 
4iien countries now called. Savoy and' Daophiny, 
^cKitly rli£i£feded . to vtjher -Rorhan powfer , and 
aiceady ripe for rebeUiooi- Thefe ' ambafladors , 
'who were preparing'^'to return home, much out 
<yf hc^or with the Senate, and without any redreCs 
JOf the grievances, which they were (entto complain 
of; received the propofal at firftr^vciy' greedily, 
bnd promifed to engage their datio>n" to affift die 
<onl^rators with whdtitfaey prindjially w^ted "\ 
a good body of horfe, whenever they ibould 
begin the war; but feflecaing afterwards* in their 
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CQokr thoughts, on die difficulty of the eo9fi;|irift, 
and the danger of involving thenofelves and their 
country in fo defperate a caufe^ they refotvcd to 
difcover what they knew t Uf Q. Fabius Sanga , 
the patron of their city , who immediati^y i gavse 
intelligence of it to the C^nful''^ - - S- 

• Cicero's inftrudions upon it were,- that^^he 
ambafladors fiiould continue to feign. t\iE^. j[|i|fQP 
feal which they had hithertq i^wn ,- al^d pxpq^ifip^ 
every thing that was required -faf thetav till-th^y 
bad got a hill in fight into the extent of ^Ifteiffl^^, 
with diftind proofs againft the pariic;^!^ nM^oss 
in it"*: upon which, at their next ofenfcre^icfc 
with the confpirators , they infi&ed on .ha^g ^lt^ 
credentials from them to (how to their ^efo^lfff^t 
thome, without.which they \(roiAld never be ioauce4 
to enter into an engagement fo bazardog^/; This 
was thought reafonable, and prefcnUyi coinplied 
with; and Vukurcius was!apfK)fnted to g<xalQ|ig 
.with the amhafladors , and . introduce othenn 49 
Catiline on their road,' in order to cofiifii|n'.tH,e 
-agreement, and exchange aiTu^an^i'aUb Nvi(ih'.hjinr; 
to whoai'Lcntulus fent at tjye fame tim^iia ^parti- 
cular letter under his own hand arid j^al, iJi<^gti 
without h^ name« Cicero boiog^nduaUy^illf^faied 
of all thefe.fads, concerted 'privately-; ^^it-l^ the 
ambafladors the time and manner of tbeif jl^^ying 
Rome in the night, and:! that- on tfce -IVIilvian 
bridge , ab6ut a. mile irom.>the «ty ,-<<kfy -^h^wtd 
be arretted with their papers, audi 4<3tt|^ lajdQi^t 
them, by two x)f th& ^BnotorM^ .W F^»ww Ww 
C. Pontinius^ whom h<rJb^hinftri»&ed« for t^^t 

Q4 
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piif9k^ and ordered to lie in ambuflb near die 
plaecj 'with a ftrong guard of friends and fotdiers : 
all whicbwas fuccefsfully executed^ and the whole 
company brought pfifoners to Cicero's houfe by 
^ break of day'". 

The rumor of this accident prefently drew a 
'l^fort df Cicero's principal friends about him, who 
•idvifed hinft to open the letters before he produced 
them in the Senate, left if nothing of moment 
Vere found in them , it might be thought rafli 
fan<{ imprudent to raife an unneceflary terror and 
^alarm through the city. But he was too . weH 
informed of the contents, to fear any cenfure of 
^hatf kind( and declared, that in a cafe of public 
danger' he thought it his duty to lay the matter 
'^entire before the public council '**• He fummoned 
the Senate therefore to meet immediately, and 
'fent at the fame time, for Gabinius, Statilius, 
'Cieftliegus , and Lentulus, who all came prefently 
"^to ills houfe, fufpeding nothing of the difcovery; 
'^dd- being informed alfo of a quantity <^ arms 
'proviiJcd by Cethegus for the ufe of the confpi- 
tatiy.,^ he' ordered C. Sulpicius, anodicr of the 
'tra^totsv to go and fearch his houfe, where he 
fdUhd'a great number of fwords and daggers, with 
'cifiitit ttrttis , all newly . cleaned , and ready foir 
prefenlt fcrvice '". 

With this preparation he fet out to meet the 
^Sei^sdt'e iif 4he X^nnple^of Concord, with a numerous 
^^Q^ ^f'Cttiietis, cflirrying the ambafiadors and 
the c6nlbii^atob with him in cuftody: and after 
he had given tfaeafiembly an account of the whole 
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affair, Vulturdu^ waf calfed into be examined 
fepaiately; to whom Cicero, by order of the houfe, 
pfftred a pardon and reward; if be wouM feithfuUy 
difcover all that he knew: upon wbicbt after 
fome hefltation, be confefTed, that he had letters 
•and itiftrui^ioDS from Lcintulus to Catiline , tapirs 
him to accept the affiftaoce of the flaves » and to 
lead his army vrith all expedition towards Rom^ 
to the intent, that when it fbnuld be fet on fire 
in different places , and the general maffacre b^UQ, 
he might be kt hand to intercept thofe who efcapedt 
and join with his fiends in the city "*. 

The ambafladors weire examined next, who 

declared, that they had receiy^dletters to their n^ 

tion, from Lentulus« Cetbe^qs, and St^tilius; 

that thefe three, and L. Caflius alfo required th^i^ 

to fend a body of horfe ^ (bon as pa(£ble into 

Jtaly, declaring, that they had no oqc^ion for 

^ny foot: that Lentulus bad afiqred thei(n froo^ 

the Sibylline books, and the ^nfwers of Sooth- 

(styers^ that he was the third Coradius, w^ >jf5^5 

deflined to be mafter of Rome, as Cjii^pa;^!!?,^ 

-Sylla had been before him; and tl^at: this was t^e 

fatal year marked for the d^riB^ion pf th^:City 

and £mf>ire: that there was fome dilute, betweep 

Cethegus and the reft aboMt ^ ti<ne of Si^ingyXlffi 

city ; for while the reft were for fixing it c^\ the 

feaft of Saturn, or the iniddle.of Dectqib^r, C^« 

thegus thought th^ day tcxo remote ^nd dilatory^ 7-* 

'The letters were then produced .and opened; f^ft 

that from Cethegus; a,nd upqn fbowif^g him' the 

ic^, he all9We4 W to be hisj 45 :v^a& ^t^t^n wit|i 
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bis owti hand^ and addrefled to tb« Senate and 
People of the Allobrogcs, fignifying, that he 
vould make good what he had proinifed to their 
ambafladors , and entreating them a|fo to perform 
vrhat the ambdOadors had undercaked for them: 
He had been interrogated juft before, about tli# 
arms that were found at bis houfe ; to which he 
anfwcrcd, that they were provided only for his 
curiofity , for he had always been particularly fond 
of neat arms: but after his letter was read, be 
*was fo dejeded and confounded, that he had 
nothing at all to fey for himfelf — Statilius wafe 
then brought in , and acknowledged his hand and 
ieal; and when his letter was read, to the fame 
purpofe with Cethegus*s , he confbfled it to be his 
own. — Then Lentulus's letter- was produced, 
arid his fcal likcwife owned by him ; which Cicero 
perceiving to be the head of his grand-fatbei^, 
could not help expoftulating with him, that the 
Veiry image of fucH an anceftor,' fo ^usarkabte 
tor ar Itrfgular love' of his fcountry , had not ipeclaim- 
ed^^bim from bis traiterous defigns. His letter was 
of tJje'^fenre im^bit with the other- two; hut hav- 
ing^ leave* to fpeak for himfelf, he 4it firft dented 
the whtfe ^cfcargg; and began to queftion the am- 
baffaddrs ahd ViUfuWiis, what bufinefs they ever 
liad^^itli him,' and on what occafion they canac. 
to^his houfe; to- which they gave clear anddiftinft 
anfwcirs; fignifyinrg'bywhom, and BoSv often they 
had been introduced, to hii!n ; -^nd then afloed him 
In'tHclr' turn , whetfidrhe had.ri^ver mentioned any 
thing to them abbut the *SibylIfce Oracles ; ujpoh 
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wiiich being confoonded, or infatuated rather by 
the fenfe of hiaguiit, he gave 'a remarkabie proo^ 
as Cicero fays, of the great force of confciencc; 
for not only bis uTual parts and eloqaepce, but 
biV impudence too, in which be oqtdid all men, 
quite fsukd him ; fo that he confefled "^bis crime, 
'to the furprife of the whole aflembly. Then 
Vulturcius defired, that the letter to Catiline, 
wJiich Lentultis bad fent by him , m^t be opene^;^ 
where Lentolus again , though greatly difordered, 
acknowledged his hand and feal : it was written 
witbouf: any nslme, but to this e^tA: ^^ You will 
t^^ know who I am ^ from him whom I have lent 
** to you. Take care to Ihow yourfelf a maa; 
*^ and recoiled in- what a fituation you are; and 
'" -confider what is now neceflary for you. Be 
^ fure to make ofe of the alfiftance of all, even 
^ of the low«ft- " ^ Gabiniuj was then introduc- 
ed , and befaaved impudently for ^ while ; but a( 
laft denied nothing of what the ambafladorscbarg- 
cd him with, 

* After the crifidinals and witnefles were witU- 
4rawn^ the Senate went into a debate upodtHe 
4fatte of the Republic , and came unanimoufly to 
the foUowing refolocions :^ That : public tfaimks 
iftoold be decreed to Cicera iot^the ampleft-moiiiBer;; . 
by wfaofe virtue , counfel, provrdance, tbe Republic 
TwasndeKvered fron> the greattft dartgefs: thktFJac- 
ctts and PontiniuS) the Praetcopd, flioiild be thanked 
iikewife for their 'vigorous and ptidduaf execbtioA 
trf Ciccro'^s Ofde^: that Artfeoiiius, the'otbeitCon- 
iul, (bould be f|:aifed, for Jb|viQg jreouoved fibm 
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kir ceunli^ all tbofe ^vho vrere concerned in tbe 
.confpiracy: ThatLeotulos, after having abdicated 
;the Fr»;tor(bip, and divefted bioofelf of his robe^, 
and Gcthegus, Statilius, and Gabinius, with their 
^, other accomplices alfo when taken, Caflius, C^ 
,parius, Furius, Chilo, Umbrenus, fliould be 
.committed to fafe cuflody; and that a public 
,thankfgiving fbould be appointed in Cicero's name, 
:ibr his having prcferved the City from a confla- 
.jgration, the Citi^ns from a maflacrc» and Italy 
from a war^*'. 

The Senate being difmiOed, Cicero went du 
K&ly into the Roflra, and gave the people an 
.account of the whole proceeding , in the manner 
j» it is juft related ; where be obferved to them , 
- ^ that the thankfgiving decreed in his name was 
'!^ the firft which had ever been dtoreed to any 
** man in the gown; that all other thankCgiv"- 
** ings had been appointed for fome particular 
>^' ferviceli to the Republic, this alone for £iving 
" it"*: that by the feizure of thcfe accomplices, 
^* all Catiline's hopes were blafted at once; for 
^.wben he was driving Catiline out of the cit/, 
<^* he forefaw , that if he was once removed., 
>V there would be hothing to apprehend from the 
^ drowfinefs of Lentulus , the ^t of Caffius, otr 
^* the ralhnefs of ' Cethegus : -f^ that Catiline was 
** the life and^foul of 'the confpiracy; who' never 
*' took a thing to.be done, becaufe he had order- 
f^ed.it; but. always followed, foliated, and iaw 
-^Vit doiie hinrfidf: that if he had not driven .him 
/^ from his feqret plots i^ito open tebcllion/hfe 
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^ could never have delivered the Republic from 
'*^ it's dangers, or never at leaft with fo much eafe 
** and quiet : that Gatilijie would not have named 
^* the faul day for their deftrudion fo long before* 
*^ hand; nor ever fuffered his hand and feal to be 
*t brought againft him, as the manifeft proof of 
'* his guilt; all which was fo managed in his 
*^ abfence , that no theft in any private houfo 
" was ever more clearly deteded than this whole 
^^ confpiracy: that all this was the pure cffed 
*^ of a divine influence ; not only for it's being 
** above the reach of human counfcl, but be^ 
^* caufe the Gods had fo remarkably interpofed 
^' in it, as to fhow themfelves almoft vifibly: 
*^ for not to mention the nightly ftreams of light 
'* from the weftern flcy, the blazing of the hea^ 
" vcns, flaflies of lightning « earthquakes, &cj 
** he could not omit what happened two years 
*' before, when the turrets of the Capitol were 
** ftruck down with lightning; how the footh« 
** fayers « called together from all Etruria , de* 
'* clared that fire, flaughter, the overthrow of the 
** laws, civil war, and the ruin of the city were 
" portended , unlels fome means were found 
** out of appeafing the (jods: for which pur* 
*^ pofe they ordered a new and larger ftatue of 
*' Jupiter to be made , and to be placed in a po« 
? fition contrary to that of the former image, 
•• with it's face turning towards the caft; inti- , 
** mating, that if it looked towards the rifing^ 
'' Sun, the Forum, and the Senate -houfc, thea 
^* all plots againft the ftat% would be deted^ed 
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^ io evidently , that all the world Oiould fee them r 
^ —that upon this anfwcr, the Confuls of that 
•* year gave immediate ordert for making and 
•* jilacing the (latue ; but from the flow progrefs 
•* of the work, neither they, nor their fucceflbrs, 
" nor he himiclf j could get it finiOied till that 
** very day; on which , by the fpecial influence 
** of Jupiter , while the confpiratot^ and witnefles 
" were carried through the Forum to the Teitiple 
*• of Concord, in that very moment the ftatue 
** was fixed in it's place ; and being turnisd to look 
" uport theto arid the Seriate, both they and the 
^ Senate faw the whole confpiracy detedled. 
" And can any man," fays he, ** be fuch an enemy 
" to truth, fo rafli, fo mad , a§ to detiy^ that all 
** things which we fee , and above all, that this 
" city is governed by the power and providence 
•^ of the Gods "' ? " He proceeds to obferve ^ ** that 
^ the confpifators muft needs be under a divine 
" and judicial infatuation, and could neW have 
•* trufted affairs and letters of fuch tnoment to 
" men barbarous and unknowti to them, if the 
** Gods had not confounded their fcnfes : and that 
" the ambafladors of a nation fo difaffeded, and 
** fo able and willing to make war upon them , 
*^ fliould- flight the hopes of dominion, and the 
** advantageous offers of men of Patrician rank , 
** muft needs be the effedl of a divine interpofition^ 
.*»** cfpecially when they might have gained thcit 
•• ends, not by fighting, but by holding their 
^* tongues. " He exhorts them therefore, "to 
^ celebrate that thankfgiving-day religioufly with 
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** tiicir wifcs and childfcn"'. That for all bi$ 
** pains and fervices ht defired no' other Reward 
** or honor, but the perpetual remembrance ol 
'^ that day: in this he placed all his triumphs 
" and his glory, to have the memory of that day 
" eternally propagated to the fafety of the City, 
*^ and the honor of his ConfuKbip; to have it 
** remembered,. that there were two citizens living 
'^ at the fam^ time in the Republic, the one of 
" whom was terminating thf extent of the, empire 
*^ by the bounds of the horizon itlclf ; the other 
** preferving the feat and^ centre of that empire "^ 
** That his cafe however was differeiit from that 
** of their Generals abroad, who, as foon as they 
'*^ had conquered their enemies , left theni ; whcre- 
f* as it was bis' Ibt to live ftill among thofe whoni 
** he had fubdued : that it ought to be their cztt 
" therefore to fee, that the malice of thofe enemies 
1* fhould not hurt him; and that what he had 
** been doing for their gobd ibould not redound 
'^ to his detriment; though as td him(elf« he had 
^* no caufe to feat any thing, fince he ihoukl be 
** proteded by the guard of all honeft men , by 
**^ the dignity of the Republic itfelf, by the power 
'' of codfcience ; which all thofe muft needs violate, 
" who fliould attempt to injure him: that he would 
** never yield therefore to the audacioufnefe of any, 
** but even provoke and attack all the wicked and 
^ the profligate: yet if all their ragfc at laft, ^hen 
•* repelled from the people , (bould turn fingly uporr 
^^ him , they (hould confider what a difcouragement 
^' it would be hereafter to thofe, vrhoJOiould 
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** ci^pok tbeoilelves to dang:er for tbeir fafety. -i 
** That for his part, he vrould ever fupport and 
^ defend in his private condition what he had 
^* aded in his Confulfhip , and (how, that what 
*' he had done was not the effed of chance » but 
" of virtue: that if any envy fhould be llirred up 
^ againft him, it might hurt the envious, but 
" advance his glory.— Laftly, fince it was now 
'* night, he bad them all go home^ and pray to 
** Jupiter the guardiag of them and the city ; and 
^' though the danger was now over , to keep the 
** fame watch in tbeir houfes as before, for fear 
'* of any furprife ; and he would take care , that 
'* they fliould have no occafion to do it any longer."* 
While the prifoners were before the Senate, 
Cicero defired fome of the Senators, who could 
write Qiottflh^nd , to take notes of every thing that 
was (aid ; and when the whole examinatibn was 
finiflied and reduced into an ad ^ he fet all the 
clerks at work to ttanfcribe copies of it, which he 
diQ>erfed prefently through Italy and all the Pro- 
vinces, to prevent any invidious roifreprefentation 
of what was fo clearly attefted and confefled by 
the criminals tbemfelves"% who for the prefcnC 
were committed to the free cuftody of the IVIagi& 
trates and Senators of their acquaintance "* , till 
the Senate fhould come to a final refolution about 
theih. All this paflfed on the third of December, 
a day of no fmall fatigue to Cicero, who, from 
l)reak of day till the evening , feems to have been 
engaged without any refrefhment, in examining 
the witnefTes aild the criminals ; and procuring the 

decree 
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tranfadi^ nW c A« . |)!WpIe * > ivbilj wc*e w airing i cm 
tbftt fHit-p^Cfe^Hi c*be JRdrito^ Tfee fatn<r iwght. his 
^i{< T«rw*Wfc .^th Ihc: VaSftal Virgiiia and ,tlm 
jiriflfipiUiiarttrWt erf: Raf«i^;'i*w perfdhrltiKg a.ti: 
IWM, MOTfdwgL lii, imttaalr»icitfloiD ^* tboli^^^c; 

UQtt^W (kH^otP fmti.xif^^ Chimed j^ and Itittitl^at) 

^Wt\ k<mSp t :^4^fd(fM :fflJetirft; Ui k i^bBk>ut'Hp 
VFb^e il»i^ ^^ifel^-Gcwicil of . frierida |cT bejait 
t0 ;detijbec«ii9;^febeiik^ ^Jb mothbd:. oif Ipctm/buig jchd: 

lv»:^nt*fi|>toibgy/:.3whKh: hid juft ihfppAie^ 

tbh?:: iftffe nf)fe;45hf ftliat i&ftD^gljr: ittitiha^ h bri^hd 
flilil^ rifttted %t^^ ibe^.aibesj:to thfilatfto- 

iiminiQot.d£ tHo compathjr.; ttpon MrhicktheV^eftdf; 
Ijkgin^fwit Jbfttiii^af^^ tfrjrqquSrc faim.toi)nirfeKlj 
"^lia^ Jit Imi. tlitoitti l^Vrftkistughtj., l&r>thav9obd^ 
9lf h^s p0fiMf$ri:ii]hQ^^60j$dcle£^ Ivjr this figh hs^ 

HfJftft iipkojejSted bfttv^tci^ -CBdcr<a -and Terentia^. 
iHiofii:fiftcr-4iJcewife!beii^. qiie of fhc- Veftal 
Vtijginaf Aodiiit^sing the diiredfido >of the i«rhottt( 

^at had been prmttdj .cqticfftiaed amongft tihttiit&i 
Hot it !met (A gitat ^fc; ta Cicero^ to poflels cbd? 
tmndsof (the peqpkr^ as ftron^y as: he ooatd , ^limh^^ 
aa apt3xehenfictfk* of. theif - danger , for th^ fake oft 
Vol* I. P 
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difpofing them die nuite eafily tb apprdve tb^ 
refolotion , that he had' already t^keft in his own* 
iDihd , of putting the confpiratort to 'd^ath. 

The day following, die Sieoa(e Ordered jpublicf 
rewards to the Ambafiadors and VoltUtcius for their 
iiithfai difeovcrics''".; and by the vigor of their 
proceedings Cceined to ibow an intention of treat* 
ing their prifoners with, the hR, fevtmy. - The* 
dtyiiathe mean while- was planned with the ru* 
mbr offccfb plots, Jobmed bf the ffav^ and depend* 
ents ofiiLcntulus^ and CethegUs for Yhe^^ue of 
their Matters '**; which obliged Cicero tO rein- 
fbrbe :^his guards^ and for die preVtocion of all 
(sicbattesDpts^ to put «n end> to the wbole affair, 
by briijging- the qdettion ofc'cheir^ putfflmienc/ 
>irithQut fartljer deiay; before the Senads; which 
faeTummoned for^that purpofe tife fiekt^ niorhingj 
oThe debase was of great delicacy sind import*' 
ahd^;v to decide/ upc^n the lives) of citizens of 
the ' iir(l < rank* Cgpkal puniOimeots were rare 
ahdeyer odious in Kokne, xwhofe^ laMri w)ere of 
all others the lead iahguinary; baniifaiffetit, witi^ 
confifcation of goods, being the ordinary punilh't!; 
ment for Uie greateft crimes, . The Senate ^indeed, 
a$ it has l>een (aid above , in cafes of fudden and^ 
daiigefous tumuhs:,^ claimed Uie. prenagaUve hi' 
pdnifhing the leaders with death by the ^uthority^ 
afndieir own decrees : but this w^i lookM ^poa: 
SiSrrA ttrietch of power ,, «and an . inhingeioient ol 
the rights of the people; which nothing could« 
excufe, but the neceffity of tim^, and the eiccre^* 
mijty.bf. danger, f^r there waiaa old law of ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



mc T. cic ERa %it 

forciusLaeca, a Tribune*«bi(diigraatc4 tditU irU 
niioals capiully coodemned ab ailpeal eatiApeo^I^j 
and a later -ontcTof G. G/aicchii$r;'.:ta> prohibit: .fbe 
taking away the life of a;n)e ciAizt» wiil^ut^ fatmil 
hearing beiore the people'*': fo; thatiome Sefai* 
tors who had concurred in all the ^nevijotusi de- 
bates, withdrew thenifdves from' this J t^ thov/ 
fhsir diflike of what tjicy cjqjcded to be the.iCtie 
of it, and to have no baod in puttiii^ Eh>mail 
citiaens to death by a voste ;of the ScnatetH*. Her^i 
then was ground enough for Cibitx>s eoeaoiicgjtd 
^d upon,, if extreme ; methods werei fhribed'^ 
Jie himfetf.wiis aware o£:tit;,,.and fkwi^ihbatidit! 
public intcreft. called for the fevcrcft |)unifhm^t^ 
his privatie tnteren; the gentkfit; yet he ioamm' re*** 
folved to faerifice all reginrd^ fbr.his> own qiiictftcy 
the. confideratic/n: of .public firfet)^. en Oj 'ji>(y '' 
As foon therefore as he had moved llbo^iqdiefi^ 
tion, what ^as: to be done with the confpihMldts; 
Silanus the Conful elei^, being called upon to 
fpeak thcifirfl, adyifed ,. that thofe who.weil^duia 
in cuftody^ with the reft wha ihould i^tsd^rdm 
be taken, Ibould all be pdtto death'". Tctfthis^t 
who fpoke after him readily aflEented, rdlLit dinicr 
to J. C%far, then Praetor eled,< who iB>an e|egan|r 
and elaborate fpeech, /'^tfeited that' ^^xnionv 
" not as cruel; fince death, he feid, wds not a 
^' puniQiment, but reliei to Jthe mifesllUe ,> f and' 
** left no fenfe either, of :gbod. or ill beypnd 
" it; but as new and illegal, and coatr^r^.tal 
*' the conftitution of the Bjcpublip : aJbdtctJbcii:^h; 
** the.heioou&eis .of th^.icrimlEr vroukl 'jhRify^wmff, 
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i^^ffee Jtiite; atid tbt ialutaty cife 6f arbitrary 
!^:;^c]t«'eii'm' gcibd hands/ had bctt% tht caufe o( 
Vtsht^ mifichiefs when it fell into bierdi o£ "^hicli 
iLffaei proAiccd feVeral inilatices, both iii othel^ 
'^citlfil Nfilod their own: and though no danger 
^lcoul<i be apprehended from thefe titnes, ot 
t* fuch a Conful as Gicer6; yet id other times ^ 
fv amti under another Gonfuly ^h^n the fword 
fh^Dlr&s. bnce drawh hy a' decree of ithe Senate ^ 
it:m\aaaaL cooM pfotnife )Vhat mifchief it might 
i^io0^ii% hefatt ii ^ts iheathed agiin: his opi^ 
K:jiioifiHtheiafore was ^ that the eftatit^ of the conl» 
V Ipirators jfhbnld be confifcated ^ and theJr peJ* 
*> fona clofely confined in the (Wong Towns of 
1' . Italjsf ilQd> that it Ibould be ^jraii^al lb;* any 
** orfc to move the Senate >or the peo^ple for any 
^ &pro^?6otrards them ^'\ 

; Thcfe^ltwo.contraty opliniotis b^ing propbfed^ 
ibe Mtt ^ntRibn was ^ Which of tbedci fbookl 
taJpiphDee: Ca^fars had inade a great ioipreffioit 
^ti:tl^ aiKentbljr y and daggered ev^n Sihmus^ wb<f 
tjk^gaii.tb: excuie and mhigate the feyerity of his 
1tml?/V;; ^and Cicero's friends were going fbr^f 
itrardiy^ mt^it, as likdy- to create the leaft trouble 
tfy Cidcfor hijoafelf^ fot Whpfe fntute peace and 
^fetjrj they .begart to be folicitous *^': when 
Cicero '^Merving the ihclmacion of the houfe, and 
rifin^^tp to put thjp cftieftioh, made bis fourth 
ipeedhv^iii^iicb now ^remains, on the fubjedl at 
thi$ itiJinih^Uon $ in ^ which he delivered his fenti- 
Ii|(ei^i9fitb M xh^iMlimh of the^ OiaMt ^dt 
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the Statefman i ^nd while be feemed td Ibovr a jl^ct^ 
fed neutrality, and to give equal cotnmendatlort 
to both the ppinions, was aftfiilly laboring all 
the while to turn the fcale in favor of SilanUs>, 
yrhich be cpnfidered as a neceffary example < of 
fcverity iq the prefent circumftances of the Republics 
He declared, "That thpugh it W2|s a pleafure 
** to him to obferve the concern and (blicitudt 
^' which the Senate had expreffed on his^ccount^ 
^* yet he begged of dicn^ to lay it all afide, andj^ 
" without any regard to him ♦ to think only of 
** therafelves and their families: that he wai 
** willing tofuffcr any perfecution, if by his 'la*- 
^ bors he could fecure their dignity and fafetyl 
^- that his hfe had been often attempted in the 
•* Foruta, the field of Mars, the Senaite, iiii 
^* owp houfe, ?nd in bis very bed: that fof 
^ their quiet he had digeded many thingi 
^ againd his will without fpealcing of them i 
*^ but if tjie Gods would grant ifluc to hit 
" Confulfhip , of faving thetn frpm a maflaere i 
*• the city from flames, all Italy from war, lei 
** what fate foever attend him(elf, he would ba 
♦• content with it "^ " He 'preffes thenfi, thereforo 
tp 'Uurn their whole care upon the State: that it 
** was not a Gracchusf, ot a Saturniu\w , whet 
** was now in judgment before tbcn^ ; but Traijf 
** tors, whofe defign it was to dejlroy t^ic City 
** by fire, the Senate and People by a maffacre } 
** who had foUcited the Gauls and the very flavcfli 
•* to join with them in their tfeafoo, pf which 
*^ they had aU bce^ convifted by letters, han4s^ 
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'** feftls/aod their own confeflions '**. That the 
** Senate , by feveral previous* ads , had already 
5* condemned them; by their public thanks to 
^'him; by depofingLentulus from' his Pnetorfhip; 
** by committing them to cuftody; by decreeing a 
*^ tbankfgiving; by rewarding the witneffes: but as 
^ if nothing had yet been done, he rcfolved to 
^ jpropofe to them anew the queftion both of the 
" fad and the punifhment: that whatever they 
^ intended to do , it mud be determined before 
^ night : for the mifchicf was fpread wider thaa. 
^ they imagined; had not only infeded Italy ^ 
*' but croffed the Alps , and feized the Provinces : 
" that' it was not to be fuppre(fed by delay and 
^ irrefolution , but by quick and vigorous mea- 
^ fures **' : that there were two opinions now 
^ brfore them; the firft, of Silanus, for putting 
*' the criminals to death; 4he fccond, of Caefar^ 
^* who, excepting death , was for every other 
^ way of punilhinjj ; each , agreeably to his digni- 
" ty, and the imporfance of the caufe, was for 
^ treating them with the laft feverity , the one 
^ thought, that thofc, who had attempted to 
* deprive them all of life, and to extinguifli the 
^ 'very name of Rome, ought not to enjoy the 
^ benefit of living a moment; and he had (howed , 
** withaU th^t this puniftment had often been 
•* inflidcd oh fcditious citizens: the other imagin« 
** ed, that death was not defigned'by the Gods 
** for a punifhment , but the cure of our miferies; 
** fo that thie wife never fuffered it unwillingly, 
•* the brave often fought it voluntarily; but that 
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** bonds and imprifonmcnt, cfpccially if pcrpe- 
*• tuai , were contrived for the punifliment oif 
*• deteftabic crimes: thefe dicreforc he ordered 
^' to be provided for them in the great Towns 
'* of Italy : yet in this propofal there feemed to 
•** be fomc injuftice, if the' Senate was to impofe 
•* that burden upon the Towns , or fome dif- 
*• liculty, if they were only to defirc it : yet if 
*• they thought fit to decree it, he would under- 
** take to find thofe, who wouW not refufe to 
'* comply with it for the public good : that Caefar 
" by adding a penalty on the Towns if any of 
** the criminals fho.uld cfcape, and enjoining fo 
** horrible a confinement, without a poffibility of 
** being releafed from it, had deprived them ot 
** all hope, the only comfort of unhappy mor- 
'*' tals : he had ordered their eflates alfo to be con- 
'^ fifcated, and left them nothing but life; which 
^* if he had taken away, he would have eafed 
^ them at once of all farther pain , either of mind 
^* or body: for it was on this account that the 
** ancients invented thofe infernal punifhments of 
*' the dead ; to keep the wicked under fome awe 
" in this life , who withqvt them would have no 
" dread of death itfelf '*V That for his own 
*' part; he faw how much it was his intereft tbat 
^Vthey fliould follow Caefar's opinion, who had 
^ always purfucd popular nieafures; and by being 
^ the author of that vote , wOuId fecure hini from 
^' any attack of popular envy; but if they foHow- 
^ ed Silanus's , he did not know what trouble it 
^ might create to himfelf ; yet that the fervice of 

P4 
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^, tbcR^epublic ought to Xuptffiedc^iU coofi^crationt 
-^ of his^iii^ger: tl»at Caelar^ by this ,propo(al« 
^ Jiad given tbeai a perpetual pledge. of bis a&dioa 
^ to, tbe State; and plowed the iiSttt,n^ betweea 
f, tbe affeded lenity oJF their daily declaifners aii4 
^ anund truly popular^ which fought nothing but 
^ therealgoodof the people: that he could not bul' 
f obfcrve, that one of thofc » who valued themfelves 
*^ on boipg popular, had ^bfente(| himfelf £rom this 
*^ day's debate^ that jhe might not give a vott 
upon tbe life of a oi^^en ; yet by concurring witb 
^ them in all their previous votes, he bad already 
^ pafled a judgcuent, oq the merits of the caufei 
f that as to ^e objpAion urged by CaeCur, of 
f^Gracchu5*$ law, forbidding to put Citizens to 
^ death, it fhould be reipeinbered, that thofe^ 
^ who were adjudged tq be enemies, could noi 
^ longer be confidered as. Citizens ; and . that the 
^ author of that law had himfelf fuffered death by 
^^ the order of the people, that fince Cx(ar, a 
^ man of.fo mild and merciful a temper » had pro* 
^^ pojed fo fevere a puniihment, if they fliould 
^^ pals it i^to an ad, they would give hiip a partr 
^ ner 2|nd companion, who would ^ftiiy him 
^' to the people; but if they preferrt4 Silanus's 
^ opinion^ it would he eafy ftill to defend both 
^ them and himfelf, from any icpputation of 
^ cruelty: for he would mainuin it, after 'all, 
^ to be the gentler of the two ; and if hc feeni<y 
^ ed to be ipore eager than ufual in this caufe^ 
^ it was not from any (evcrity of temper, fo» 
^^ no mai^ had lels of it, but out of pure human! t)f 
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•and clemency."— Tiicn after forming a moft 
dreadfpl iro^c of ?tjie city reduced to aflies^ 
^* of heaps of fl^ugbtered citizens^ pf the cric^ 
^* pf mothers and their infants, the violation oi 
f^ the VeftaJ Virgins, a?id the confpirators infolcing 
^^ over the ruins of their country;'^ he affir^is it 
to be " the greateft cruelty to the Repul^lic ,« tq 
^ fiiqw ^ny lenity to the authors of fuch horrid 
^' wickedncfsj unleft they would call L. C^faf 
.^^ cruel, for declaring the other day in the Senate « 
^ tb^t Lentulus, ^ho was his filler's hu|band^ 
^^ had deferv^ to die; that they ought to be 
^^ ahraid rather of being thpught cruel for a re* 
^^ miflhefs of punifhing, than for any feverity 
^^ which could be u^ed againd fuch outrageous 
^^ enemies: th^t he would not conceal from then^ 
# what he had heard to be propagated through 
^ the city, that they had not.^u^cient force tq 
^' fupport and execute their feptence^*** : but ho 
^^ affured them that all things of that kmd were 
** |fuJly provided ; that the whole bocfjr of th« 
'' people was ^(Tembled for their defence ; that th^ 
^* Forum, the Tepiples, and all the avenues of 
V the Senate were poffeffed by their friends; 
*• that the Equeftrian order vied with the Senate 
^* itfelf in their ^eal for t^e Republic; wboip, 
f after a diffcnfion of many years , that day's 
" caufe had entirely reconciled and united with 
^f them; and if that union, which his Conftil^ 
^' fhip had confirmed, was preferved and per* 
f' petuated, he was confident, that no civil of 
? doipeftip evil cpwl4 ever again ^iftu^b t|i?fl|^'^*^ 
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^« That if any of them were (hocked by the re- 
^' port of Lentultis's agents running up and 
^ down the ftreets, and foliciting the needy and 
" filly to make fome effort for his refcue ; the fad 
^' indeed was true , and the thing had been at- 
* tempted ; but not a man was found fo defpe* 
^* rate, who did not prefer the pofleflion of his 
^ fhed, in which he worked, his little hut and 
** bed in which he flept , to any hopes of change 
** from the public confufion : for atl their fub- 
'* fiftence depended on the peace and fulnefs of 
'* the city ; and if their gain would be interrupted 
** by fhutting up their fhops, how much more 
*• would it be fo by burning them?— Since the 
•* people then were not wanting in their zeal and 
** duty towards them , it was their part not to be 
^^ wanting to the people ■*'• That they had 9 
** Cbnful fnatched from various dangers and the 
** jaws of death, not for the propagation of his 
" own life, but of their fecurity; fuch a Confut, 
•• as they woufd not always have, watchful for 
** them, regardlefs of himfelf: they had alfo, 
^ what was never known before , the whole Ro- 
** man people of one and the fame mind: that they 
*' fliould refled how one night had atmoft demo- 
" lifhed the mighty fabric of their empire, raifed 
" by fuch pains and virtue of men , by fuch favor 
** and kindnefs of the Qods: that by their beha- 
" viour on that day they were to provide, that 
** the fame thing fhould not only never be at- 
** tempted , but not fo much as thought of again 
••* by any citizen '**. That as to himfeJf , though 
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** he had tiow drawn upon hini the enmity of the 
*' whole band of confpifators , he looked upon 
" them as a bafc, abjed, contemptible fadlion; 
*' but if, through the madnefs of any, it Ihould 
** ever rife again , fo as to prevail againft the Senate 
** and the Republic, yet he fliould never be in- 
•* duced to repent of his prcfent condudl ; for 
** death , with which perhaps they would threaten 
•' him; was prepared for all men; but none ever^ 
" acquired that glory of life, which they had con- 
" ferred upon him by their decrees: for to all 
** others they decreed thanks for having ferved the 
** Republic fuccefsfully ; to him alone for having 
** faved it. He hoped therefore , that there might 
*' be fome place for his name among the Scipios, 
** PauUus, Marius , Pompeys; unlefs it were^ 
* thought a greater thing to open their way to 
" ftew provinces, than to provide that their cdn-, 
" querors ihould have a home at laft to return to:, 
" that the condition however of a foreign vidoVy 
" was much better than of a domeftic one; fince, 
" a foreign enemy, when conquered, was either 
^ made a flave or a friend: but when citizens 
" once turn rebels, and are baffled in their plots, 
^ one can neither keep them quiet by force, nor 
" oblige them by favors : that he had undertaken 
^^ therefore an eternal war with all traiterous citi* 
^ zens ; but was confident, that it would never 
" hurt either him or his, while the memory of 
** their paft dangers fubfifted , or that there could 
^* be any force ftrong enough to overpower the, 
^ prefent union of the Senate and the Knights '*'; 
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^ Tfcat in Sen tlierefere of the commsmd ni wnmtn 
^ and proviocet, which he had declined; td a 
^ Triumph and all other honors^ which he had 
^ refufcdi be fequiied nothii^ more from thern^ 
^ than the perpetual remerobiance of his ConfuUhip) 
" while that continued fixed in their minds , he 
^ (bould think himfelf impregnable : but if the 
^ violence of the fadious ihould ever (kfeat hit 
^ hopes , hp recomipended to him his infamt fon^^ 
^ and trufted , that it would be a fufficient guards ^ 
^ not only of his lafety , but of his dignity , tOt 
^ have it remembered, that he was the fon of one» 
^ who, at the hazard of his own Hfe^ had pre* 
^ fervcd the lives of them alL" He concludes^ 
by exhorting them to '* ad with the (ame courage 
^ which they had hitherto (hown through all this 
f^ affiur^ and to proceed to fome refolute and vigoA 
^* ous dpcxtt; fince their lives and liberties, tbo 
V' (afety of the City, oi Italy, aad the yrhoU 
^* Bmpir^ depended upon it.^ 

This fpeech had the defired effed; and Cicero, 
by difcoyering bis own inclination , gave a turn to 
the inclination of the Senate i when Cato , one oi 
the new Tribunes , rpfe up, and after extolling 
Cicero to the (kies '*' , and recommending to the 
^(Tembly the authority of his exarople ai^d JMdge- 
ment , proceeded to declare , agreeably to his tempec 
and principles, " That he was furprifcd to fee any 
*^ debate about the puniihment of men , who bad 
'* begun an adual war againft tbeir coyntry : tbal 
^* their deliberation Oiould be , how to fecurc themi 
^* (elves again{l them , rather than how tq puniil^ 
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-^ tkeoi : Uiai bito crim^ Hiight be punifted 
'i^ after tafmHiffiod, but unlefs this ^^s prevented 
^.before it^s effed, it would be vaiii t6 feek i 
^^ roBiedy afQer; tbxt the debate, tiral libt abouk 
^* tBe pttblio fftWtiuei , or tbe opprefiions of tfa6 
^ dHies.^ biii abdiic thtit oifta lives and libetde^i 
^^ tkot about the drlcipHneor manners of the city'^ 
^* on which he had often delivered his mind in that 
^^ place ; not about tbe greatnefs or profpeHty ol^ 
** their edipircf , btit Whether they or their ehemie^ 
^'Mflhoilld poflels that empire ; and in fuch a cats 
f^ there cotlld be do toom for tikticy : that they* 
'^^had long ikice Joft a«id confoonded the tru6 
'* imrnes of things ; to give aWay other pe6flt'k 
V mofley- Was -called generofity^' and to attenhpi 
^^ what Was: criminal) , fortitude. Bpc if they mu(l 
4 needs be genetous ^ let it be from the fpoib of 
*^<.the allies ^ if merciful ^ to the plunderers of thi 
^* tteafilty 4 bitt ktthetiH nc3^ be pftkligal of the 
'^ blood of Chi^en^., and by fparing a few bad 
^ deftroy aU the good : That Osefcr indeed had 
*^ fp^ken Well' ^ gravely tOiicerning life and 
^ death ; takiiig all infernal punifhments kk i 
*^ fididn ; and cttdering tbe criminals therefore td 
^ be corifined in, the corporate Towns: as if there 
^ was not more danger from tbedi in thofe Towns « . 
V ^ than in Rome'itfelf ; and more encouragement 
^ W the attempts of the de^erate , where there 
^ was lefs fttength to refift them ; to that his prc^ 
<^ pofelcOald^<tf noufe , if be was really afraid 
^ of tbeaii :.biitil']ci tbe general fear he alone had 
^ none « there w» the more reafoi^ for M die reft 
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^ to be afraid foe tliecnfelvci' : » dot. they wcrt 
f^ not delibcratiiig on the fate oaly of the ooofpi- 
f^ rators , but oC :Gatilioe's whole army , whidi 
.^•WQuld be a{iiiiiattdx)r dejedied in-proportion to 
^ the vigCMT or remiflhefs of their: decrees : That 
f^ it wis not the 9r0i6 of their ftoceftors., wkic^ 
^ made Rome {q great , but .their d^ipUne and 
^ 'manners, which were now depraved! and corrupt* 
^^ ed : that in the extremity of danger itwa$ aihame 
'^ t9 fee them fo- indolent and. irreferfute, wanting 
f^ for each /Other to fyc^k firft; and trufting^ like 
^< womcQ 9 tp the Gods, without doftig a^ny^ihing 
^^ for tbemfelves : that Uic help of the GodS^'^wa^ 
/^ not- to be obtained by idle vows and fopplica- 
f^ tions: that fucceis attended the vigilant, the 
^ adive 9 the provide/it ; and when people gaVe 
^^ tbemfelves up to flbth and laiioe(s , it was ki 
^Vyjiii for them to pray ;.. they.. wo^kl find'th^ 
"Gods, angry with fcbem .: that ithr flagitious iivei 
i^ of the criminal's confuted . eyjsry argument of 
giUparcy , th#;jCa((iUfie^ vrafc hoyeiibig over .them 
,^\-with an aiimy: while his aec^mpliciesiirere ^tbin 
f: ^be walls , and in the very heart of thd city ; 
^:fp thati^ wb^tev^r tb^y idctcnoiided , it could 
'^' /)Ot be k-ept fcqret, .which made at the more 
f* peceffary to d^t^rmine quiddly^. vWherefore 
^ his opinion wa&^ that Odce* the^ criminals had 
^ b^n convid^^d , bo^h by . teftiqiooy and their 
5[ pwn confeflgqn^ , '^f ^a. det^ftabie treafon againft 
^^ the Republic/^ tb^y ibould iiuffidri the punifh- 
5S m^nt of death , according to.tlcjcidloin of tbeiir 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M. T. CICERO. d2a 

date's autboi^ity » ad<ted to the iropreflion Avhich 

Cicero had already^ made , put an end to the 

debate ; and the Senate applauding his vigor and 

refekition ; relblved upon a decree in confequencd 

iol it '**. And though Silanus had firft propofed 

^at opinion , and was foUoweci in' it by all the 

Confular Senators, yet they ordered the decide to be 

idrawn in Cato's words , becaufe he had delivered 

liinifelf more fully and explicitly upon it thaii any 

of them "*. The vote was no fooner pafled , thjlA 

'Cicero refolved to put it in execution , left the 

tiight , which was coming on , ihould produce an^ 

jjcw difturbance : he went direiUy therefore froni 

the Senate , attended by a numerous guard of 

ibiends and .citizens , and took Lentulus from the 

cuftody of his kinfman Lentulus Spintheir, "and 

eooveyed him through the Forum to the cotUihon 

prifon , where he delivered him to the executioner!?:, 

\9ho prefcntly ftrangled him. The other confpira- 

tors y Gptbegus^ Statilius and Gabinius , were con-* 

duded to their execution by the Pfsetors, arid pot 

ta death in the fame manner, together yrith Cepa- 

tius , the only one of their accomplices who was 

taken after the examination ***. When the affailr 

was over, Cicero was conduced honae in a kfndof 

ukimph by the whole body of the Senate and^tWe 

JCnights ; the ftreets being all illuminated , anVi the 

iwdmen and diildren at the' windows , and on the 

tops of houfcs , to fee him pafs along through infinite 

acclamations of the multitude proclaiming him thei): 

Javiour and* deliverer '". :..> 

Thi^ was thefifih of December, thofe d^rzitt^ 
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^am^ i of l^hich Ciccin> <ifed t<^ Mft pf lb dock 
i^yer after « a$ the ttio(l £k>fiou$ {fo)r of ))i$|lifei.«pjl 
^t is ceruin » tliat Rome Vras iiHk)H$4 to bim 60 (hif 
day for oae of the greateft deliy^mnfiPl .whick ii^ 
baci ever recfivcd fiapcU*^ ftmiHUtionf andyrbipli 
jQOtbing perhaps buA b}$ vigilaDi:^ a^d (agalcjty cpvM^ 
iu>rc Xp bapp^y e|ef^ : for from tJbe Brft alaitt 
jo^ tbe plot « he aevf r refted oight or day tM h^ hwA 
^ot fulIini^r0Aai;i(m of .the;cait»94s aoticooafids of tb( 
/joofpirators "* : by MfrKich he eif^y b^Wed aUtihtir 
j>rojrd^ ,, aod play^ ^iji^itb theih as :i)^ jptkafod^ aii4 
t^khout any i:iac to the public couki dravr ibeiiL 
on j^uft far enough to make .^hQicgi^ mamif^fti^ 
^d;t;beir ruin ineviuble, Bq( hja pft^er r.piAtii 
.\v^s the driving Caulin^ wi of JR^i^ime^ and tbiifirit 
jbun a| it vrere intp a reboUioo btforel it ^9i ripeji 
^4lop^ that by carryit)g out ;ift^(;h him his 40^ 
complices 1 h^rwould clfcar the ci^ ai onc^ of the 
V^KSile fadioa; or by leaving them behind wi^ 
.out bis bead to manage them , ¥roukl ex[><)fe them 
4X1 lure dellru^Uon by their own folly i for Catiltncts 
chief thift, \lras not on the open force \trhich he 
^ad provided in^ the field , out ob the fycoeSi 
of his leCret prac^ces in Rome> and on making 
himlelf mafter pi th^ city ; the credit of ^faich 
/Would have engaged to him. of cootie all the 
.meaner forti and induced all othen through Italyi* 
ifrho wiflied welt to hi^ caufe « to declare fw him 
immediately \ fo that when tbi$ apprehenfion tiw 
over ^ by t^e fei^iire And punilhment of his aflb» 
ciates, the Senate thought the daoger at an ernt^ 
jimd t^ th«y haiH.Mitbiag.more M sift ^ t]iut to 

vote 
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rote thao)|:fgivings and feftivals ; looking Qpoil 
Catiline's ymy as a crew only of ftigjtivcR^ P5 
banditti, ^¥bonft their forces vrere fore to deftroy: 
Vhcncver they ^ould me.et^ich them. - . 

But Catiline was in contjiitioo ftiil: to make a 
ftouter refiftance than tb^y imagined : he hadfiUed 
vphis troops to the number of two legions ^or abou( 
twelve thoufand fighting men ; of which a fourth part 
only was compleiely armed , the reft'furniflied witb 
what chance offered ^ darts , lances , clubs. He re* 
£ufed atiirft toinlifl; flaves^ who flocked to him m 
great numbers , trufting to the proper ^refigth of 
bis confpiracy , and knowing that he fhouid quickly 
bavc foldiers enough , if his friends performed their 
part at home "\ So that when the Conful An* 
tonius appraiched towards him with his army , he 
ibifted his quarters , and made frequent motions 
and marches through the mountains , fometimes 
towards Gaul vftxmetimes towards the City , in ordec 
to avoid an engagement till he could hear fome new9 
from Rome : but when the fatal account came of 
the death of Lentulus and the reft , the face of bis 
affairs began prcfently to change , and bis army to 
dwindle apace » by the defertion of thofe , whom 
^e hopes of viAory and plunder had invited to 
bis capp. His firfl attempt therefore was by long 
marches and private roads through the Apennine, 
to make his efcape into Gaul : but Q, Metellus , who 
bad been fen t thither before by Cicero , ioiagining 
Ui^t.he would take that refplution, had fecuredall 
the paflcs , and polled himfelf fo advantageoufly 
with an army of three Legjon^ , that it was iqupo^bje 
Vol, I a 
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for hith to tordc his way on that fide ; whilft 
on the other , the Conful Antoniui vrith a much 
greater force Hocked him up behindhand enclofed 
him within the mountains "*. Antonius himfelf 
had no inclination to fight , or at kaft with Cati- 
Jine; but would willingly. have given him an oppor- 
tunity to efcape , had not his Quseftor Sextius , who 
wa«i Ciccro^s creature , and his Lieutenant Petreius , 
urged hi-Ti on againft his will to force Catiline to 
the neceflity of a battle *^' : who feeing all things 
defperate , and nothing left but cither to die or 
conquer, refolved to try his fortune againft An- 
tonius , though much the ftronger , rather than 
JVletellus ; in hopes ftill, that out of regard to their 
former engagements, he might poflibly contrive fome 
way at laft of throwing the vidory into his bands "*. 
But Antonius happened to be feized at that very 
time with' a fit of the gout , or pretended at lead to 
be fo , that he might have no fhare in the deflruc- 
tion of an old friend : fo that the command fell 
of coUrfe to a much better foldier and honefter 
man , Petreius , who , after a (harp and bloody 
Adion , in which he loft a confiderable part of his beli 
troops, deftroyed Catiline and his whole army , fight- 
ing defperately to the laftman"*. They all fell ia 
the very ranks in which they ftood , and , as if in- 
fpired with the genuine fpirit of theirleader , fought 
not fo much to conquer^ as to fell their Jives as 
dear a$ they could , and, as Catiline had threatened 
In the Senate , to mingle the public calamity with 
dieir own ruin. 
- Thtis cndedt this famed cohfpiracy ; in whicK 
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-forae of the greatcft men in Rome were fufpidcd 
,to be privately engaged , particularly Cl-affus and 
C«far : they were both influenced by the {^mc 
.motive, and might hope perhaps , by their intereft 
jn the city , to advance thcmfelves , in the general 
iconfufion , to that fovereign power which they 
aimed at. Craffus, who had always been Cicero's 
enemy , by an oflficioufoefs of bringing letters and 
intelligence to him during the alarm of the plot;, 
feemed to betray a confcioufnefs of fome guilt '** ; 
and Caefars whole life made it probable , that there 
coujd hardly be any plot in which he had not 
fome fhare ; and in this there was fo general « 
fufpicion upon him , efpecially after his fpecch ia 
fgvor of the criminals , that he had fome difficult/ 
to efcape with life from the rage of the Knights, 
who guarded the avenues of the Senate; where he 
durft not venture to appear any more , till he entered 
upon his Praetorfhip with the new year "'. Craffus 
was adlually accyfed by one Tarquinius, who was ' 
taken upon the road as he was going to Catiline, 
and upon promife of pardon made a difcovery of 
what he knew : where after confirming what the 
other witneiTes had depofed , he added , that he 
was fent by Craffus to Catiline , with advice to ' 
him., npt to be difcouraged by the feizure of his 
accomplices, but to make the greater hafte for that ' 
rcafon to the city, in order to refcue them, and ' 
revive the fpirits of his other friends. At the name 
of Craffus the Senate was fo fliockcd , that thcyr 
w-buld hear the man no farther; but calling upon ' 
Cjtpcro to pat*the. queftioo, and take the feofc^ ^ 
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the houfe upon it , they voted Tarquinius's evldeote 
to be lalfe , and ordered him to be kept in chaint ^ 
not to be produced again before them , till be would 
confcfs who it was that had fuborned him "*. Crat 
fus declared afterwards in the hearing of Salhift, 
that Cicero was the contriver of this affront upon 
him ^*\ But that does not feem probable; fince 
it was Cicero's conftant maxitn, as he frequently 
intitDites in his fpeeches , to mitigate and reclaim 
idl men of credit by gentle methods, rather than 
make them defpcrate by an unfeafonable feverity; 
and in the general contagion of the city, not to cut 
off, but to heal every part that was curable. So 
that when fome information was given likewife 
^gainft Cdefar, he chofe to (lifle it, and could not 
be perfuaded to charge him with the plot, by the ' 
moh preSing folicitations of Catulus and Fifo , 
who wferc both his particular enemies, the one 
for the Ibfs of the High - Friefthood , the other for 
the impeachment above mentioned '*\ 
. Whilft the fenfc of all tbefe fervices was firefli, 
Cicero was repaid for them to the full of his wilhes , 
and in the very way that he defired , by the warm 
and grateful apptaufes of all orders of the city. 
For befides the honors already mentioned, L. 
Gellius, who had been Conful andCenfor, faidin 
a fpeech totheSenate, that the Republic owed him 
a Civic Crown, for having faved them all from 
ruin'": and Catulus in a full houfe declaredhim 
the Father of his Country *''; asCato likewife did 
fromftheRoftra, with the loud acclamations of the 
whole people ^'^ : whence Fliny, in hopor of bi^ 
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memory , cries out , Hail thou , who waft firft fit- 
luted the Parent of thy Country'". TIiis title,. 
the moft glorious which a mortal can W|earf-wa& 
from; this precedent ufurped afterwards: by thofe^ 
who of all mortals deferved.it the leaft^^ tbe^Em-^ ^ 
perors; proud to «xtort fromflaves and iflatterersy ^ 
what Cicero obtained from the free vote of the 
Senate and People of Rome. 

— — — — — — Rom^ parcfitefk^ 

Roma Patretn Patria Cideronem Hbera dixit: 

Juv. 8. 

Tbee^ Cicero, Rome t»bile free^ nor yet mPbmltA ^ 
To Tyrants *»tU, thy Co$tntry's, Parint catTi, , 

All the towns of Italy followed th^ example of 
the metropolis , in decreeing cxtraordin^y honors 
to him ; and Capua in particular chofe him their 
Patron I and eredied a gilt ftatue to him"*. 

Sallu(l« who allows him the charader of an 
excellent Conful, fays riot a word of any of thefc 
hot:M>rs, nor gives him any greater fiiare of praife, 
than what could not be difliembled by a Hifto* 
rian. There are two obviops reafpns for this re- 
fervednefs; firft, the perfonal enmity^ which ac- 
cording to tradition fubfifted between, them; fc- 
condly, the time of publiihing his hiftory, in the 
reign of Auguftus , while the name of Cicero yvs^ 
flill obnoxious to envy. The other Conful A.nt<^i 
i)ius h^d bift a fqnall (har^ of tHe thanks an4 honoi:! 
which \vere decreed- upon this opcafipn; he was 
known, to have been eml^^rked m the lameicaiife 

' ' ' " 'a'j "' ■ ■"■■ 
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with Catifine , and confi'dcrcd as ading only under* 
a tutor , and doing pcnaticc as it were for paft of- 
fences Tfo that all tfie notice , which was taken of 
him bjr the Senate,* was to pay him the flight 
coiirplrtrient above mentioned , for having removed 
his- bte profligate companions from his friendfbip 
attd cduiiliris *^\ ' 

Cicero made two new laws this year; the one,' 
as it has beenfaid, againd bribery in eledioos; the 
other, to cprreft th^ ^bufe of a privilege called Le- 
gatio libera; that is, an honorary Legation or 
Embafly' , granted arbitrarily by the Senate to any 
of it's ni^mbers, when they travelled abroad on 
their prfvatc affairs , Jn order to give them a pub- 
lic charader , and a tight to be treated as AmbaC- 
fadors or Magiftrates ; wtiich, by the infolence of 
tliefe greA guefts , was become a grievous burden 
iipon all the States and Cities through which they 
pafTed- Cicero's defign .was to abolifh it; but 
being. driven from that by one of the Tribunes , 
he was. cbntent to reftrain the continuance of it, 
vbich before was ynlimited , to the term of one 
year . 

'' At his Brd entrance into his office, L, Lucullu$ 
was fnliciting the demand' of a' triumph for his 
Vidlorieii over Mittiridate$, in which he had been 
obflruded tfcrte years fiiccedively by the intrigues 
offome 6f the Magiftratcs *^* , who paid their court 
to^Qt\]p€y^ hy puEtjng this affront Upon his rival, 
^y the law and cuflom of the Republic, no Ge- 
bcrnU V/hile be wa? in adu^t command, could comq 
.Vithidth^ g.ices of Rome/ witlibat forfcidng his 
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triumph;. fb :ti]lat'Lticallu&cdiitinued ail this trnie 
in the fubuibs ^ till the: iffair;iwas decidecL ; Th4 
Senate CaVor ed ' his fuit 4 . and ' Mrerc foiiokws: i Jmr 
him'^' : ^but .coddd'oot {[nrev^t, tillJCiccrrors author 
rity at lad helped to introdtace his triiiimpbal car 
into the cityv*; making hirafome amends by this 
fervice f^rlthe injury of the Maniliaa law ^; which 
had dep^iviBi him of his Government Aftfer his 
triumph he entertained the whole Roman people 
with a fuin|)(tuous feaft , and was much care [Ted by 
the Nobility, as one whofe authority would be a 
{Proper check to the ambition and power of^Pompcy: 
t^utliaving.nbw obtained all tSe honors, which ht 
could rfeafoaaJ^Iy hope for m life, and obferving 
the ttsdbulent' anc^ diftra&cd ftate ,cf ^tfaQ.dty v lif 
rwithdrow hiibfelf not long aftettr>from |>ublic a&ks^ 
$0 fpend the rematndenotf lus days.in a/po)ite toad 
^lendidt retreat/^ V He wfts a; 'generoos fiatroo 
of'Jeahiiiig;» /and binoifelf .«iiijpentty learaedivlo 
^ha t bis: ! hoofc Sros the |Conftant refort «>f i > the 
principal fchoHs^daid Miits* of Greece and Robe^ 
where he. had jprovided.ra^cUtifurnifli^df'library ; 
:^ith porticoes iwdigaUeric^iaonixed.ior. the con& 
Venience <rf w!aUc9 and literary cdnfefencesv it 
Mrhich hne Mii^elf ured freSqueiutly to a(££b;>gi^Q^ 
im example to the world oi a lif% truly noble 
^nd: jekgai^it^ 'li. it iilid ' 1 not . he^n fuUied by tod 
gi^at<,a.tip<^u>ei df Asiatic fofcpels and JBpifuaieah 

luxury.^ ■•; r.:r ^'.'■•' 'X- :\\ . >v ^ •'• '^ r; ^ ' -i-i. 

After, tbU H(* of j&ftite^ta Lucullui, Cicem 
li^d ^n^pppOKtu^ey ^ l^eiort the o^pimioaoiM^ 

<i4 
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Coafnifiupv^iopiijr all due h(BwMikf:wtfir to ho 
hknd.Pompcy; mbo, £aochc:thSkilth Romei 
bad glorioufly fioiibed tlie.Piradc^ad tbe]Mith»- 
dskiofwivr by the ddb:%idion of Mithiidales bimv 
felf: vpoir the receipt of whikb news, tbe Set 
mte^.atithe tnotiofLof Ckero,! decreed k public 
thanlcigivin^ in bi&lname of ten days;^ which vras 
tvri(c.ra^iaig:aa.had'ev^r bteo tlocnrtd before td 
an^r^Ocfnerd , even U Martu& faimMf, for hii 
Ctmbric viAdry *'•*> - ; t • 

But before we c}f>lb the acootmt .<)( thd meino* 
lable events of this, year, we muft iKit dmft the 
iBentioiUd6 one, which diteoguiftcd it aiterw^nb 
mi a pavticalar £ra; in the annals of Rome ^^ the 
]birtbt)f;0&avius) fumamedAugi^nMsi^ which baf>> 
|yened'on die tweoc^third of Sepremiieri. Velleiiit 
fialiik ais ^cceffiontof^oiy to Cice^b'k €6n{iEd0iip ''T? 
biK it esficiies Ipeculaciotii> icither of a ddk^nt fort i 
on- the sufcmtabit niechocis ol* providence ,• and 
dke fltort iigbted polky of man ; th<^ in the nu> 
aolent when Rome ^as ptdTervtd frotai deftruAioni 
and its Hberty thought co be eftabiiflkd niore firaily 
than ever;,' an iriff^tiboittd be :d)io¥^n^ into the 
wodd, wfab/wiihin^thtixouiXd xtf tw>e«ity years; 
cffe^ed what Catitine had attempti^d/ and deftroyed 
both Cicero and the Republic. > If Rome t could 
haVe been faved by huinan counfel^ k would 
have been lavfed byuhe ifldtt of -Cicewt" hot it'^ 
dc&kiy wa^ now apprbaefaiitg : ^forOovern«n^ti$^» 
like natural bodies, have, with the principks-of 
tfaeif ^refervation ^ the) feeds of ruin alio <sfientially 
QDUtin their conftitutioft^ which aft^f/a tterta^ 
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period h9pnxo^6ip^tktt anrf Uic^rt themW^cJ t6 
tbu dtffoliiubri o* th^ir vit^l frftme. Thcfe feeds 
had feng boew foirriehdng k tho boWeh of the 
Republic; wfte^ Odavius «me, jeduliarly formed 
by nature ^nd-inftrucfted by art , to quicken their 
operation and exalt them to their maturity. ^ ^ 
Cicero's adminiftration was now at an end, 
and nothing remained but to refign the Conful- 
Ihip, according to cuftom^ in an affembly of the 
people, and to take the ufual oath, of his having 
difcharged it with fidelity. This was generally 
accompanied with a fpeech from the expiring 
Conful; and after fuch a year, and from fuch a: 
fpeaker, the City was in no fmall expedation of 
what Cicero would fay to them : but Metellus , one 
of the new Tribunes , who affeAed commonly to 
open their magiftracy by fome remarkable ad , as 
a fpecimen of the meafures which they intended 
to purfue, refolved to difappoint both the Orator 
and the audience : Cor when Cicero had mounted 
the Roftr^ , and was ready to perform this lad a6t 
of his Office, the Tribune would not fuffer him 
to fpeak , or to do any thing more , than barely 
take the oath; declaring, that he, who. had put 
Citizens to death unheaVd , ought not to be 
permitted to fpeak for himf<;lf : upon which Ci- 
cero , who was never at a lofs , inftead of pronoun- 
cing the ordinary form of the oath, exalting the 
tone of his voice , fwore out aloud , fo as all the peo- 
ple might hear him , that he had faved the Republic 
and the City from ruin; which the multitude below 
confirmed with an univerial iboift,and with one 
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ypict cried out , that what he had fwom was trae^'^ 
;Thus the intended affiront was turned, by his pre* 
tcncc of mind , to <b^s greatec^bdnor; iind he wjes 
:condu<^ed from the Forum to his houfe , with all po(^ 
4ib|e demonftratioa« of refped by the whole 
City, 



.4 
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\^ I C E R O being nov Veduced to thie ' t^rkK^^ a. Urb, 691, 
tibn of a jH-ivatc Senator , was tcf take his plac^ Cic. 4^. 
oh tHat venerable^bench of Cowfalars , who wer6 C®^* 
jiiftly reckohed thfe firft Citizens, of the Rcpublicl J' ^"^^^^ 
Tjiey delivered their opinidns the firft always in j^^^j^^i^nius 
the Senate; and commonly deteritiined the opk^yj^ENA. 
iiions of the r^ftt ibr as they' bad pafTed through 
all the public ofifces, and been ddnverfant in tvtfy 
branch of the adhiWiftration,'! fo their experi^^e 
gave them great atithority in ?rll debates ;' ahij 
having little or nothing farther to exped for them^ 
felves ^ they were d^eemed not.btily the moft kndwi 
ing, but, generally 'fpeaking, the moft difiiitei<. 
efted of all the JOthcr Senatwfd ,1 'and to have n^ 
other view in their flcliberation , but *the peace an4 
prbfpcrity pf the Republic. ' . . ^ ; 

' This was a ftation cxa<JWy fuited to Gicero^ 
tesiiper and wilh'es; he defired iio foreign ^overrf- 
^m tots , or command of armies ; W^ province vttk 
the Senate an4 the Forum ^ to guard as it'^erfe 
the vitals of the empire, and to dire<St allit's^oun- 
fels to their proper end, the geperal good; and^ife 
this advanced poft bf a Confular Senator , as' in k 
cvratbh-towcr of the State, to observe each threafl- 
rettittgclotid aiid irifii^ ftpmiv^nd give the alariti 
Ito^hisfello^wcHiasensrfrom 'what quarter itrw* 
Comibg, and by \f)^tiiieaca)t'^ effdifts miih^tji^ 
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prevented '. This , as he frequently intimates ^ 
was the only glory that he fought, the comfort 
with which^ he flattered himfelf, that after a life of 
ambition and fatigue , and a courfe of faithful fer- 
vices to the Republic , he Ihould enjoy a quiet and 
filcure old age» beloved and honored by bis coun* 
irymen , as the .conftant champion and defender of 
all their rights and liberties* But he foon found 
bimfelf miftaken, .and before be bad quitted bi$ 
office , began to feel the weight of that envy , 
which is the certain fruit of iHuftrious merit: for 
the vigor of his Confullhip had raifod iuch a zeal 
and union of all the honeft in the defence of the 
laws « that till this fpirit could be broken. Or fub- 
(xdf again , it was in vain for the ambitious to aim 
ait any power bul through the ordmary forms of 
ibe conftitution i efpeoially while he^who was the 
foul of that uni<Mi, continued to flourilh in full cre» 
4k nt tk^ head of the Senate. He was now tliero* 
foi^e tbe common! mark not only of all the fadUous^ 
againft whom he had declared perpetual war, but 
fil another^ party not lefs dangerous, the envious 
jtQO;.who(e united fpleen never left purfniog him 
J^qm t;his moment, till they had driven him cmtof 
4}vij(rCity, which he had io lately preferved. 
. The Tribune. MctclJus began the attack: a fit 
jeadec for the purpcrfe; wiio from the nobility of 
liis.birtl^ and Uie Authority of bis office, was the 
jDB^oft likely to flir up fome iH httmior againfl; htfl», 
hy infulting and reyiling.him in all his baranguea, 
;foc putting Gitiietis to death without. a trial; in all 
Mhkh he waft ftrtnMQuily fopported by C^D£v^ 
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yfiho puflbed him on likewife to the promolgation 
of fe vera! p^ftiicot laws, which gave great difturh* 
ance to the Senate^ Cicero Kad no inclinattoo to 
enter into a conteft with the Tribune » but took 
fome pains to make up the matter with him by 
rdbe interpofition of the women; particularly of 
Claudia , the wife of his brother M^cellus, and of 
their fifter Mucia , the wife of Pompey : he em* 
ployed aUb feveral common friends to perfuade 
him to be quiet , and defift from his rafiinefs ; 
but his anfwer was, that he was too far engaged^ 
and had put it out of his power * : fo that Ci- 
cero had nothing left, but to exert all his vigor 
and eloquence to repel the infolence of this petu* 
iant magiftrate. 

C^far at' the fame time was attacking Catu* 
lus with no lefs violence ; and being now in po£> 
feflion of the Praetorlhip , made it the fir(i aA of 
his office to call him to an account for embezzling 
the public money in rebuilding the Capitol ; and pro«< 
pofed alfp a law , to efface bis name from the fabric, 
and grant the commiflion for finiifaing what remain^ 
ed to Pompey : but the Senate beftirred themfelves 
fo warmly in the caufe, thatC^far was obliged to 
drop It *• This experiment convinced the two 
magiftrates , that it was not poffible for tberh to 
make head againft the authority of the Senate , 
without the help of Pompey , whom they refolved 
therefore by all the arts of addrefs and flattery to 
draw into theit meafures. With this view Me^ 
tellus publiihed a laW, to call him liome with his 
army in order to fettle theftate^ and quiet the pijiblio 
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diforders raifcd by th^ temerity of Cicero * ; Jqt 
hy throwing all power into his hands, they hoped 
to come in for a ihare of it with him , or to em- 
broil him at leaft with the Senate , by exciting 
mutual jealoufies between them : but their laMf 
was thought to be of fo dangerous a tendency i, 
that the Senat« changed their habit upon it , as in the 
cafe of a public calamity; and by the help of foroe 
of the Tribunes , particularly .of Cato , refolved to 
\6ppofe it to the ucmoft of their power: fo.that 
<as foon asMetellus began to read it to the people, 
Cato fnatched it away from him ; and when he puh, 
ceeded dill to pronounce it by hearty Minucius, 
another Tribune, (lopt his mouth with bis hand. 
This threw the affembly into confufion , and raif-, 
ed great commotions in the City ; till the Senate 
finding themfelves fupported by the Better fort 
of all ranks, came to a new and vigorous refolu-. 
tion, of fufpending both Cxfar and Metellus from 
the execution of their offices \ 
, C^(ar refolved at firft to a<Jl in defiance. of 
them; but finding a ftrong force prepared to con- . 
trol him, thought it more advifabie to retire, ^ 
and referve the trial of arms, till he was better - 
provided for it: he fhut himfelf up therefore in 
his houfe , where , by a prudent and fubmiffive > 
behaviour he foon made his peace,, and got the 
decree of their fufpcnfion reverfed*. But Metellus, ^ 
as it was concerted probably between them , fied 
av/ay to his brother Pompey ' , that by mifrepre- 
fenting the ftate of things at home , and ofiFering 
every thing on the part of the people,, he might 
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infill into him fohie prejudices againft the imrno*' 
derate power of Cicero and the fcnate, and engage 
him, if poflibte, to declare for the popular intereft,* 
Cicero in the. mean while publifhed an invedivQ 
oration againft Mctellus, which is mentioned in 
bis Epiftles under the title of Mctellina^' : it was 
fpoken in the Senate, in anfwer to a fpeech which 
Metellus had made to the people, and is ofteii 
cited by Qiiintilian and others * , as extant ih 
their time. 

; The fenate having gained this vidory over 
Caefar and Metellus , by obliging the one lo fub» 
ipit, the other to leave the City; Q. Metellus 
Celer , who commanded in Cifalpine Gaul « wrote 
a peevifh and complaining letter to his friencl 
Cicero, upon their treating his brother the Tribune 
fofeverely: to which Cicero anfwered with thaj; 
freedom, which a confcioufnefs of integrity natui^ 
rally didates, yet with all that humanity whicli 
^e fincereft £riend(bip infpires, as the reader will 
obferve from the letter itfelf , which affords many 
inftrudive hints both hiftorical and moral. ; 

M. T. Cicero to Q. Metellus Celer, Proconfiil. 

" You write me word, that confidering our 
** mutual affedlion and late reconciliation, you ne» 
^ vcr imagined, that you (hould be made the fub» 
*' jed of public jeft and ridicule by me. I do not 
^^ well underftand 'what you mean ; yet gucTs 
^* that you have been told, that, wheni wasfpea{{» 
** 4"f 9nt da^ in the JScnatc- of many , who wer| 
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^V lorry for my baviag preferved the Republic^ I 
^ laid, that certain relations of yours, to whom 
^ you could refufe nothing , had prevailed vrith 
^ you to fuppreb what you had prepared to fay 
^ in the Senate in praife of roe : when I faid this, 
** I added ^ that in the affair of laving the fVate 
** I bad divided the taflc with you in fucb a roaiv 
'* ner, thatl was to Cecure the City from inteftine 
^ dangers, you to defend Italy from the open 
^ arms and fecret plots of our enemies ; but that 
^ this glorious partoerfhip had been broken by 
^ your friends, who were afraid of your making 
^*. me the leafbc^urn for the greateft honors and 
*• fervices which you had received from me. In 
^ the lame difcourfe, when I was defcribing the 
^ expeftation which I had conceived of your 
*^ fpeech , and how much I was difappointed by 
** it, it feemed to divert the houfe, and a raode- 
^ rate laugh enfued ; not upon you , but on my 
^ miftake, and the frank and ingenuous confef- 
" fion of my defxre to be praifed by you. Now 
^ in this, itmuft needs be owned, that nothing 
*• could be laid more honorably towards you, 
** when in the moft fiiining and illuftrious part of 
*• my life, 1 wanted ftill to have the teftimony of 
** your commendation. As to what you fay of 
*• our mutual affedion , I do not know what you 
** reckon mutual in friendlbip , but I take it to be 
•* this; when we repay the fame good offices 
•* which we receive : Should I tell you then , that 
•M gave up my province for your fake, you 
^^ might juftly fu^eift my fincerity : it fuited my 

temper 
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•* temper and circumftancesi and I find more and 
•* more reafon every day to be pleafed with iti 
** but this I can tell you, that I no fooner refigned 
•* it in an afTembly of the people, than I began to 
** contri^^ how to throw it into your hands. I 
•* fay nothing about the manner of drawing youf 
" lots; but would have you only believe, that 
•* there was nothing done in it by my Colleague 
*• 'Without my privity. Pray recoiled what loU 
" lowed; how quickly 1 affembled the Senate 
" after your allotment , how much 1 faid in favor 
" of you , when you yourfelf told me , that my 
•* fpeech was not only honorable to you,, but 
** even injurious to your colleagues. Then as to 
** the decree which pafled that day in the Senate^ 
" jt is drawn in toch a drain , that as long as it 
" fubfifts, my good offices to you can never be 
•* a fecret. After your departure, I defire you 
" alfo to recoiled what I did for yoii in the fc- 
*• nate, what I faid of you to the people, what 
" I wrote to you myfelf; and when you have 
•* laid all thefe things together, I leave it to you 
'^^ to jiidge, whether at your laft coming to Rome 
" you made a fuitable return to them. .You 
•* mention a reconciliation between us; but I do 
" not comprehend how a friendlbip can be faid 
** to be reconciled , which was never interrupted. 
" As to what you write, that your brother ought 
" not to have been treated by me fo roughly for 
" a word: in the fir ft place, 1 beg of you to be- 
•* lieve , that I am exceedingly pleafed with that 
^ affedionate and fraternal difpofition of yours, 
Voul. R 
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^ To full oi humaoity and piety; and in the fc* 

•* cood , to forgive mc if in any cafe 1 have aded 

^ againft your brother ^ for the fervicc of the 

^ Republic, to vrbich no man can be a \rarmer 

** friend than myfelf: but if I have been ading 

^ only on the defenfive againft his moft cruel 

^ attacks , you may think yourfelf well ufed, that 

** 1 have never yet troubled you with any com* 

*' plaints againft him. As foon as I found that 

^ he ^was preparing to turn the whole force of his 

*• Tribunate to my deftrudion , 1 applied myfelf 

^ to yoiu* wife Claudia, and your lifter Mucia, 

•• whofe zeal for my fcrvice I had often experi- 

** enced, on the account of my familiarity with 

** Fompey , to difluade him from that outrage : 

•* but he , as 1 am fure you have heard , on the 

•• laft day of the year put fuch an affront upon mc 

•* when Confuly and after having laved the State, 

** as had never been offered to any IMagiftrate the 

•* moft traitcroufly affcdcd, by depriving me of 

•* the liberty of fpeaking to the people upon lay- 

*• ing down my office. But his infult turned on- 

•* ly to my greater honor: for when he would 

** not fuffer me to do any thing more than fwear, 

•• 1 fwore with a loud voice the trueft, as well as 

** the nobleft of all oaths : while the people with 

•* acclamations fwore likewife , that my oath was 

•' true. After fo fignal an injury, 1 fent to him 

** the very fame day fomc of our common friends, 

** to prefs him to defift from his refolution 6f pur- 

*' fuing me; but his anfwer was, that it was 

** not then in his power: for he had faid a few 
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f* days before in a fpeech to the people, that he 
" who, had puiiilhed others without a hearing, 
** ouglit not to be fuffered to fpeak for himfelf. Wor- 
** thy Patriot , and excellent Citizen ! to adjudge 
" the man who had preferved the Senate from a 
*^ maflacre, the City from fire, and Italy JErom a war, 
" to the fame punifliment which the Senate , with 
" the'confent of all honeft men, had inflifted oii 
** the amhors of thofe horrid attempts. I with- 
** flood your brother therefore to his face; and 
•* on the firft of January, in a debate upon the 
^ RepubKc, handled him in fuch a maiyer, as 
*^ to make him fenfible , that he had to do with 
** a man of courage and conftancy. Two days 
" after, when he began again to harangue, in 
•* every three words he named and threatened 
** me : nor had he any thing fo much at heart, as 
" to effed my ruin at any rate ; not by the legal 
*^ way of trial, or judicial proceeding, but by dint 
" of force and violence. If I had not refifted his 
" ralhnefs with firmnefs and courage, who would 
" not have thought, that the vigor of my Con- 
" fulfhip had been owing to chance , rather than 
" to virtue ? If you have not been infornaed , that 
" your brother attempted all this againft me, be 
** aflured that he concealed from you the moft 
** material part : but if he told you any thing of 
•* it, you ought to commend my temper and pa- 
" tience, for not expodulating with you about it: 
*' but fince you muft now be fenfible, that my 
'** quarrel to your brother was not, as you #rite, 
^ for a word, but a moft determined and fj[^teful 

R z 
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•* dcfiga to ruin mc , pray obfcrvc my humanity, 
^ if it may be called by that name, and is not rather, 
^ after fo flagrant an outrage, a bafe remiflhe(s 
^ and abjection of mind. 1 never propofed any 
*' thing againft your brother, when there was 
^ any queftion about him in the Senate; but 
^ without rifing from my feat, aflented always to 
*^ thofe who were for treating him the moft fa- 
•• vorably. I will add farther, what 1 ought not 
*^ indeed to have been concerned about, yet 1 was 
^ not difpleafed to fee it done, and even affifted 
^ to get it done; I mean, the procuring a decree 
** for tHe relief of my enemy, becaufe he was 
•* your brother. I dic^ not therefore attack your 
'* brother, but defended myfelf only againft him; 
** nor has my friendfhip to you ever been variable, 
^ as you write, but firm and conftant, fo as to 
** remain ftill the fame when it was even deferted 
** and flighted by you. And at this very time , 
" when you almoft threatened me in your letter, 
•* 1 give you this anfwcr , that I not only forgive, 
•* but highly applaud your grief ; for I know, from 
** what 1 feel within myfelf, how great the force 
" is of fraternal love; but I beg of you alfo to 
" j^^dge with the lame equity of my caufe; and 
•* if, without any ground, 1 have been cruelly 
" and barbaroufly attacked by your friends, to 
" allow that I ought not only not to yield to 
" them , but on fuch an occafion to exped the 
** help even of you and your army alfo againft 
•• them. I was always defirous to have you for« 
'* my friend, and have taken pains to convince 
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** you how finccrdjr I am yours; I am flSH d 
'^ the fame mind, and ihaU continue in it as long 
** as you pleafe ; and , for the love of you , will 
^' fooner ceafe to hate your brother, than, out 
•• of refentmertt to him , give any fhoek tb the? 
'* friend(bip which fubfifts between us. Adieu'*." 
Cicero t upon the expirati(in.iof his Confulfhip; 
took care to fend a parttaular account of hif 
whole adminiftration to Pompey; in hop<ts :t(y 
prevent any wrong impjrefllon there from the 
calumnies, of his. enemies .» and to draw from hior 
fome public declaration in praife of what he bad 
been doing. But Pompey being informed by* 
Metellus and Csefar of the ill humor whiob wat 
rifmg againft C>icero in Rome, anfwered hintt 
with great coldnefs, and, inftead of paying hiitt 
any compliment, took no notice at all of what 
bad.pafled in the affair, of; Catiline: upon ^hicb 
Cicero expoftulates with him in the , following 
letter with fome little refentment, yet fo, as ao€ 
to irritate a man of the jfirft authority ..ii^.ilhe 
Republic , and to whom sdl parties were forwatd* 
ly paying their court. 

M. T. Cicero to Cnr. Pompeius the Gr^tg ^ 
Emperpr". 

^* I had an incredible pleafure, in ^otnoioti 
*^ yfith all people, from the public^ letter wbjch 
<* you fent : for you gave Hs m it that aflur^ce 
- of peace, which from my confidence i^ you 
/^ 9lpn^ 1 h^4 always been promifit\g«, I fouft 
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^ telfycMi, however, that your old enemies, but 
•* ocw friends, are extremely ihocked and dif- 

* appoinned at it. As to the particular letter 
^ whidv you fcnt ti we,- though it brought ine 
•* fo flight an intimation of your friendfhip, ycC 

* it was very agreeable: for nothing is apt tcf 
f^^give nie fo much iatis&dton, as (be confciouf- 

* nefe of my ferviccfi to my friends; and if ac 
^^aiiyiCime they qm^^iiot requited as they ought 
!^Hto be, I am always content that the balance 
^ of the account (hould jeft on my fide. I make 
^ nb'«lbtlkbt,>owever, but that, if the diftinguilb^ 
*^id wal, which I have always fhown for your 
f^inter^fts', has not y^t fuflficiently recommended 
^:tdieW you, the public inttrefl: at leaft will con- 
Irfiidliatii/ and unite U6. But that you may not 
^ be" at' a lofs to know what it was which I ex- 
Vf^pcAed'W find in your letter, 1 will tell it yoU 
^ ^nfcly, as my own nature and oot friend(bip 
5^»equirei I e^^peiSled, out of i^gand both to 
^rlfh^iR^ublic and to our familiarity, to hav« 
^tjlt^:niome comfJ^iqiMt or congratulaition from 
** you on what I lately adid in my* Confulftipi 
*' which you omitted, I imagine, for fear of giv- 
" itfg'i^Setitt to cemin perf6ns t bat t would 
** have you to know > that the things which I 
** have been doing for the fafety of my country, 
^f>»riif)pttfud«d % thd teftimony and judgment 
rfi>irf''^He^ Wiidie' «rthV ^t\d when y^n come a- 
^^titi^ ^b.^ym ^iH'find them done with to 
^ibufch ''^eieftW JflWl 'greatnefs of mind, that 
*f>^iA, ^0 fct« InUCh fi^ridr w S^^ will 
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*' admit .fne> who am ixot much inferior tp L9;)ius,: 
" to a ihare both of your public counfds and 
_" private friendfiiip. Adieu"." .., 

Soon after Catiline s defeat, a frelh inquiry 
"was fet on foot at Rome againft the reft of his 
accomplices, upon the iafgrmation of one; L* 
Vettius; who, among otljierii^^nnpeached X Cxfar 
before - Novius, Niger the ^Q^upfftor, as Q. Curius. 
alfo did in the Senate; yrbere, for ,tbc,. fqcret 
intelligence , which he bad given very early 
to Cicero, he claimed the reward which had 
been offered to the firft difcoverer of the plot. He 
affirmed, that what he depofed ngainfl CpcLir wa^ 
told to hinx by Catiline bimTL^JF; and Vettius offered 
to produc;^^, letter to Catilii^cin C:^,br% owii hand^ 
C3efar found fome difficultly to repel fo bold aa 
accufation ,^apdt^^^ forced to implore the aid and 
teftimony of CiCero to pro\T that he alfo had given 
early information of Catiline's dcfigns : but by his 
vigor 2\nd intereft in the City, he obtained a full 
revenge at laft upon his accufers; for be deprived 
Curius of the reward, and got Vettius committed tp 
prifon, after he had been mifcrably handlecJi andat 
inoft killed by the mob-; nor cor^tentwith tbi$, he im-* 
prifoned the Quaeftor Novius too, for fuffejring a fupe^ 
rior magiftrate to be arraigned before him "• ; • 

Several others, however^ of cpnfiderablcrank>wero 
^ound guilty and banifliQdi; fome of l;hem nqt 
appearing to their citation, oi^hers after, a triaj,; 
vir. M. PorciusLecca, C. Cornelius, L. Vargun- 
teius, Seryiy^ Sylla, ai>d P. Autronius, &c. The 
I^A of fhefe^, who loftthf Cpi)fulJ(hip four years 
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bcfcrc, upon a convidion of bribery, had befQ 
Cicero'^ fcbool-fellow , and colleague in the Quaet 
torihip ; and folicued him Vfith many tears to under- 
take his defence: but Cicero not only refufed to 
defend hitn, but, from the knowledge of h^ 
yuilt, appeared as a y^itnefs againft him **. 

P. Sylla alfo, Atitr6tiius's partner and feltow? 
fiifiFerer in the caufd of bribery, w^ now tried 
for conf^iring twice with Catiline; once, when thp 
plot proyed abortive, foon after his former trial; 
and a fecond time, in Cicero's Confulfiiip : be 
was defended in the firft by Hortenfius, in tljie 
Jaft by Cicero. The prpfecutof was Torquato^s, 
the fon 6f his former 'accufer, 2^ young nobk« 
man of ^reat parts and fpifit ; wbor ambitious of 
,the triumph of ruining an enemy, and fearing that 
Cicero would fnatch it from him, turnip his raille- 
ry agaiirft Cicero inftead of ^ylla; and ^o take 
pfP the influence oJPhis authority, treated his cha« 
^der with gre^t petulance, and er^pldyed every 
topic which could raife an odium and- erivy upon 
Jiim: he called him a King, who aflbmed a 
power to^favc or deflroy, juft as he thought fit; 
faid, that he was the third foreign King \vrho had 
feigned in Rome after Numa and T^rquiniu?; 
^n(\ that Sylla would have run aTvay and never 
flood a trial, if be had not undertaken hiscau^; 
vrhenevei' he mentioned the plot and the danger 
of it, it was with fo loW and feeble. a voice, that 
none but the judge^ could hear him; but when he 
f^oke of the prifon and tde death of the cpnfpirato|'s, 
jie uttered it in fo loud and lamentaWeafkrain, as 
to make tJie 'vybole Forum ring with it". * 
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Cicero therefore, in his reply, was put to the 
trouble of defending himfelf , as well as his client. 
*• As to Torquatus's caUing him a foreigner , on 
** the account of his being born in one of the 
^ corporate Towns of Italy/ he owns it; and 
^ in that Town, "he fays ,^'* whence the Republic 
^ had been twice prefervcd from ruin; and wa^ 
^ gUd that he had nothing to reproach him with, 
" but what affedled not only the greateft part^ 
■^ but the greateft men of the City ; Curius^ 
** Coruncanius , Cato , Marias , &c. but fmcc he 
^ had a mind to be witty, and would needs 
** make h/m a fipreigner , why did nqt he cafl 
'♦ him a foreign Conful, rather than a Kingj 
•* for that would have been much more wbn- 
•* derful, firice foreigners had been Kings, but 
♦• rifever Confuls of Rome. He admodifbes 
^ him , who was now in the courfc of his prci- 
^ ferment , not to be fo free of giving that title 
*• to Citizens , left he (hould one ' day ffcel th^ 
" refentroent and power of fuch foreigners : that 
^* if the Patricians were fo proud , as to treat him 
** and the judges upon the bench as foreigners , 
^ yet Torquatus had no right to do it, whofe 
•^ mother was of Afculum '^ Do not call me 
^•^ then Foreigner any more , " fays he , " left it turn 
•^ upon yourfclfj nor a King, left you be laughed 

^* at;^ unlefs you think it kingly, to live fb 
^' as not to be' a flave, not only to any man, 
*• but even to^-any appetite; to tontemif all 

^* fenfual pleafore^; to covet no man's gold or 
^^^•iBlvcr, or any. thing elfe; lo.ipeak oil^'A mine! 
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/^ freely in the Senate; to confult the good, 
*' rather than the humor of the people ; to 
" give way to none, but to vithftand many: 
/* If you take this to be kingly I confefs myfelf 
" a King : but. if the Infolence of my power , if 
*• my dominion, if any proud or arrogant fay- 
" ing of mine provokes you, why do not you 
** urge me with that, rather than the envy of a 
'^^ name, and the contumely of a groundleis 
^calumny?" — He proceeds to ihow, *' that his 
f*^ kingdom, if it muft be called fo, was of fe 
.^* laborious a kind , . that there was not a man 
•* in Rome who, would be content, to take his 
.*' place ". " He puts him ii\ mind, " that 
^* he was difpofed to indulge and, bear with his 
*' pertuels, out of regard to his youth and. to 
** his father -^though no man had ever thrown 
" the flighteft.afperfion upon him, without being 
" chaiftifed for it|-^ but that he had no mind^ to 
*^ fall upon one whom he could fo eafily vam 
^^ quiib; who had neither ftrengtb, nor age, 
'^ nor experience enough for him to contend 
*^ with: he advifed him however not to abufe 
.'* his patience much longer, left he (bould be 
/^ tempted at Jaft to draw out the ftings of his 
?* fpeech againft hjm '*. " As to the merits of 
thecaufe, though there was no ppfitive proof, 
yet there were many ftrong prcfutnp^ions againft 
Sylla, with which his adverfary hpped to opprefs 
him: but Cicero endeavoured to. r confute ihem, 
by appealing ** to the tenor and cb^rad^r of . his 
.^ life I proteftidg in ; the filosg^ terms ^ that 
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** h€, "who had been the fearcher and detcdor 
*' of the plot, and had taken fuch pains to get 
" intelligence of the whole extent of it, had 
** never met with the leaft hint or fufpicion of 
'^ Sylla's name in itj and that he had no other 
" motive for defending him , but a pure regard 
** to juftice; and as he had refufed to defend 
.** others, nay, had givep evidence againft them 
^^ from the knowledge of their guilt, fo he ha4 
.*• undertaken Sylia's fefence through a pcP- 
^* fuafion of Jbis^ innocence ". " Torquatus .for 
want of dired proof, ,tly:eatei;ifd to ex^xninf 
.Syllas flaves by torture: tlii* was fometim^ 
pradifed upon the demand of the Profecujtor^ 
but Cicero obfcjrves upon it, "tthat the effe^^cjf 
** thofe tornaents was governed, always by; the 
" conftitution of the patient, * and the ^rjcoptt^ 
?^ of his mind and body; by the will and pl^^ 
" furc of the torturer, and the hopes and fears 
" of the tortured; and that in moments {pf, fp 
" much anguifh there could be no room , f or 
" truth: he bids them put Sylia's life to the 
" rack , and examine that with rigorg whethep 
*' there w?5 any hidden luft , any latent treajpij^, 
** any cructty, any audacicglnefs iq it; ri^^lt 
" there could be no miftake in the caufe, if the 
" voice of his perpetual l^e, /which ought/ (q< |;)C 
" o^ the greatseft weight, was but attenflfsd 
** to ** . " Sylla. was acquitted ; but C^c?^ 
?had no. great joy from his vidogr, or coi^ffCpyt 
in^ pceferving fuch a Citizen, who lived ^|gr- 
^^rd^ in great confklcnce >vith^ Cas^r , and com- 
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manded his right wiog in the battk of Pharlk- 
lia*'; and fcrvcd him afterwards in hh power , 
as he had before ferved his kinfman Sylla, in ma* 
naging his confifcations and the fale of the forfeited 
eftates. 

About the time of this trial Cicero bought a 
boufe of M. Craflus, on the Palatine hill, ad- 
joining to that in which he had always lived with 
his father, and which ^e is now fuppofcd to 
have given up to his brother Quintus. The 
boufe coft him near thirty thoufand pounds, and 
feems to have been one of the nobleft in Rome ; 
it wa^ built about thirty years before by the fa- 
mous Tribune, M. Livius Drufus; on which oc- 
cafion we are told , that when the architeft promifed 
ta build it for him in fuch a manner, that none 
of his neighbours* fbould overlook him : But if you 
have any (kill , replied Drufus, contrive it rather 
lb, that all the world may fee what I am doing *\ 
It was fituated in the mod confpicuous part of the 
city , near to the centre of all bufinels , overlook* 
ing the Forum and the Roftra; and what made it 
the more Splendid, was it's being joined to a Por- 
tico or Colonade , called by the name of Catulus ; 
who build it out of the Gimbric fpoik, on that 
area' where Flaccus formerly lived , whofe houfe 
waVdemolilhed by' public authority for his feditious 
pradllces with C. Gracchus *'. In this purchafe 
he-followed the Rule which he recommends in his 
Offices, with regard'to the habitation of aprincipar 
Citfzen ; that his dignity flbould be adorned by hii 
houfe, but not derived from it *^ ^here he menti* 
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ons, feverki inftances of great men, who by the 
Iplendor of their houfes on this yery hill, which 
were x^onftantly ftriking the eyes of the people , 
and imprinting a notion of their magnificence , 
oiade their way the more eafily to the higheft 
honors of the Republic. 

• A. Gellius tells, us, that having refolved to buy 
the houfe, and wanting money to pay for it, he 
borrowed it privately of his client Sylia, when he 
was under profecution; but the ftory taking wind, 
and being charged upon him , he denied both the 
borrowing and defign of purchafing , yet foon after 
bought the houfe; and when he was reproached with 
the denial of it, replied only laughing, that they 
muft be fools to imagine, that when he had refolved 
to buy, he would raife competitors of the purchafe 
by proclaiming it *'. 

The ftory was taken . probably from fomc of 
die fpurions collediorts of Cicero s Jefts; which 
were handed about not x)nly after his death, but 
even in his life-time , aAe often complains to his 
friends*'; for it is certain, that there could be 
nothing difhonorable in the purchafe, fince it ,was 
tranfa(2ed fo publicly, that before it was even 
concluded, one of his friends congratuJated him 
upon^ by letter from Macedonia*'. The truth 
is^ an3 what he himfclf does not diffcmble, that 
he borrowed part of the money to pay for it, at fix 
per cent i and fays merrily upon it, that he was 
now fp plunged in debt, as to be ready for a plot, 
but Aat the confpirators would not ;ruft him *\ 
It mkd indeed fomc c^nfure. upoa his vanity^ 
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for purchafmg fo cxpenfivc z. houfe with borrow* 
cd money: but Mcffala, the Conful, happening 
foon after to buy Autronius's houfe at a greater 
price , and with borrowed money too, it gave him 
ibme pleafure, that he eould juftify himfcif by the 
example of fo worthy a Magiftrate: By MefTala's 
purchafe, fays he, lam thought to have made a 
good bargain ; and men begin to be convinced that 
we may ufe the wealth of our friends, in buying what 
contributes to our dignity **. 

But the moft remarkable event w^ich happened 
in the end of this year, was the pollution of the 
myftcries of the Bona Dea, or the Good Goddefs 
by P. Clodius ; which by an unhappy train o£ 
confequences , not only involved Cicero in an 
unexpeded calamity , but feems to have given the 
firft blow towards the ruin of the Republic. 
Clodius was now Quaeftor, and by that means a 
Senator ; defcended from the nobleft family in v 
Rome, in the vigor o^isage, and a graceful 
perfon, lively wit, and nowing eloquence; but 
with all the advantages of nature he had a mind 
incredibly vicious ; was fierce , infolcnt , audaci- 
ous , but above all , moft profligately wicked , 
and an open contemner of Gods and men ; viilu- 
ing nothing, that either nature or the la^ffs zU 
lowed ; nothing, but in proportion as it was de- 
fperate and above the reach of other men ; dif- 
daining even honors in the common forms of 
the Republic ; nor relifhing pleafures , but what 
were impious , adulterous , inceftuous '*• He 
had an intrigue <vith Cxfar's wife Pompeia , who, 
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according to annual cuftom , vras now celebrating 
in her fioirfe thofe awful and myftic facrifices of the 
Goddcfs y CO which no male creature was ever ad- 
mitted , and where every thing mafcuiine was fo 
fcrupuloufly excluded , that even pidures of that 
fort were covered during the ceremony *'. This 
was a proper fcene for Clodius's genius to adt 
upon ; an opportunity of daring, beyond what 
tnan had ever dared before him : the thought ol 
mixing the impurity of his lufts with the fandity 
of thefe venerable rites flattered his imagination 
fo ftrongly , that he refolved to gain accefs to his 
miftrefs in the very raidft of h^r holy miniftry. 
With this view he dreffed himfelf in a woman's 
habit, and by the benefit of his fmooth face, 
and the introdudion of one of the maids, who was 
in the fecret , hoped to pafs without difcoycry ; 
but by fome miftake between him and his guide, 
he loft his way when he came within the houfe, 
and fell in unluckily among the other female 
fervants, who deteding him by his voice, alarm- 
ed the whole company by their ihricks, to the 
great amazement of the matrons, who prefently 
threw a veil over the facred myfteries , while Clo- 
dius found means to efcape by the favor of fome 
of the damfels'*. 

The flory was prefently fpread abroad, and 
raifed a general fcaiidal and horror through the 
whole city : in the vulgar, for the profanation 
of a religion held the moft facred of any in Rome; 
in the better fort , for it's oflFencc to gpod man- 
ners, and the difcipline of the Republic. Cxfax 
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pat awa]r his wife upon it ; and the honeft of 

all ranks were for pufliing this advantage againft 

Clodius as far as it would gO| in hopes to free 

tbemfelves by it of a cicizen^ who l^ this, as 

well as other fpecimens of his audadoufneb, feemed 

born to create much difturbance to the Sute*'. It 

bad been the conftant belief of the populace, that 

if any man fhould ever pry into thefe myfterieSf 

be would be ioftantly (bruck blind : But it was 

not poflible 9 as Cicero lays, to know the truth. 

of it before , lince no man , but Clodius , had 

ever ventured upoli the experiment : though it 

was now found , as he tells him , that the blind* • 

ne(s o( jiit eyes was converted to that of the 

mind *% 

A. Vth. 69s. T^c affiiir was foon brought before the Senate; 

Qc 46. where it was refolved , to refer it to the College 

CoC of Priefts , who declared it to be an abominable 

IL PuMus impiety ; upon which the Confuls were ordered 

* to provide a law for bringing Clodius to a trial 

vsMsssALA^^^^ it before the people ". But Q. FuBus Caleaus 

one of the Tribunes , fupported by all the Clodian 

(adion , (would not permit the law to be offered 

to the fuffrage of the Citizens. This raifed a 

great ferment in the city , while the Senate adhered 

to their former refolution, though the Conful 

Pifo ufed all his endeavours to divert them from 

it J and Clodius in an abjed manner threw himfelf 

at the feet of every Senator ; yet after a fecond 

debate in a full houfe, there were fifteen only 

who voted on Clodius*s fide , and four hundred 

diredly againft him ; fo that a freih decree pafled^ 

to 
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to order the Confiils to recomiaaehd^ tht Ikw to 
the people with all their authority, ami that nb 
other bufineis fiiould be done, tillit was carried :'' 2 
but this being likely to produce great diforders, 
Hortenfius propofed an expedient, which was 
accepted by both parties, that the Tribu-ne Fuinis 
ihouid publifh a law for the .trial of ClodJus b^ 
the Prxtor with a feled bench of judges. Tbi 
only difference between the tw6 laws was , whei^her 
he fhould be tried by the people , or by particular 
judges : but this, fays Cicero^ was every thing; 
Hortenfius was afraid, led he Ibouid efcape iu thb 
fquabble, without any trial; being perfaa4«d^ 
that no jndges could abfolve him , and tbatt^of 
fword of lead, as he iaid, would deftroy himi 
But the Tribune knew that in fuch a trial there 
would be room for intrigue; both in chpfiing aa<l 
corrupting the judges ^ which Cicero likewise 
forefaw from the firft;' and wi(hed therefore uil 
leave him rather to the effed of that' odium', iiiif 
which his charader then lay, than bring him^W 
a trial where he had any chance to efcape '^ 

Clodius's whole defence was; to prove himfelf 
abfent at the time of the fad > for which purpofci 
he produced men to fwear, that he was. then ast 
Interamna, about two or three days journey irom 
the city. BuMCicero being called upon to^iveihis 
iedimony , obpofed, that Clodius had been with 
him that very morning at hrs' houfe in Rome'\ 
As foon as Cicero appeared in the court, thieClo- 
dian mob began to iafult him with great rudenefs^ 
Init the judge! rofe up, and received him with fad$ 
Vol. 1. S 
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ffifpcM^, dmt. tbejr prcfently fecured bim from all 
fortbcr affironts '\ Caelary who was the nioft 
particularly intemfted in the affair » beiog fummon* 
cdiilfo.to give evtdeiioe, cfeclared,'that he knew 
nothing ^ all of the matter ;. though bis mother 
Attrclia aod filler JuUa^ who were examined before 
him» bad given a puAdual relation of the whole 
ladk; and being iiiterrOgated, bow be came then 
to part with bis.wifC'.? be replied , that all who 
belonged to. him. ou^t to be free from fufpicioo 
as well .as*gmk*% He (aw very well how the 
thing was like to. turn , and bad no mind to 
tXJifyctBtc a man of Qodius's charader^ who might 
be.oif g<lKKl fervice to him for the advancement of 
hb ftiture projedb* Fhitarch fays, that Cicero 
hknielf was urged on to this ad againft his will, 
by the iili{K3rttinity Of his wife : a fierce, imperious 
dame^ jeakmsof Clodtus's fifter, whom £be fuf- 
]Mdlicd t)( fome defign to get Cicero from her^ 
"which by this ftep (be hoped to make defperate.^ 
Tiic fiory does not feem improbable; for before 
the trial, Cicero owns himfelf to be growing every 
diaj^ otnore cool and indifferent ahout it ; and in 
Us raiUeries widi Clodius after it, totichcs upon 
tbe iiorward advances which his fifter had made 
towards. him ; mtd at the very time of giving bis 
leftimony^ did it wilh no.fpirit* ^r faid aay 
thing mone, as he teUs us , than what wais fo well 
known ^ that be couM nK^ avoid dying it^\ 
.c Jtie judges feomed to ad at iwft wkh great 
gravtt^; granted enrery tbbg that was aflced by 
the |pa>fecittoats ; and demaAded a gimd to {uxk 
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tk& tlienr^rgm tbe choir ri^idl the^StfnattettejRtily^ 
drdered , withi great dommcddMion ''oSitbifr ys^*^ 
d^>ce : but when k cirtne to 'tbe ifiue, t^taiM^^fivtt; 
only concfemiled, labile thirty <• one' abMr^d biat^i 
Craflos is iaMt td have bcnti "ClodiittVl^dnef tnd^f 
]i»ger^ in: tanfj^mg ifri«h. the judges (^smployimg^ 
eveiy avtamiinftrumentof tn^iiivptionv a$ icftMd^ 
the dffficreDt uimpers df «h0 ttieii} ^and wbe«d[ 
^^ money wo4)k) not-^, offetiag €»f)ciy^4:ertatn> 
^^ ladies anedt yoodg ikieri cvf ()tialk^ ce tbrir.p)ffti& 
^^ fure. Cketo fays^« that a txiore fcamdcdoUs mvi^^ 
^^ paily olbAaqjars oenrot fee^ dowti^atci^-^aiiriiig*^ 
^^ tabk ; iak^ous Senatori, beggarlyd ^l^fai^/ 
^ viitb a^ feu? koneft^ mefi affiong timn , u^vrtoiftf 
^^-Clodkis couid Aot^ i^M^liide ; Mvho ii» a^ QSis\t fa' 
^^ unUketivtlidmfelves^ fiit xMitk fedJ^ml itiowa-* 
^f fu) ^et , as if afra^sd of' being inf^i^iA idhH' 
^' the oontagiDa of th^r iiifoniy^ iand l;^toC9tu^ 
^ Ins, meeting ofie 6£ tb^m,' adeed liiib^; wbaf 
^ tbey niesNMi by dcfirmg a guard ? ^ ^fcaiCi Ifeey* 
*' afr^ ^ b(Mg wbfeecK^f cbe mcw«y' wUth* 
^ ClocKwsibad given tHettf **?" ^ - " i ': -' 

This rraofadion ho wovqr gave a tcrji /feriai^ 
concern io-Cicerio « \rlK> 'hia^ents , ^^^bat tbo #rm' 
" and qi^t ftata cl {*c Ref>ttWia, ^Mbich be batf 
^ eftabii&ed it$ bi^ €c>nfbHIiip and v^bidv feemed' 
^ to be founded in tb^ ynion of all g^od trnn^ 
^ vra9 notr lof); and broken , il fome I!>^ii)y did not 
^ intetpofa , by thi» fingle jiWignicne 5 it tbai ,** 
fays be , ^ c2i(A be called dt jud^tnent , for ? thirty of 
" the moft contemptible fJcdtrndreb of: Rbme to 
«< violate^lL that ii juft a^d fii^odlor 1^ Mi of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



j6o the XIF E of 

^ money; dnd vote diat to be falfe, <which aH 
^ the ivorld knows to be true." As be kioked 
tipon btmCelf to be.fiarticulariy affronted by a iccW' 
tence , given in flat contradidion to his teffimony^ 
fo he made it his bufincfs on all occaflons to di£r^ 
play the iniquity of it , and to fttng the fevcaral 
a&ors in it with all the keennefs of his raiUery^'. 
In a debate foon after in the Senate on the ftate 
of the Republic , taking occafion to fall upon this 
s^ir, he ^exhorted the Fathers not t».be difcou* 
^ raged ibt having received one fmgle wound; 
^ which was: of fucfa a nature, that it ought nei- 
^ then to beidiflerobM, nor to be feared; for to 
H fear it ^ nyvas a tfteannefe : and not to be fenfible 
** of iLy. a ftupidity ; Tfaat.Lentulus. was twice ac* 
^^ quitted x. Catiline. aifo:iwice $ and this man was 
^^'the third, whom a bebch of judges had let"* 
^ loofe. upon the Republic. But thou art mi& 
^ taken, CIddius, ■' bys he ; ^ the judges have not 
H referved thee for the city , but for a . prifon ^ 
^ they dtftgned jthee no: kiudnefs by keeping thee 
« at home , but to deprive thee of the benefit of 
** an^e'kilf; Wherefore , Fathers , roufe your ufual 
^ vigoii; :r«jrump your dignity ; there. fubfifts ftill 
^ the ^ fame union among, the honeft; they have 
** had. indeed aifrdh fubjed of moi^ifkaCfon , yet 
" their courage is. not impaired by it.; no new 
" milchief hasi>efalljcn us; but that onJy^. which 
" lay concealed, is noMr difcoverod, and by the 
" trial rof ; pne dcfperate. man many others are 
" found 'to be as bad as foe **." 
. Clddius, not catiitg.to encounter. JCi<;ero' by 
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formal fpeecbes, cbofe to teafe him with raillery, 
and turn the debate into ridicule. You ^rt a fine 
Gentleman indeed, fays he, and have been at 
Baiae. That's not fo fine, replied Cicero, as to be 
caught at the myftcries of the Goddefs; But "what, 
fays he, has a clown of Arpinum to do at the 
hot wells ? Afk that friend of yours , replied 
Cicero , who had a month's mind to your Arpinum 
clown*': You have bought a houfe, fays he **! 
You.flifuld have faid , Judges, replied Cicero: 
Thofe judges, fays he, would not believe you 
upon your oath : Yes , replied Cicero , twenty* 
five of them gave credit to me ; while the reft 
would not give any to you^ but made you pay 
your money beforehatid. This turned the laugh 
fo ftroogly on Cicero's fide , that Clodijus was con- 
founded,, and forced to fit down*^ But being now 
declared enemies, they never met without fome 
ftrokes of this kind upon each other ; which, as 
Cicero obferves , muft needs appear flat in the nar- 
ration , fince all their force and beauty depended 
on the fmaruiels of the contention, and the fpirif 
with which they were delivered **. 

The prefent Confuls were M. Pupius Pifo and 
M. Meffala ; the firft of whom, as foon. as he, en-i 
tered into office , put a flight affront upop Cicero ji 
for his opinion having been aflced always the firft 
by the late Confuls , Pifo called upon him only 
the fecond,^ on Catulus the third, Hortenfius th$ 
fourth : This , he fays , did not difpleafe him , 
fince it left him more at liberty in his voting; 
and freed hiwirom the otdiga^tion of any compjai*. 

S3 
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fynct to ft tMn wImnb he defptfcd ^'. This Confid 
vas warmly in the iotcrefts of Ciodfus ; not fo 
Miueh ^ot of hrjendlbip, m a nacunl iodioatioa 
to the worft fide : for aecordiog to Cicero's ac^ 
count of biai> he was a man ^of a weak and 
^ vricked mind ; a cborlifli , captioos fneerer, 
^ without any turn of wk ; and making men 
^ laugh by his looks rather than jefts ; favoring 
^ neither the popular, nor die ariftocratical party; 
^* from whom no good was to be'expeAed, be- 
^ eaufe he wifted none ; nor hurt to be feared, 
^ becaufe he durft do none ; who woul<( have 
** been more vicious, by having one vice the \tb^ 
^ flodi and laeinefs , &c *\'' Cicero frankly ufed 
the liberty , which this Confol s behaviour dlowed 
him , of delivering bis fentiments wMiout any 
referve ; giving Pifo himfelf no quarter, but er<- 
pofing t^etf thing that he did and iaid in favor 
of Qodias , in fuch a manner , as to hinder die 
Senate from decreeing to him the province of 
Syria , which had been <dcfigned and in a manner 
promifed to him*'. Tbt other Conful, Meffala^ 
was of a quite different charader ; a firm and ex^ 
cellent magiftrate, in the true interefts of his coun- 
try, and a conftaiit admirer and imiutor of 
Cicero ". 

About this time Cicero is fuppofed^ to have 
Inade that elegant oration , dill extant, in the de- 
fence of his old Preceptor , the Poet Atchias : he 
expeded for his pains an immortality of fame from 
the praife of Archias's mufe ; but by a contrary 
fate of things, inftead of diriving any addition of 
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glbry from Archias's compofitHHig » it U wholly 
owing to bis own , that the naipc of Arciiiais ha$ 
not long ago been buried in oblivion. Fri>m tb? 
great character given by him of the talents an4 
genius of this Poet , we Ci^inot help regretting thp 
entire lofs of his works : he had fang in Greek 
verfe the triumphs of Marias Qvex the Cimhriy a^nd 
of LucuHus over Mithridates ; and w#is t^ow 
attempting the Confullhip of Cicero " : but th^ 
pcrifbed with the reft, or wa* left rather unfimib^d 
and interrupted by his death, fince we find np 
farther mention of it in any of Ciecro> latw 
writings, 

Fonapey th^ Gr^at retijir^fd tp Rome ajbow 
the beginning of this year, iA the height pf hi* 
fame and fortwes , from the Mithridatic wan 1 hi^ 
city had boeii much alarmed abput him by various 
reports from abroad , and f(?v«ral tumults at home; 
wh^re a general apprehenfion prevailed 9 of his 
comingattheheadof an ^rmy to take the goverq* 
men( into his hands '\ |t i$ certain, thai: he had it 
now in his power to malpe himfelf M after of thp 
JlepubliCf withonf: the ha;sard even of a war, or 
;iny oppofitipn to control him. Cs^iar, wijth thp 
Tribyne IVUtellns, wgs inviting him to it « and had 
Bo other ambition at prefent than to ferve under 
him : but Pomp^y was too phlegmatic to be eafily 
induced to fo defpcrate a reflation; ^ ktmfi 
rather indeed to have had no thoughts at a}l pf timt 
fort , but to have beea content wijth the r^n)c 
which he then pofleffeid « of the firft Citizen of 
Rome, without a rivid* He had lived in a pcrj^ 

S4 
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t02tl cdurfc of fucceis and glory , without any flur 
cither from the Senate or the people , to infpire 
bim with fentiments of revenge , or to give him 
a pretence for violent meafures ; and he was per- 
fu;ided , that the growing diforders of the city 
would foon force all parties to create him Di^tor, 
for the fettlement of the ftate ; and thought it of 
tnore honor to his charaAer to obtain that power 
by the confent of his citizens, than to extort it 
from them by violence. But whatever apprehen- 
fions were conceived of him before his coming, 
they all vanifhed at his arrival ; for he no fooner 
fetfoot in Italy , than he difbanded his troops, giving 
them orders only to attend him in his Triumph ; 
and with a private retinue purfued his journey to 
Home , where the whole body of the people came 
out to receive him with all imaginable gratulatiooi 
and expreffions of joy for his happy return '*. 

By his late vidories he had greatly extended 
the barrier of the empire into the continent of 
Afia, having added to it three powerful King- 
doms *' , Fontus , Syria , Bithynia , which he 
reduced to the condition of Roman Provinces; 
leaving all the other Kings and nations of theEaft 
tributary to the Republic , as far as the Tigris. 
Among his other conquefts he took the city of 
Jerufalem , by the opportunity of a conteft about 
the crown between the two brothers Hircanus and 
Ariftobulus: The lower Town was furrendered to 
him with little or no oppofition; but theFortrels 
of the Temple coft bim a fiege 6f three months; 
Bor would he have taken it then fo eafily , as Dio tells 
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us '^ , had it not been for the advantage , that the 
beficgcd gave him by the obfervance of their weekly 
Sabbaths , on which they abftained fo religioufly 
from all work , as to negled even their neceffary 
defence. Hefhowed great humanity to the people, 
and touched no part of the facred treafure , or veffels 
of gold , which were of an immenfe value ** ; 
yet was drawn by his curiofity into fuch a pvohr 
Tiation of their Temple, as mortified them more 
than all that they had fuffered by the war : for in 
taking a view of the buildings , he entered with 
his officers , not only into the Holy Pla^c where none 
but the Priefts, but into the Holy of Holies , where 
none but the High Prieft was permitted by the 
law to enter : by which ad , as a very eminent 
"writer , more pioufly perhaps than judicioufly 
remarks, he drew upon himfelf the curfeofGod, 
and never profpercd afterwards '*• He carried 
^'Ariftobulus and his children prifohers to Romet 
for the ornament of his Triumph ; and fettled 
Hircanusin tHe government and the High Priefthood, 
but fubjed to a tribute. Upon the receipt of the 
public letters, which brought the account of his 
fuccefs , the Senate pafled a decree , that , on all 
feftival days, he (hould have the privilege to wea^a 
laurel crown with his General's robe ; and in the 
lEqueftrian races of the Circus, his triumphal habit; 
an honor, which when be had once ufed , to (how 
his grateful fenfe of it , he ever after prudently 
declined; fince without adding any thing to his 
power, it could ferve only to incfeafe the envy* 
which many were endeavouring to ftir up dgainft 
}iim '*. 
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On the merit of thefe great fcrvices be dici tnmy 
aAs abroad of a very extraordinary nature ; gave 
what kiws he pleafed to the vrbole Eaft ; diftri- 
buted the conquered countries at difcretion to the 
Kingy and Princes who had ferved him in the 
vrars ;. built twenty * nine new cities , or colonies ; 
and divided to each private foldier about fifty 
pou^ids (lerling, and to his officers in proportion , 
fo th)at the whole of his donative is computed to 
amount to above three millions of our money''. 

His firft bufinefs therefore after bis return » and 
what be Jiad much at heart, was to get thefe a^ 
ratified by public authority. The popular fadion 
promifed him every thing , and employed all their 
£kill to divert him from an union with Cicero and 
the Senate , and had made a confiderable impref- 
fion upon him ; but he found the flate of things 
very different' from their reprefentations , iaw 
Cicero (UU in high credit ; and by his means the 
authority of the Senate much refpeAed ; which 
obliged him to yfe great management , and made 
him fo cautious of offending any fide , that he 
pleafed none. Cicero ifays of hi$ firft Ijpeech » that 
ii was neither agreeable to the poor , nor relifhed by 
the rich ; difappointed the feditious , yet gave no 
latis&dion to the boneft '\ As he happened to 
come home in the very heat of Clodius's affair, fo 
be was prefcntly urged by both parties to declare 
for the one and the other. Fufius , a bufy li^ioiis 
Tribune, demanded of him before the people, what 
be thought of Clodius's being tried by the Praetor and 
a bcwb pf Judges ? To which he anjTwer^d scty 
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ariftocnrtically , as Cicero calls it ; TKat he had ever 
taken the'aothority of the Senate ro be of the greateft 
freight in all cafes. Arid when the Conful MefTala 
aflced him in the Senate , what his opinion was ot 
that profanation of religion , and the law propofed 
about it ? he took occafion , without entering into 
particulars , to applaud in general all that the Senate 
had done in it ; and upon fitting down , told Cicero , 
who (at next to him , that he had now faid enough, 
liethought, to fignify hisfentiment of the matter''. 
Craffus obferving Pompey's refervc , refolved 
to pufli him to a more explicit declaration « or to 
get the better of himatleaftin the good opinion 
of the Senate ; rifing up therefore to fpeak ], ht 
launched out , in a very high drain » into the praifes 
of Cicero's Confuifhip ; declaring himfelf indebted to 
it, for his being at that time a Senator and a Citizen \ 
nay, for his very liberty and his life; and that as 
often as he faw his wife , his family , and his country , 
ib often he faw his obligations to Ciceto. This 
difcompofed Pomp^y « v^bo was at a to& to under- 
ftand Craffus^s motive ; whether it was touke the 
benefit of an opportunity which he hadomitted , of 
ingratiating himfelf with Cicero ; or that he knew 
Cicero's a(9ts to be in high efteem , and the praife cA 
them very agreeable to the Senate ; and it piqued 
♦im the more, for it's coming from a quarter, 
whence it was leaft to be expeded ; from one; 
whom Cicero out of regard to him had alwajrs 
treated with a particular flight. The incident how- 
ever, raifed Cicero's fpirits, and made him exert 
himfelf before his new hearer , Pompcy , yfith, aH 



Digitized by 



Google 



«6S THE LIFEOF 

ibe pride 6f his eloqnence : his topics were , the 
firmnels and gravity of the Senate; the concord of the 
Equeftrian order; the concurrence of all Italy; the 
lifelefs remains of a bafiled confpiracy ; the peace and 
plenty which had fince fucceeded 2 all which he 
difplayed with his utmoft force , to let Pompey fee 
bis afcendant (till in that aflembly , and how much 
he had been iropofed upon by the accounts of his 
new friends '*. Pompey like wife on his fide 
began prefently to change his tone, and affeded 
on all public occafions to pay fo great a court to 
Cicero , that the other fadion gave him the nickr 
/name of Cnaeus Cicero : and their feeming union 
was fo generally agreeable to the city , that they 
were both of them conftantly clapped , whenever 
they appeared in the Theatre , without a hiCs from 
any quarter *'. Yet Cicero eafily difcovered that ail 
this outward civility was but feigned and ardficial^ 
that he was full of envy within , and had no good 
intentions towards the public ; nothing candid or 
fmcere ; nothing great , generous , or free ia 
him/'. 

There was one' point which Pompey refolved 
to carry this fummer , againft the univerfal incli- 
nation of the city ; the eledion of L. Afranius , one 
of his creatures to the Confullhip : in which he 
fights, fays picero » neither with authority, nor iift 
tereft , but with what Philip of Macedon took 
every fortrefs , into which he could drive a loaded 
afs *\ Plutarch fays , that he himfelf diftributed the 
money openly in his own gardens: hut. Cicero 
mentions it as a current report, that the Conful 
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Pifa. bad undertakcii to divide it at his boufe < 
y^hich gave birth to t:wo new layrs ^ diawn up by 
Catoand bis brother iu law Domitius Ahenobarbus^ 
^nd fuppofed to be IjevellcdattheQonful; thepnc 
^ which gave a liberty, to fcarch^the houfes evea 
of Magiftratea ^ oa iaforcnatiaaalof bribery ; the 
other declared 'all thofe enemies ^ to the State , at 
whqfe houfes the dividers of money were found '\ 
Pompey however obtruded AfraniiJS;t]|ton the city, 
by which he difguftcd all the better fort both of 
the Senate and people **• 

He had been making prefiaratiQn..all thi^ 
ftiinoier for hb Triumph « which ht deferred, toiiii^ 
fairth^day , the thirtieth of September ; having refidedi 
ia.thrmean while ^ a&ufual, in the fuburbs : fo 
that the Senate and people » in compliment tohjm^ 
held their aflemblies generally » during that time, 
without the walls j Tome of wbiah arc mentioned 
to have been in the Flaminian Circus '*. His 
Triumph lafted two days , and was the moft fplfcndid 
ivfaioh;:had ever been feen iii :Ro;Be t he hmkt 
iTcmplc'to Minerva out of the^lfpoils , with ati 
infcri^tiqn giving a fummary of his victories : That 
he.Jiad finilhed a war of ,tbir4y years » had 
vanquifhed , Ska'A ^aif\d taken.. two millions , :on^ 
hundred and ei^Ay-thjfeie tboutirf ipen ; ftttko^ 
taken:>eight hundred .andiorty4ix ihips ; reduced 
to the power^of the Empire a thoufand five hundred 
tml thirty^eight towns and £i>rtrefles ; and fubdiied ' 
all the countries Jbttween the lake Msotis and 
the Red Sea ^\t ; 
. Qiiintus.Cictf^, who^ by thf hdp and.iqtete^ 
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of bisbrotb^ ,> 'was iolh>wii>g bun at a proper 
liiftaace , tbrougk* all the honors of the Scace , 
having been Pnetor the iaft year; now obtaintdtbe 
government of Afia ; a rich and noble Province , 
comppchending the grcatell part of what is called 
Afia Minor. Befoi« be went to uke poficffion ol 
k, he eameftiy preiQcd Atcidus « wliofe After he 
married, to go^along with him as one of hisLieu* 
tenants ; and; refeitted bis refufal fo heinoufly , that 
Cicero bad no imj^ trouble to n|ake them friends 
again. There is an excellent l^ttef on this fobjed 
from Cicero to Atticus ; which I cannot forbear 
inferting, for the light which it gives os into die 
genuine charaAerof all the three ^ as well 20 of 
other great men of thofe times-, with a fhort account 
alfo of: the pefirntftate of the Repoblic 

Cicero to Atticus. 

- ^ I perceive from yont tetter^ and the copy of 
^ my^brotber's, ^hich you fcnt with it, a gmat 
^^ alteration in bis affection and fentiments with 
*' regard to you t which affsfts me widi all that 
^ concern, which my extreme: loVe for yo^ both 
^ ought to give me; and xv^ob wonder at the 
VfaiBetime, \(rbat conld |A>fli^ happen either 
^^ to exafperate him fo ' highly, or to effect -fo 
^ great a change m hira« 1 badiobfeived indeed 

- before , what yoa alfomiftrnfted at your leaving 
!5 us, that ht had* conceived ibmeieoret difguA, 
** .which fliocked and filled bis mibd ;witk odioui 
f^'fofpicioMi.whitlv' plough I ^aa.ioltca attjtinpt* 
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^ ing to hesd, and efpccially after the allotment 
*^ of bis Province,, yet I could neither difeover 
'' that his refentment was fo great , as it appears 
" to be from your letter, nor find, that what I 
'* faid had fo great an effed upon bim as I wifhed. 
*' I comforted myfeif however with a perfuafton, 
•* that he would contrive to fee you at Dyrrba- 
^^ chium , or feme other place in thofe parts ; and 
'* in that cafe made no doubt, but that ail would 
*• be fet right; not only by your difcourfe and 
" talking the matter over between yourfelves,, but 
" by the very fight -and mutual embraces of each 
*' other; for I need not tell you, who know it 
*' as well as myfeif, what a fund of good nature 
** and fwectnefs of temper there is in my brother, 
•* and how apt he is, both to take and to forgive 
** an offence. But it is very unlucky , that you 
" did not fee him ; fince, by that means, what 
** others have artfully inculcav**ed , has had fnore 
** influence on bis mind , than either his duty , ot 
** his relation to you, ot your old friendfhip^ 
•* which ought to have liad the moft. Where 
^' the blame of air this lies, it is eafier for me to 
•* imagine, than to writer b^ng afraid, left, 
*^ while I am excafing my own people , I (hotild 
** be too fevere lapon yours; for ae ji||ake the cafe 
V to be , if thofe of his own familj^d not make 
** the wound, they might at leaft have tured-it. 
** When we fee one another «ga>in , I (hafl ebcpkiia 
*f to you more eafily the fource of the whole ^vil, 
*^ which is fpfead fomewhat widfcr than it feems 
^ to be. -*- As ta ditt lour which he w^Qte to 
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" you from Thcffalonica , and what you fuppoft 
'* him to havefaid of you to y pur friends at Rome; 
'* and on the road , I cannot conceive, what could 
?^ move him to it. But. all my hopes of making 
^* this matter eafy depend on your Jiumanity: for 
" if you will but refled , that the heft men are 
" often the moft eofy , both to be provoked, and 
'* to be appeafed; and that this quickuefs, if I 
** may fo call it , or flexibility of temper, is gene- 
" rally the proof. of a good nature; and above 
•* all , that we ought to bear with one another's 
^^ infirmities or faults , or even injuries : this trou- 
** blefome affair ^ I hope , will foon be made up 
*^ again. I beg qf you that it may be fo. For it 
' ^^ ought to be my fpecial care , from the fingular 
^* affedion which I bear to you , to do every thing 
" in my power, that all, who belting to me, may 
** both love and be beloved by yoUi There was 
*' no occafion for that part of your letter, in which 
*' you. mention the opportunities, Which you have 
** omitted of employments both in the City and 
"the Provinces J as >*rell at other times, as in 
'* my ConfulQiip; I am perfedly acquainted with 
"the ingenuity and greatnefs of your mind; and 
f' never thought that there was any other differ- 
" en^e bet\iea ^ou and me , but in a different 
•* choice anRnetliod of life i whiift I was drawn,* 
^^ by a fort of ambition,, to the defire and puffuit 
** of honors; you, by other maxims, in no wifd 
^ blamable, to the enjoyment of aa honorable 
** retreat. But for the genuine ch^rader of pro- 
:V W^y * diligence, ejta^acfe of bekaviour, I -neiihcr 

prefer 
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prefer myfelf , nor any man elfe to you r and a$ 
for love to rtie, after my brother and my own 
fomily i I give you always the firft place. For 
I (aw, and faw it in a manner the moft affeding^ 
both your folicitude and your joy , in all the 
various turns of my afikirs; and vras of tea 
pleafed ^ as well with the applaufe , which you 
gave roe in fuccefs, as the comfort , which yoti 
adminiftered in my fears: and even now, in 
the time of your abfence, I feel and regret the 
lofe^ not only of your advice, in which you 
excel all; but of that familiar chat with you^ 
in which I ufed to ' take (o much delight. 
Where then (hall I tell you that I moft want 
you ? in public aflfairs ? where it Can never be 
permitted to me to fit idle i or in my labors at 
the bar ? which 1 fuftained before through am- 
bition, but now, to preferve my dignity: ot 
in my domeftic concerns? where, though 1 
always wanted your help before , yet linde the 
departure of my brother, I nbw ftand the more 
in need of it. In fhort , neither in my labors , 
nor reft; neither in bufinefs, nor retirement; 
neither in the Forum , nor at home ; neither iil 
public , nor in private affairs , can t live any 
longer without your friendly counfel, and en- 
dearing converfation. We have pften been re- 
ftrained on both fides , by a kind of fbame ^ 
from explaining ourfelves on this article; but I 
was now forced to it by that part of youf 
letter, in which you thought fit to juftifyyourfelf 
and your way of life to me. -*^But to return to my 
Vol. L T 
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^ brother; in the prefcnt (late of the ill hiimor 
" which he cxpreffes towards you, it happens 
" however conveniently, that your refolution of 
*^ declining all employments abroad was declared , 
** and known long beforehand , both to me and 
" your other friends ; fo that your not being now 
'* together cannot be charged to any quarrel or 
" rupture between you, but to your judgment 
" and choice of life. Wherefore both this breach 
** in your union will undoubtedly be healed again, 
** and your friendfliip> with me remain for ever 
'\ inviolable , as it has hitherto been. — We live 
** here in an infirm , wretched , tottering Republic : 
" for you have heard , I guefe , that our Knights 
" are now almoft disjoined again from the Senate. 
• ' The firft thing which they took amifs , was the 
" (Jecree for calling the judges to account, who 
"had taken money in.Clodius's affair: I hap- 
" pened to be abfent when it paffed ; but hear- 
•^ ing afterwards that the whole order refentcd it, 
•* though without complaining openly , I chid the 
" Senate, as I thought, with great effed; and in 
" a caufe not very modeft, fpoke forcibly and 
" copioUfly. They have now* another curious 
" petition , fcarce fit to be endured : which yet I 
" not only bore with , but defended. The com- 
** pany, who hired the Afiatic revenues of the 
*.* Cenfors , complained to the Senate, that, 
" through too great an eagernefe , they had giveii 
*" more for them than they are worth, and beg- 
*' ged to be rcleafed from the bargain. I was 
*• their chief advocate , or rather indeed the 
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" fecond ; for Craffus was the man , who put them 
" upon making this requeft. The thing is odious 
" and (hameful, and a public confelfion of their 
" ralhnefs : but there was great reafon to appre- 
" hend, that if they fhould obtain nothing, they 
" would be wholly alienated from the Senate; fo 
" that this point alfo was principally managed by 
** me. For, on the firft and fecond of December, 
" I fpokc a great deal on the dignity of the 
•' two orders , and the advantages of the concord 
" between them , and war heard very favorably 
" in a full houfe. Nothing however is yet done; 
*' but the Senate appears well difpofed : for Me- 
*' tellus , the Conful eled , was the only one , who 
** fpoke againft us: though that Hero of ours,' 
" Cato, was going alfo to fpeak, if the (hortnefs 
'* of the day had not prevented him. Thus, in 
" purfuit of my old meafures , 1 am fupporting , 
*• as well as 1 can , that concord which my Con- 
" fulfhip had cemented : but fince no great ftrefe 
*• can now be laid iipon it, I have provided 
" myfelf another way , and a fure one , 1 hope, of 
" maintaining my authority j which I cannot well 
** explain by letter, yet will give you a fhort hint 
** of it. 1 am in ftrid friendlhip with Pompey — . 
** I know already what you fay — and will be upon 
*' my guard , as far as caution can ferve rtie ; and 
•' give you a farther account, fome other time, 
** of my prefent condud in politics. You are to 
** know , in the „ mean while, that Lucceius de- 
•* ligns to fue diredly for the Confulfhip ; for he 
•• wili have, it is faid , but two competitors: 

T 9 
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*' Caefar, by means of Arrius, propofes to join 
** with bim; and Bibulus, by Pifo's mediation, 
^ thinks of joining with C^efar. Do you laugh 
** at this ? Take my word for it , it i^ no laugh- 
" ing matter. What fliall I write farther? What? 
" There are many things; but for another occa- 
** fion. If you would have us exped you , pray 
** let me know it: at prcfent 1 ihall beg only 
« modedly, what I defire very earneftly, that 
^ you would come as foon as poffible. December 
•• the fifth '\ " 

As to the petition of the Knights , mentioned in 
-this letter, Cato, when he came afterwards to 
fpeak to it, oppofed it fo rcfolutcly, that he pre- 
vailed to have it rejefted: which Cicero often con- 
demns , as contrary to all good policy ; and com- 
plains fometimes in his letters, that Cato, though 
he was the only man who . had any regard for 
the Republic, yet frequently did mifchief, by 
purfuing his maxims abfurdly, and without any 
regard to the times'*: and upon a review of the 
tranladions which had paffed fince his confulihip , 
and the turn which the public affairs were then 
taking, he feeras to forctel, that the Republic 
'could not (land much longer; fsnce this very year 
had overthrown the two main pillars of it , which 
he had been ereding with fuch pains; the autho* 
rity of the Senate, and their union with the 
Knights '\ 
A. Urb. 693. Q. Cxcilius MeteJlus and L. Afranius were 
Cic. 47» now Confuls. The firft had been Prsetor in Cice- 
^^•^ ro's GonfuUhip, and commanded an army againft 
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Catiline, and was an excellent Magiftrate andt^. Cjbcili- 
true Patriot ; a firm oppofer of all the fadlious , ^s Metel- 
and a profefled enemy always to Pompey; in lusCeler, 
which he was the more heated by a private refent* « '*^^^" 
ment of the affront offered to his filler Mucia, 
whom Pompey had lately put away '\ His partner^ 
Afranius, was the crea^ture of Pompey 's power; 
but of no credit or fervice to him , on the account 
of his luxury and^ l^zinefs; being fonder of balls, 
than of bufinefs. Cicero calls him a Conful , whom 
none but a Philofophcr could look upon without 
fighing; a Soldier without fpirit; and a proper 
butt for the raillery of the Senate , where Palicanus 
'abufed him every day to his face; and fo (Vupid; 
as not to know the value of what he had 
purchafed '** 

By the help of this Conful and fome of the. 
Tribunes, Pompey imagined, that he fliould rea- 
dily obtain the ratification of his ads, together 
with an Agrarian law, which he was pufbing 
forward at the lame time, for the diftribution of 
lands to his foldiers ; but he was vigoroufly oppot 
ed in them both by the other Gonful Metellus, 
and the generality of the Senate '^ Lucullus de- 
clared , that they ought not to confirm his ads 
in the grofs, as if they received them from a 
mafter, but to confider them feparately, and ra- 
tify thofe only which were found to be rcafon* 
able '*. But the Tribune Flavins , who was the 
promoter of the law, impatient of this oppofition, 
and animated by Pompey 's power, had the hardi** 
nefs to Commit Metellus to Prifon ; and when all 
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the Senate followed i and refolved to go to prifod 
too , he clapt his chair at the prifon-door to keep 
them out: but this violence gave fuch a general 
fcandal to the city, that Pompey found it advif- 
able to draw off the Tribune , and releafe the Gon- 
ful'*. In order to allay thefe heats, Cicero ol^ 
fered an amendment to the law^ which fatisfied 
both parties, by fecuring the pofleflions of all 
private proprietors , and hindering the public lands 
from being given away: his propofal was, that 
out of the new revenues, which Pompey had 
acquired to the Empire, five years rents (hould be 
fet apart to purchafe lands for the intended dif-^t 
tribution**. fiqt the progrefs of the affair was fuf- 
pended by the fudden ^larm of a Gallic war , 
which was always terrible to Rome, and being 
DOW adually commenced by feveral revolted na^ 
tions, called for the immediate care and attention 
of the Government**. 

The Senate decr<ted the two Gauls feverally to 
the two Confuls; and required them to make 
levies without any regard to privilege , or ex-f 
emption from fervice: and that three Senators 
ibould be chofen by lot , one of them of Confular 
rank, to be fent with a public charadlcr to the 
Other GalHc cities , to diffuade them from joining 
in the war. In the allotment of tbefe ambaffadors, 
the firft lot happened to fall upon Cicero ; but the 
whole affembly remonftrated againftit, declaring 
bis prefcnce to be neceffary at Rome , and that be 
ought not to be employed on fuch an errand. 
The fame thing happened to Pompey, pn whoitt 
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th^ next lot fell, \vho was retaioed alfo with' 
Cicero, as two pledges of the public fafety*\ 
Th# three at laft chpfen were Q. Metellus Crcticus^ 
L. Flaccus , and Lentulus. The Tranfalpine Gaul« 
which was the feat of the war , fell to the lot of 
Metellus ; who could not contain His joy upon it 
for the profpecl of glory which it offered him. 
Metellus, lays Cicero, is an admirable Conful: 
I biame him only in one thing, for not Ceeming 
pleafed with the news of peade from Gaul. He 
longs, I fuppofe, to triumph. I wifli that he was 
as ntoderate in this, as he is excellent in aU other 
refpeds". 

Cicero now finiflied in the Greek language, 
and in theftyle and manner of Ifocrates, what he 
calls a Commentary or Memoirs of the :tranfa(aion« 
pf bis Confullhip; and fent it to Atticus, with a 
defire, if he approved it> to publifh it. in .Athens 
and thCs cities of Greece. He happened to receive 
a piece at 'the fame tiipe , and on the fame 
fubjeift, from Atticu?., which he railiies^as.fough 
and unpoUflied, and without any beauty,, but it'^ 
firopliqity. He fent his own work alfd to Fofido^ 
nius of Rhodes, and begged that he would undertake 
the f^m« ^rgumpnt in a^ore elegant and mafterly 
manner. But Pofidonius %nfwered him. with i 
compUmcnt, that inftead of being encouraged to 
write by] the perufal of his piece , he was quite 
^leterred from attempting it. Upon which Cicero 
fays jocofcly, that he hiid confounded the whole 
Greek nation, and freed bimfelf from "the impor-j 
tpnity of thofe little witsi^ ^ho b^.cj l^eq t^^it)g 

T4 
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bim fo JoDg , to be employed in vrriting the 
biftory of bis ads '^. Wbat be (ays In exoufe for 
taking that taft upon bimfelf, is, tbat it was 
not a panegyric, but a biftory; which makes our 
Jols of it the greater, fince it mud have given a 
more exaA account of thofe times, than can now 
be poflibly had^ in an entertaining work, finiflied 
with care and elegance; which not only pleafed 
bimfelf, as it feeros to have done very highly, 
but, as he tells us, every body eUe. If therd 
be any thing in it , (ays he , which does not 
ieem to be good 'Greek , or polite enough to 
pleafe your tafte, I will not fay what Luculkis fold 
you of hfs own hiftory at Panormus, that heibad 
Icattered Xome barbarifms in it, on purpofe to 
make it appear to be the work of a Roman : for 
if any thing of that kind fbould be found in mine, 
it is not with defign, but contrary to my intent 
tion ••. 

Upon ^e plan of thefe Memoirs , he compofed 
afterwards a Latin poem in three books, in which 
be carried down the hiftory to the end of his 
exile, but' did not venture to publifb it till feveral 
years 'after: Not that he was afraid , he fays, 
of the refentment of thofe whom he had laibed 
in it, for he had done th^t part very fparingly, 
but of thofe rather whom he had not celebrated, 
it being endlefs to mention all who h^d beeil 
ftrviceable to him ". This piece is alfo loft, except 
t few fragments fcattered in different parts of his 
other writings. The three books were fevcrally 
iofcribtd to three ol tbo IVIufes j of which U^ 
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brt>thef tiHpttffcs the higheft approbation, and 
admonUhes him to bear in mind wh^t Japiteif 
#secommends in the end of Urania^ or the fecond 
book; which concluded probably with foroe mond 
Jefibin, not unlike to what Calliope prefcribes in 
the third". 

Intmrea c$trfm^ qmt prima a parte juv$nta^ 
i^fipii adeo Confu! virtute animoque petifli , 
lbs re$init$ fiique migt frnnam Imtdefyue l^nwwn^ 

That noble courfe ^ in rpbicb thy earlieji youth 
Was trained tt tfirtme , liberty , and trutb , 
Jftiofbicbi rtbrn Confute you fucb honor tjoon^ 
While Rome i»itb Tponder and appiaufe looked a». 
The fame parfue ^ and let each gr&voing year 
A fr^sb increafe of fame and glory bear. 

He publidied likewife at this time a CoUedion dl 
the principal Speeches which be had made in hid 
Confulfhip, under the title of his Confular Ora* 
tions? He chofe to make a fepatate volume ol 
them, KS Demofthenes had donjp of his Philippics, 
in' wder to give a fpecimen of his civil or political 
talents; being of a different manner, he fays, 
from the dry arid crabbed ftyle of the Bar, ajtid 
fliowing, not only how he fpoke, but how he 
W&ed. The two firft were againft the Agrariaa 
law of Rullus; the one to the Senate , the othet 
to the People: the third on the tumult aboul 
Othor the fourth, for Rabirius: the fifth, to the 
fbnsof the profcribed: the fixth, upon his rcfign- 
itig die prDviuce laif Gaul : the fevemh^ cightbi 
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niolh^ and tenth., on the affair of Gatilioe; vrkk 
two more fiiort ones, as appendices to tbofe of 
the Agrarian law. But of thefe twdve, four are. 
entirely loft; the third, fikh, and fixth, with one 
of the ibort ones; and fome of the reft left roaiiised 
and imperfect He publifbed alfo at this time 
in Latin vcrfe a tranflation of the Prognoftics of 
Aratus, which he promifes to fend to Atticus with 
the volume of his orations " ; of which work 
there arc only two or three fmall fragments now 
remaining. 

Clodius, who had been contriving all this while 
how to revenge himfelf on Cicero, began now to 
give an opening to the fcheme, which he had formed 
for that purpofe. His projeft was, to get himfelf 
chofen Tribune » and in that office to drive him 
out of the city, by the publication of a law, 
Which by fome ftratagem or other he hoped €o 
obtmde upon the people". But as all Patricians 
were incapable of the Tribunate , by it's origuial 
inftitution, fo his firft ftep ;was to make himfelf a 
Plebeian, by the pretence of an adoption into a 
Plebeian houfe , >Vhich could not yet be donfi 
without the fuffrage of the people. This cafe was 
wholly new^ and contrary tb all the iorms; want* 
ing every condition, and ferving none of the ends; 
Vrhith were required in regular adoptions; fd tb^ 
on the firft propofal it feemed too extravagant to 
be treated ferioiifly, artd Would foon have been 
hiffed off with.fcorni had it not been .concep!ted 
and privately fupported by perfons of much mor^ 
yr^ight than Clodius. ^CaejO^ ;w^s at the bOitom 
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of it, and Epropey fecretIylavorcd.it: tiot that 
they intendec^ to ruin Cicero, but to keep him only 
under the lafh ; and if they could not draw him 
into their .meafures^ or make him at leaft fit quiet, 
to I6t Clodius loofe upon him. The folicitor of it 
was one Herennius, an obfcure, hardy Tribune, 
who firft moved it to the Senate , and afterwards 
to the people , but met with no encouragement 
from either: for the Conful Metellus, thougb 
brother-in-law to Clodius, warmly oppofed it**; 
and declared , that, he would ftrangle him fooner 
with his own hands, than fuffer him to bring fuch 
a difgrace upon his family *' : yet Herennius perfifted 
to prefsit, but without any vifible effedor fuccefs;^ 
and fo the matter hung through the remainder of 
the year. ^ 

Cicero affedted to treat it with the contempt 
which it feemed to deferve ; fometimes rallying 
Clodius with much pleafantry, fometimes admo> 
aiihing him with no lefs gravity : he told him in 
the Senate, that his attempt gave him no manner 
of pain; and that it fbould not be any more in* 
his power to overturn the State, when a Plebeian, 
than it was in the power of the Patricians of the 
fame (lamp in the time of his ConfulIfaip^V But 
whatever face he put outwardly on this afifair,' 
it gave him a real uneafinefs within, Oand made- 
him unite himfelf more clofely with Portipey, for 
the benefit of his protedion againft a^ ftorm ,' 
which he faw ready to break upon him ; while 
Pompey, ruffled likewife by the oppofition of the 
Senate , was as forward on his fide to embraco 
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Cicero , as a perfon neceflary to his interefts. 
Cicero, however, imagining, that this ftep would 
be cenfured by many, as a defertion of his old 
principles, takes frequent occafion to explain the 
motives of it to his friend Atticus , declaring , 
^ that the abfolution of Clodius, the alienation 
^ of the Knights , the indolence and luxury of 
^ the Confular Senators , who minded nothing 

• but their iifli - ponds , their carps and mullets , 
•* and yet were all envious of him , made it . 
** neceffary for him to feek fome firmer fupport 

• and alliance. — That in this new friendfliip he 
^ {faould attend ftill to what the Sicilian wag 
^ Epicharmus whifpered, be watchful and diftruft, 

• for thbfe are the nerves of the mind *'. " On 
another occafion he obferves, " That his union 

• with Pompey, though ufeful to himfelf, w^s 

• more ufeful to the Republic, by gaining a man 
^ of his power and authority , who was wavering 
^ and irrefolute, from the hopes and intrigues of 
^ the fadious: that if this could not have been^ 
** done without drawing upon himielf a chargt 
•• of levity , he would not have purchafed that, 
^ or any other advantage at fuch a price : but he 
^ had managed the matter fo, as not to be thought 
*' the worft citizen for joining with Pompey , but 
•• Pompey himfelf the better , by declaring for 
" him. — That fince Catulus's death , he flood 
•* fingle and unfupported by the other Confulars 
•* in . the caufe of the ariftocracy ; for as the Poet 
** Rhinton fays, Some of them were good for 
^ nothing, others cared for nothing**. But how 
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^ much thefe fifli-niongers of ours envy me, " Cays 
he , "I will write you word another time, or 
" referve it to our meeting. Yet nothing fliall 
^ ever draw me away from the Senate ; both 
^* becaufe it is right, and moft agreeable to my 
^^ intered , and that I have no reafon to be 
" difpleafed with the marks of refped which they 
" give me*\ " In a third letter, be fays, "Yoit 
" chide me gently for my union with Pompey: 
" I would not have you to think , that I fought 
" itx>nly for my own fake; but things were come 
** to fuch a crifis, that if any' diflferencc had 
" happened between us, it muft have caufed great 
'* difturbance in the Republic ; which I have 
"guarded againft in fuch a manner, that without 
'" departing from my own maxims, I have rendered 
** him the better, and made him remit fomewbat 
" of his popularity: for you muft know, that he 
** now fpeaks of my ads, which many have been 
** incenfing him againft, much more glorioufly 
" than he does of his own ; and declares, that he 
" had only ferved the State fucccfsfully but that 
**^I had faved it**. What good this will do to 
** me, I know not; but it will certainly dQ much 
" to the Republic. What if I could make Caefar 
** alfo a better citizen, whofe winds are now very 
** profperous; (hould 1 do any great harm by it? 
" Nay, if there were none who really envied me, 
'* but all were encouraging me as they ought, it 
** would yet be more commendable to heal thf 
" viciated parts of the State, than to cut them 
^ off: but now, when that body of Knights, who 
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" were planted by me in my Confulfliip, with 
^^ you at their bead , as our guard in the Capital, 
" have defer ted the Senate, and our Confulars 
^' place their chief happinefs in training the iifii 
^ in their ponds to feed from their hands, ind 
^ mind nothing clfe; do not you think, that I 
^' am doing good fervice, by managing fo, that 
" thofe, who can do mifchief, will not? For as 
'^ to our friend Cato, you cannot love him more 
** than I do ; yet, with the beft intentions and the 
^ greateft integrity, he often hurts the Republic ; 
" for he delivers his opinion , as if it were in the 
•* polity of Plato, not in the dregs of Romulus *'. 
** What could be more juft, than to call thote 
f* to an account, who had received money for 
** judging? Cato propofed,. the Senate agreed to 
*' it: the Knights prefently declared war againfl: 
*' the Senate, not againfl me ; for I was not of 
*' that opinion. What more impudent, than to 
*• demand a releafe from their contrad? yet it 
^^ was better to fuffer that lo(s, than to alienate 
•* the whole order : but Cato oppofcd it , and 
" prevailed; fo that now, when the Conful was 
^^ thrown into prifon, as well as in all the tumults 
•* which have lately happened, not one of chem 
" would ftir a foot; though under me, and the 
** Confuls who fuccecded me , they bad defended 
" the Republic fo ftrenuoufly, &c. '\ " 

In the midft of thefe tranfadions , Julius Caefar 
returned from the government of Spain, which 
had been allotted to him from his Praetorflbip, 
with great fame both for his military and political 
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aAs. He conquered the barbarous nations hy his 
arms , and civilized them by his laws ; and haying 
fubdued the whole country as far as the Ocean » and 
been falutcd Emperor by the foldiers , came away in 
all hade to Rome , to fue at the fame time for. the 
double honor of a Triumph and the Confulfbip **. 
But his demand of the firft was, according to^ the - 
^ifual forms , incompatible with bis ^etenfions to 
the fecond ; fmce the one obliged him to continue 
without the city, the other made his prefencc 
neceffary within : fo that finding an averfion in 
the Senate to difpenfe with the laws in his favor, 
he preferred the folid to the fpecious , and dropt the 
Triumph, to lay hold on the Confulfhip **\ He 
defigned L. Lucceius for his Colleague , and pri- 
vately joined interefts with him , on condition 
that Lucceius , who was rich , fhould furnilb money 
fufficient to bribe the Centuries, But the Senate, 
always jealous of his defigns, and fearing the 
effcds'of his power, when fupported by a Col- 
league fubfervient to his will, efpoufed the other 
candidate, Bibulus, with all their authority, and 
nade a common purfe to enable him to bribe as high 
as his competitors : which Cato himfelf is faid to 
have approved '**. By this means they got Bibulus 
eleded, to their great joy; a man firm to their 
interefts , and determined* to obftrud all the ambi- 
tious attempts of Caefar. 

Upon Caefar's going to Spain, he had engaged 
CralTus to ftand bound for him to his creditors,- who 
were clamorous and troublefome , as far as two 
hundred tiioufand pounds fterling : fo much did he 
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want to be worth nothing, ns he merrily laid of 
himfelf '**. Craflus hoped ; by the purchafe of 
his friendftip , to be able to make head againd 
Fompey in the adminiftration of public affairs : 
bntCxfar, who had long been courting Pompey* 
and laboring to difengage him from an union with 
Cicero and the ariftocratical intereft, eaCiy faw, 
that as things then flood, their joint ftrength 
would avail but little towards obtafning what 
they aimed at , unlels they could induce Pompey 
alfo to join with them : on pretence therefore of 
reconciling Pompey and Craflus , who had beeti 
conftant enemies , he formed the proje<5l of a 
triple league between the three; by which they 
Ibould mutually oblige themfelves to promote each 
other's Intcreft, and to ad nothing but by common 
agreement: to this Pompey eafily consented, on 
account of the difguft which the Senate had impo« 
liticly given him, by their p^rvcrfe oppofition to 
every thing which he defired or attempted in the 
Sute. 

This is commonly called the firft Triumvirate ; 
which was nothing elfe in reality but a traitorous 
Confpiracy of three , the mod powerful Citizens 
of Rome, to extort from their country by vio- 
lence *what they could not obtain by law. Pom« 
pey*s chief motive was , to get his ads confirmed 
by Caefar in his Confulfhip ; Caefar's , by giving way 
to Pompey 's glory, to advance his own ; and Craf- 
fus's, to gain that afcendant, which he could not 
tiiftain alone, by the authority of Pompey and the 
vigor of Caefar '*'. But Cxfar , who. formed the 

fcheme , 
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icheroe , eafily ikW i that Uie chief advantage of 
it would neceflarily redound to bimfelf ; he kntvr^ 
that the old enmity between the other two ^ 
though it might he palliated , could, -never be 
healed without leaving a. fiecret jealoufy between 
them; and as by their. coinmoh help he.'wa^ (urc 
to make himfelf fuperior to all others , fo by ma> 
naging the one againft the other, be hoped *to 
gain at laft the fuperiority aHb over them both***. 
To cement this union therefore the more ftrongly 
by the ties of l^lood as well as interefty.iie'gav^ 
his daughter Julia, a beautiful . and accompliflied 
young lady, in itkrriage toFompey: and from 
this sera all the Roman writers* date the origin of 
the civil wars, which afterwards enfued, and? the 
fubverfion of the Republic, in which they; ehdr 
ed'-\ - . .,-'^' ■ 

■ '! { ■■ '■*■■-> tu caufa ipahrum 
, F^ti $ribus domhiis communis Santa -^ i ^ oi . 

ffencs flcrw'd our ills ^ Beitce all that civil Jlanie ^ 
■ ttntftH Rome the commoH slate of three became^' ' '^ * 

Cicero might have made what terms be plteiled 
with the Triumvirate ; been admitted avert a 
partner of their power, and a ibm*th in then: 
league; which feemed to want a man of liis^a* 
rader to make it complete;.. JPor while thrrrfcft 
were engaged ' in their governments i and fth< 
command of armies abroad, his authority would 
have, been of fmgulac u&^^C home ^: to manage 
Vol. L V 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•9^ d: HE LIFE oi? 

ihe^aftHTi 6l die titjfrv ^aaxi Jbitcit wlmt they hdi 
X»tnui£xSt vrith the Senate or. People. Cclar 
^therefore was extfemelf defiroas to. add iuiii to 
the iparcjr / or to .engage iiioi rather in particular 
aoeaferos it^ith himfetf ; and no iboner entered intef 
the Goafolflifp , than he fent hioi word by their 
-common friend Balbtis, that he would be govern- 
ed ! in every (bep <by >htiii and Pompey, widi 
wh6m ihe would emteavaur td join Crafliis too '*^ 
But Cicero would not jeotev into any engagements 
jointly with the Three , whole union he abhorred; 
tu)t into private iaeftbiresv with 'Caefar, wh<^'iiw 
jtentions he always fufpeded. He thoiight Pompey 
the better citizen of ^ihetwo; took hi& views to 
bi: IbCr. d^gerdus ^ and his tenctpcr iuore trad* 
atble; aitd. imagined jthat.a frparat^ .aJliaoce with 
him Hvould be fufficicnt to Ocreen him from the 
malice of his enemies. Yet this put him under 
no fmall difficulty: for- if he oppofed the Trium- 
virate , he could n^t exped to continue i^ell ^tti 
pQmpcy;; ot, ; if he fei-ved it, with the Senates 
in the-firft, he^jaw l^isf ryrtn,; hi .the^ Second., the 
lofs of .his credit* >He chofe thecefoc^^ w^at the 
tvife will always chufc in foch circumftances , a 
tnMdlq way; to. temper bis . behaviour fo^ that 
wilh/lhe bonftancf^ lofjfaas d^^ty to ibe^Repuiblic^ hie 
tutgibtibai^e.^ re^r^aifo^tohis fafety, b^i^etitfrttiog 
foitoewA^^bDof bi&c>idivigorand cdntentiou, v^ithoUC 
ftihmittinglito 'tbetneaf&Defeiof)confeatiQr opproba* 
tJito ;] ! wd yrfaen rhis; authority could be^xif-no ufe.td 
hUjCOrrn^ryjiitOimaniig/e'their new mafters lo, as^not 
toirrAtitteih^rpawerjtoJiisoJv\^nilefiia^^ which 
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tyas all th^.^ ^t^ <3<»Cjt:ed ".'.,, /tbl^ "^S^^t^ #J^«» 
of Mlitics i, >y'h.ich, a§. .fe^ ^^jftpnj;Jpflj<nt%^, tB&. 
•Wealcnefs of tlie' honeft", the penvsrfeQ,ic!^' (jIj^^Oj 
epvious^ and th? hjii^rs(:|. o^ t||5^ ^y,i;;^lse4 ^b-lsetl 
Kimtopurrue. ' ,.,,^ . , ,j . ,. 

One pi his intin^:|te fnctids ^apirii^^Eseti^?^ 
tpade him a prefcnt about this time of a^ CQllc<f^Qqi, - 
ofbooks, wfcich fell to him by the dc^ath of, Ifls, 
bfothef S€r%aiis Claudius,- ^ i^elebratj^ti fchplajj! 
and critic of that a^^ '**. Xhc books wer^.;|l( 
at Athens , wher^ Servjus pripbably dijexj 5 _afj4 
the manner in whicb Ci^er^Q Ytrite^ abouc^ th(;n>, tq, 
AtticuSi fhows what a value hc fet upon thp pfe--| 
(ent, and what pleasure, he expe^dlcd ffptp, ^bp.u^i 
oi it* ^ , ' : 

"Papirius l^tos/* fays he. » *'a;i bon^i miij-^; 
^ wbo loves me, has given tne the books, which 
^ his Ijroth^r Serviu?^ left; and fince your agpn^^ 
^ Cii^cius tells rae, that I may JF^Iely (ake t^i^i^: 
*• by the CJnci^n law '" , I readily figniiied nifff 
^ acceptance qf them. Now if you \o^t i^lSf/ 
^ or know that I love you, 1 beg of you to tal^^. 
^^ care by your friends, clients, bolls, freedjqtiqn^^ 
" flaves^ tlhat not a leaf of tKem be loJJ< I aiT)|k 
*^ in extreme want both of the Greek bppksij 
" whkh I guefs, and the Latin, which L'knOVf. 
" hii[ii to have left:, for ^^ fi^xi|d xjoprt^ ^n^nH^^rc 
" co'mfor^: every clay> iiji^ gfyipg .^U t)ie tirae,<^ ' ' 
" which 1 can fteal f^otrf thelB^r, to thofe J[lu(|i^^/j 
* You will do me a gres^t ple^fijre, ^ verjf grea^, c 
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^gence la' tbis^ that yo\i ufually do id aill other 
^ affair^, which you take mc to have much at 
^he^it,^c. "•." 

^ While Cicero was iH the country in the end of 
the year, his Archited Cyrus was finifhing for 
him at' Rome fome additional buildings to his 
houfe on mount Palatine : but Atticus , who was 
jdft returned from Athens, found great fault with 
the fmallnels of the Vitidows ; to which Cicerq 
gives a jocoifc anfwer,- bantering: both the objec- 
tion of Atticus , and the way of reafoning of the 
architects' "You iitUe think/* lays he, "that in 
finding fault with my windows , you condemn the 
inftitntiort of Cyrus *" ; f Or when I niade the fame 
objedion, Cyrus (old me, that the profpedofthe 
fields did not appear to fuch advantage through 
larger lights. For let the eye be A; the objedk 
B, C; the rays, D; E; voii fee the reft. If vifion 
iiideed were pcrformecl , ds you Epicureans hold » 
by images flying off frOnl the objed, thofe images 
would be well crowded iii fo ftrait a paflage; 
but if by the emiltion of rays from the eye, it 
will be m^d^ coituhodioufly enough. If you find 

^ny Mother fault^ you Ihall have as good as you 
bring; ui^lels it can be mended without any coil 

A. Urk 694. ^ Cttfdr and Bibalus entered flow into the Con* 

Cic. 48. ftilfhip, with views, and principles wholly oppo- 

Coffi fjtc to each other ; while the Senate were pleaUng 

C. JuLivf tfcemfelves with tlieir addrefs, in procuring one; 

M^Ca"' Cooftfl of their own, to check the ambition of 
fuamus the other, dnd expeding now to reap the fruit 
B1BULVS4 
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of it. But they prefently found upon a trial, 
that the balance and confltitutioa of th$ Republic 
Mras quite changed by the; ovicrbearlng power of 
the Three : and that Csefar was too ftrong to be 
controlled by any of the legal and ordinary 
methods of oppofitiont he had gained fe veil of 
the Tribunes, of whom Vatinius was the captain 
of bis mercenaries ; whofe talk it wa$. to fcour 
theftreets, fecure the avenues of the- Forum » and 
cl^r it by a fuperior force of all , who were pre- 
pared to oppofe them. 

Clodius , in the mean time , was puO)ing on 
the affair of his adoption ; and foliciting the peo* 
pie to coSirm the law, which he bad provided 
for that purpofe. The Triumvirate pretended to 
be againft it, or at lead to (land neuter; but 
were watching Cicero's motions , in order to take 
their meafures from bis condud, which they did 
not find fo obfequious as they expecSted. ; In ^his 
interval it happened, that C. Antonius^ Cicero's 
colleagqe , who had governed Macedonia from 
t^e time of his Confulihip , was now impeached 
and brought to a trial for the male*adminin;ration 
of his Province; and being found guilty t was 
condemned to perpetual exile. Cicero was" his 
advocate, and, in the courfe of his pleading, 
happened to fall, with the ufual freedom, into a 
<;otpplaint of the times and the oppreflion of the 
Republic , in a ftyle that was interpreted to refleft 
fevcrely upon their prefent rulers. The ftory 
was carried diredly to Cqefar, and reprefcnted to 
hirti in foch colors, that he r^folvfd to revenge 

V3 
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• k |)r6fclldy"oA CSx^rb, 'by t^io^tig 6n Clodios^ 
'fow; and tvio lb v^dfgiEfr in k, that he ifrflandy 
%^^d 4a flffembfy ^f the ^e^ple , and behig af- 

'^ft^ by PcNWpey, as( Xu^ur, to make the aft 
legal ttftd attrpiciocis ', feot the adoption ratified 
hy the' pieopte throu^ ail tht Uftms ***, wfthib. 
tbi^e hobrs from the drtfe of 'Cicepo'^ fpeakiog. 

ilibdlii^, who **a$ M Augur tOo, feemg ad- 
v^rtifed^of vrl^at ^yras going forvWMrd; feot noticte 
to PoilApey , that he ^z% dbferving the hcavetfs 
and taking the aufpices , during w4ik4i f Ondion it 
^^a» illegal to ^rahfact any bofmefii with the 
^^W50ple **'*. But Poihpcy , inftead of pajring any 
fcpegard lo hi^ n>effagc , ga^ a fahAion to the pro- 
ceeding 'by prdfiding in it; {b that it was carried 
-'•watbout any oppofkion* And thus the bow, as 
^CiteM Cafls it, which h^d been kept bem againft 

• him and *he Republic, was aft fell difcharged "' ; 
-^and a plain admonit^n grv<h to him, what he 
^httd to expeft , if h* would not he more com- 
|>lying. Per his danger "was brought one ftep 
nearer, <>y laying the Tribunate open toOodius, 
whofe next attempt might prdbaWy reach home 
'to him. Thcfe laws of adoptioii were <hrawn]up 
in the ftyle of a petition to the people , after the 

.following fornfll. 

^'IVIay it pleafe you , Citizens , to ordain , that 
'P. Clodius be , to all intents and purpoTes of law, 
as truly the fon of Fonteins, as if he were bcgottfcn 
of his body in lawful marriage; and thatFontcius 
have the power of life and death over him , as mudi 
as a father has over a proper fon: this, Citir 
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zer» , r pray ybu to confimi ih Use nra^ep'iat 
>!^hich it is dcfircd ''^" ' .A 

There were three eonditimis ab£o)ufteiyi iikicti4 
£ary to make 201 z& of this kind reguhihr; flrf^,; 
that the adopter fliould be older thaa^ th« adopteic)^ 
jiad incapable of procveatifigi children ^ ;^tior having 
endeavoured it without fucccfs when/ be ; wast 
capable ; fecondljr , that tio injury or diminimoa. 
ibould be cbne to the dignity , or the ^giou& 
right* of either family: thirdly ,. that thefciljpduld 
1^ no fraud pr collurion in ifevr nor any thingt 
flight by-it, b^ the ^ouine- eife<£U <d a real 
adoption. All thefe particulars %'rere to- bi^ pre-; 
vioufly escamined by the College of B^ie(kip ind 
^ after a di^e inqpiiry they approved the p^tteibn^ 
|t waft profKofed tp the fuffi^age of th^ ^j:i?efti» 
living in Rome, who voted according to. thcic 
^rigin^d diviQon inHh thirty Curi^, oi: >y2^s, 
^hich; feieiQ tio have been analogous to- oim^ 
pjMfiflw*!"- whew na bufinefa hpw.ever could bo 
Hanjaded, wh«n anAttg4,ir or Gooftil was-dblbrtV^ 
kig the heavep)^. Now in this jidoptipi^ Qf:0i>ditij9> 
there was npt. one of thjcfe condiii^s objbfved[;[ 
the CoUtge ofe Priefts w^s opt Jo rwjdt as: com 
Wted; the , fidop^er Fonteius^ had ar wife <and 
children; iRas^a npui ohfctKe a^d ulnki^oi^nv iml 
full twenty years old, yfhen Clodiijs, wa4 t^rty^r 
fiv^,, and a; Senator of the nobleft birth; in Rome: 
nor was there any thing noeant by.i.t, but pureljs 
to evade ihe laws, and procure the Tribunate:^ 
for the affair v^as iio fooKCj^ oyer, thaa Clodi^$ 
W^ eqpiiancipated , ox (et fi;ee again by his n^igy 
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father from all his obligations ^''/ Bat thefe ob- 
ibicles fignificd nothing to Cacfar , ^ho always toolc 
tbt (horteft way to what he aimed nt, and valued 
neither forms nor laws, when he had a power 
fufficient to control them. 

But the main trial of (Irength between the 
two Cohfuls was about the promulgation of an 
Agrarian law, which Cacfar had prepared, for 
diftribating the lands of Campania to twenty thou- 
iand poor citizens , who had each three children or 
more. Bibulus muftered all his forces to oppofe 
k , and came down to the Forum full of courage 
and refblution , guarded by three of the Tribunes 
and the whole body of the Senate ; and as oft as 
Cae^ attempted to recommend it, he as often 
interrupted him , and loudly remonftrated againft 
it, dedaring, that it fbould taever pals in his 
year. From words they foon came to blows; 
where Bibulus was roughly handled, his Pafces 
broken, pots of filth thrown upon his hmd; his 
three Tribunes wounded,and the whole p^ty driven 
out of the Forum by Vatinius, at the head of Caefar's 
ft^ob"^ When the tumult was over, and the' 
Forum cleared of their adverfaries, Cacfar pro-' 
rfuoed Pompcy and Craflus into the Roftra, to 
ftgnify their opinion of the law to the people; 
where Pompey, after fpeaking largely in praife 
of it, declared in the conclufion, that if any 
fhould be fo hardy as to oppofe it with the fword, 
he would defend it with his fhield. Craflus api. 
pliuded what Pompey faid, and Warmly preflcd- 
the acceptance of itj fo that it pafTed upon the 
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^t \ricIiout any ferther contfadidion ■'\ Cicero 
was in the country during this contcft, but 
fpeaks of it with great indignation in a letter to 
Atticus, and wonders at Pompiey's policy, in fup- 
porting Csefar in an ad fo odious, *of alienating 
the beft revenues of the Republic; and fays, 
that he mud not think to make them*amends by 
iiis rents on mount Libanus, for the lofs of thofe, 
xvhich he had taken from them in Campania "\ 
The Senate and all the Magiftratcs were obliged, 
by a fpecial claufe of this law , to take an oath to 
the obfervance of it; which Catohimfclf, though 
he had publicly declared that he would never do 
it, was forced at laft to fwallow'^*. 

Bibulus made his complaint the next day in 
the Senate, of the violence offered to bis perfon; 
but finding the aflembly fo cold and intjmidated, 
that no body cared to enter into the affair, pr to 
move any thing about it, he retired to his houfe 
in defpair, with a'refolution to (hut himfelf up for 
the remaining eight months in the year, and ta 
ad no more in public but by his edids"'. This 
was a w^ak ftep in a raagiftrate armed with fd- 
vereign authority; for though it had one cffed, 
which be propc4ed by it, of turning the odium 
of the city upon his colleague , yet it had another 
that overbalanced it, of ftrengthening the hands 
ind raifing the fpirits o^ the adverfe party, by 
leaving the field wholly clear to them. 
' As Csefar's view in the Agrarian law was to ' 
oblfge the populace , fo he took the opportunity , 
which the Senate had thrown into his bands , of 
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^bli^og the Knigliti too , bjr eafing tbcm of AA 
difulvantagcous contrad, whtcb they had long 
in vain compiaiocd of, aod rcmittiDg a third part 
of what they had (lipulatcd to pay '** : and whea 
Cato (Uli oppofcd it with hts uCtial firnnc&y bo 
prdered him to be hurried away to prifbo. He 
imagined, that Cato would have appcakd to 
the Tribunes; but feeing him go along patient^ ^ 
without fpeaking a word, atod refle^mg, that 
iuch a vic^nce would create a fre(h odium, with- 
out ferving any purpofe, he de&red one of the 
Tribunes to interpofe and rdeafe him "'« He oext 
procured a ipecial law from the people, for the 
ratification of all Pompey's a<fls in Afia; and ii^ 
^ ftruggle about it, fo terrified and humbled 
l/ucullus, who was the chief pppofer, that he 
brought him to afl( pardon at his feet '*'. 

He carried it ftill with great outward refpeA 
towards Cicero ; 2|nd gave htm tb uoderftaiMl 
again by Balbus, that he depended on his. aflfiftance 
in the Agrarian law : but Cicero contrived to he 
out of the vray, and fpent the months of April 
and May in his Villa near Antium » where he 
)iad placed his chief colledion of books **% 
amu(ing himielf with his ftudies and his childrea^ 
or, as he lays jocofely, in counting the wave^ 
He was projedingi however, a fyftf^^ of Geography 
at the requeft of AtticuSy but foon grew weary 
pf it, as a fubje^ too dry and jejune to admit of 
9ny ornament"'; aod being defired alio by Atticus 
to fend him the copies of two orations which 
be ha4 lately nude » his anfwcr was* that he bad 
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torn bnie of thiem, and could not give a copy ; 
'and did not care to let the other go abroad, for 
the praifes which it beftewed on Pompeyj being 
difpofcd rather to recant, than publi/h thenti, finc^ 
the adoption of Clodius "*. He Teems indeed to 
have been too fplenetic at prefent to compoffc 
'any thing but invcdlives; of which kind he Was 
now drawing up certain anecdotes , as \it cz\X% 
them , or a fecret hiftory of the times , to be 
down to none but Atticus , in the ftyle of Theo- 
■pompus , the moft (atirical of all writers : for aA 
■his politics, he fays, were reduced to this on6 
point, of hating bad citizens, and pleafing himfelf 
Avith writing againft them: and fince he was' 
driven from the helm, he had nothing to wifh, 
tut to fee the wreck from the fliore; or, as Soi- 
phpcles fays "^, 

Xlndet the shelter of a good 'warm roof^ 
With mindfereneiy cakn an^ prone to ^feef^ 
Hear the hud Jhrm and heating raht rtipbout. 

Clodim, having g6t through, the obftade tfi 
bis adoption, began without lofe of time to fiii 
for the Tribunate ; whilft a report was induftri« 
oufly fpread, which amufed the city for a while, 
of a breach between him and Gaefar. He declared 
every where loudly, that hi? chief view in de. 
Tiring that office was , to refcind all C^efar's Ads; 
and Caefar) on his part^ as openly difclaimed any 
ihare in his adoption, and denied him to be a 
i^Jcbeian. This \vas eagerly carried to Cicero by 
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ypung Corio ; who aflured him , that all the jroung 
jMpbles were as mach incenfed againft their proud 
Kings , as he himfelf , and would not bear them 
much loDger; and that Memmius and Metcllas 
Nepos had declared againft them: which being 
confirmed alfo by Atticus's letters » gave no (maU 
comfort to Cicero ; all whofe hopes of any good 
depended, he (ays, upon their quarrelling •among 
tbemfelves '". The pretended ground of this 
rupture, at it is hinted in Cicero's letters, was 
Clodius's (lighting an offer, which the Triumvirate 
made to him, of an embaffy to King Tigranes; 
for being weary of his infolence , and jealous of 
his growing power » they had contrived this em- 
ployment as an honorable way of getting rid of 
him: but in the prefent condition of the Republic 
Clodius knew his own importance too well, to 
quit his views at home , by an offer of fo little 
advantage abroad; and was dif^ufted, that Csefar 
bad not named him among the twenty Commifli* 
oners appointed to divide the Campanian lands; 
and refolved not to (lir from the city, till he had 
reaped the fruits of the Tribunate. Cicero men* 
tioning this affair to Atticus , fays, ^I am much 
" delighted with what you write about Clodius: 
" try all means to fearch into the bottom of it; 
" and fend or bring me word , whatever you cither 
^* learn or fufped; and efpeclally, what Jie intends 
^ to do about the embafly. Before I read your 
** letter, I was wiflitng that be would accept it; 
^ not for the fake of declining a battle with him, 
" fof I am in wonderful fpirits for fighting; but 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M. T. G I G E R O. 3ot 

^ I imagined, that he would lofe by it all the 
" popularity which he has gained , by going oyer 
^* to the Plebeians ^^ What then did you mean 
^* by making yourfelf a Plebeian? Was it only 
^^ 16 piy a vifit to Tigranes ? Do not the Kings 
^^ of A,rmei)ia ufe to take notice of Patricians? — 
" Yoii fee hdw I had been preparing royfelf td 
** rally the iimbafly; which 'if he llights after 
•* ail, and if this, as you lay, difgufts the au- 
^' thors and promoters ot the law , we fhall 
" have rate fport. But to fay the truth, Pub- 
^ lius has been treated fomewhat rudely by 
•^ them; fince he, who was lately the only 
*^ man with Cxfar, cannot now find a place 
^ attiong the twenty; and after promifing oqc 
^^ embaffy, they put him off with another; and 
" \vhile they beftow the rich ones upon Drufus, 
^* or Vatinius, refervc this barren one for him, 
** whbfe Tribunate was propofcd to be of fuch 
" pfe to theni. Warn him, I beg of you, qijL 
** this head,' as hiuch as you can; all our hopes 
** of fafety are placed on their falling out amon|; 
*' themfelves, of which, ^s I underftand frooi 
** Curio, fome fyroptoms beein already to ap- 
*• pear^V But all this noife of a quarrel wj^ 
foUnd at laft to be a mere airtifice , as the event 
quickly (howed : or if there was any real dif^u(b 
anipn^ them » it proceeded rip farther,, than to 
give the tetter color to a report , by which they 
hoped to impofe upon Cicero , and draw (ome uij- 
wary people into a hafty declaration of tbemfelve%; 
and above all , to weaken the «bftrudioa to Clo« 
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" what they tad to fay; ^nd tkough they had 
^ the greateft defire to hurt , y^ doiltd nbt do it 
^* fol- their fcruples : -^ that a Roman in giviag his 
•^ teftimony, \va$ always jealoqs of bimfelf, le(^ 
^ lie ihould go too lar t weighed ^ his Vrords^ 
'•^ and was afraid to let any thing dro^ from him 
•^ too haftily and paflionately ; 6r to fay a fy liable 
^* more or lefs thah was nfcceflary "*. " Then 
after fliowing at large , by what fcandalous methods 
this accufation was \3r0cured agaiffftFJaccus, and 
after expcjfing th« vanity of the crimes charged 
upon him , together with the profligate charadefs 
of the particular 'wicnefTes ; lie declares, "that 
^ the true and genuine GredansAvcre all On Flac> 
** cus's fide , with public teftimdnies and decrees 
^ in his favor — Here," fays he, ** you fee thi 
^* Athenians, whence humanity, learnings religion, 
*• the fruits of the earth, the rights and laws of 
** ^nttankind , ate thbtrght to have been firft propa- 
^ ** gated; for the poffeflion of whofe city, the 
.^ Gods themfelvcscare faid to baVe contended oii 
^ the account of it'^'bc'aiity ; Which is of fo gfeafc 
^ antiquity, that it' is reported to have brought 
^- forth it's; own Citizens, and thie fame foot to 
'^Vhave becn^ their paferit, their fturfe ancl theii: 
*^ country > and^of fo great . autllority , that the 
•** broken and di^ttered Carafe Of Greece depends 
*• iioW fingly 1:)ft the credit of this City. — Here 
** zilfb are th^- Lacedaemonians, \Vhdfe tried and 
■** ren6\<rned Viitfle was confirmed not only by 
•* nitute, but'by difcipline; who alone, of all the 
•** natiOHS\Upori ^:arch j-bave-fiibfifted fbr above 

fevcn 
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*• ftveft hundred years, without any change m 
V their laws and manners. — Nor. can I pais oyer 
" the city p{ Mar feilles, which knew Flaccus \Khen 
" firft a foldier , and afterwards Quaeftor ; , the 
•* gravity of whofe difciplinfc,; I think preferab^^ 
^,* not only to Qreece > but to all other cities; 
•• which, though feparated fp far from the coun- 
" try 5 the cuftoms , and th^ language of all Gre- 
•* cians, furrounded by the nations of Gaul, and 
** waflied by the waves of barbarifm, is fo wifely 
" governed by the counfels of an ariflocracy, that 
^ it IS eafi^ to praife their qonftiti^tion , than to 
•• imiuteit V'*" One part of the charge againft 
Flaccus,. wa$* for prdhibUing the Jews to carry 
out of bis province the gold, which they ufed to 
rolled andttally through the empire for the Temple 
oi Jerufalem ;. all which he feized and remitted to 
the treafury at Rome. The charge itfeU feems to 
imply , that tht Jews made, no mean figure at this 
time in the empire ; and Cicero's anfwer » though 
it betrays a great contempt of their religion, through 
bis ignorance of it, yet (bows, that their numbers 
and credit were very confiderable alfb in Rome. 
The trial was held near the Aurelian fteps, a placq 
of great refort for the populace, ,and particularly 
for the Jews , who ufed it probably as a kind of 
exchange « or general rendqz-rv.ous of their country- 
men : Cicero therefore proceeds to fay, "It was 
" for this reaibn, Laeligs, and for the fake of this 
^ crime, that ypu have chofen this place, and all 
^ this croy^d for the trial : you know what a nu- 
^^ jmerou; band ,th$ ityf% are i yrhat concord amonz 
Vol. L ' X 
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^ the nifelves ; what a buftte Aty make in ouc 
^ aflemblies — I will fpeak fofdy, that the Judges 
^ only may hear me ; for there are people ready 
^ to incite them againft me and againft every 
^ honed man ; and I would not willingly lend 
^ any help to that defign — Since oar gold tbea 
^ is annually carried out of Italy, and all the 
^ Provinces , in the name of the Jews , to Jeruia- 
•lem, Flaccus, by a public edi A, prohibited 
^ the exportation of it from Afia : and where is 
• there a man , Judges , who does not truly ap* 
^ plaud this z€t ? The Senate , on feveral di£Ferent 
^ occafions , but more feverely in my Confulffaip, 
" condemned the exportation of gold. To with- 
^ ftaod this barbarous fuperftition was a piece 
^ therefore of laudable difcipline ; and , out of 
^ regard to the Republic , to contemn the multi- 
** tudc of Jews , who arc fo tumultuous in all our 
** aflemblies » an ad of the greateft gravity: but 
^ Pompey , it feems , when he took Jerufalem , 
*• meddled with nothing in that Temple : in whicb^ 
^* as on many other occafions , he aded prudently, 
'^ that in fo fufpicious and ill-tongued it people/ 
*' he would not give any handle for calumny; 
** for 1 can never believe , that it was the religion 
** of Jews and enemies, which hindered this excellent 
" General, but his own modefty." Then after 
fliowing, ** that Flacciis had not embezzled or 
^' feized the gold to his own ufe , but traofmitted 
^' it to the public treafury , he obfetveis , that it 
** was not therefore for the fake of the crime, but 
*' to raife^n eovy, that this £id was mentionetl; 
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**s and that the accufet^s fpeech was tliroed from 

^^ the Judges , and addFeffed to the circle around 

** them : Every city ," (ays he , *• Laelius , has it's 

•* religiofi ; we have oiirs : while Jeruialem flourifh- 

^* ed, and Jodaea was att peace with us; yet their 

** religious' rites were held inconfiftent with the 

^ fplet$rf^r of this Empire, the gravity of the 

" Roman name , and the' inftitutions of our an- 

•*• ccftbrs r but much more ought they to be held 

f* fo now ; fince they have let us fee, by taking 

** arms , what opinion they have of us ; and by 

?' their being conquered , how dear they are to 

" the Gods"'/* He proceeds^ in the laft place to 

ibow, what he had intimated in the beginning, 

** that the real aim of this trial was to facrifice 

** thofe , who had fignalized themfelves againft 

^ Catiline , to the malice and revenge of the fedi- 

" tious:" and puts the Judges in mind, ** that 

fV the fat^ of the city , and the lafcty of all honed 

" men , now rcfted on their fhoulders : that they 

^ faw in what an unfettled ftate things were 4 and 

*^ what a turn their afiiairs had taken : that among 

** many other ads, which certain men had done,' 

•* they were now contriving, that by the votes 

** and decifioTis of the Judges every honeft maa 

'" might be undone ; that thefe Judges indeed had 

*^ given many laudable judgments in favor of the! 

-^Republic; many, agaiuft the wicfcednefs of the 

** confpirafors : yet fome people thought the Re- 

^* public not> y«t f^ifficicntly changed , till the .beff 

^ citizens were involve in the fame puniftrbent' 

^ with die worft.^ X2i Antdnius," fa^s he, ^H. 

X z 
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>* already opprefled ; let it be fo : he had a' peculiar 
" infamy upon him : yet even he » if I may be 
^allowed to fay it, would not have been con- 
'^ demned by you : upon whofe condemnation a 
^ fepulchre was dreffed up to Catiline » and celc* 
^ brated with a feaft and concourfe of our auda* 
** cfous and domeftic enemies, and funeral rites 
^* performed to him : now the death of Lentulus 
^ is to be revenged on Flaccus ; and what more 
^' agreeable facrifice can you offer to him, than 
'* by Flaccus's blood to fatiate his deteftable hatred 
*^ of us all ? Let us then appeafe the manes of 
^' Lentulus ; pay the laft honors to Cetbegus ; recal 
'* the banilhed ; nay , let me alfo be punifhed for 
•• the excefs of my love to my country ; I am 
^ already named and marked out for a trial ; have 
** crimes forged , dangers prepared for pie ; which 
** if they had attempted by any other method; 
^ or if , in the name of the people, ihey had 
^^ ftirred up the unwary multitude againft me, 
•* I could better have born it; but it- is not to 
" be endured, that they fliould think, -to drive 
'^ out X3f the city the authors , the leaders , the 
•* champions of our common (afety ; by the help 

V of Senators and Knights , who with one mind 

V and coiifent , affifted fo greatly in the fame 
** caufe. They know the mind and inclination 
** of the Roman people.: the people tbemfelvef 

V take all pollible occafions of declaring it : there 
** is no variety in their fentiments, or their lan- 
guage. If any one therefore call me hither, I 

1 do not only not refafc, but require 
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" the Roman people for my judge : let force 
** only be excluded ; let fwords and ftones be 
" removed ; let mercenaries be quiet ; let flavesr 
*' be filent ; and when I come to be heard for 
** myfelf , there will not be a man fo unjuft, if he 
" be free and a citizen, who will not be of opi* 
" nion , that they ought to vote me rewards , ra^ 
'" ther than punilbment '"." He concludes, by 
applying himfelf as ufual , to move the pity and 
clemency of the bench towards the perfon of th& 
criminal , by all the topics proper to excite com- 
panion : ** the merit of his former fervices-; the 
** luftre of his family ; the tears of his children ; 
*' the difcouragement of the honeft*; and the hurt jf 
*' which the Republic would fuffer, in being de^ 
** privqd, at fuch a time, of fuch a citizen.** 

Q. Cicero, who fucceeded Flaccusin the province 
of Afia , was now entering into the third ycTLV o£ 
his government, when Cicero fent him a moft ad-, 
mirable letter of advice about the adminiftration of 
his province ; fraught with fuch excellent jprecepts 
of moderation, humanity, juftice, and layingdo wn 
rules of governing, fo truly calculated for the 
good of mankind , that it deferves a place in the 
clofets of ail who govern : and efpecially of thofe^ 
who are intruded with the command of foreign 
provinces ; who by their diftance from any im- 
mediate control , are often tempted , by the in- 
folence of power , to ads of great oppreffion. 

The Triumvirate was now dreaded and dcteft- 
ed by all ranks of men : and Pompey as the firft o£ 
the league, had thefirft (hare of the pubUc hatred t 

X3 
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So tfiat tbefc affeders of popularity , fays Cicero, 
kave taught even modeft men to hife"'. Bibulus 
was contioually teafing tbem by his edids ; ih 
which he inveighed and protefted againft all their 
ads* Tbefe ediAs were greedily received by the 
city ; all people got copies of them ; and vrherc- 
tver. they were fixed up in the ftreets , it was fcarcc 
poflible to pafs for the crowds which were reading 
them*'*. Bibulus was extolled to theflclcs; though 
I know not why, fays Cicero , unlefe , like another 
Fabius , he is thought to favc the State by doing no* 
thing: for what is all his greatnefs of mind, but^ 
mere teftimony of his fentiments , without any fervice 
to.tfae Republic'*-? His edidU however provoked 
Casfar fo ibr , that he attempted to excite the mob to 
ftorm his houie, and drag him out by force : and Va* 
tinius adually made an aflault upon it, though with- 
out fuccefs '*'. But while all the world difliked , 
lamented, and talked loudly againft thefe proceedings; 
apd above all, young Curio at he head of the 
young Nobility, yet, we fcek no remedy, fays Cicero, 
through a perfuafion, that there is no refifting, but 
to our deftrudion'**. 

The inclinations of the people were fliown 
chiefly, as he tells us, in the Theatres and public 
fiiows ; where, when Caefar entered, he was received 
only with a dead appiaufe ; but when y6ung Curio, 
who followed him, appeared, he was clapped, as 
Pompey ufed to be in the height of his glory. And 
in the Apollinarian plays Diphilus, the Tragedian, 
l^appenrng to have fome paffages in his part, which 
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iwrcrc thought to hit the charader of Pompcy, 
he. was forced to repeat them a thooland times: 

Tbou by our miferies art gnat^"^^ 
The time toill come token tbou wU *wretcbedly ku 
ment tbat greatnef s 
■ If neither lanoD nor cufiom can rejhrain 



at each of which fentences, the whole theatre 
made fuch a roaring and clapping, that they couM 
bardly be quieted "^ Pompey was greatly 
fiiocked, to find himfelf fallen fo low in the efteem 
of the city : he had hitherto lived in the midB; of 
glory, an utter ftranger to dif grace, which made 
him the more impatient under fo mortifying A 
change : ^^ I could fcarce refrain from tears " lays 
Cicero, ** to fee what an abjed, paultry figure 
** he made in the Roftra , where he never ufcd to 
** appear but with univerfal applaufe and admi. 
*' ration; meanly haranguing againft <he edids 
-■* of Bibulus, and difpleafing not only his, au- 
" dience, but himfelf: a fpedacle, agreeable to 
** none, fo much as to Craffus; to fee him fallen 

** fo low from fuch a height : and as Appelles 

^' Or Protogenes would have been grieved to fee 
^' one of tl^eir capital pieces befmeared with dirt; 
** fo it was a real grief to me , to fee the man , 
** whom I had painted with all the colors of my 
*' art, become of a fudden fo deformed; foir 
** though no body can think fince the affair of 
** Clodius, that 1 have any reafon to be his friend; 

X 4 
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^* jrct my love for him was fo great, that no ia-t 
^: jury could efface it'**." 

Cae&r, on the other hand, began to reap 
fomc part of that fruit , which he expeded from 
their union: he forefaw from the firft, that the 
odiufp of it would fall upon Pompey; the benefit 
accrue to himfclf '*' : till Pompey gradually finkingf 
under the envy, and himfclf infenfibly rifing by 
the power of it, they might come at laft to aft 
upon a level : or , as Florus ftatcs the feveral views 
of the Three , Cseiar wanted to acquire ; Craffus to 
sncieafe ;' Pompey to prefervc his dignity '**. So 
that Pompey in reality was but the dope of the 
other tyro : whereas if he had united himfelf with 
Cicero, and through him with the Senate; whi- 
ther his own and his country's intefreft called hint, 
and where, from the different talents of the men, 
there could have been no contrisift of glory or 
power; he muft have preferved through life, 
\^ what his utmoft ambition feemed to aim at, the 
charader not only of the firft , but of the beft 
citi»en in Rchne: but by his alliance with. Caefar^ 
he lent his authority to the nurfmg up a rival , who 
gained upon him daily in credit, and grew too 
ftrong for him at laft in power. The people's dif* 
affedion began to open his eyes , and make him 
fenfible of his error ; which he frankly owned to 
Cicero, and feemed defirous of entering intomea* 
fures with him to retrieve it '*'. He faw himfelf on 
the brink of a precipice, where to proceed was ruin^- 
ous, to retreat ignoniinious ; the boneft were be- 
come his enemies; and the fadious had never 
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been his friends. But though it was cafy to fee 
his miftake, it was difficult to find a remedy: 
Cicero preffed the only one, which could be cf- 
fcftual , an immediate breach with Caefar; and ufed 
all arguments to bring him to it; but Caefar \vas 
more fuccefcful , and drew Pompey quite away from 
him "*"; and having got poffeflion, entangled 
him fo faft, that he could never difengage himfelf 
till it was too late. 

But to give a turn to the difpofition of the 
people , or to draw their attention at lead another 
way , Caefar contrived to amufe the city w^th the 
difcovcry of a new confpiracy , to affaflSnate Pom- 
pcy. Vettius who , in Catiline's affair, had impeached 
Caefar, and fmarted feverely for it, was now 
inftruded how to make amends for that ftep, 
by fwearing a plot upon the oppofite party ; par- 
ticularly upon young Curio, the briflceft oppofer 
of the Triumvirate. For this purpofe,he infinu- 
ated himfelf into Curio's acquaintance , and when 
he was grown familiar, opened to him a refolu- 
tion which he pretended to have taken , of kil- 
ling Pompey ; in expedation of drawing fomc ap«» 
probation of it jFrom him: but Curio carried the 
ilory to his father, who gave immediate informa- 
) tion of it to Pompey ; and fo the matter , being 
piade public , was brought before the Senate. This 
was a difappointment to Vettius, who had laid his 
meafures fo, *' that he himfelf fhould have been 
" feized in the Forum with a poniard; and his 
** flaves taken alfo with poniards; and upon his 
'^ qxaminatioit, was to have made the firft difco- 
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•* very, if Curio had not prevented him. But 
** being now examined before the Senate ,'he de- 
•* nicd at firft his having any fuch difcourfc with 
^ Curio; but prefently recanted, and offered to 
•* difcover what he knew , upon promife of ipar- 
•* don, which was readily granted : he then told 
** them, that there was a plot formed by many 
" of the young Nobility, of which Curio was the 
'* head : that Paullus was engaged in it from the 
** firft , with Brutus alfo and Le^tulus , the fpn of 
** the Flamen , with the privity of his father : that 
*** Scptimius, the fecretary of Bibulus, had brought 
** him a dagger from Bibulus himfelf. «-»This was 
** thought ridiculous , that Vettius (hould not be 
'^ able to procure a dagger , unlefs the CoitTuI had 
^* given him one. — Young Curio was called in to 
** anfwer to Vettius's information , who foon con- 
** founded him, and ihowed his narrative to be 
*^ inconfiftent and impoflible: for he had depofed, 
•* that the young Nobles had agreed to attack 
" Pompey in the Forum , on the day when Ga- 
^ binius gjave his {how of Gladiators, and that 
'* Paullus was to be the leader in the attack; 
^* but it appeared , that Paullus was in Macedo- 
** nia at that very time. The Senate therefore 
** ordered Vettius to be clapt into irons, and that 
" if any man releafed him , he fliould be deemed 
" a public enemy. *' 

Caefar , however , unwilling to let the matter 
drop fo eafily , brought him out again the next 
day^ and produced him to the people in the Rqftra; 
4Qd in thkt place , \yhcre Bibulus , though Conflil , 
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klurft not venture to fhow himfelf , exhibited this 
wretch , as his pnppefe , to utter whatever he {hould 
think fit to infpire. Vettius impeached feveral here; 
whom he had not named before in the Senate; 
particularly LuculJus and Domitius; he did not 
name Cicero , but faid , that a certain Senator of 
great eloquence , and Confular rank , and a neigh- 
bour of the Conful, had told him, that t^e times 
wanted another Brutus or Ahala. When he had done, 
and was going down, being called back again and 
whifpered by Vatinius , and then aflced aloud , 
whether he could recoiled nothing more, ^e far- 
ther declared, that Pifo, Cicero's fon in law, and 
M. Laterenfis were alfo privy to the dcfign '**. ' But 
it happened in this , as it commonly does in all 
plots of the fame kind , that the too great eager- 
nefs of the managers deftroyed it's eiflFed: for, by 
the extravagance to which it was puflied, it con- 
futed itfelf ; and was entertained with fo general 
a contempt by aH orders, that Caefar was glad to 
•get rid of it, by ftrangling or poifoning Vettius pri- 
vately in prifon , and giving it out , that it was 
done by the Confpirators *'*. 

The Senate had ftill one expedient in referve 
for mortify rng Caefar , by throwing fome contempti- 
ble Province upon him at the expiration of his Gon- 
fullhip; as the care of the woods or the roads; or 
what Should give him at leaft no power to moleft 
them '". The diftribution of the Provinces was , 
by ancient ufage and exprefs law , their undoubted 
prerogative ; which had never been invaded or at- 
*teropted by the people "*;^ fo that this piece of 
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revenge, or rather fetfdefeoce, fieemed tobedetify 
io tbeir power: but Cxfar ^ who valued no law 
or cuftom, which did not lerve his puipoles, with- 
out any regard to the Senate, appliol himldf to 
his better friends, the people; and by his agent 
Vatinitis procured Irom them , by a new and ex- 
traordinary law, the grant of Cilalpine Gaul, with 
the addition of Ulyricum , for the term of five years. 
This was a cruel blow to the power <rf the Senate, 
and a dired infringement of the old conftitution; 
as it transferred to the people a right, which they 
had never exercifed, or pretended to before '"• 
It convinced the Senate, however, that 2UI oppofidoa 
was vain ; fo that when Cxfar foon after declared 
a defire to have the Tranlalpine Gaul added to his 
other Provinces, they decreed it to him readily them- 
lelves; to prevent his recurring a (econd time to the 
people, and eftablifliing a precedent, fo fatal to their 
authority "*. 

Clodius began now to threaten Cicero with all 
the terrors of his Tribunate ; to which he was eled- 
ed without any oppofition : and in proportion as 
the danger approached, Cicero's apprehenfions 
were every day more and more alarmed. The 
abfence of his friend Atticus , who was lately gone 
to Epirus , was an additional mortification to him : 
for Atticus having a great familiarity with all the 
Clodian family, might have been of fervice, either 
in difluading Clodius from any attempt, or in 
filfaing out of him at lead what he really intended. 
Cicero prefTed him therefore in every letter to come 
back again foRome; ^*K you love me", lays he. 
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^ as mucli as I am perfuaded you do , hold your- 
^ (elf ready to rah hither v as foon as I call: 
^ though I am doirig^ and .wiH do every thing in 
^ my power to fave you that trouble **'. — My 
^^/wSflies and my affairs require you: I fliall want 
^^ neither qoun&ly nor courage, nor forces, if I 
^ fee you hcnJ at^the time. Ihavc reafon to be 
^ {ati^ied ^ilh> .Varro: Btoipey talks divine^*' 
if ly ^'\— Ho* much do I iwfilh, that you had 
^ .ftaid at Rome; as you furely Avould have done, 
^^ i£ you had tlnagined how things would happen : 
^^ wc fl)Ould : tafily have managed Clodius , or 
^.'learnt a% kaft^ for certain what be meant to do. 
.^At prefcnt> he flies' about; raves; knows not 
**.wbat he \irotikl be at ; threatens many; and 
^, will take his , meafures perhaps at laft from 
^ chance. When he refl^ds, in what a general 
f^ odium the^adnyniftration of our affairs now is; 
^' he feems di^fid to turn his attacks upon the 
^* authors of it ; but when he confiders thcit 
^' power , and %htk armi?^ , he falls again upon 
f me; and thientens me.bptb ^with violence and 
^^ a- trial — Many things may be tran&ded by our 
^* friend Varro., which, when urged ajfo by you, 
^ woujd have the greater weight; many things 
" may be drawn from Clodius himfelf ; many 
" difcovercd, which cannot be concealed from 
" you; but it is abfurd to run into particulars, 
"when I want you for all things — the whole de- 
^* pends on your coming before he enters into hia 
** Magiftracy "'. Wherefore , if this finds you 
^* afleejp, awaji^e yourfelf; if landing ftill, come 
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^ away; if comiog, nn; ifnifiiiiag^fiyr k s 
^ incredible, what a fifds I lay ob your cotmfd 
^ aod pnideDce; but above all, oo yomr love and 
** fidelity, &c."^• 

Cfxhi% whole aiio io this affrir was to Ibbdoe 
Cicero's fpirit, and diftrefs him fa br, as to force 
him to a dependence «pon hitir: for which cad, 
while he was private^ encouraging Qodias to pur- 
ine him, he was propofing expedients to Cicen> 
for his fecnrity: he offered to put him into the 
commiffion, for difinbodng the lands of Campania, 
with which twenty of the principal Senators wrne 
charged : but as it was an iovitatibii only into the 
place of one deceafed , and not an original defi^ 
nation , Cicero did nbt think it for bis dignity to 
accept it; nor oared- on any account to bear a part 
an an affair fe- odious'*'; he then offered, in the 
IBoft obliging manner, to make' him one of his 
Lieutenants in Gaul, and prefled itearncfUy upon 
him : which was both a fure and honorable way 
of avoiding the danger, and what he might have 
made ufe of fo far only, as it ferved his purpofe, 
irtthout embarrafling himfeK with die duty of it"*; 
yet Cicero, after fome hefitation, declined this 
alfo. He was unvrilling to owe the oUigarion of 
his £ifety to any man, and much more to Csefiur; 
being defirous, ifpoflible, to defend himfelf by 
bis own fbrength ; as he could cafily have done , 
if the Triumvirate would not feaVc a<fted agaifaft 
him. But this ftiffoefs fo exafperated Csefar, that 
he fefolved immediately to affift Clodius, with all 
his power , to oppreis him , and in excufe foi» it 
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afterwards, afcd to throw the' wbok blame di Gcero 
ktmfelf , for flighting fo obftinately all the friendly 
offers which he made to him '*'. Fompey all this 
while, to prevent his throwing himfelf perhaps 
into Caelar's hands , was giving him the firongeft 
aflurances, confirmed by oatb$ and vows, that 
there was no danget, and that he Would fooi^er; 
be killed himfelf, thaofuffer him to be hurt; thatt 
both Clodius and his brother Appius had folemn- 
ly promifed to a^ nothing againft him, but to bo 
wholly at his difpofal; and if they did not keep^ 
tfaieic word, that he would let all the world fee,, 
how much he preferred Cicisro's friendflup to allt 
his other engagemeots. In Cicero's account of this. 
to Atticus, Varro, lays he, gives ipe full fatis. 
fadion. Poitopey loves me, and' treats me with 
great kindneis. Do you believe him? you'llfay. 
Yes I do. He convinces me, that he is ia.earn* 
eft.— Yet fince all men of affairs , in their hiftori. 
cal refle<aions, and even Poets too in their, vcrfes 
admonifb us always to be, upon our guard, np^, 
to believe too eafily ; I comply with them ia one 
thing, to ufe all proper caution, as far as I am. 
able; but for the other, find it imppflible for mr 
cot to believe him "* . 

But whatever really pa(fed between Glodiuf: 
and Pompey; Cicero perceiving that Clpdiug 
talked in a diflEerent ftrain to every body eJfe^ 
and denounced nothing but war and ruin to bimy 
began to be very fufpicious of Pompey, and pf&% . 
pifed to defend himfelf by his genuiiie forces,, thf^ 
Senatct ami the Koi^t^, with the ho^cft ^ ^j^ 
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rabks, who were ready to fly to his afliftanceV 
from all parts of Italy "' . This was the fituatioa 
of affaks, when Clodius entered upon the Tri« 
bunace ; where his lirfl ad was, to put the lame 
affront on Bibulus , which had been offered be« 
fore to Cicero, on laying down that office, by 
not fuffering him to fpeak to the people, but only 
to take the accuftomed oath. 

Q. JVIctellus Celer^ an excellent Citizen and 
Patriot, who ffom his Confulfbip obtained the' 
government of Gaul, to which Csefar now fuo 
ceeded , di^d fuddenly this furamer at Rome, in 
the vigor of hi.< health and flower. of his age, not 
without fufpicion of violence. His wife, the Af- 
ter of Clodius, a lewd, intriguing woman, wa^^ 
commonly thought to have poilbned him; as well 
to revenge his oppofition to all the attempts of 
her brother, as to gain the greater liberty of pur- 
fuing her own amours, Cicero does not fcruple 
to charge her with it in his fpeecb for Cselius^ 
where he gives a moving account of the death of 
her hulbaod , whom he vifitcd in his laft moments; 
when in broken, faultcring accents he foretold thig^ 
ilorm, which was ready, to break, both upon 
Cicero and the Republic"^ and in the midft of his 
agoniei fignified it to be his only concern in dy- 
ing, that his friend and his country fhould be de** 
prived of his help at fo critical a conjundure'**. 

By Metellus's death a place became vacant in 
the college of Augurs: and though Cicero was fo 
fhy of accepting any favor from the Triumvirate, 
yet he feems inclined to have accepted this,, if it 

had 
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had been o£Fered td him, as he intlmatef iii a le&t 
ter to Atticus. Tell roe , fays he , every tittlef 
of news that is ftirting ; and fihce Nepos is leaving 
Rome, who is to have his brother's Augurate: it 
is the only thing with which they could tempt 
me. Obferve my weaknefs ! But whait have I to 
do with fuch things, to which I long to bid a- 
dieu , and turn myfelf entirely to Philofophy ? I 
am now in ^rneft to -do it; and wifh that I had 
been fo from the beginmng'*'. But his inclinatiort . 
to the Augurate, at this time, was nothing elfe^ 
we fee^ but a fudden ftart of an tmweighed thoughtj 
no looner thrown out- than retraded; and dropt 
only to Atticus, to whom he ufbd to open air 
his thoughts. with the fame freedom, with which' 
they offered themfelves to his own mind"*: fot 
k is certain, that he might have had this very 
Augurate, if he had thought it worth afking for; 
jaay , in a letter to CatOj who could not be ighorahtf 
of the fed, he fays, that he had adlually flighted iti 
which feems indeed to have been the cafe "' : fot 
though he was within twenty miles of Rome, yet 
he never ftirred from his. retreat to foHcit ot offer- 
himfelf forit^ which he mud n^ceflarily have done^ 
if he had any real defire to obtain it. 

Cicero's fortunes feemed now to be in a tottering 
condition : his enemies were gaining ground uponi 
him, and any addition of help from theP new 
Magiftrates might turn the fcale to his ruin. 
Gatuius ufed' to tell him ^ that he had no caufe 
to fear any thing; for th^t one good Conful wa^ > 
lufficient to protect him ; and Rome had neVer 
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known two bad ones in office togctheti except ia 
Cinna'fr tyranny ''\ But that day was now come; 
and Ron^e (aw in this year^ wbat it bad never 
leen before in. peaceful times fince its foundation » 
two profligate men advanced to diat higb dignity. 
A. Urb. 69s. Tbe(b were ^. Calpurniui Pifo and A. Oabini^ 
Cic. 49. us ; the one, th^ fother^n-law of C»far ; the other, 
^*^^ the creature of Ponopey. S^efore their entraac^ into 
office , Cicero bad conceived great hopes c^ themy 
aT gIbiniI' ^^ "^^ without resifon: for, by the oiarriage of 
us. bis daughter , be- was allied to Pifo'; who conti* 

nued to give him all the marks of hL<i confidence , 
suid bad employed hic9« in his late eledion, ta 
grefnle over the votes of the leading Century; 
^d when Jie entered intq his office, on the firfh 
qf January t. afl;ed bis opinion the third in the Se^ 
i^tc^ pr the next after Ponjpcy and Craffiis'^'i 
and he might flatter himfelf alio probably « that^ 
on account pf the influeojce which they were uan 
der , they would not be very fol^ward to declare^ 
tbenvfelves againd him ''*• But be prefendy. founds 
^imfelf deqeived : €or Clodius bad already lecured 
Uiem to his meafures, by a private contra^ to 
j^Qcure for them, by a grant of the people^ two. 
of the bcft Governments of the Empire ^ Im Pifoi^ 
Macedonia , with Greece and Theffialy ; fiwr Ga- 
l^inivis, Cilicia: and when this laft was not thought) 
good enough, and Gabinius feemed to. be difplea£% 
ed with his bargain , it was exchanged foon after 
£or Syria, with a power of making wac upon the 
farthians*'*. For this price th^y agreed to. ferve 
^m in all bis defigqs, and particplerly ia tba 
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oppredfidn of Cicero ; who on that account, often 
calls them, not Confuls, but brokers of Provinces, 
and fellers of their Country ''* . ' 

They were, both of them, equally' corrupt in 
their morals yet very different in their tempers. 
Pifo had been accufed the yeai* before by P. Cto- 
dius, of plmidering and oppreflSng the allies: whea 
by throwing himfelf at the feet of his judges iti 
the raoft abjed manner, and in the midft of a vi- 
olent rain, he is faid to have moved the compaf- 
fkm of the b^nlch , who thought it punilhment 
enough for a rfikn of his birth, to be reduced to 
the neceffity of proftriiting himfelf fo mifcrably, 
andrifingfo deformed and befmeared with dirt"'. 
Bud irttru^h, it was Cxfar's authority that faved 
him anfdr reconciled him at the fame time to Clo- 
diiis. In his outward carriage, he affeded the 
rticti »nd gafb of a fhilofofpher; and his afpedk' 
greatly contributikd to give hini the credit of that 
chara^er : h« was feverd in his looks j fqualid in 
his drefs; flow in his fpeech; morofe in his hian* 
ners} th^iWry ^{(ftute of antiquityV and i pattern' 
of theartiaicnt RfcpaWic; ambitidus to be thought 
a^Patriot , and a reViver of the old difciplirie. But 
this garb^ of ri^gid Vittue covered a moft lewd and 
vicious mi*id : he w^s fCArOiinded always with 
Orcek$ j,^to imprint a notion' c^ his learning : but 
while ottoersf entertained «them for the improve- 
ment of their knowledge! be, for the gratification 
of his luft^; aphis' cooks, his pimps, or his drunk- 
en companions. , In Ihort , he was a dirty , fottilb, 
ftupid, Epicurean ; ^w^llowinj in .all the lovr and 
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filthy pleafures of life ; till a falfe opinion of his 
-wifdom , the fplendor of bis great family , and the 
fmoaky images of anceftors whom he refembted 
in nothing but his coqiplexion, recommended him 
to the Confulfhip; which expofed the genuine 
temper and talents of the man'^^. 

His Colleague Gabinius, was no hypocrite but 
a profeffed rake from the beginning; gay, foppifb^ 
luxurious ; always curled , and perfumed ; and liv- 
ing in a perpetual debauch of gaming, wine, and 
women; void of every principle, of virtue, honor, 
and probity ; and fo defperate in his fortunes 
through the extravagance of his pleasures , that , 
he had no other rcfpurce, or hopes of fubfiftence, 
but from the plunder of the Republic. In his. 
Tribunate, to pay his court to Pompey, he ex- 
pofed to the mob the plan of Luculluss houfe^ 
to ihow what an expenfive fabric one of the , 
greateft fubjcds of Rome was buildings as he 
would intimate, out of the fpoils of the Tr^afury : 
yet this vain man, oppreffed with debts, And 
fqarce abk to fbow his hpad , fo¥in4 Qieans, from 
the pcrquifites of his Confulfliip, io. build a much 
more magnificent palace , than . LucuUus himfelf . 
had done"'. NpvfQn^er (^en,. that ivco fuch 
Confuls, ready to foci^e; tbesjgmpire itfelf to.- 
their lufts and plcafgr^^^j ihoyld barter away thc^^ 
fafety and fortunes of;^ private Senator i, whofe 
virtue was a ftand^ng re|)r(>pf to them » .and whofe . 
very prefcnce gave fon>c check to the free in- 
dulgence of their vices. 

Clodius having gained the Gopfu^i made his 
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next attempt upon the people , by obliging them 
with feveral new laws, contrived chiefly for their 
advantage, which he now promulgated. Firft, 
that corn fliould be diftributed gratis to the Citi- 
zens. Secondly , that no Magiftrates fhould take 
the Aufpices, or obferve the heavens, when the 
people were adually affembled on public bufmefs. 
Thirdly, that the old Companies or Fraternities 
of the City, which the Senate had abolifhed^ 
ihould be revived, and new ones inftituted. Fourth* 
3y, to pleafe thofe alfo of higher rank, that the 
Cenfors fliould not expel from the Senate, or ioflid 
any mark of infamy on any man, who was not 
lirft openly accufed and convidled of fome crime 
hy their joint fentence''*. Thefe laws, though 
generally agreeable, were highly unfeafonable ; 
tending to relax the public difciplin^, at a. time 
when it wanted moft to be reinforced: Cicero took 
them all to be levelled at himfelf, and contrived 
to pave the way to his ruin; fo that he. provided 
liis friend L. Ninnius, one .of the Tribunes, to 
put his negative upon them; efpecially on the law 
of Fraternities ; which., under color of incorpo- 
rating thofe focieties , gave Clodius an opportunity 
of gathering an army , and inlilling into his fervice 
all the fcum aod dregs of the City"'. Dion Caf- 
fiuslays, that Clodius fearing, left this oppofition 
ihould retard the cffed of his other projects, pcr- 
fuaded Cicero, in an amicable conference, to with- 
draw his Tribune, and give no interruption to 
his laws, upon a promife and condition , that he 
would not m^ke aiiy attempt againft him''': but 
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vre fiod from Cicero's account, ihtt it waf the 
advice of his friends, \^hich induced him to be 
quiet againft bis own judgment; beeaufe tbe laws 
tbemfelves were popular, and did not perfonally 
affeft him : though be blamed himfelf foon after* 
vrards for his indolence, and expoftulated with 
Atticus for advifing him to it; when he felt. to 
his coft the advantage which Clodius had gained 
by it''*. 

For the tnrc defign of all thefe law^was, to 
introduce only with better grace , the grand plot 
of the play; the baniflimeot of Cicero: which 
vras now direi^ly attempted by a fpecial law , im- 
porting, th^t whoever had taken the life of a 
Citizen uncondemned and without a trial , fhould 
be prohibited from fire and water"*. Though 
Cicero was not named , yet he was marked out 
by the law : his crime was , the putting Catiline^s 
accomplices to death; which though not done 
by his fingle authority, but by a general vott 
of the Senate, and after a folemn hearing andde« 
bate, was allcdged to be illegal, and contrary to 
the liberties of the people. Cicero, finding him- 
felf thus reduced to the condition of a criminal, 
changed his habit upon' it, as it was ufual in the 
cafe of a public impeachment ; and appeared about 
the ftreets in a fordid or mourning gown , to ex* 
cite the compaffion of his Citizens: whilft Clodius, 
at the head of his mbb, contrived to meet and 
infult him at every turn; reproaching him for his 
cowardice and dejedion , and throwing dirt and 
ftoncs at him"% But Cicero foon'gathercd friends 
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enough about him to fecure him from ^uch in- 
fults; ^' the whole body of the Knights and the 
^' young Nobility , to the number of twenty-thou- 
«fand"*, with young Craffus at their head; 
•* who all changed their h^bit, and perpetually 
** attended him about the City, to implore the 
•' protedUon and aflBftance of the people.** 

The City was now in great agitation, and every 
part of it engaged on one fide or the other. The 
Senate met in /the Temple of Concord ; while 
Cicero's friends affembled in the Capitol ; whtnct 
all the Knights and the young Nobles went in 
their habit of mourning to throw themfelves at 
the feet of the Confuls, and beg their interpofition 
in Cicero's favor. Pifo kept his houfe that day 
on purpofe to avoid them; but Gabinius received 
them with intolerable rudenefs , though their peti- 
tion was feconded by the entreaties and tears of 
the whole Senate: he treated Cicero's charader 
and Confullhip vrith the utmoft derifion , and 
repulfed the whole company with threats and 
infults for their fruitlels pains to fupport a finking 
caufe. This raifed great indignation in the aflfem* 
bly ; where the Tribune Ninnius, inftead of being 
difcouraged by the violence of the Confful, mad^ 
a motion, that the Senate alfo fhould change theit 
habit with the reft of the City; which was agreed ta 
inftantly by an unanimouls vote. Gabinius, enraged 
at this, flew out of the Senate into the Forum} 
where he declared to the people from the Roftra, 
" that men were miftaken to imagine , that the 
*^ Senate had any power in the Republic ; that tbci 
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*' Knigbts ibould pay dear for that day's work 5 
^* when, in Cicero's Confullhip, they kept gu^rd 
** in the Capitol with their drawn fwords: and 
*' that the hour was now come , when thbfe , 
" who lived at that time in fear, (bould revenge 
'* themfelves on their enemies: and to confirm the 
^^ truth of what he faid, he banifhed L. Lamia; 
- ^ a Roman Knight , two hundred miles from the 
** City , for his diftinguiflied zeal and adivity in 
•' Cicero's fervice "' ;" an adl of power, which no 
Conful before him had ever prefamed to exert on 
^ny Citizen ; which was followed prefently " by 
*' an edid from both the Confuls ; forbidding the 
■' Senate to put their late vote in execution, and 
^' enjoining them to refume their ordinary drefs"*. 
** And where is there , " fays Cicero , ** in all 
" hiftory, a more iUuftrious teftimony to the Honor 
^V of any man^ than;^ that all the honed by private 
** inclination, and the Senate by a public decree, 
^' fliopld change their habit for the hkt of a fmgle 
<* Citizen?'*'/' 

Put the refolution of changing his gown was 
too h^ifty and inconfidcrate , ^nd helped to preci- 
pitate his ruin. He was not named in the law, 
pot perfonally affe<n;ed by it: the, terms of it were 
geneml and feeipingly juft, reached only to thofe, 
who had taken the life of a Citizen illegally. 
Whether this was his cafe, or not, was not yet 
(he point in iffue, but to be the fubjedl of another 
^rial: (b that by niaking himfelf a criminal before 
llis titne , be fliortencd the trouble of his enemies, 
difcQura^ed his friends, and made his cafe more' 
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defperate than he needed to have done: "whereas, 
if he had taken the part of commending or flight- 
ing the law , as being wholly unconcerned in it; 
and when he came to be adually attacked by a 
fecond law, and brought to a trial upon it, had 
fiobd refolutely upon his defence , he might have 
baffled the malice of his profecutors. He was fenfi- 
ble of his error, when it was too late; and oft 
reproaches Atticus, that being a (lander by, and 
lefs heated in the game than himfelf, he would 
fuffer him to make fuch blunders "". 

As the other Conful , Pifo , had not yet expli- 
citely declared himfelf, fo Cicero, accompanied 
by his fon -in-law, who was his near kinfman, 
took occafion to make him a vifit, in hopes to 
move him to efpoufe his caufe, and fupport'tho 
authority of the Senate. They went to him about 
eleven in the morning, and found him, as Cicero 
afterwards told the Senate , ** coming out from a 
** little, dirty hovel frefh from the laft night's 
"debauch, with his flippers on, his head muffled, 
** and his bre&th fo ftrong of wine, that they 
** could hardly bear the fcent of it: he eiCcufed 
** his drefs^ and fmell of wine„ on the account 
" of his ill health ; for which he was obliged," he 
faid, "to take fome vinous medicines; but he 
" kept them ftanding all the while in that filthy 
•^ place, till they had finiflied their bufmefs. As 
^' foon as Cicero entered into the affair, he frankly 
*' told them, that Gabinius was fo miferably poor, 
^^ as not to be able to fiiow his head ; and muft 
!' be: utterly ruined, if he could not procure fomo 
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^ rich province ; that he had hopes dF one from 
•• Clodius, but defpaired of any thing from' the 
^ Senate; that for his own part, it was his bufi* 
^* nets to humor him on this occafion , as Cicero 
** had humored his Colleague in his Confullhip, 
** and that there was no reafon to implore the 
^ help of the Confuls« fince it was every man's 
*• duty to look to himfelf "' : " which was all that 
they could get from him. 

Clodius, all the while, was not idle, but pufbed 
on his law with great vigor ; and calling the people 
into the Flaminian Circus, fummoned thither, alfo 
the young Nobles and the Knights, who were fo 
bufy in Cicero*s caufe, to give an account of their 
condud to that aflembly: but as foon as they 
appeared , he ordered his (laves and mercenaries 
to fall upon them with drawn fwords, and voUies 
of (lones, in fo rude a manner, that Hortenfius 
was almoft killed, and Vibienus, another Senator, 
fo defperately hurt » that he died foon after of his 
wounds '•'. Here he produced the two Confuls, to 
deliver their fentiments to the people on the merit 
of Cicero's Confulfbip ; when Gabinius declared 
with great gravity that he utterly condemned the 
putting Citizens to death without a trial : Pifo 
only (aid , that he had always been on the merci- 
ful fide, and had a great averfion to cruelty "*• 
The reafon of holding this aflembly in the Flami- 
nian Circus , without the gates of Rome , was to 
give Cacfar an opportunity of aflifting at it, who, 
being now invefted with a military command, 
could not appear within the walls. Caefar therefore 
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being called upon, after the Confuls, to deliver 

his mind on the fame queftion, declared, ** that 

• * the proceedings againft Lentulus and the reft 

"** were irregular and illegal ; but that he could 

- not approve the defign of jHinilhing any body 

^ for them: tha^ all the world knew his fenfe of 

" the matter, and that he had given his vote 

^* againft taking away their lives ; yet he did not 

'•* think it right to propound a law at this time, 

^Vabout things that were fo long paft'**." This 

anfwer was artful, and agreeable to the part which 

he was then adling ; for while it confirmed the 

foundation of Clodius's law, it carried a fhow of 

moderation towards Cicero; or, as an ingenious 

writer expreffes it, left appearances only to the 

one, but did real fcrvice to the other'**. 

In this fame affembly, Clodius got a new law 
likewife enaded, that made a great alteration in 
the conftiaition of the Republic; viz. the repeal 
of the ^lian and Fufian laws : by which the 
people were left at liberty to tranfad all public 
bufinefe, even on the days called Fafti, without 
being liable to be obftruded by the Magiftrates 
on any pretence whatfoever '**. The two laws, 
now repealed , had been in force about a hundred 
years'**; and made it unlawful to ad any thing 
with the people , while the Augurs or Confuls 
M^ere obferving the heavens and taking the aufpices. 
This wife cOnftitution was the main fupport of 
the ariftocratical intereft, and a perpetual curb to 
the petulance of fadious Tribunes, whofe chief 
opportunity of doing mifchief Jay in their powor 
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of obtruding dangerous laws upon the City, by 
their credit with the populace. ** Cicero therefore 
^ frequently laments the lofe of thefc two laws, 
** as fatal to the Republic;" he calls them *' the 
^* rood facred and falutary laws of the State; the 
•* fences of their civil peace and quiet; the very 
^ walls and bulwarks of the Republic; which had 
^ held out againft the fierceneis of the Gracchi; 
*^ the audacioufnefs of Saturninus; the mobs of 
** Drufus; the bloodflied of Cinna; the arms of 
** Sylla "*," to be abolilhed at laa by the violence 
of this worthlefe Tribune. 

Pompey, who had hitherto been giving Cicero 
the (Irongeft aflurances of his friendlhip, and been 
frequent and open in his vifits to him, began now, 
as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grow cool 
and refen'ed; while the Clodian fadion, fearing 
left he might be induced at laft to proted him, 
were employing all their arts ** to infufe jealoufies 
^^ and fufpicions into him of a defign againfl: him 
" from Cicero. They potted fome of their conii* 
•* dents at Cicero's houfe, to watch Jiis coming '^ 
**' thither, and to admonifli him by whifpers and 
*^ billets put into his hands, to be cautious of 
*' venturing himfelf there, and to take better care 
** of his life ; which was inculcated to him like- 
** wife fo ftrongly at home by perpetual letters 
** and meffages from pretended friends, that he 
*' thought fit to withdraw himfelf from the \ City, 
" to bis houfe on the Alban hill "'• " It cannot 
be imagined , that he could entertain any real 
apprehenfion of Cicero; both Cicero's charader 
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and his own m^kc that incredible : but' if he 
had conceived any, it was not, as Cicero fays, 
againfl; him, but againd the common enemies of 
them both^ left they might poffibly attempt fome- 
yrhat in Cicero's name ; anli , by the opportunity 
of charging it upon Cicero, hope to get rid of 
them both at the fame time. But the moft probable 
conjedure is , that being obliged , by his engage- 
ments with Caefar, to defert ; Cicero , and fuffet 
him to be driven out of the City , he was willing 
to humor thefe infinuations , as giving the moft 
plaufible pretext of excufing his perfidy. 

But Cicero had ftill with him not only all the 
beft, but much the greateft part of the City; 
determined to run all hazards, and expofe their 
lives for his fafety "'; and was more than a match 
for all the ftrength of Clodius and the Confuls , if 
the Triumvirate only would ftand neuter. Before 
things came therefore to extremity, he thought it 
advifable to prels Pompey in fuch a manner, as 
to know for certain, what he had to expexft from 
him: fome of his chief friends undertook this 
talk; Lucullus, Torquatus, Lentulus, &e. who/ 
with a numerous attendance of Citizens , went to 
find him at his Alban Villa, and to intercede 
with him , not to defert the fortunes of his old 
friend. He redcived them civilly /though coldly; 
referring them wholly to the: Confuls, and declar-» 
ing "that he, being only a private man, CQuH 
^* not pretend to uke the field againft an arijQijd 
" Tribune, without a public authority; b^t ii 
" the Confuls, by a decree of the Senate, would 
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*^ enter into the a£Eair, he would prefendy arm 
'' huBfelf in their defence '''.** With this anfwcr 
they addrefled ti»iiifdve$ again to the Conftils: 
but with no better foccefe than before: Gabinius 
treated them rudely ; but Pifb calmly told theoi , 
that he was not fo ftout a Conful , as Torquatu9 
and Cicero had been; that there was no need of 
arms, or fighting; that Cicero might fave the^ 
Republic a fecond time, if he.pieafed, by with«- 
drawing himfclf; for if he ftaid, it would co(fc 
an infinite quantity of civil blood; and in fhort^ 
that neither he , nor his colleague , nor bis fon- 
in-law , Caelar , would relinquilh the party - of the 
Tribune *••. 

After this rcpulfe , Cicero refolved to make 
his laft tSon on Pompey , by throwing himfelf ia. 
perfoh at his feet. Plutarch tdls us , that Pompey 
iliptout a back door, and would not fee him : but 
it IB certain from Cicero's account , that he was 
admitted to an audience; ** and when he began' 
^ to prels , and even fupplicate him , in a manner 
^ the rooft affeding , that Pompey flatly refufedi 
^ to help him; alledging in excufe to himfelf, 
^ the neceffity, which he was under, of ading 
« nothing againft the will of Cxfiir "•/' This, 
experiment convinced Cicero that he had a nnKh 
greater power to contend with , than what had 
yet appeared in fight : he called therefore a coun* 
cil of bis friends, with intent to uke his final 
refolutioti , agreeably to their advice. The quef- 
tion vras, Whether it wa^ bed toftay, and defend 
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ktmlell by force; or to fave tht effiifion of blodd^ 
by retreating, tiH the ftorm Cho^ld blow over: 
LucuUqs advifed tfae firft; bat Cato, and above 
all Hortenfuis', \rdrmty urged the iaft, which coi^ 
ciicring alfo with Atticus's advice, as well as the 
fears and entreaties of ali his own family, made 
him refolve to quit the field to his enemies , and 
fubmit to a voluntary exile *". 

A little before his retreat he took a {mall ftatue 
of Minerva, which had long been reverenced in 
his family , as a kind of Tutelar Deity , and carrying 
it« to the Capitol , placed it in the Temple of 
Jupiter under the title of Minerva, the guardian 
of the City *". His view might poffibly be to 
fignify i that after he had done all , which hu- 
man prudence could contrive, for the defence of 
the Republic, he was now forced to give it up 
to the protedion of the Gods ; fince nothing Icfs 
than the interpofition of fome Deity could pre- 
ferve it from ruin ; or rather , as he himfelf 
feems to intimate , in the uncertain iffue of his 
flight, and the plunder of his goods, which was 
likely to enfue, he had a mind to preferve this 
facred image, in the moft confpicuous part of the 
City , as a monument of his fervices , which 
would naturally excite an affcdionate remem-> 
brance of him in the people , by letting them 
fee, that his heart was ftill there, where he had 
depofited his Gods. After this ad he withdrew 
himfelf in the night , efcorted by a numerous 
guard of friends , who , after a day's journey or 
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two, left him , with great c xp rc flk wif of tender- 
aefi , to piuibe his way lowardb Sicily; which 
he propofed for the place of liis.refidence, and 
where, tot his eminent Cervices to the ifland, 
1^-afliited himfelf of a kind reception and lafe 
retieaL 
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' A HE Wf^cfced aflternativc to 'wliicti Cmero A. Vth. 695. 
vra^ reduced , of tefing either his countrj^ or his Cic. 49. 
life I is fufficient to confute all the cavils of thoTe, ^®^* 
Vrbo > from a hint br two in his writings , 10b* ^^^1^*^ 
fcurely thfownout^ and not well underftdod j arc 4^ ^^^^^^j/ 
fo forward to charge him with the levity of ys. 
temporizing, or fcUing himfelf for any bribe, 
i^hich cbiild feed his vanity : for nothing n more 
evident J than that he migbt not only have lit^oid- 
ed this ftorna ^ but obtiiihed whatever' 'honors hcf . 
pleafed , by entering into the tneafures of tlife Tri-^ 
umvirate; and lending his authority tb the ftrpport 
of their power; and that the only thing whicK 
provoked Caefer to bring this calamity upon) him 
was^ to fee all his offers flighted » and his mchdfhip 
utterly rejcded by him *. "This** he exprefsly 
declares to thp Senate, w^hO'\^crfe confciotis bf the 
truth of it} **That G«efar had tried all means tio 
•* induce him to take part in the aAs' ofllis Con* 
*- fulfliip ; had offered him CommJHibhs and 
*• Lieutenancies of what kin^, and Svith what 
'• privileges he (hould defire; to make blm even' 
** a fourth in the alliance of the Three/ and to 
'•* hold him in the fame rank of firiendfhip with 
" Pompey himfelf — All which I refufed/* fays 
he, '*not out of flight to Cscfar, but cdriftancy 
" to my principles; and becaiife I thqugJit th^ 
Vol. L Z 
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" acceptance of them unbecoming the cbarader , 
** which I fuftained ; how wifdy , 1 will not dif- 
** pute ; but I am^ furj , r^that it was firmly and 
" bravely ; when inflbead of* baffling the malice 
'* of my enemies, as I could eafily have done 
^ rtiij A rnt>y?'t^t. Mp,i l-Qbftfpi tp, fufer>ADy/ violence, 
^^ rai^ej; 4han defert your i|itfiTft> ^a^jl 'defcend 
;* ^praj myipwnj^Rnk.;, ^ ' r. :-.\ ' . ', , '; . 
^ CaeGij continued at Rome,- tili ^elayr Cicero 
^ drivep oqt of h-; hpu.lffl^, no foppcr.laid. dowa 
^* , ^' his CpoXflfhip, thap h^, jpegan to, be. attacked and 
affronted himfelf , . by ; tw^ of the new. Praetors/; 
Ll Djomitius aujd Q. .IVleipmius ) wbo called isL 
queftipn the validity of bis a^te, and m^de feveral 
efforts in^h^^pnate (o^get^jbie^n^pfiuUed ^y public 
authority^ , 3ut ; the Sf pate had no {loma,cJh to 
meddlc; wjtji; an affair So delicate : ; fo t^t the 
whole ended in feme fri^itlefs debates and alter- 
cations ; and^ Cxfar , tp ^pneyent al^ ai^bempts o£ 
that Ifind in 'bis abfcnqe ,^^tQak, care always, by 
force. of britjes, to f&cure ,tha leading Magillrates 
to his interc(ls| an/i f^ went off to. his province' 
of Gaul ^ . But as t^is unexpeded oppofitioa 
gave foqif little ruffle ; to tjie Triumvirate, fo it 
fei:ved^ thei[i(t as an additjonal >excufe for their 
behayioinr towards Cicero ; alledging , tha«t their 
own .^dangers were * nearef tp theni ^ tbaa other 
peopl^^s ; and jthat tb^y, wefc obliged for their 
own fe^unity , not to irritate fo popular a Tribune 
as Clodius *. 

As fooa.as it was known that Cicero was 
goi^e, Clodlus fili^ the Forum with bis band of 
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ftaves' and incendiaries*, and pubHQied a fecbitd 
kw, to the Roman People, as ^1* called them,' 
though there was not one honeft Citizen, or man' 
of credit among them '. The laW, as we raa^ 
gather from the fcattercd paffages of it^ wastoni 
ceiverf in the following term^.^ ' 

' *' Whereias M; T. Cicero has ptJt Roman Citia^erti 
to death unheard and uncondcmned; ^nd for thai 
ebd forged the authority atid decree of the SfeliateJ 
may it pleafe you to ordain, that 'he be ituerdiderf 
from fire and water: that no body prefume to'h^t* 
hour or receive hiin on pain of d^ath: ^nd thatJ 
whoever Ifliall move, fpeak, vote, or t^ke an^ 
ftcp towards recalling him, helhouid be treated a$ 
a public enemy ; unlefs thofe fhould firft be recalteil 
to life , whom Cicero unlawfully put to de^th *: " ^ 
The law was drawn by Sex t* Clodius, the^kinfc 
man and prime minifter of the T^-ibune; tho^igh 
¥atiriius alfo laid fome claim to it ^ and was th<j 
only one of Senatorian rank who openly ap* 
proved it '. It was effentially ilull and jnvalld>^' 
both for the ndatter and the form: for in the fifrft 
plAce, it, was not properly a Uw but what they 
called a privilege; or an ad, to inflidl penalties on 
a particular Gkiztn byname, Wtthout'any previ^s 
trial; which was exprefsly pohibited by the mbft 
fabred and fundamental conftitutk>ns of thel&epu« 
blic *. SecOntlly ^ the terms of it werefo abfurd ; 
that they anntilled.themCclves; fo^ it enad^d; not 
that Cicero may or ihould be i but that litB^ bd 
interdided; \)rfarch was impblfible ; ^fince no powet 
on earth , fays Cio^Ki>» ^an' auik^eoa thing tbab^ 
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4oii€ , before it be done ^ Thirdly , the penal 
(laofe being gMunded oo a ibggeftion oocoriooi^ 
falfe , that Ciceio had forged the decrees of the 
Senate ; it could not poffibly ftand, for want of m 
foundation '*• Laftly , thoogh it provided that o^ 
body Ibould harbour him, yet it had aot ordered 
him to be expelled, or enjoined him to quit the 
Ci^ *\ It was the cuftom, in all laws made by 
the Tribes, to iofcrt the name of the Tribe, which 
was firft called to vote; ahd of the man, whofirft 
voted in it for the law ; that he might be tranf^ 
mitted down with the law itfielf , as the principal 
efpoufer and promoter of it ". This honor was 
given to one Sedylius , a mean , obficure fellow ^ 
without any fettled habitation , who yet afterwards 
declared, that he was not in Rome at the time, 
and knew nothing at all of the matter : which 
gave Cicero occafion to Qbferve , when he was 
reproaching Cjodius with this ad, that SeduUi:^ 
might eafiiy be the firft voter, who for want of a 
lodging, u£ed to lie all night in the Forum; but it 
was ftrange , that when be was driven to the neceffity 
of forging a leader, he (hould not be able to find a 
more reputable one ''. 

.With this law againft Cicero, there was anothw 
puhhflied at the fame time, which according to 
the ftipulation already mentioned, was to be the 
pay and price for it : to grant to the two Confols 
the provinces above fpccified, with a proviiion 
of whatever troops and money they thought fit '\ 
Both the laws p^ed without oppofition; an^ 
Clodius loft no time in putting tbefirftpf themio 
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txecution; but fell to work immedlatdy in plun^ 
dering, burning and demolifliing CieeroV li^fes^ 
both in the City and the country^. The bed park 
of his goods was divided between tbetwoCdnfoU; 
the marble columns of his Palatine faoufe ivire car- 
ried publicly to Pifo's father-in-law; and the ri6h 
furniture of his Tufculan Villa to his tieighbout 
Gabinius; who removed evert the trees of his plan*-' 
tations into his own grounds '* : and to tnake th^ 
lo&of his houfe in Rome irretrievable, ClodiUS 
confecrated the Area, on which it (lood, to tb4 
perpetual fervice of religion , and built :! teitiple 
upon it to theGoddefs I^iberty *'. 

While Cicero's hoUfe was in flames, the twd 
Confuls , with all their feditious ttt^ round 
them I were publicly fesiftitig at)d congratulating 
each othfcr for their vidory-^ and for having rc^' 
venged the death of their old frietids on the bead 
of Cicerb: where, in the gaiety Of their hearts, 
Gabinius openly bragged, that he liad alwayk beeti 
the favorite of Catiline ; and Pifo, that he was coufln 
to Cethegus '\ Glodius in the mead wMIe, hot 
content with exerting his veng^Atice only on Cir 
cero's houfes, purfued his Wife Md cfaildfen ^itik 
thi: fame fui^^t and mad^ feveral att^knpt^ td jget 
young Cicero, the fon, into hi^ h&tids^ th^n about 
fix years old , with an indent to Mill hiitt '* 5 hat ih€ 
child was carefully guarded by tkst friehds of dh^ 
family ahd removed from the reach of bis'tlialit^i 
Terentia had taken fart<auary in the temple of Veto ^ 
but was dragged out of it forcibly, by his orders, 
to the public Office or Tribudsd, where hewai 



Digitized by 



Google 



34« THE LIFE OF 

fitting, to be examined, about the concealment of 
jber bpfband s effeds : but being a woman of fiogular 
fpirit and refolut^on , fbe bore all his infults with 
9 mafculine courage '\ 

But while Clodius feemed to aim at nothing 
in this affair, but the gratification of his revenge, 
he was carrying on a private intereft at the fame 
time , which he had much at heart The houfe , 
in . which he himfelf lived , was contiguous to a 
part of Cicero's ground ; which, being bow 
laid open , made that fide of the Palatine hill the 
itioft airy and defirable fituation in Rome: his 
intention therefore was, by the purchafe of an* 
other houfe which flood next to him , to make the 
fwhole Area his own , with the benefit of the fine 
PorMco and Temple annexed : fo that he had no 
£3pner demoh'fhed Cjcejro's hoiffe , than be began 
to treat with the owner of the next, Q. Seius 
Poftumus , a Roman Knight , who abfolutely refufed 
to fell it , and declared , that Clodius , of all men , 
fhould never have it , while he lived ; Clodius 
thfe^tf^ed to obftruAhis windows ; but finding that 
xieither bis threats, nor offers availed any thing , 
Jie contrived , to get the Knight poi(bned ; and fo 
bought the hpufe, after his death, at the fale of his 
^ffedts , by outbidding all who offered for it. His 
pjcxt.ftep wa?, tp fecyre the remaining part of 
^caro's area, which was not included in the con* 
fe^ir^tipnt and was. now alio expofcd by hisdirec* 
ticteh rba public Auction; but as it was not eafy 
%o find a^y Citizen who would bid for it; and he 
rii4 nrtt $tf ft to buy it h his own name , he was 
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forced to provide an o'Bftkife'Aeedy^eirowf calle 
Scato ; to jSurchafc i1dTor*him',and by thkt nieans 
became mafter of tbfe iiioft fpaciousiiabit'atidri irf 
all the City ^'.^ ' ' ^ ^- • ^^^ - 

This defolation of Crcerb's fottuttfis^ at fidnie, 
and the tniTery, 'ivhich he fuffcf ed abroad; ii^ 
being deprived of evei^ thing that Avas dear ttf 
him , fooh -made him * rcfperifc 'of *tb^ refolution of 
his flight; which he ^fcribcs to the ^ envy ^nJ 
treachery of his cofunfeflorsV'^ Vhb taking thfe a** 
vantage of his fears, and the perplexity, SVhich^ 
he was under, puflied him to an a<a, both rwiJiouJ 
and inglorious.^ This he cbiefiy *dharges\6ti Hor^ 
tenfius: and though he Tdfb^ars to ri^hie\ HfW to 
Atticus, on account of the ftricft' friendttiip be^ 
twe^n tbem, yet he accufes hini very freely to 
Bis' brbther Quintus, of c6ming every day infidi-J 
oufly to his hoiifc , and wfth thi greateft prbfeffibns. 
of zeal and afifedion, perpfetuaHy iiififtuating to his' 
hope^ and fears, that t)y giving way to thfe pre-^' 
fent rage, he could not fail of being recalled with 
glory in three days time *'.; Hortehfius was par- 
ticularly intimate at this time with Foaipty^ and 
might poflibly be employed to urge Cidero, to 
this ftep, in order" to fave Pompey the difgrac^ 
of being forced to adl againft him with a high 
hand. But kt that be as it will, it was* Ponx-' 
pey's conduA^ which /hocked Cicero the mcift;* 
not for it's being contrary to his oaths , whicb 
tjie ambitious can eafily difpenfe with , but to * 
his intereft , which they never negled , but tfirough . 
weaknefs. The conlideration of what was ufeful:' 

Z4 
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to Pompcyv made ];iim dcjlend on his afliftaace **i 
lie could have ^aarded againft his treachery « but 
could not fufped him of the folly, of giving 
liimfelf entirely up to Cxfar , who was the prin* 
cipal mover and dire^or of the whole affair. 

In this ruffled and querulous ftatc of his mind^ 
ftung with the recoUedion of his own miftakes^ 
and the perfidy of his friends , he frequently la« 
aqients, th^t he had nqt tried the fate of arms, 
aad refolved either to conquer bravely, or fall bo- 
iKurably l which he dwells fo much upon in his 
letters t as to feem perfuaded, tl^t it would have 
been his wifefl: courCe. But this is a problem , nol 
^afy.to, be folved ; it is certain » that his enemies 
were^ufing all arts, to urge him to the refolution 
of retreating; as if they apprehended the coa- 
(equences of his ftay ; and that the real aim of the 
TriumyiRte was, mot to deftroy, but to humble 
him;, yet it is no led certain, that all reliftance 
snuft have been vsun, if they had found it necef* 
iary to exert their {brength againft him ; and 
that they had already proceeded too £ur, to luffer 
him to remaio in the City , in defiance of them: 
und if their power had been adually employed 
to driv^ him away, his return njuft have been 
the more defperate, and they, the more interefted 
to keep him out; io that it feems to have been 
his mod prudent part, and the moft agreeable to 
bis ch^ra(3er , to yield , as he did , to the neceffity 
of the times. 

But we have a -full account of the motives of 
bis fctircat» in the fpeeches, which he made after 
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bis rctuirai both to the deflate and the people. 
" When I favr the Senate'' , lays he , "deprived of 
" its leaders ; my&lf partly pufbed , and partly 
" betrayed by the Magiftrates » the flaves eii* 
*^ rolled by nanae, under the color of Fratef* 
" nities; tJbe remains of Catiline's forces brought 
" again into the field , under their old Chiefs; 
*' the Knights terrified \vith Profcriptions ;^ the 
** Corporate Towns with military execution ; 
"and all with death and deftrudion ; I could 
" ftill have defended my fclf by arms; and was 
'^ advifed to it by many brave friends, nor did 
'* I want that fame courage, which you had all 
*^ ieen me exert on other occafions; but whea 
" I faw* at the fame time, that, if I conquered 
^ my prefent enemy, there were many more 
^ behind, whom' I had ftill to conquer; that 
" if I happened to be conquered , many boneft 
'* men would fall both with me and after me; 
*• that there were people enough ready to re* 
" vcngc the Tribune's bloody while the punifli^ 
^* ment of mine would be left to thefa^itis of a trial 
" and to pofterity; I refolved dot to employ forccf 
" in defending my private lafeCy, kfter I had de^ 
** fended that of the public without it: and wat 
" willing, that hoaeft myen fliould rather lament 
" the ruin of my fortunes, thaa make their own 
" defperate by adhering to me : and if after all 
** I had fallen alone ^ that would have been 
^- difiK>]iorable to myfelf: if amidft the Daughter 
** of my Citizens, faul to the Republic *'. ". 
In another fpeech; '* If in fo good a caufe^^' 
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lays he , ** lupported with fuch zeal hy the Se- 
^ nate; by the concurrence of all boneft men; 
** by the ready help of all Italy; I had given 
** way to the rage of a defpicable Tribune, or 
^ feared the levity of two contemptible Con- 
•• fiib, I muft own myfelf to have been a cow- 
** ard , without heart or head — but there were 
•* other things which moved me. That fury 
^ Qodius was perpetually proclaiming in his 
^' harangues , that what he did againft me , was 
•• done by the authority of Pompey, Craflus, 
•* and Caefar— that thefe Three were his coun- 
•* fellors in the cabinet, his leaders in the field; 
** one of whom had an army already in Italy, and 
•• the other Two could raife one whenever they 

•* pleafed What then ? Was it my part to 

•* regard the vain brags of an enemy , foJfly 
^* thrown out ' againft tbofe eminent men ? No ; 
*' it was not his talking, but their filence, which 
*• fbocked me; and, though they had other 
^* reafons for holding their tongues, yet to one 
^ in my circumftances, their faying nothing was 
** a declaration; their filence a confeffion: -they 
** had caufe indeed to be alarmed on their owa 
* account, left their afts of the year before 
** fbould be annulled by the Praetors and the 

** Senate many peopJe alfo were inftilJing 

** jealoufies of me into Pompey , and perpetu- 

^ ally admonifhing him to beware of me r — 

** and as for Caelar, whom fome imagined to be 
" angry with me , he was at the gates of the 
" City with an army ; the command of which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M. T- CICERO. 347 

** he had given to Appius , my enemy's bro- 
V ther — When I faw all this, which was open 
** and manifeft to every body ; what could I 

" do ? When Clodins declared in a public 

*^ fpeech, that I muft either conquer twice, or 
" perifh — (o that neither my vidory, nor my 
" fall would have reftored the peace of the Re- 
•* public '\ '• . ' 

Clodhis, having fatiated his revenge lipon 
Cicero, propofed another law, not Icfs violent 
and unjuft, againft Ptolemy , King of Cyprus; to 
deprive him of his kingdom, and reduce it to a 
Roman province , and confifcate his whole eftate. 
This Prince was brother to the King of JEgypt, 
and reigning by the fame right of hereditary fuc* 
ceflion; in full peace and amity with Rome; ac- 
cufed of no pradices , nor fufpeded of any detigns 
again(^ the 'Republic; >yhofe only crime was to 
be rich and covetous; fo that the law was an 
nnparallelled ad: of injuftice , and what Cicero , in 
a public fpeech, did not fcruple to call a mere 
robbery^'. But Clodius had an old grudge to' 
the King , for refufing to ranfom him , When he^ 
was taken by the Pirates; and fending him only 
the contemptible fum of two talents ** : and" 
yrhat, fays Cicefo, muft other Kings think of their 
fecurity , to fee their crowns and fortuned at the" 
difpofal of a Tribune , and fix hundred mercena-' 
ries *' ? The law paffed , however , without any 
pppofition ; and to fanAify it , as it were , and 
give it the better face and color of juftice, Cato 
was charged with the execution of it : which gave 
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Clodius a double pleafure, by impofing fo fbante- 
ful a talk upon tbc graveft maa m Rome. It 
uras a part iikewife of the bme law, as vrell as 
of Cato's commiflion^ to reftore certain exiles of 
Byzantium, whom their city had driven out for 
crimes againft the public peace *'. The engage 
ing Cato in fuch dirty work was a mieiftei^piece , 
and ferved many purpofes of great uffe to Clo^ 
diu»: firft, to get rid of a troubidbme adverfary 
for the remainder of his magiftracy: fecondly, to 
fix a blot on Cato himfelf, and (bow , that the moft 
rigid pretenders to virtue might be caught by a 
proper bait: thirdly, to ftop his mouth for the 
future, as he openly bragged, from clamorbg 
agdinft extraordinary commiffions: fourthly, to 
oblige him , above all , to acknowledge the Validi^ 
of his a<te, by his fubmitting to bear a part if» 
tbem ^\ The Tribune had the fatitfiaion to 
fee Cato taken in his trap ; and received a odngra^ 
tulatory letter updn it from Caefar, addrtfled to 
him in the famUiar ftyle, of Caefar to Glodius; 
which he read publicly to the people , a$ a proof of 
the Angular intimacy between them **. King Pto- 
lemy, in the mean while ^ as foon as he heard of the 
law , and of Cato's approach towards Cyprus , pUt 
an end to his life by poifon , udable to bear the 
difgrace^ of lofing at once both his crown and his 
wealth. Cato executed his commiflion with great 
fidelity } and returned the year following , in a kind 
<>f triumph tO Rotn^, with all the King's tSeA% 
reduced into money ^ amounting to about a million 
and a -half (lerling ; which he delivered with great 
Pomp intp the public trcafury ". 
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This proceediag was fevcrcly condemned by 
Cicero ; though he touches it in his public 
fpeeches *with fome tendernefs for the fake of 
Cato; whom he labors to clear from any (bare of 
the iniquity : ** The Commiffion , ** feys he ^ "was 
^ contrived, not to adorn, but to banilh Catoi 
** not offered , but impofed upon him. — Why 
" did he then obey it ? Juft as he has fworn to 
'^ obey other laws which he knew to be unjuft^ 
" that he might not expofe himlelf to the fury 
^ of his enismies , and withcHit doing any good , 
** deprive the Republic of fuch a Citizen. — If 
** he had not fubmitted to the law, he could noe 
^* have hindered it , the {lain of it would ftill 
** have ftuck upon the Republic , and he / himfelf 
" fuffered violence for rejeding it 5 fince it 
" would have been a prec^ent for invalidating 
" all the other ads of that year : he confidererf 
^* therefore, that fince tiw fcandal of.it coulcf 
^ not be avoided , he was the pcrfon the beft 
** qualified to draw good out of evil , and to 
^^ ferve his ODuntry well , though in a bad 
•* caufe '*. " But howfoever this may color , ie 
cannot juftify Cato's coi^ud i who valued himfell 
highly upon his Cyprian tranfadions ;' and foti 
the fsike of that commiffion was drawn in , air 
CUodius expe<5led , to fupport th^ authority, from' 
which it fbwed , and to maintain the legality ot 
Clodius's Tribunate in fome warm debates even 
with Cicero himfelf ''. 

Among the . (^er laws made by Clodius ,( 
^ere yfas one Hkewifc^ to giye relief to th% private? 
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intalbers of Corporate Towns , againft the poblic 
iojuries of their commuoides. The pinrpofe of 
it was Ijpecious , but the real defigo , to flcrcen a 
creature of his own , one Merula » of Anagnia » 
wbp h^d been puniflicd or driven from the C'uy 
for feme notorious viUanies , and who ^ in retortl 
for this fervice , ereded a ftatne to his patron » 
on part of the area of Cicero's hoofc, and infcribed 
it to Clodius » the author of fo excellent a law. 
But as Cicero told him afterwards in one of bis 
fpeeches , the place itfelf where the ftatue ftood; 
(he fcene of fo memorable an injury , confuted 
both the excellency of the law and the in- 
fcription '*. 

But it is time for us to look after Cicero in his^ 
flight, who left Rome about the end of March ; 
for on the eighth of April we find him at Vibo, a 
town in the mod fbuthern part of Italy ; where 
be fpent feveral days with a friend , named Sica t 
here he received the copy of the law made againflf 
bim i which after fome alteration and ^corredion 
fixed the limits of his. exile to the diflande of four 
hundred miles from Italy ". His thoughts had 
bitherto been wholly bent on Sicily ; but when 
be'^as arrived within fight of it the Praetor 
C. Virgilius fent him word , that hC' muft: not 
let his foot in it. This was a cruel (hock to him;* 
and thp fkfl; tafte of the mifery of difgraee ; that 
an old friend , .who had been highly, obliged to 
bim ^' , of the fame party and principles , ihould' 
refufe him /fhelter tn a calamity , ^dbich be had 
drawn upon himfelf by his fervices to tfae^Republic; 
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fpcaking of it afterwards ,■ vrhcn it was^ not his 
bufinefs to treat it fevcrcly , ** See , " fays be , " the 
** horror of tbefe times ; when all Sicily wai? 
-" coming out to meet me , the Pnetor who had 
^ often felt the rage of the lame Tribune, and 
" in the fame, caafe , would not fufier me to 
« come into the ifland. What ihall I fay ? That 
f* Virgilius , fuch a Citizen , and fuch a man ; 
" bad loft all benevolence , all remembrance of 
*' our common fgfferings , all his pity , humanity* 
" and faith towards me ? No fuch thing : he 
" was afraid , how he fhould fmgly fuftain the 
" weight of that ftorm , which had overpowered 
^^ our joint forces ^\ " ' 

This unexpe<fted repulfe frpm Sicily pbliged 
him to change his route , and turn back again 
towards Brundifium , in order to pals into Greece.; 
he left Vibo therefore , that he might not expofe 
his Hoft Sica to any danger , for entertaining 
him; expeding. to find no quiet, till he cpfjjd 
remove himfelf beyond the bounds-, prefcribed 
by the law. But in this he found himfelf miftak^ } 
for all the Towns pnhis road received him with. die 
xpoft public marks of refped : inviting him to take 
up his quarters with them; and guarding hiifff 
as he paffed through their territories , with aU 
imaginable honor and fafety to his perfon. I^e 
avoided however as much as poffibie all public 
places ; and when he came to Brundifium, would 
not enter into the City though it exprefled the^ 
warmeft zeal for l^is fervice , and offered to rug. aU 
iiazards in his defence *'. ;, 
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In this interval , be vms prefling Atticus in 
every letter, and in the moft moving terms, to 
corhe to him ; and when he removed from Vibo, 
gave him daily intelligence of all bis (lages , 
that he might know ftiil where to find him ; 
Caking it for granted , that he would not fail to 
follow him '•. But Atticus feeros to have given 
htm no anfwer on this head , nor to have bad 
any thoughts of ftirring from Rome : be was 
perfuaded perhaps , that bis bompany abroad 
could be of no other ufe to bim , than to give 
fome little relief to his prefent chagrin ; whereas 
bi$ continuance in the City might be of the greateft ; 
not only in relieving, but in removing his calamity , 
and procuring his reftoration*: or we may imagine, 
what his charafter feems to fuggeft, that though 
he had a greater love for Cicero , than for any 
man , yet it was always with an exception, of not 
involving himfelf in the diftrefs of his friend , or 
tiifturbing the tranquillity of bis life by taking 
Any fliarc of another's mifery ; and that he was 
following only the didates of bis temper and 
principles , in fparing himfelf a trouble , which 
Would have made him fuffer more , than his 
Phiiofophy could eafily bear. But whatever was' 
the caufe, it gave a fre(h mortification to Cicero;- 
who , in a letter upon it fays , I made no doubt , 
but that I fhould fee you at Tarentum or Brun- 
difium : it would have been convenient for many 
teafons ; and above all , for my defign of fpending 
feme time with you in Epirus, aiid regulating all 
my meafures by your advice r but ifince it has* 

not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J«r. X CtCERa «59 

# 

tiot liappen94^ ^s I wifhed ^ I lliaUadc} this alfo^ 
to the gr^at;. dumber of many other affli<aions*\ 
Hf wa$ P<)W lodged in the Villa of M» Laniu$ 
Flaccus , not hr from the walk of Brundlfium ; 
Mrhere he arrived on the fcveoteenth x>f April , and 
on tliQilaft of the fame Month embarked for 
Dyrrhacbium^ In bis account of htmfelf' to his 
wifcy I fpent thirteen days , lays he, with flaccus <» 
who for my fake flighted the rifk of his. fortune* 
and life ; nor Was deterred by the penalty of the 
law from^ performing towards me all the' rights of 
friendfhifp and hofpitality : I \yilh , that it aiay ever 
jbe in my power to noakc^ him a proper, return j 
I am fure ^ that I iball alwa^ys think myfeif obliged 
to do it *'• 

During his ftay with Flaccus^ he,wasmn<^ 
fmall perplexity gbout the . choice of a convenienC, 
place for his refidence abroad t Atticus ofiFered 
Jiim his houfe in Epirus j which was a Caftlc/ of 
fome ftreogth ^ and likely to afford him a fecure 
fetreat. But fince Atticus eould not attend him 
jthither in- perfon , he dropt.all thoughts of that ^ 
^nd was. inclined to go to Athens ; till he wai 
informied ♦ that it would be dangerous for him to 
jravel ioto that part of Greece ; where all thofe^ 
who had beert baniflied for Catiline's confpiraty^, 
jind efpejciaUy Autroniu3| then refided ; who would 
have had fome comfort , in their exile ^ to revenge 
thcmfelves on the author of their mifery,Jf thcjf 
icould have caught hitp ^*. 

Plutarch tells ns , that in failing out of Brundinum^ 
the Vind> which was fair^ changed of a fudden^ 
Vol. 1. A a 
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and drove him back again ; and when be pafTed 

over to Dyrrhacbium in the fecond attempt , that 

there happened an Earthquake and a great ftorm 

immediately after his landing : (torn which the 

$oothlayers foretold , that his (lay abroad would 

not he long. But it is ftrange , that a writer , fo 

fond of prodigies, which no body elfe takes notice 

of, (hould omit the ftory of Cicero's dream , which 

'was more to his purpofe , and is related by Cicero 

faimfelf; '^ That in one of the ftages of bis flight, 

^ being lodged in the Villa of a friend , after he 

^ had lain reftlefs and wakeful a great part of the 

^ night, he fell into a found fleep near break of 

i^^ day, and when he awaked about eight in the 

^ morning, told his dream to thofe round him: 

^ That as he feemed to be wandering difconfolate 

^ in a lonely place, C. Marius, with bis Fafces 

^ wreathed withlaurel , accofted him, and demanded 

^ why he was fo melancholy : and when he 

»^ anfwered^ that he was driven out of his country 

^ by violence ; Marius took him by the hand , 

5^ and bidding him be of courage, ordered the next 

^< Lidor to condud him into his monument; 

^^ telling him, that there he (hould find fafety; 

f' upon this , the company prefently cried out ', 

5' that he would have a quick and glorious 

^^ return *'- " All which was exaAly fulfilled % 

for his reftoration was decreed in a certain Temple 

built by Marius , and , for that reafon , called 

Marius's Monument ; where the Senate happened 

to be aflembled on that occafion ^\ 

, Tihis dream was much talked of in the family. 
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^nd Cicero himfelf, in that feafon of his dejeftion^ 
iecmed to be pleafed with it : and on the firft 
news , of the decree*s paffing in Marius^s Monument, 
<leclared , that nothing could be more divine :^yet 
in difputing afterwards on the nature of dreatns, 
he afferts tbem all to be vain and fantafticaJ * ai>^ 
nothing elfe, but the imperfed traces, and'confufed 
imprefJions , which our waking thoughts' leave 
upon the mind ; that in his flight therefore, as it 
was natural for him to think mdch upon his 
countryman Marius ^ who had fuffered the famfe 
calamity ; fo that was the caule of his dreaming of 
him ; and that no old woman could be fo filly , as 
to give any credit to dreams , if in the infinite 
number and variety of them , they did not fottietimes 
happen to hit right **. 

When he came to Dyrrhachium , he found 
xronfirmcd , what he had heard before in Italy, 
that Achaia and the neighbouring parts of Greecje 
iverepofTeiTcd by thofe Rebels, who had been driv^h 
frotn Rome on Catiline's account. This deternllfJfell 
liim to go into Macedonia , before they could bte 
informed of his arrival , where his friend , Cri. 
Plancius , was then Quoeftor : who no fooner heard 
of his landing, than he came to find him at 
Dyrrhachium ; where , out of regard to his prefent 
circumftances , and the privacy, which heaffeded, 
difmiffing his officers , and laying afide all the 
-pomp of Magiftracy , he conduded him with the 
obfcrvance of a private companion, to his head- 
jquarters at Theffalonica, about the twenty -firft of 
May. L, Appuleius was the Praetor d* chi^f 
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.Governor of the Provioce : but though he vna 
an honed man and Cicero's friend , yet he durft not 
venture to grant him bis prote<flion, or fhow him 
any public civility , but contented him(elf with 
conniving only at what his Quaellor Plancius 
did *•. 

While Cicero (laid at Dyrrhachium , he re- 
ceived two exprefles from his Brother Quintas, 
who was now coming home from Afia , to in-, 
form him of his intended route , and to fettle 
the place of their meeting : Quintus's deGgn 
was, to pais from Ephefus to Athens , and thence 
by land through Macedonia ; and to have an in- 
terview with his Brother at Theffalonica ; but 
.the new^, which he met with at Athens, obliged 
bim to haften his journey towards Rome, where 
the fadion were preparing to receive bim with 
an impeachment , for the maleadminiftrauon of his 
Province : nor had Cicero at lad refolution enough 
itO/fce him; being unable to bear the tendernefsof 
fuch a meeting, and much more, the mifery of part- 
jngr, and he was apprehenfive befides , that if 
they once met, they (hould not be able to part at all, 
whiift Quintus's prcfcnce at home was neceffary 
to their common intereAs : fo that to avoid^onc 
afflidion, he was forced,, he .fays , to endure 
^another mod cruel one , that of (hunning the cm- 
braces of a Brother*', 

L. Tubero, however, his Kinfman, and one 
of bis Brother's Lieutenants^ , paid him a vi(it on 
his return towards Italy, and aciquainced him, with 
what be had learnt in pafllng through Greece,, that 
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tbe banKhed Confpirators , who l^ad refid^ tfafre, 
were adually forming a plot to feize aad murder 
him ; for which reafon, he advifed him to go ihto 
Afia ; where the zeal and affedion of the Province 
would afford him thefafeft retreat, both on his:own 
and his Brother's account*'. Cicero was dilpofied - 
tp follow this advice, and leave Macedonia ; for^ 
the Prsetor Appuleius, though a friend , gave him 
no encouragement to ftay ; and the Conful Pifo/ 
his enemy, was coming to the conbmanddf it^ 
the next winter : but all his friends at Rome dif- 
ftiaded his renaoval to any place more diftant^fropi 
them ; and Plancius treated him fo affedionatdy , 
and contrived to make all things fo eafy^ lo :Kim > 
that he dropt the thoughts of chapginghtsiquaFh. 
t^rs. Plancius was ia hopes, tl^at'Cicero would be^ 
r,ecalled with the expiration of hisQu^eftorOiip, and 
that he ibould have the honor bf ret»rniag i;rith faim 
to Rome , to reap the fruit of his fidelity ^ : mot' 
only from Cicero's gratitude, but tht h^ror o£ 
the Senate and People**. The cmly inc6i»ye« 
Dience,' that Cicero found in his prefent fitttation, 
yras the number of foidiers and concourle of peo- 
ple, who frequented the place on account of 4»u-' 
finefs with the Quaeftor. iFor 'he was fo fbodced 
and dejeded by his misfoi^tune,^ that tbou^ the 
Cities of Greece were offering their fervices and 
compliments, and driving to do him all imaginable 
honors '* , yet he refufed to iee all compaiiy;^; and 
was fo (by of the republic , xhkt he coukl ksadly 
endure the light". ;. . ' r ,. '' 

. For it cannot be denied, that ^ in': this cUa^ 

A a 3 ^ 
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nntf-hViAs cxilr^ he did not befcave bimfelf witli 
tfajitiiirmncfs V which might reafonably be expcdl- 
ed from one. Who had born fo glorious a part in 
the Repubhc ; confcious of his integrity, and 
fufiFefing in the caufe of his country : for his let-- 
ters are generally filled with fuch latnentable expreC-^ 
f;ons:of gHcf and defp«iir« that bis beft friends^ 
and' even his wife was forced to adhionilh him 
fbtdetimes, Co roufe his courage'*, and remember 
his former charader. Atticus was conftantly put* 
ting him in mind of it ; and fent him word of a 
report, that was brought to Rome by one of 
Crdffus's freedmen, that his afflidion had difordered* 
bi&.|«nfes, to which he anfwered ; that his mind 
was (lill found , and wi(bed only that it had been 
aiways £9s when he placed his confidence on thofe^ 
^ho jierfidioufly abufed it to his ruin *\ 
rriBut thefe Toinonftrances did not pleafe him $ 
fae::thocrght them unkind and unfeafooable , as 
be intimates in feverai of his letters , where he^ 
•scpcefies himfelfivvcry movingly on this fubjedl. 
**' Ai$.tojyourx:hidi»gmeV' fays he, "fb often and 
^ fa ^v^rely , iot being too much dejeded ;' 
^. what.mifery is there ^ V pray you, fo grievous,; 
? \^bic& J^do not -feel an imy prefent calamity? 
^.Difl any man* ever fall i from fuch a height ot 
? dignity, in fo goodiancaufe, with the advan* 
^'tage of fuch talents^ ei^perience, intereft; fuch* 
•M'fejpfK>rt. of all honeft men? Is it poffible for me* 
^ to.foi^t whiit llwas ? or not to feel what I 
•* am ? From what honor, what glory I anr 
«^ /di?iv^iL ?^ From what bhildrcio ?i /What for. 
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^ ttwes ? What a Brother? Whom though I 
^:love and -have ever loved better than myfelf, 
•* yet, (ithit yoo may perceive , what a new fort 
^ .of affliaipa I fufifer) I refufed to fee;- that I 
**' might neither augment my own grief by the 
^ fight of his^ nor offer myfelf to him thus 
^ ruined , whom he had left fo flourifliing : t 
** omit many other things intolerable to me , fot^ 
^ I am hindered by my tears: tell me then, whe- 
*.' ther I am ftili to be reproached iac grieving} 
^S or for fuffeiing myfelf rather to be deprived 
^>of 'What)i .ought never to have parted with,' 
^ but with my life, which I might eafily have' 
*^ prevented , if fome perfidious friends had not* 
*^ urged me to my ruin within my own walls/ * 
f &c^ '.\ " In another letter ; ** Continue , *' fay if 
he, VtoliaHiftj me, as you do, with your ^n« 
" deavours/, your advice /. and your int^reft ; but* 
*• fparcryputfctf the pains of comforting*, aticf 
**^,mijch umoBt of chiding tne : for wheii you do 
" this I cannot help charging it to ybur want of 
*^ love and concern for me; whom 1 imagine to 
**,be fo jrfflided with mylmisfortune, as to bd 
•f.ihcotrfblablB even yourfelf *^" ^ 

He ^asi ?iQW indeed attacked in his* weafceft 
parL; .thct, only place , in/wbich he was volnera-i 
ble: to have been as great in afflidion, as he Was 
in profpertty , would have been a perfediofi , noo 
given to HMiii : yet this very weaknefe flawed fronf 
afource j which rendered him the more amiable inf 
all the other parts ctf life ; and the fame tender^ 
nvfs;. of difpofition^ which made him lov^ hi^ 

A a 4 
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iriecidi, his children , his country mdre paffionately 
than other nen» made him. leel the la£i of theoof 
more fenfibiy : **l have twice,/' lays^hii, "fcivcd 
^ the Republic ; onoe ^ vrich glory ; a fecond 
^ time with mifery : for I will never, deny my- 
** felf to be a man ; or brag of hearing .< the lois 

• of a brother « children, wife, country, brithout 
^ forrow. — * For what thanks had been doe to me 
^ for. quitting what I did not value '* f In an-' 
ether fpeech; ^I own my grief to have, been ex- 
^tremely great; nor do I pretend to that wifdoaiy 
^ which thofe expedled from me , who gave out; 
^ that I was too much broken by my affliAion : 
^ for fuch a hardnefs of mind, as of Jbody, which 
■^ dots not feel pain, it a ftupidity^ rather than a 
^ virtue, — I am not one of thofe ^ lb whom alt 
^ things are indifferent ; but love mtyfdf <znd my* 
^ friends , as^ our common humanity. arequires^ 
^ andjie, who, for the public good/ parts' with 
1^ what he holds the ;dearell , give&die jiig^efl; 
^ proof of k>vc to his country".". : ;^ i 

' There was another . conGderation , which ad* 
ded no fmall (ling to his afflidion r to reflex^ , as' 
he often do^s, not only on what he had loft, but' 
how he had loft it , by his own. fault ; in.fbfiering 
binolelf to be impofed upon ^md dehaded^rby ;faUb 
and envious friends. Tbi9 he frequently 'touches 
upoa in a ftrain , which Qiows that it galled him 
very fevcrcly i •* Though my grief," fajfs he, **is 
^ incredible , yet I am not difturb^d fa much by 
^ the mifery of what I feel, as the recolleftion of 

* my faul« •*• Wherefore wh^o you hear , how 
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^ much I am aflBid^d, Imagine that I am fufifer-f 
^ ing the punifhment of my folly , not of the 
^ event; for having truftecl too much to one, 
*^. whom I did: not take to be a Rafcal"." It 
muft nteds be cruelly .mortifying to one of his 
temper ; nicely tender of his reputation » and 
pafltonately fond of glory ; to impute his calamity 
to his own blunders ^ and fancy himfelf the dupe 
of men not fo wife as himfelf: yet after ail, it 
suay- reafonably be queftioned , whether his inq[uie*» 
tttde of this fort„ was not owing rather to the jea*i 
loos and querulous, itature of afflidion itfelf , than 
to any real foundation of truth :- for Atticus would 
never, allow his| fufpicions to be? juft, not even 
againft Hortenfius, where they feem to lie the 
beavieft ". This is the fubftance of Mrhat Cicero 
hin^elf fay$,^to.excufe the exce(s of his griefs 
wd the only excufe indeed ^ which can be made 
for faim ; that be did not pretend to be a Stoic 
nor afpire to thje charader of a. Hero : yet we fee 
jbmc writers laborin^g to defend him even agamft 
bimielf ; aud endeavouring to perfuade us, that all 
tjbjs air of dejedion and defpair was wholly feighed 
and afiumed , for the fake of moving compaflion, 
afad. engaging his friends to «xert themfelves the ' 
lupre^ warmly ,; in foliciting bis reftoration ; left 
his affliction ibould deftroy him, before they could 
effedit". . . 

: When he had been gone a little more than two 
IVlcHfithSy his friead Miimius, the. Tribune, made 
a motion in the Senate to recal him^ and repea) 
tbc law pf Clodius ; to vrhich the whole honfiji 
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MadUy agreed /Avith eight 6f the Tribunes, till 
^ one of the other two^ JElius Ligus , interpofed his 
negative : they proceeded however to a refolution, 
tftat no other bufinefs Ihoaid be tranfaded , tilF 
the Confuls had actually prepared a new bw fot^ 
that purpofe*'. About the fame time^ Quintu$ 
Gccro> who left Afia on the firft oflVlay, arrived 
at. Rome; and was received with great demon- 
ftrations of refpcft, by perfons; of ail ranks, wba> 
ilocked out to meet him'*. Cicero fuffered ao 
additional anxiety on his account ,c left the Glodiaa 
Cabals by means of the impeachinent, which they 
threatened , (bould be able to expel him too : cf-^ 
pecially, fince Clodius's Brother, Appius, was^ 
the Praetor, whofe lot it was to fit on thofe- 
trials ^\ But Ciodius was now lofing grouod 
apace ; being grown fo infeient, on his late fuc-^ 
ceis,. that even his friends could not bear hirti: 
any longer : for having banilhed Cicero , and Tent* 
Cato out of his way , he begaa to fancy hin^felf' 
a match for Pompey j by whofe help, of con^^ 
iiivance at lead, he had acquired alt his power ;^ 
and » in open defiance of him , feiied by ftratagem^ 
into his hands the fon of King Tigranes^ whom- 
Pompey had brought with him from the eaft, and- 
kept a prifoner at Rjome in the ciiftody of Fla^^ws^ 
die Praetor ; and inftead of delivering him up ,■ 
when Pompey demanded him , undertook , for a 
fcirge fum of money, to give hiin' his liberty and * 
fend him home^^u This however did not pafe 
*ritJ|t)Ut a (harp' fcngagement between him aod^ 
Flavius, .^^ who!>nsarchGd out of Romev wi& a^ 
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^ body of ttien well armed, to recover Tigrancs* 

^* by force : but Clodius proved tbo ftrong for 

" dim; ilnd killed a great part' of his cottipany , 

" and among them Papirius ^ a Roman Knight of 

^ Pompeys iritimate acquaintance, while Flavius* 

« alfo himfelf bad fome difficulty to cfcape with 

« Jife'V ' 

This affront roufed Pompey, to think of recall 

Hig Cicc#oj as v^ell to corred the arrogance of 

Clodius, as to ^retrieve his credit, and jngratiatC' 

hitc^tit with the Senate and People : he dropt' 

ifenrfc hints ' of his inclination to CiceroV friends, 

and- particularly to Atticus, 'who prefently gave 

him part of' the agreeable news ! upon which 

Cicero, though he had no opinion of Pompey's 

fludtrity, was encouraged' to write to him; and 

lent a copy of his letter to Atticus, telling hint" 

at the fame rim^, thiJt.if Pbmpiey could '^rgiflk^ 

tbe affront, ^hich he had received in the cafe 

of Tigranes, 'he ihouM defpiir of bis being* iiiovid' 

by any thing *'. Varro ' IHcewife , who had*- a 

particular intimacy with Pompey, d^fircd Atticus 

to let Cicero know, that Pbm^ey would certainly 

enter into his caufe, as foon as he heard froni 

Csefar, which he expeded to do every day. This 

intelligence from fo good ^n author, raifed Cicero's^ 

hopes, till finding no effeds of it fot a confiderable 

time, he began to apprehend, that there was either 

nothing at all in it, or that Caefar's anfwer was- 

aVerfc, and had put an end to it**. The fcid^ 

however ftiows^ what an extraordinary deference* 

Pdiftpey paid* to^Gsefar, that be ^ouhd not take 
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a llqi in this affur at Rpoe, wkboot ibidiiig firft 
CO Gaul , to coolult him about iu 

The City was alarmed at tkc HUM tune, hy 
the rumor of a (fcood plot agaioft Foaipey s Uk^ 
laid to be contrived by Qodius; one of wlKrfe 
ilaves was feized at the door of the Senate, with 
a dagger, which bis mailer had given him /as he 
ccmfeffcd, to ftab Pompey : which, jbeing accom- 
panied with many daring attacks on Pompey V 
perfbn by Clodius's mob, made him refolve, to 
retire from the Senate and the Forum,r'tiU Glodius 
was out of his Tribunate , and (hut himfetf up in 
his ownr houfe , whither he was ftill purfucd amd 
adually befieged by one of Clodius's freedmen » 
Damio. An outrage >(b au^lacioMS could not be 
overlooked by the Magillrates , who .c^une out 
with all their fprccs^to feize or drive away Damio; 
upon which a jg^neral engagiemeat jcnfued , where 
Gabinius , as Cicero fays , '' was forced to Incak 
^ his league with Clodius, .add fight. for Pompey; 
^ at firft faintly and . unwillingly , but at laft 
^ heartily; while Pifo, more religious, ftood firm 
** to his contrail^, and fought on Clodius's fide, 
^ till his Fafces were broken , and he hiqifblf 
^ wounded , and forced to run aw4y *'. " 

Whether any defign was really formed againft 
Pompey 's life, or the ftory was contrived to fcrve 
I^is prefent views, it feems probable at lead, that 
his fears were feigned, and the danger too con* 
temptible , to giye him any juft apprcbenfioo ; 
but the Ibutting himfelf up fit home made aa 
impfeflion upoiji the yi^lgar, and f urniflied a bettei 
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jprctcnce for turning fo quick upon Clodiu^, and 
quelling that infolence, which he^himfelf had 
raifed : for this was the conftant tenor of his poli- 
tics; tp give a free courfe to the public diforders, 
for the fake of difplaying his own importance tb 
more advantage ; that when the ftorm was at the 
height, he might appear at laft in the Scene, like 
a Deity of the Theatre, and reduce all again to 
order; expeding ftill, that the people, tired and 
haralTed by thefe perpetual tumults j would be 
forced to create him Didator, for fettling the 
quiet of the City. 

The Confuls eled were P. Cornelius Lentulu^, 
and Q. Metellus Nepos: the firft was Cicero's 
warm friend, the fecond his old enemy; the fame, 
who put that affront upon him on laying down 
,bis Confulihip : his promotion therefore was a 
great difconragement to Cicero, who took it for 
granted, that he would employ all his power to 
obftrud bis return; and refledled, as he tells us, 
•* that though it was a great thing to drive him 
'*^ out, yet as there were many who hated, and 
" more who envied him, it would not be difficult 
" to keep him out '". " But Metellus, perceiving 
which way Pompey's inclination, and Csefars alfo 
was tuniing, found reafon to change his mind, or 
at leaft to diflfemble it; and promifed, not only 
to give bis confent, but bis affiftance to Cicero's 
reftoration. His Colleague, Lentulus, in the mean 
while, was no fooner eleded , than he revived the 
late motion of Ninnius, and propofed a vote, to 
recal Cicero; and when Clodi^s interrupted him 
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3cm1 redtcd that part of his law, wliid» made It 
criminal, to move any thing about it, Lcotnlus 
declared it to be no law, bat a lacrc proCcriptioo, 
and ad of violence '*. This alarmed Qodios, and 
obliged him to exert all his arts, to fbpport the 
.validity of (he law; he threatened i aih and deftmo 
.tion to all, who Ihould dare to oppoCe it; and to 
imprint the greater terror, lixed up on the doocs 
of the Senate houfe, that claufe which prohibited 
all men to fpe^ or ad in any naanner for Cicero's 
return, on pain of being treated as enemies This 
gave a farther difquiet to Ciccra, left it (hould 
diQieartrn bis adive friends, and fumiih an excufc 
to the indolent, for doing nothing: he infinuates 
therefore to Atticus , what might be (aid to 
obviate it i ^ that all fiich claufies were only 
^ bugbears t without any real force; or otherwife^ 
^ no law could ever be abrogated ; and whatever 
** effed this was intended to have , that it mud 
^. needs fall of courie with the kw itfclf '*. " 

In this anxious ftate of his mind, jealous of 
every thing that could hurt, and catching at 
every thing that could help him, another little 
incident happened , which gave bim a firelh caufe 
of uneafinefe : for fome of his enemies had 
publilbed an invedive Oration*, drawn up by 
•him for the entertainment only of bis intimate 
friends againft fome eminent Senator , not named, 
but generally fuppofed to be Curio, the Father, 
.who was now difpofed and engaged to ferve him : 
he was furprifed and concerned , that the oradon 
-was made public^ and his inftrudions upon it to 
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'Atticus are fomewhat curious ; and fljow i)ovr 
he was ftruck with the apprehcnfion , of lofing 
.fo powerful a friend, "You have ftunned me, ''fays 
he , '• with the news of the Oration's being 
" publilbed: heal the wound, as you promife, 
" if you poffibly can : I wrote it long ago in 
" anger, after he had firft written againft me; 
'^ but had fuppreffed it fo carefully , that I never 
" dreamt of its getting abroad , nor can imagine 
" how it dipt out : but fmce , as fortune would 
'" have it, 1 never had a word with him in perfon, 
^* and it is written more negligently, than my 
** other orations ufually are ; I cannot but think 
^ that you may difown it, and prove it not to 
^' be mine: pray take care of this, if you fee any 
** hopes for me: if not, there is the lefs reafoa 
** to trouble myfelf about it'*." 

His principal Agents and Solicitors at Rome 
were his Brother Quintus, his Wife Terentia, hi« 
Son-in-iaw Pifo, Atticus, and Sextius. But the 
Brother and the Wife, being both of them nati;- 
rally peevifli, fecm to have given him fome addi- 
tional difquiet, by their mutual complaints againft 
each other ; which obliged him to admonifh 
them gently in his letters , that fincc their frienrfs 
were fo few, they ought to live more amicably 
among themfelves '*. 

Terentia, however, bore a very confiderable part 
of the whole affair; andinftead of being daunted by 
the depreflfion of the family, and the ruin of their 
fortunes , fecms to have been animated r^ither the 
«ofe to withftand.the violences of their enemies, 
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4ind procure her hufband's re(loration« But oilc 
of Cicero's Letters to her in tbefe unhappy circum- 
(lances will give the cleared view or her chara<Se^ 
and the fpirit , with which (be aded. 

" Cicero to Terentia, 

^ Do not imagine , that I write longer Letters 
^ to any one than to you, unlefs it, be when 1 
^ receive a long one from fomebody eKe, whick 
^ I find myfelf obliged to anfwer. For I have 
** nothing either to write , nor in my prefent 
*' (ituation employ myfelf on any thing that is 
** more troublefome to roe; and when it is tS 
^' you and our dear Tulliola » I cannot write 
" without a flood of tears. For I fee you the moft 
" wretched of women, whom I wilhed always 
^ to fep the happieft, and ought to have made 
.** fo; as I ihould have done, if I had not been fo 
" great a Coward, I am extremely fenfible of 
** Pifo's fcrvices to us ; have exhorted him , as 
^ well as I could, and thanked him as I ought. 
^ Your hopes, I perceive, are in the new Tribunes: 
* that will be effedlual, if Pompey concur with 
" them: but I am afraid ftill of CraflTus. You do 
** every thing for me, I fee, with the utmoft 
" courage and affedion: nor do I wonder at it; 
** but lament our unhappy fate, that my miferies 
^ can only be relieved by your fuffering ftiil 
^ greater ; for our good friend, P, Valerius, wrote 
^' me word , what I could not read without 
/* burfting into tears , how you were dragged 

from 
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« from the Temple of Vefta to the Valeriitt fiank. 
*' Alas my light, my darling, to vrhom ^i the 
^ world ufcd to fue for help ! that you , my <lea^ 
^ Tcrentia^ (houid be thus infulted ; thus c^preffed 
^ with grief and diftrefs ! and that I Ihouid be 
« the cftufc of it; I, who have prefcrved fo many 
" others, that we t)urfclves fliould be undone { 
^' As to what you write about the houfe, that is« 
^ about the area; I fhall then take myfelf to be 
** reftor^d j -virhen that fliall be reftored to us. Bud 
•* tbofe things are not in our power. What affedb 
** me more iiearly is, that when fo grtat an expenfo 
•• is neceffary, ii jfhoukl all lie upon you^ who are 
** fo roiferabiy ftript and plundered already. If we 
^ li^e to fee an end of thefe troubles, we (ball 
*• repair all the reft* But if the fame fortune muft 
*' ever deprefs us, will you throvr away the poo# 
*• remains, that are left for your fubfiftence? Foi? 
•• God's fake, my dear life^ let others fupply the 
** mon^y^ who are abk, if they are willing: and 
" if you love me , do nothing that can hur^ 
" yput health , which is already fo impaired. For 
/ •* you ate perpetually in my thoughts both day 
** and night. I (ee that you decline no fort ot 
^ trouble; but am afraid, how you will fuftatil 
•* It* iTet the whole affair depends on you. Pay 
** the firft regard therefore to your health^ thae 
" we may attain the end of all your wiflies , and 
" your labors. I know not whom to write 16^ 
" except to thofe, who write to me, or of whoni 
** you fend me fome good account, I will not 
•* remove to a greater diftance, fmce you are 
Vol. L B b 
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** againft it; but would have you write to me as 
^ oftco as poflible, efpecially if you have any 

• ** hopes, that are well grounded. Adieu, my 

." dear lOvc, adieu. The 5th of Odober from 
•* Tbeffalonica. ** 

' Terentia had a particular eftate of her own , 
not obnoxious to Clodius's Daw, which Ihe was 
now offering to fale, for a fupply of their prefent 

;necefl]des: this is what Cicero refers to, where he 
entreats her not to throw away the fmall remains 
of her fortunes; which he preffes ftill more warmly 
in another Letter, putting her in mind, ^ that if 
•* their friends did not fail in their duty ^ ihe 
*^ could not want money; and if they did, that 
^^ her own would do but little towards making 

^ them eafy: he implores her therefore not to 
^ ruin the boy ; who , if there was any thing left 
^ to keep him from want, would, with a moderate 
*• fliare of virtue and good fortune , eafily recover 
•• the reft'*." Their fon-in-law, Pifo, was ex- 
tremely affedionate and dutiful in performing all 
good offices both to his baniihed Father and the 
Family; and refigned the Quaeftorlhip of Pontus 
and Bithynia, on purpofe to ferve them the more 
effedually by his prefence in Rome : Cicero makes 
frequent acknowledgment of hb kindnefs and 
gcnerofity ; " Fifo's humanity , virtue and love for 
^ us all is fo great," fays he, ** that nothing can 
" exceed it; the Gods grant, that it may one day 

,^* be a pleafure, I am fure, it will always be an 

. -<* honor to him '*. " 

Atticus likewife fupplled -tliem liberally with 
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money: be had already furniibed Cicero , for tlie 
exigences of his flight, with above 2000 pounds; 
and upon fucceeding to ^ the great eftate of his 
uncle Caecilius ,. whofe name he now affumed, 
made him a frefh offer of his.purfe'*: yet his 
condudl did ^ot wholly fatisfy Cicero ; who 
thought bim too cold and remifs in his^^ fervice ; 
^nd fancied , that it flowed from fome fccret 
refentment, for having never received from him, 

, in his flourifhing condition, any beneficial proofs 
of bis friendfhip: in order therefore to roufe his 
zeal, be took occafion to promife him, in one 
of his letters, that whatever reafon . he had to 
complain on that fcore , it fhould all be made up 
to him, if he lived to return: "If fortune," fays 
he , " ever reftore me to my country ; it fbafl 
^* be my fpecial care , that you , above all my 
** friends , have caufe to rejoice at it : and though 

. "hitherto, I confcfs, you have reaped but litUc 
" benefit from my kindnefs ; I will manage fo 
*' for the future, that wheneves I am reftored, 
** you fhall find yourfelf as dear, to me as my 
" Brother and my Children : If I have been 
** wanting therefore in my duty to you, or rather, 
" fince I have been wanting, pray pardon me; for 
*' I have been much more wanting to myfelf *. ** 
But Atticus begged of him to lay afide all fuch 
fancies, and affured him, that there was not the 
leaft ground for them ; and that he had never been 
difgufted by any thing which he had either done, 
or negleded to do for him; entreating him to be, 
perfedly eafy on that head, and to depend always 

Bbj, 
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<>Q his )>eft fcr vices, withoot giving himfelf tKe 
(rouble, even of reminding bim ^\ Yet after 
nil, the fufpicion itfelf, as it comes from one^ 
yrho knew Atticus fo perfedly, feems to leave 
fome littlie blot upon his charader : but whatever 
qaulie there might be for it, it is certain, that 
Cicero at leaft was as good as his word , and by 
the care which he took after his return, to cele- 
brate Atticus*s name in all his writings, has left 
the mod illuftrious teftimony to pofteri^ of his 
(inqere efleem and affedtion for him. 

Sextius was one of the Tribunes eleA ; and be- 
ing entirely devoted to Cicero, took the trouble of 
n journey into Gaul , to folicit Caefar's confent to 
}iis reftoration, which thopgh he obtained, as well 
by his own interceOion , as by Pompey*s letters , 
ye^ it feems to have been with certain limitations, 
pot agreeable to Cicero : for on Sextius's return to 
Rome , when he drew up the copy of a law , which 
he intended to propofe, upon his entrance into of- 
fice; conformable, ks we may imagine, to the 
conditions flipulated with Cxfar ; ^ Cicero greatly 
^' difliked it; as being too general, and without 
^ the mention even of his name, nor providing 
^ Efficiently either for his dignity , or the reditu* 
^ tion of his cdate ; fo that he defires Atticus to 
** take f:are to get it amended by Sextius '*. " 
. The old Tribunes, in the mean while, eight of 
whom were Cicero's friends , refolved to make one 
effort more to obtain a law in his favor, which 
they jointly offered to the people on the twenty* 
f i|;hth of O Aober : but Cicero was much more dif* 
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pkafed with this , than with Scxtius's : it cohfifted 
of three articles; the firft of which reftored him 
only to his former rank, but not to his eftate: th* 
fecond was only matter of form, to indemnify the 
propofers of it; the third enaded, ** that if there^ 
^ was any thihg in it, which was prohibited tc^ 
^ be promulgated by any former law, particularl/ 
^ by that of Clodius , or which involved the author 
** of fuch promulgation in any fine or penalty, 
^ that in fuch cafe it fhould have no effed. Cicero 
" was furprifed, that his friends could be induced 
« to propofe fuch an ad, wWch feemid to be 
« againft him , and to confirm that claufe of the 
«• Clodian law , which made k penal toi move any 
•'thing for him : '* whc||as no claufes of that 
kind had ever been regarded , or thought to hjlve 
any fpecial force, but fell of courfe, when thd 
faws themfclves ^ere repeakd: be obfcrves, **thai 
** it was an ugly precedent for the fucceeding Tri- 
•* bunes , if they fhould happen to have any feril^ 
•* ples; and that Clodius had already Catccri ttwf 
^ advantage of it, when in a fpeech to th^ people, 
*^ on the third of November , he declared, thaS 
^ this ad of the Tribunes was a proper leffon to 
*^ their fucceffors, to let them fee how far theii? 
*' power extended. He defires Atticus therefore 
*' to find out , who was the contriver of it , and 
** how Ninnius and the reft came to be fo much 
** overfeen , as not to be aware of the cohfequences 
•• of it '\ - 

The moft probable folution of it is , that thefe 
Tribunes hoped to cany their point with lefr-tiifr 

Bb3 



Digitized by 



Google 



374 T>HB LIFE O F^ 

ficolty, by paying this deference to Cloclius*slaw,V 
the validity of which was acknowledged by Cato , 
and feveral others of the principal Citizens'* ; and 
they were induced to make this pulh for it, before 
they quitted their office, from a perfuafion, that if 
Cicero was once reftored « on any terms , or with 
what reftriftions foever , the reft would follow of 
courfe ; ai^d that the recovery of his dignity would 
Deqcffarity draw after it every thing elfe, that was 
wanted : Cicero ftems to have been fenfible of it 
hiiufelf on fetond thoughts, as he intimates , 'in 
the ^pnclufion of his letter; ** I fliould be forry *\ 
Cays he , " to have the new Tribunes tnfert fuch a 
^* claufe in their law; yet let them infert what 
*^ jchey pleafe, if it will but pafs and call me home , 
** 1 ib^l be content with it '\ " But the only 
project of a law which he approved , was drawn 
by his Coufia C. Vefellius Aculeo, an eminent 
lawyer of that age, for another of the new Tri- 
Inuu^Sy T» Fadius, who had been his Quaeftor, 
vrfien he was Coqfal : he advifed his friends there- 
fore, if there was any profped of fuccefs, to pufli* 
forwards that law , which entirely plcafed him * V 
In this fufpenfe of his affairs at Rsome, the 
ti^ops j which Pifo had provided for his govern-' 
ment of Macedonia ^ began to arrive in great num-' 
bcrs in Xheffalonic^ " : This greatly alarmed him,' 
a>i4 made him refplv^lo quit the place witliput delay r 
and as it was not advi&ble to move. farther fron* 
Italy, he ventured to come ftill nearer, andturn^ 
ed back again to Dyrrhachium : for thpugh this was 
within the diftance fprbiddep to him by law , ycft 
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ht bad no reafon to af^rebend any danger, i^i a 
Town particularly devoted to him, and which had 
always been under his Ipccial patronage and pro- 
tedion. He came thither on the twenty-fifth of No- 
vember, and gave notice of his rempyal tp his 
friends at Rotoe , by letters of the fame, ^^tf , begun 
at Theflalonica and fini(bed at Dyrr^chium '^: 
vhich ibows the great h^^e , which he thought tie-» 
ceflary , in making this.fiidden change of his qji^r-* 
ters. Here he received anc^er p^pe pf, i?cws^ 
which difpleafed hi^i; ^' that with the confent 
'* and affiftance of his managers at Rome, the 
*' provinces of the CoQfu)s ^ed hac^ b^f) furnifli* 
** ed with money and trx>op^ by a decree of tl» 
''Senate: "but in what mapuier i^ affc)ftf d him, 
and what reafon he had. to. be uneafy at it^ yriU 
be, exphined by his own letter upon it to; Atticus. •» 
^* When you firft fentme wprd,"fayf jbe^ ** that 
** the Cpnfular Firoyinces had bqeif /ctjiled :smd 
'^ provided for by yo^r confent; tl^^ig^ I was 
'* afraid, left it might be, attended with ^me ill 
" confequence , yet I hoped, that you had fpme 
^ fpecial reafon for it^ which I cqipld ji|gt pene* 
" trate: but having fincc , been info^m^.^, bptb 
" by friends and letters, that youiTr :.9or)c)pd, if 
" univerfally condemned , I am e3^(i;em^yr cjiQurb- 
** ed at it; becaufc the little hop^, tliat yfcre Jeft^ 
" feem now to be dcftro)f54 • fpr Xboji^il^^p r^fw 
" Tribunes quarrel with lys uppn it; , ^^y^ f^^e» 
** hopes can there l?eX;and tbey^.Ji9^-jr§a^oi:^it# 
V do fo; fince th<?y ^TfJ^e ,^t,xftfl^l^^ 
•'though they. h^d^uq4fr%|cen my ^^^^ fiiii 
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^ have loft by our cooccSkm all tliat infihencei 
** wbicb tbcy would otbcFMrife have had over it; 
•* efpeeiany when they declare r^^^ it was for 
^* mf^ hke only, that they defired the power of 
^^ furniflimgrout the Gbnfiih; not with defign 16 
^ himfer'^an, but to Secure them to my in- 
^ tereft ; whereas if the Confttis have a mind to 
*•- beperverfc, they may now be fo without any 
^ tiOc ; yet let them be never fo well difpofed* 
^ can 6a nothing without the confent of the Tri- 
^ bunes. As to w^t you £siy, that if yOu had 
^* not iagreed to it, the Confuh would have car# 
^* ried their point widi the people; that could 
^ never hkv^ been done againft the will of the 
•* Tribunes; I am afraid therefore, that we have 
^' loft by it the affciftion' of Ae Tribunes; or if 
"^ that ftill remains, have loft at leaft our hold on 
^ the Confols. There is another inconvenience 
^ fUli, hot left xonfiderable; for that important 
^ declaratioTt ,' ais it was reprefented to me, that 
^ the Senate would enter into nothing, tilltny a£Bur 
^ was fettled, is now at an end; and in a cafe 
^ not ohly unneceflary, bnt new and unprece- 
^ dented; for I do not believe, that the Provinces 
^ of the Cohfuis had ever before been provided 
^ for ilntiJ their entrance into office: but having 
^* now broken through thati'efolution , which they 
^ had taken ih ' my Idaurc, they are at liberty to 
^ proceed' tb any other buiinefs , as theypleafe. It 
^ is not however to fee wondered at, that my 
^ friends , who Svere; applied to , ihould confent to 
^ Hi *^¥*jk was hard fBr -any one, t6 declare 
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^ openly againfl a motion , fo bendicml to th^ 
** Two Confuls; it was bard, 1 fay, to refufean^ 
^^ thing to Leatulos , who has always been my 
** true friend: or to Metellns, who has given tip 
** his refentment^ with fo much hamanky; yet I 
** am apprehenfive, that we have alienated tht 
*^ Tribunes, and cannot hold the Confuls: writt 
•* me word, I defire you, what turn this ha» 
^ tafcen, and bow the whole affair ftands; and 
•* write with yoiir ufual franknels ; for I love to 
^^ know the truth , though it fliould happen to b« 
^ dilagreeable* " The tenth of December ". 

But Atticus, ioflead of anfwering this letter^ 
or rather indeed before he received k, having 
0cca(ion to vifit biseftate in EfMrus, took his way 
dmher through Dyrrhachium , on purpofe to fe^ 
Ocero ', and explain to him in perfon the motives 
of their condud. Their interview was but (bort j 
ind after they parted , Cicero , upon fome new 
intetligence , which gave himfrelb uneafinels, fent 
another letter after him into E[^rus , to call Mm 
back again: " After you left me," fays he, ''I 
** received letters from Rome, -for which I per- 
^ ceive, that I muft end my days in this cala; 
^ mity ; and to fpeak the truth , ( which you Mrill 
*^ take in good part ) if there had been any hopes 
** of my return , you, who love me fo well, woiuld 
•* never have left the City at fuch a conjuiiAure: 
^ but I (ay no more ; left I be thought either uii^ 
•* gratcfful , or defirous to involve my friends too 
** in my ruin: one thing I beg, that you would 
^ no foil, as you have given yomr wonl, tooomtf 
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*^ to me , wherever I fliall happen to be ; before 
** the firft of Januaiy *'. 

While he vras thus perpkxing hinifelf with 
perpetual fears and fufpicions, his caufe was pro^ 
ceeding very profperoufly at Rome, and feemed 
to be in fuch a train , that it could not be ob« 
Aruded much longer : for the new Magiftrates, 
who where coming on with the new year , were all, 
except the Praetor Appius , fiuppofed to be his 
friends'; while his enemy Clodius was foon to 
rdign his oflBce , on which the greateft part of his ' 
power depended : Clodius himfelf was feniible of 
the dj^ily decay of his credit « through the fupi^-ior 
influence of Pompey ; who had drawn Cseiar awa^ 
from him, and forced even Gabinius to deferi 
him *• fo that, out of rage and delpair, and the 
defire of revoiging himfelf on thefe new and more 
powerful enemies,, he would willingly have dropt 
the ipurfuit of: Cicero > or confented even to recal 
fatm , if he could lave perfuaded Cicero's friends 
arid the Senate to join their forces with him againft 
the Triumvirate. For this end, ** he produced 
^* fiibulus and the other Augurs in an Aflembly 
t^ of the people , and demanded of them , whether 
^! it was not unlawful to tranfaft any public bufr- 
f* neCs, when iitiy of them were taking the Au- 
•*fyiccs?" /To which they all anfwered in the af- 
firmative. ".Tb«0 he aflced Bibulus, whether 
t' be was ndt actually obferviiig the heavens/ as 
*r* oft as any of C«far's laws were propofed to the 
^i people? To which he anfwered in the affirma- ' 
%MVc^ l^Dfcbeing;|)W3jduced a f^cond time by t^be 
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^' Pnctor Appius, he added, th^t he took the 
** Aufpices alfo, in the fame m'anner , at the 
^* time when Clodius's aft of adoption was con- 
" firmed by the people: " but Clodius, while he 
gratified his prefent revenge, little regarded how 
much it turned againft himfelf ; but iufifted, 
** that all Gaelar's afts ought to be annulled by the 
" Senate , as being contrary to the Aufpices ; and 
*\ on that condition , declared publicly , that he 
*' himfelf would bring back Cicero, the guardiati 
*' of the City, on his own Iboulders •'. " 

In the fame fit of revenge , he fell upon the 
Conful Gabinius ; and in an aflembly of the peo- 
ple, -which he called for that purpofe, with his 
liead veiled and a little altar and fire before him, 
confecrated his whole eftate. This had been fome* 
times done againft tr^iterous Citizens; and when 
legally performed , had the effed of a confifcation, 
by making the place and effeds ever aft^r facred 
and public: but in the prefent cafe , it was con& 
dered only as an ad of madne{s> and the Tribune 
Ninnius, in ridicule of it, confecrated Clodius's 
eftate in the lame form and manner , that whatever 
elficacy was afcribed to the one , the other might 
juftiy challenge the fame ". : 

But the expeded hoiir was now come , which 
put an end to his dcteftable Tribunate : it had been 
uniforpi and of a piece from the firfl to the lad; 
the moft infamous and corrupt that Rome had ever 
feen : there was fcarce an office beftowed at home^ 
or any favor granted to a Prince, State,' or City 
abroad , but what be openly fold to the bed bidder : 
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** The Poets * fa)r$ Cicero, "could not feign a Cha* 
^* rybdis , fo voracious as bis rapine : he confeited 
'* the title of King on thofe who had it not, and 
^ took it away from thofe who had**;'^ and fold 
the rich Priefthoods of Afia, as the Turks are (aid 
to fell the Grecian Bifhoprics, without regarding 
whether they were fiill or vacant ; of which Cicero 
gives us a remarkable inftance. "There was a 
" celebrated Temple of Cybele^ at Pdfinuiis in 
" Phrygia, where that Goddefii Was worlbipped 
" with fingular devotion, not only by all Afia, 
" but Europe too ; and where the Roman Gene- 
" rals themfelves often ufed to pay their vow* 
^* and make their offerings. ^' Her prieft was ia 
quiet pofleflion , without any rival Pretender , or 
Any i^omplaint againft him ^ yet Clodkis, by a law 
of the people , granted this Priefthood to one Bro^ 
gitarus, a petty Sdvereign in tlioUe parts, to whonH 
he had before ^ven the title of King: and I (halt 
think him a King indeed, fays Cicero, if ever he be 
able to pay the purchafe money : but the fpoils of 
the Temple were deftined to that ufe , and would 
foon have been applied to it; if Deiotarus, King 
of Galatia, a Prince of noble charader, and a true 
friend to Rome, had not defeated the impious 
!)argain , by taking the Temple into his prote<ftion , 
Und maintaining the lawful Prieft againft the in- 
truder ; not fufFcring Brogitarus , though his fon- 
in-law, to pollute or touch any thing belonging 
to it ••. 

All the ten new Tribunes had folemnly pro^ 
thifed to ferve Cicero; yet Ciodius found means 
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to corrupt two of them, S. Attilius Serramis, and 
Numerius Quindius Gracchus ; by whofe help he 
was enabled dill to makVhead againft Cicero's 
p^rty , and retard his redoradon fome time longer: 
but Pifo and Gabinius, perceiving the fcene to be 
opening apace in his favor, and his return to be 
unavoidable, thought it time to get out of his 
way, and retire to their feveral governments, to 
enjoy the reward of their perfidy: fo that tfaey 
both left Rome, with the expiration of this year, 
and Pifo fet out for Macedonia, Gabinius for 
Syria. ^ 

On the firft of January the new Conful Lcntu- A-Urb/696. 
lus, a|ter the ceremony of his inauguration , and ^*c- ^^ 
his firft duty paid , as ufual , to religion , entered ^ 
dircdUy into Cicero's affair, and moved the Senate _ lentu- 
for his reftoration *'; while his Colleague Metel- ^usSpin- < 
ius declared, with much feeming candor, "that ther, 
^* though Cicero and he had been enemies , on Q; Cjecilt- 
" account of their different fentinients in politics, usMetbl- 
** yet he would give up his refcntmcnts to the au* 
** thority of the Fathers , and the interefts of the 
" Republic **•" Upon which L. Cotta, a per- 
fon of Confular and Cenforian rank , being aflced 
bis opinion the firft, faid, '^ that nothing had beeo 
^* done againft Cicero agreeably to right or law, 
^* or the cuftom of their anceftors: that no Citi- 
^^ zen could be driven out of the City without a 
^ trial;. and that the people would not condemn, 
** nor even try a man capitally, but in an aflem- 
^* bly of their Centuries : that the whole wa« 
^^ the tSc&, of violence , turbulent time$« and an 
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^ oppreflfed Republic : doc In fo ftnmge a revolo- 
^ tion and confafioo.of all things, Cicero liad 
^ only ftept afide , td^ovide for his future tran- 
^ quiUitjr 9 -by declioiog the impendiiig ftorm ; 
^ amd fioce he bad freed the Republic from no 
^ leis danger by his abfeoce, than he hfd dooc 
^ before by bis prefence , that he ought not only 
^ to be reftored , but to be adorned with new 
^ honors: that what his mad enemy had publiflied 
^ againft him, was drawn fo abfurdly both in 
^ words and fentiments , that , if it had been 
^ ena&ed in proper form , it could never obuia 
^ the force of a law : that fincc Cicero therefore 
^ was expelled by no law, be could not want a 

. ^ bw to reftore him, but ought not to be recalled 
•• by a vote oftbe Senate." — Pompey, wbofpokc 
next, having highly applauded what Cotta faid, 
added, ^ that for tbe fake of Cicero's future quiet, 

' ** and to prevent all farther trouble from the fame 
'* quarter, it was his opinion that tbe people 
^ (bould have a (bare in conferring that grace, 
** and their confent be joined alfo to tbe authority 
^ of tbe Senate. " After many others bad fpoken 
likewife with great warmth in tbe defence and 
praife of Cicero, they all came unanimoufly into 
Fompey's opinion , and were proceeding to make 
a decree upon it, when Serranus, the Tribune, rofe 
up and put a ftop to it ; not flatly interpofing his 
negative , for be bad not tbe aflurance to do that, . 
againft fuch a fpirit and unanimity of the Senate , 
but defiring only a nigbt's time to confider of it. 

;^Tbis unexpeded interruption incenfed tbe whole 
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rrffeiiibllyrfome reproached, others entreated him ; 
and his Father-in-law, Oppius, threw hirafelf at 
his feet to move him to defift : but all that they 
could get from him was a promife to give way to 
-the decree the next morning; upon which they 
•broke up. ** But the Tribune,*' fays Cicero, *'em- 
"ployed the night, not as people fancied he 

.** would, in giving back the money, which he 
f^ had taken , but in making a better bargain , and 
"doubling his price; for the next morning, being 

. " grown more hardy, he abfolutely prohibited 
** the Senate from proceeding to any ad *'. " This 
condud of Serranus furprifi^d Cicero's friends ^ 
being not only perfidious and contrary to his 

. ei^gagements , but highly ungrateful to Cicero ; who , 
dn his Confulihip, had been his fpecial Encourager 

. and Benefador '*. 

The Senate however , though fiindered at pre- 
-fent from paffing their decree, were too well 
united , and too ftrongly fupported , to be baffled 
<much longer by the artifices of a fedion : they 
refolvcd therefore , without farther delay , to pro- 
pound a law to the people for Cicero's redoration ; 
and the twenty-fecond of the month was appointed 
for the promulgation of it. When the day came , 
Fabricius, one of Cicero's Tribunes, marched out 
with a ftrong guard , before it was light, to get 
pofTeflion of tlie Roftra : but Clodius was too early 
for him ; and having feized all the pofts and avenues 
of the Forum, was prepared to give him a warm 
reception: he had purchafed Gladiators, for the 
(hows of his ^dilcfhip , to which he was now prc^ 
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tcndiog; and borrowed another band ofhi^lMrotber 
Appius; and with thefie well armed ^ at the bead 
of bis flaves and dependents, be attacked Fabri* 
cius» killed feveral of bis followers, wounded many 
more, and drove tbem quite out of the place^ and 
bappening to fall in at the lame time with Cifpius, 
another Tribune, who was coming to the aid of bis 
Colleague , be repulfed him alfo with great daughter* 
The Gladiators, heated* with this tafte of bloody 
'* opened their way on all fides widi their fwords^ 
** in queft of Quintus Cicero ; whom they met 
^' with at lad, and would certainly bave muf^ 
^' dered , if by the advantage of the confufioa 
'* and darknefs he had not bid himfelf under the 
'* bodies of bis flaves and freedmen , who were 
^^ killed around him ; where he lay concealed * 
•• till the fray was over." The Tribune Sextius 
was treated fiill more roughly; "for being par« 
** ticularly purfued and marked out for de(faxic« 
** tion , he was fo defperately wounded , as to be 
^ left for dead upon the fpot; and efcaped death » 
^ only by feigning it:" Init while be lay in that 
condition, fuppofed to be killed, Clodius^ refled- 
ing, that (he murder of a Tribune, whofe perfon 
was (acred , would raife fuch a ftorm , as might 
occafion his ruin , *^ took a fudden refolution to 
*• kill one of his own Tribunes, in order to charge 
•• it upon his adverfaries, and fo balance the ac- 
^* count by making both fides equally obnoxious : '' 
the vidim doomed to this facrifice was , Numerius 
Quindius , an obfcure fellow , raifed to this dig- 
nity by the caprice of the multitude , who , to make 

himfelf 
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Jbimfelf the more popular, had adumed thd tut* 
same of Gracchus: "but the crafty clown '\ fays 
Cicero, "having got fome hint of the defign^ and 
" finding, that his blood %vas to wipe oft the en vy- 
•* of Scxtius's , difguifed himfelf prefently in the 
•* habit of a Muleteer, the fanae in which he firft 
'* came to Rome, and. with a baflcet upon hit 
" head , while fome were calling out for Nume* 
•* rius , others for Quindlius , p^^ffed undifcoyere^t 
** by the confufion of the two names i but he 
** continued in this danger , till Sextius was known 
" to be alive ; and if that difcovery had not beeit 
•• made fooner than one would have wifbed^ 
** though they could not have fixed the odium of 
** killing their mercenary were they defigned itj 
" yet they would have leffened the infamy of one 
** villany, by committing another, which all peo* 
•* pie would have been pleafed with, '* Accord* 
ing to the account of this day's Tragedy, "the 
" Tiber and all the con(imon fewers were filled 
** with dead bodies^ and the blood wiped up with 
** fponges in the Forum , where fuch heaps of 
** flain had never before been feen ^ . but^ in the 
" civil diffenfioris of Cinna and Odavius*'. " 

Clodius^ fiulhed with this viftory, " fet fire 
*' with his own hands to the Temple of the 
** Nymphs; where the books of the Cenfors and 
** the public regifters of the City were kept » 
•^ which were all confumed with the Fabric it* 
•* felf •^'' He then attacked the houfes of Milo 
the Tribune, and Caecilius the Praetor, with fire 
and fword ; but was repulfed in both attempts with 
Vol. I C c 
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iobt Milo took fcveral of Appius*$ Gladiators 
•* prifoncrs^ vrho, being brought before the Sc- 
^^ nate, made a confeflion of what they knew, 
•* and were fent to jail ; but were prefently releafed 

* by Serranus *^. '* Upon thefe outrages Milo 
impeached Clodius in form , for the violation of the 
public peace : but the Conful Metellus , who had not 
yet abandoned him , with the Praetor Appius , and 
the Tribune Serranus, refolved to prevent any pro- 
cefs upon it; " and by their edids prohibited, 

* eithet the criminal bimfelf to appear , or any 

* one to cite him **." Their pretence was, "that 
^ the Qu^ftors were not yet chofen , whofe office 
** it was to make the allotment of the Judges $ 
^* while they themfelves kept back the eledion,*' 
and where pulhing Clodius at the fame time into 
the ^dilefhip ; which would ikreen him of courfe 
for one year from any profecution* Milo there* 
fore , finding it impradlicable to bring him to 
juftice in the legal method , refolved to deal with 
him in his own way, by oppofing force to force; 
and for this end purchnfed a band of Gladiators ^ 
with which he had daily flcirmifhes with him in 
the (Ireets ; and acquired a great reputation of 
courage and generofity for being the firft of all 
the Romans, who had ever bought Gladiators, 
for the defence of the Republic **. 

' This obftrudion given to Cicero's return by an 
obftinate and defperate fadlion, made the Senate 
only the more refolute ,to eflFed it : they paffed a 
fccond vote therefore, that no other bufinefe fiiould 
be done , till it was carried ; and to prevent aU 
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farther tumults » and infults upon the Magiftrates, 
ordered the Confuls , to furomon all the peopU 
of Italy , viho wifbed vrell to the Rate , to come 
to the alfiftance and defence of Cicero "\ This 
gave new fpirits to the boneft Citixens , and drevr 
a vaftconcoyrfe to Rome from all part^ of Italyi 
where there was not a corporate Town of any 
note , which did not teftify its refped to Cicero 
by fome public a^ or monument. " Pompey was 
^' at Capua > ^ding as chief magiftrate of bis new 
^' Colony ; where he prefided in perfon at their 
^ making a decree to Cicero's honor, and took the 
^ trouble likewife of vifiting all the other Col6nie$ 
^* and chief Towns in thofe parts/' to appoint 
them a day of general rendez-vous at Rome , to 
aflift at the promulgation of the law "\ 

Lentulus, at the fame time^ was entertaining 
the City with fhows and ftage- plays , in order to 
Keep the people in good humor, whom he had 
called from their private affairs in the country, to 
attend the public bufmefs. The fhows were ex* 
hibited in Pompey *s Theatre, while the Senate, 
for the convenience of being near them , was held 
in the adjoining Temple of Honor and Virtue, 
built by Marius out of the Cymbric fpoils , and 
called for that reafon , Marius's iMonument : here, 
according to Cicero's dream., a decree now paflied 
in proper form for his reftoration ; when under 
the joint influence of thofe Deities , Honor , he 
fays , was done to Virtue ; and the Moniiment of 
Marius , the preferver of the Empire , gave fafety 
tap his CQumrymap, the defender of it'**. 

C c a 
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The news of this decree no foooer reached the 
neighbouring Theatre , than the whole aflembljr 
cxprcfled their (atisfadion by claps and applaufes, 
which they renewed upon the entrance of e very- 
Senator ; but when the Conful Lentulus took his 
place, they all rofe up , and with acclamations, 
ftretchcd out hands , and tears of joy , publicly 
teftified their thanks to him. But when Clodius 
ventured to fhow himfelf, they were hardly 
retrained from doing him violence ; throwing out 
reproaches , threats and curfes upon him : (o that 
in the (hows of Gladiators , which he could not 
bear to be deprived of, he durft not go to his feat 
in the coitimon and open manner , but ufed to 
ftart up into it at once, from foroe obfcure paflage, 
under the benches, which on that account was 
jocofely called, the Appian way; where he was 
no fooner efpied, than fo "general a hifs enfued, 
^ that it difturbed the Gladiators , and frightened 
•' their very horfes. From thefe fignifications, " fays 
Cicero , " he might learn the difference between 
^ the genuine Citi7ens of Rome, and tl^ofe packed 
^ affemblies of the people , where he ufed to 
** domineer, and that the men , who lord it in 
^ fuch affemblies, are th€ real averfion of the City; 
** while thofe who dare not fhow their heads in 
" them, are received with all demonftration of 
** honor by the whole people '*'.* 

When the decree paffed , the famed Tragedian, 
JEfopu^^ , who aded, as Cicero fays, the fame 
good part in the Republic, that he did upon the 
Aage , was performing the part of 1 elamon, baniihed 
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from his country, in -one of Ac.cius*^ play's; 
-where by the emphafis of his voice, and the 
change of a word or two in fonoe of the lines, 
he contrived to return the thoughts of the audience 
on Cicero. " What he ! who always flood up for 
^ the Republic ! who in doubtful times fpared 
** neither life nor fortunes -— the greateft friend in 
*^ the greateft danger — of fuch parts and talents 
" — O Father — I faw his houfes aiid rich furniture 
^ all in flames— -O ungrateful Greeks, inconfl^nt 
** people ; forgetful of ferviccs ! — to fee fuch a 
^^ man banifhed ; driven from his country ; an^ 
^ fuffer him to continue fo ? '* — At each of which 
fentences there was no end of clapping. - -^-^ Ja 
another tragedy of the famC; Poet, called Brutus, 
•when inftead of Brutus he pronounced Tullius 
who eftablifhed the liberty of his Citizens; the 
people were fo a£fe<fted , that they called for it 
again a thoufand times. Ihis wa,s the conftant 
pradice through the whole time of his exile, there 
vras not a palTage in any play ^ which could poC- 
fibly be applied to his cafe, but the whole audience 
prcfently catchedit up, and by their claps and ap- 
pl^ufes loudly fignified their zeal and good wishes 
for him ***. 

Though a decree was regularly obtained for 
Cicero's return , Clodius had the courage and ad- 
drefs dill to hinder its paffing into a law : he took 
all pccafiofls of haranguing the people againft it; 
and when he had filled the Forum with his merce- 
naries, "ufed to demand of them aloud, contrary 
« to the cuftom of Rome, whether they would 

C c 3 
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^ have Cicero rcftorcd or not ; upon which his 
^ cmiffarics raifing a fort of a dead cry in the nc» 
^ gative , he laid bold of it , as the voice of the 
** Roman people, and declared the propofal to 
* be rejcfted '•*. " But the Senate, afhamed to 

. fee their authority thus infulted , when the whole 
city was on their fide, rcfolved to take fuch mea* 
furcs in the fupport of their decrees, that it (hould 
not ' be poffible to defeat them. Lcntulus there- 
fore 'fummoned them into the Capitol , on the 
twenty-fiftK of May ; Where Pompey b^gan the 
flcbatc , and renewed the motion for recallhig 
Cicero ; and in a grave and elaborate fpeecb which 
he had prepared in writing, and delivered from 
his iiotes, gave him fhe honor of having faved his 
icounkry '**. All the leading men of the Senate 
fpoke after him to the fame effed ; but the Conful 
iVletdlus , notwithftinding his promifes, had been 
lafting hitherto a' double part ; and was all along 
the chief encdurjigei'' and fupporter of Clodius ; 
When SferVilius therefore rofe up , a perfon of th6 
firft dignity, who had been honored with a triumph 
and the Ccnforfhrp , ht addreffed himfclf to bid 
|:infchan , Mctellus ; and " calling np from the 
^' dead all the family of the Metelli, laid before 
*^ him the glorious a:<5is of his anccftoirs, with the 
^* condud and Unhappy fate of his Brother, in i 

'•* hianner fo moving, that Metellus could not 
^* hold out ^ny longer, againft the force of the 
^* fpeech , nor the authority of the Speaker, bui 
^ with tears in his cye^, gave himfclf up to Ser* 
^ villus, and profcffcd ail future fervices-^ Cicero : ** 
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in which he proved very fimtxt^ afld /jfefom tM^ 
moment affifted his colleague in proraqting CiceroV 
reftoration : "fo tliat in a very full houfe^ of four 
*^ hundred and feventeen Senators ; when ^11 ih^ 
^^ Magiftrates were prefent, the decree paffed withi. 
^' out one diffenting voice j hut Qodius's '"' : ** 
which gave occafion to Cicero to write a pftrfciculaf 
letter of thanks to Metell.us , as he had done once 
before, upon his firft declaration for hini^"'. 

Some may be apt to wonder, why : the two 
Tribunes, who were Cicero'f. enemies ftill ^s^ucb 
as ever, did not perfevcre to. inhibit the decree; 
fmce the Negative of a finglfc Tribune-had an in* 
difputable force to ftop proceedings ; but when 
that negative was wholly arbitrary and fa«3:ious; 
contrary to the apparent intereft, and general in^ 
clination of the Citizens ; if the Tribvme could nol 
be prevailed with by g^entle means to recal it > th« 
Senate u(cd to enter into a debate upon the merit; 
of it, and proceed to fome extraordinary refoilution^ 
of declaring the author of fuch an oppofitiop,! afil 
enemy to his country; and.aqfwerabl^ for all th^ 
mifchief , that was likely to enfue ; or of ordering 
the Confuls to take care that the Republic received 
no detriment ; which votes were thought to jqftify 
any methods > how violent foever ^ of removing 
either the obftrudlion or the author of it ; who 
feldom cared to expofe himfelf to the rage of aft 
inflamed City , headed by the Confuls. and ^e 
Senate, and to afifert hijf prerogative at the. pfril 
of his life. , , - : . ' ' 

This, ii^, effect was tb4 QaftJ.ai prefent i whcit 
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the Conful LcntuJus affcmbled the Senate again the 
next day , to concert fome effedual method for 
preventing all farther oppofuion, and getting the 
decree enadtd into a law : but before they met^ 
he caHcdthe people likewife to tfacRoflra; where 
be, and all the principal Senators in their turns, 
repeated to them the fubftance of what they had 
faid before in the Senate , in order to prepare them 
for the reception of the law : Pompey particularly- 
exerted himfelf, in extolling the praifes of Cicero; 
declaring, "that the Republic, owed it's prefer- 
^ vation te him ; and that their common (afety 
^ was involved in his ; exhorting them to defend 
** and fuppart the decree of the Senate , the quiet 
^^ of the City, and the fortunes of a man , who 
^ bad deferved fo well of them r that this was 
^ the general voice of the Senate ; of the Knights 
^ of all Italy ; and laftly , that it was his own 
^ earneft , and fpecial requeft to them , which he 
^ not only defired, but implored them to grant"*.** 
Wh^h the Senate afterwards miet , they proceeded 
to feveral new and vigorous votes, to facilitate 
the fuccefe of the law : firft, "that no magiftrate 
^ fbould prefume to take the Aufpices , fo as to 
^ diflurb the affemWy of the people, when Cicero^s 
^ ' caufe was to come before them : and that if 
^ any one attempted it, he fliould be treated as a 

* public enemy, " 

Sedondly , "That, if through any violence or 
^ obftrudliort, the law wa» not fuffered to pafs, 
** within the five next legal days of affembly,' 

* Ciceito' fliould then be aif liberty to return » 

* withouit any farther authority." 
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Thirdly , " That public thanks fliould be given 
" to all the people of Italy , who came to Rome 
" for Cicero's defence ; and that they fliould be 
^* defired to come again , on the day when the 
** fufFrages of the people were to be t^ken. '* 

Fourthly , " That thanks fliould be given 
•* likewife to all the States and Cities, which had 
^* received and entertained Cicero ; and that the 
)** care of his perfon fliould be recommended to 
** all foreign nations in alliance with them ; and 
** that the Roman Generals, aqd all who had 
^* command abroad , fliould be ordered to proteft 
« his life andfafety "•." 

One cannot help paufing a while , to refled oa 
the great idea , which thefe fadls imprint of the 
charadler and dignity of Cicero ; to fee fo vaft an 
Empire in fueh a ferment on his account, as tp 
poftpone all their concerns and interefts , for many 
months fucceflively , to the fafety of a fingj^ 
Senator"' ; who had no other means of exciting the 
zeal , or engaging the afFedlions of his Citizens, 
but the genuine force of his perfonal virtues, ancj 
the merit of his Eminent fervices : as if the Republic 
itfelf could not ftand without him , but; muft fall into 
ruins , if he, the main pillar of it, was removed; 
whilft the greateft Monarchs on earth , who had 
any aflFairs with the people of Rome, were looking 
on , to expedl the event , unable to procure any 
anfwer or regard to what they were folicitlng, till 
this aflair was decided : Ptolemy , the Xing of Egypt, 
was particularly aflfeded by it ; who , being driven 
out of his Kingdom , caihc to Rome about this tim4 
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jto beg help and protedion agamft bis rebdlious 
fubjeds f but though he was lodged in Foinpey's 
boufe, it %yas not poflible for him to get an audi« 
ence till Cicero's caufe was at an end. 

The law, now prepared for his relloration, 
was to be offered to the Suffrage of the Centuries ; 
this was the mod folemn and honorable way of 
tran(ading any publicT bufinefs , where the beft and 
graved part of the City had the chief influence ; 
and where a decree of the Senate was previoufly 
iieceffary to make the ad valid : but in the prefent 
cafe , there feem to have been four or five feveral 
decrees , provided at different times , which had all 
been fruftrated by the intrigues of Clodius and his 
jFriends , till thefe kift votes proved decidve and 
^ffedual "*. Cicero's refolution upon them was 
^^ to wait till the law Ihould be propofed to the 
** people ; and , if by the artifices of his enemies , 
** it.fbpuld then be obftruded , to come away 
'* diredly upon thc' authority of the Senate ; and 
'^ rather hazard his life , than bear the lofs of his 
V country any longer"*." But the vigor of thc 
]ate debates had fo difcouraged the chiefs of the 
fadion , that they left Clodius fingle in the oppo* 
lition : Metellus dropt him, and his brother Appius 
Hvas defirous to be quiet "* ; yet it was above 
two months ftill from, thc laft decree , before 
Cicero's friends could bring the affair to a general 
vpte ; which they effeded at laft on the fourth of 
Auguft. 

There bad never been known fo numerous 
aQdColemn aa a^emhly of the Roman people as 
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this J all Italy v/'as drawn together oti the occafion ; 
it was reckoned a kind of fin to beabfent ; and neither 
age nor infirmity was thought a fufficient excufe for 
not lending a helping hand to the reftoration of 
Cicero : all the Magiftrates exerted themfelves in 
recommending the law , excepting Appius and the 
two Tribunes , who durft not venture however to 
oppofe it : the meeting was held in the field of Mars , 
for the more convenient reception of fo great a 
multitude ; where the Senators divided among 
themfelves the taflc of prefiding in the feverat 
Centuries , and feeing the poll fairly taken : th6 
refult was , that Cicero was recalled from eacile , 
hy the unanimous fuffrage of all the Centuriesl; 
and to the infinite joy of the whole City"'. 

Clodius however had the hardinefs , not only 
to appear , but to fpeak in this affembly againft th6 
law ; but no body regarded or heard a wdrd ehait 
he faid : he now found the difference me^onetj 
above , between a free convention of the Roman 
people , and thofe mercenary alfenvblies , where k 
few defperate Citizens , headed by flave© and 
gladiators ufed to carry all before them : wherfc 
now , fays Cicero , were thofe Tyrants of the Fotum ^ 
thofe haranguers of the mob , thofe difpofers o€ 
kingdoms ? — This was one of the laft genuine 
Ads of free Rome ; one of the laft efforts of public 
liberty , exerting itfelf tp do hdnor to its patroa 
*nd defender t for the union of the Triumvirafifc 
had already given it a darigeroai wound ; and 
their diffenfion , which not lt)n^ after tfftfued', 
f nt^nely deftroyed it. • - 
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But it gave fome damp to the joy of this 
glorious day , that Cicero's Son-in-law Fifo happened 
to die not long before it , to the extreme grief of 
the family; without reaping the fruits of his Fiecy, 
and iharing the pleafure and benefit of Cicero's 
return. His praifes however will be as immortal as 
Cicero's writings , from whofe repeated charader 
of him we learn , " that for parts , probity , virtue » 
^* modefly , and for every accomplilbment of a 
^* fine Gentleman and fine fpeaker , he fcarce left his 
^* equal behind him , among all the young Nobles 
*• of that age "'. " 

Cicero had rcfolved to come home , in virtue 
of the Senate's decree , whethtr the law had pafled 
or not ; but perceiving from the accounts of all 
liis friends , that it could not be defeated any longer , 
he embarked for Italy on the fourth of Auguft » the 
very day on 'which it was enaded ; and landed the 
next at Brundifium , where he found his daughter 
Tullia already arrived to receive him. The day 
happened to be the annual Feftival of the Founda* 
tion of the Town ; as well as of the Dedication of 
the Temple of Safety at Rome ; and the birth-day . 
likewife of Tullia ; as if Providence had thrown 
all thefe circumftances together to enhance the joy 
and folemnity of his landing ; which was celebrated 
by the people with the moft profufe expreflions 
of mirth and gaiety. Cicero took up his quarters 
again with his old hoft Lenius Flaccus , who had 
entertained him fo honorably in his diftrefs , a 
perfop of great Icjirning as well.as generofity ; here 
he received the welcome news in four days frqip 
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Rome, that the Jaw was adually ratified by the 
people with an incredible zeal and unanimity of all 
the Centuries ''^ This obliged him to purfue his 
journey in all hafteand take leave of theBrundifians; 
•who by all the offices of private duty, as welt 
as public decrees , endeavoured to teftify their 
lincere refpedl for him. The fanie of his landing 
and progrcfs towards the City , drew infinite 
multitudes from all parts, to fee him as he paffed, 
and congratulate him on his return : " fo that the 
" Mrhole road was but one continued ftreet from 
" Brundifium to Rome , lined on both fides with 
** crowds of men, women, and children; nor was 
•* there a prsefedure, Town, or Colony through 
" Italy, which did not decree him ftatues or public 
" honors, and fend a deputation of their principal 
" members to pay him their compliments : that 
*' it was rather lefs than the truth , as Plutarch 
** fays, what Cicero himfelf tells us, that all Italy 
*' brought him back upon it's fhoulders "*. But 
" that one day,*' fays he, " was worth an im-» 
" mortality ; when , on my approach towards the 
** City , the Senate came out to receive me , fol- 
" lowed by the whole body of the Citizens; as if 
^^ Rome itfelf had left its foundations , and marched 
** forward to embrace its Preferver "'. " 

As foon as he entered the gates he faw " the 
" fteps of all the Temples , Porticoes , and even 
" the tops of houfes covered with people , who 
*^ faluted him with an univerfal acdamatioa ^ as 
** he marched forward towards the Capitol , 
*' where frefh multitudes ^ero expedlin^ his 
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'* arrival : yet in the inidft of all this Joy be could 
" not help grieving , " he fays , " within bimfelf , to 
" refledl that a City fo grateful to the defender of 
*' its liberty , bad been fo niiferably enflaved and 
" oppreOed ***." The Capitol was the proper 
feat or throne , as it were , of the Majefty of the 
Empire ; where flood the mod magnificent Fabric 
of Rome, the Temple of Jupiter, or of that God 
whom they fly led the Greatefl and the Befl "' ; 
to whofe fhrine all, who entered the City in pomp 
or triumph , ufed always to make their firfl vifit. 
Cicero therefore, before he had faluted his wife 
and family , was obliged to difcharge himfelf here 
of his vdws and thanks for his fafe return ; where , 
in compliance with the popular fuperflitioo ^ he 
p2ad his devotion alfo to that tutelary Minerva*, 
whom i at his quitting Rome , he had placed in 
the Temple of her Father. From this office of 
religion he was conduced by the fame company , 
and with the fame acclamations to his Brother's 
houfe , where this great proceffion ended : which , 
from one end of. it to the other , was fo fplendid 
and triumphant , that he had reafon , he fays , to 
fear, left people fhould imagine that he himfelf had 
contrived his late flight, for the lake of fo glorious 
a reftoration '". 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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